Magazinefiction

Empathy

Issue 8 of Cosmos, April 2006
by ChrisLawson

Illudration; Mark Evans

One night, Julesis confronted by unpleasant strangers with guns. She doesn't likethem at dl.

The people come when | watch TV in my bedroom. | like Benny Hinn onthe TV. Benny Hinntalks
about love and Jesus and shepherds. Next comes| Love Lucy and | like it even better even though it has
no colour.

Two people comein here while Benny Hinn sings a nice song about an old rock. | do not know the
people. One woman and one man. They have white skin.

The man hasred hair and the woman has black hair. They make noise. They smell scared. They do not
look like the other people here. They wear cloth over their faces. | do not know them.

They speak so fast | cannot understand. They grab me. They hurt my arm. | say nothing. | go where they
want. Scared animas are dangerous. They take meto the Big Door. | don't want to go with them any
more. | don't want to go through the Big Door even if they do hurt me. Only people with bald faces go
through the Big Door. | stop and squirm. They smell more angry.

The man shouts a the woman, not at melike | expect. He grabbs me hard and the woman wraps me tight
inablanket until I cannot move my arms. Now | am scaredest. | scream.

The man picks me up. | cannot stop him. The woman opensthe Big Door and we al go through. | should
not go through the Big Door. It isonly for baldface people. We go anyway. | scream al the way.

They take me out into the dark. The moon shines. | see the moon frominsdeand on TV, but not like
this. It scaresme more.

They put mein awhite van. Raoul isaready in the back. Raoul istied up. Raoul hasabruise on hiseye
and acut lip. He stsup. It isnot easy for him. Heistied up and he groans when he moves. Heis hurt
bad, but | see him and it makes me calm. | stop my screams.



Hesaystome, "All OK, Jules. All OK." He says the caming words and he makes the calming sound.
" Shush-shush-shush-shush.” Usudly he strokes my head when he says the caming sound, but heisal
tied up and he cannot do that.

The white man puts his head in the doors and shouts at Raoul. " Shut up!" he says.
Hetakesout agun. | seegunson TV. | know what they do. | get scared again and scream.

The white man shakes the gun at Raoul. He shouts at Raoul some more. "Look what you done!” He
thinks | am scared of Raoul, but Raoul gives me food and talksto me. | am scared of the new man, not
Raoul.

The white woman pushes the white man away. She getsin the back of the van with us.
She pulls down the cloth over her face so | can see her amile.

Sheisnice. She gives me an gpple. My arms are stuck so she putsit in my mouth for me. | bite and
chew. The gpple makes mefed better even though | am not hungry. The woman makes funny shapes
with her hands. | don't know why. She makes more funny shapes. | want to make funny shapes back to
her, but my arms are stuck in the cloth.

The man goesto the front and starts the engine. Heis dangerous. The woman is nice. The white man
scares the woman too, | think. Maybe she helps meif | talk niceto her.

So | say to her, "Hello." She stares at me.

| say "Hello" again.
Her mouth drops. She shouts to the man. "Hetalksl" she says.

The man doesn't know what she means. Then she uses the bal dface language. | know bits of baldface
language. Some of the words | hear, but there arelots of extralittle words, lots of esses, and she talks
very fast. She says something like, "Not sign language. He speaks with hismouth.” | do not understand
what issgn language. It is not ba dface language or bonobo creole. It must be something different. Of
course | speak with my mouth. How e se? The man looks angry at the woman. Heisvery scary.

"Dont beridiculous! Heisachimp!" he shouts.
| say, "Not hel She! Not chimp! Bonobo!™ The white man and the white woman stare at me.

"Special bonobo," | say. "Fox-p bonobo. Very specia. My nameisJules.” They till do not speek. | tell
them my name, but they say nothing. They arerude. They should tell metheir names. | try again very

palite.

"My nameis Jules." Thewoman says, "My God." | do not know what that means, but | hear baldface
people say it sometimes on Benny Hinn's show.

The man aso spesks. He says some other words bal dfaces say when they think | cannot hear them.

Thewhite man shouts at Raoul. Why? Raoul is not rude. The white man sayswords like "bastard” which
| hear beforeon TV, and "mengeler” and "vivisessionist,” which | do not. He sayswe cometo Costa
Rica so Raoul can do "essperiments' that are not allowed in "america” But heiswrong. | dwayslivein
CostaRicamy wholelife. | see westher reportson my TV and they aways show the wesather for Costa
Ricaaslong as| remember.



The man gets out and comesto the back of the van.

He hits Raoul. This scaresmefi r<t, then makes me angry.

Raoul isnice. Why hit Raoul? | want to help Raoul. The cloth holds my armstight, but not my legs.
| shout angry and jump onto the white man's back.

Hefdlsforward. | jJump up and down on hishead. | know | hurt him, but heis strong and the woman
helpshim.

They throw me back.
The man holds hisgun and pointsit right in my face.

He has blood coming out hisnose. Helooks very angry. | think hewill kill hisgun a me, but the woman
says, "Do not shoot the chimp! He does not know we help him!" | tell them aready. Bonobo, not chimp!
She, not he! They are stupid aswell asrude.

The man lowersthe gun. | see what to do. He can not expect this. When | meet new people, | surprise
them by my fun trick, but thistimeis not for fun. | reach out and take the gun from him with my foot. |
surprise him so much he letsthe gun go essy.

Now heisnot scary. | point the gun at him, right in hisface.

See how helikesit. He does not likeit. He jumpsat me. | pull the trigger with my foot. The gun makesa
big noise, much louder thanon TV. | think | kill the white man, but he gets up and runs away. Not like
TV again. He should lie down and say something nice and close his eyesinstead of run away. Thewhite
woman runs away, too.

Poor Raoul. Heis hurt. Both his eyes are red and puffy and his nose bendsin the middle. | put the gun
down. I go to Raoul and untie him with my feet. Then Raoul unwraps my arms.

We arein the back of the white van of the white man and the white woman. We get out of the van with
the engine fill on. The sky istill dark, but the sky isbright bluein one direction. | never seethe sun
come up before. | see the sun over thewalls of inside, but never see it come over the edge of the world.
Frominside, | cannot see the edge of the world.

| say, "We cdll police?' Raoul says, "Wedo not cal police” Nothingislike TV today.

| love Raoul. Heis not like the white people. He feeds me. Hetalksto me. He has hair on hischin and
dark skin, not as dark as bonobo skin, but not white ether. | give Raoul abig hug.

Raoul says, "Thank you, Jules. Y ou save my life." The sun comesup likefi re.

It looksso big! It isnot the same sun! | am scared again. | think about Benny Hinn. | think thisis maybe
the bad place caled hell. | am scared. Benny Hinn says only one person caled Jesus ever comes back
from the bad place and he was a ba dface.

| do not know if bonobos can come back out of the bad place, even specia fox-p bonobos.
"We go back insde the Big Door?' | say. Shiversshakemeadl over.

"OK, Jules. Don't scare. All isOK. We go back,” he says.



| say, "l loveyou, Raoul." Raoul strokes my head then he takes my hand and we walk back.

| am happy so | singinside. | sing the song about the old rock, even though | do not know what cleft
means.

"See, Jules. All isOK. We are home," says Raoul.
Whenwego insdethe Big Door | say, "I love you, brother."

Author'snote: Theidea isbased on research by Shu W, Cho JY, Jiang Y, et al. "Altered ultrasonic
vocalisation in mice with a disruption in the Foxp2 gene”, Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences, 5 July 2005.
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