"| thought the Court of Public Opinion was just afigure of speech.”
"Y eah, everybody thinksthat until they get the summons.”
"S0... what are my chances?'

"Asyour lawyer, | gottatell yathey suck. Y ou run afesture called the Story of the Month, people are
gonnaexpect a story amonth. Smple asthat. It'swhat? - August now - and you've only had one story
out thisyear. And the title was spelled backwards.”

"That's not acrime!"

"Itisif it displeasesthe public. And let'sfaceit. They liked your stories, so not getting them redlly pissed
people off."

"But | wasgiving the stories away for free”

"Evenworse - if they'd been paying for 'em, you be saving them money. But since they weren't paying
anything, your reeders got every right to fed cheated."

"Oy gevalt."

"I'd lay off the Yiddische schtick too. You're not Jewish. Let's not dienate those who are.”

"Okay. Okay. So how bad are the charges?’

"Not good. It says here you were aso guilty of employing saf-referential recurson, fromtimeto time.”
"It'saliterary devicel”

"Yeah, yeah, tdl it to the judge.”

"Damnit, it waan't asif | was goofing off. | was till writing plenty of stories. | just figured that the paying
work should have priority over the free Stuff."

"That would explain this other charge. The one that says you were getting dl sdf-righteous and smarmy
about the Stuation in awriting advice column. That's gonna count againgt you."

"lan't there any good news?'

"Well, sinceyou ask. Turnsout thejudgeisaliterary gent himsdf, wrote afew pop novelsin histime. So
yagotta expect helll be pretty easy on you."

"That'sgreat! Whoishe?'
"Somefdlanamed Tom Clancy.”

author's note: Readers not previoudy familiar with Michadl Swanwick Online may be scratching their
heads at the resolution of this story. Five or ten minutes browsing through the back files of Unca Mike's
Bad Advice should clear thingsright up.



