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The Scent of DeforePaphos

' by Loretta Casteen
Rotting Roses
8 January 2007
By Jay L ake It starts again. The baby
18 November 2002 beginsto cough and choke.
L ocked Doors

Highin Deuce Landing Keen,
overlooking the market, Queen Marie's by Stephanie Burgis

Vizier twirled aperfect ivory rose with a

fully doubled bloom. Martel could scarcely 1 January 2007

pay attention to the discussions, ashisgazey,, | can never let anyone
wasfixed on the flower -- Madame suspect, his mother told him.
Legrasde &. Germaine, anold French 1+ \\ s thefirg rule she

breed with astrong fragrance, long extinct taught him, and the lat, before
among theworlds of the Reunificaion. et him here alonewith It

"The Queen's histories record the Terran Heroic Measures
evacuaion of thisplant,” the Vizier told

histwo off-world vistors. His by Matthew Johnson
Anglo-Terran was excellent, dmost
standard, hisvoice high for sucha 18 December 2006

broad-chested man. "They fled during the :
Collapse like dogsin the night. Four Pal_e ashewas, it was hz_er 0
centurieslater, you come back to Eutychusbel'eve.he would never nse
offering Reunification, asif wewerelost from thisbed. Eveninthe

: : " darkest times, she had never
children crying for home really feared for him; he had
"It isnot that we consider you, um, aways been strong, so strong.

children." Allis, their Spegker, dways gave
the pitch thisway -- her hesitant tone was
part of the ddivery. "Reunification brings by Elizabeth Bear

trade, commerce, hedlthcare . . . many

benefits you cannot derive done. Andwe 11 December 2006
areinterested in your progress sincethe

Collapse. There are numerous. . . Nilufer raised her eyesto his.

agendas, in the Reunification.” It was not what women did to
men, but she was a princess,

Allisand Martel hed tried repestedly to  and he was only a bandit. "I
see the Queen. It seemed no one saw the want to be aWitch," she said.
Queen but the Vizier. There wasn't acourt "A Witch and not a Queen. |
assuch, ether. Just thisman, theworld of wish to be not loved, but wise.
Eutychusclenched in hispudgy fingers. Tl your bandit lord, if he can

ive methat, | might accept his
The Vizier waked to the window g_ " g

embrasure, glancing outward, dick black gt

curlsof hair swinging ashemoved. "We  Archived Fiction Dating back
don't get back into thefamily unlessHer  to 9/1/00

Mg esty brings something to the table, eh?

No matter what remains|ost to us

otherwise"

Love Amongthe Tdus

Allisfrowned, marring her flame-haired
beauty. "That's not what the Charter of






