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I. Kolymalabor camp, sometimeduring World War |1

"Kader!'

D327 dd nt look around Hewestusy. Hisjants gaed togeher, hisligamanisgoened ss e lifted the pidax over his heed-amdion ssfedt sshe coud
merece e D taribly dow, dover eenthen the leet time which hed besn doner in tum then the time bdfiare thet;, then he rdessed hisbresh ad with it the
tengon, and thewill, o thet Hisarms Tl foward ad dlowved tretip of theick to ganceanosthejappedt facedt thewell. A faw gressyHdadk dhips petired his
does Thefd! o thepidk dmod beanod injoy theinevitelleaded o lifting, bt nat auite, ©D 327 s misay acumuaad in miruke incraments like the dift
d daginwhichhedood anlde degp Heleaw thet nonedf the ather warkers speced five pecss gat conntrelegth o thetunnd, wearefaing any better. They hed
e adaed to dg for gdd but hekrew thistunnd hddno gdd; thistunnd westhe antithesisof gad; thegdd hedbesn pried framitswarkars teghad dessd
framthear dreans ard his ik wesas it and Hlunt ssathunh, Herdisad it aggin and tried to lose aourt of hovmary timeshehed dore o

"Kader'

D27 tied tofaashisatation nat antrelift adfal, lift ad fall of his tiple buden amad pdk ad am bt an the dight acbkd weght in hisright
jacket pocke-animegnedwagh, redlly, 0 coaread modly arwesthe it o breed hehed pemed franpoar Vaslly' s dete & micchy. Vesly hed adlgpesed &
jud theright time Leter, ard Vaslly woud heveused thet adt to svipeentredired food framthe tin pate wodd hevetinug it into hismouth with his leet
dying kregth Soone, andtheguadwauld hevendiioed theraaining food and s etched it aney. Guards gaved less quiddy intheKdymatrenthe prisoners but
dl daved A dzntimesD 327 hed careddiioudy doseto egting Hisprize, bt eech imehehed refraned. May o hisfellow prisonars hed fargatien how to
sva, but hehed nat. After 30 walld bebest 1t befaredesp, ashelay with Hisfaceto thebaradswall, theundrened foodin his mouth would add wamnnth
adflaor toddivion

"Kader'

Trevaceewesaddad dex and petient, andedraric puseagarg therags dinks dips ad sautlesd thetunnd. Whetwad inthishde, coud bexr s.ch
repetiion? Orly anae like Gad ar Sdin

"Kade.'

| head thet remedfiten & the Inditute, D 327 thought. Ofeninny presacedthars sad thet reme A regoorse wes eqoadtied, assumed wes anly juet. Doan
fdl thepdk, datter ard fleke hetumed, helf drad o sesng nathing inthelight of hiscaticelanp

Ireteed hefacdaninfinitude df dars

"Carecoanframyour atit, CamrackKadev. Garecban o Eath, thet amaema e mey ek withyou'™

Tredasweepinsd maded d gossy paoer: apee A herd tumed thepecy, toaauianey dagan o atgpared oflinde likeadunp bullet. Ingckits Sl
flovediversd arons At thet momat, naredeaty entren herarabaed hisornrene Sage Kadey remembaed andthe’s

"Tadkovky," hesdd

"Yarmaray isexadlent, ComraceKadey!" Thermenwhohed hed the goen bodk befae Kadey' sfaee reversad it ad exarinad it himsdf. Hewaea
ful-dressoffica’ sunifom, ard wo sdldiers flianked im " Bxdaration of Cosic Srecewith Reedive Devices by Kondantin Tsdkovsky. Rubihed 1908 Ard
ddtheca rexgizehisgerits? R If nat for theWakas Redution hewald heveded of dd agesiill wiping thesat o sthodboysinKaugg! Hesighed
"Hov dienwevisaraieslebar without recogrition, without therks”

"Itisadare Giizen Gaad. | ansadfaryou”

Tredficr sgyped thebock dut arehardad Inthedm light of Kade/' s hemet geamed the bim of the difice’ s e, the gdden esgéswirgs ad the
rflebardsd thesddasmeath sde "Yauflater me Kadev. | anarly anegines likeyourssif, Ard heaefath yourrey cdl me Gamvacke Sendain, asyau
waddhaebdaeyar adimesweeeqosdad punded” Hesuveyed the mesger e benesh Kade/ s et "Yaur savice heeis done From tocky yau
svetreMahaladinaherways Yauwill jannmeinmywak”

Kaderwesnat atative &t ssthemae sght o food coud flood his mouth with sdivaad his somech with gronding, raging juioss the dinpse o
Tadkovsky' sdayarshed rdesssdatarat of imeges fadts rumads tens dl familiar ad yet ddidoudy rew. Apogeeard paigee Trgedary ad thratle
Hevaionad aamuth VVelodties ad propdlants ad thrugt, Hewestrying to sar dl this ad this men Srerdain wes didrading im "Ard whet wak is
the-Conrace?’

Sahinlaghed asgiesd dap ddordiasinthetunrd. "Why, whetaguesion Trewak your Mahalad treined you to o, of course Doyau thirk
yau skillsesagdd miner aein damad?’ Hereadhed into hishrassutioned acet (ard arepatt o Kadey, dardly add in histhinand tettered paka, noted o
theacet rdained thesmoath, unwinkled deped greet comfat ard thidaessardweight) and pulled aut afdded Seef o pepars thet heherold to Kadler, ' The
dhef pddem” hesaid, assKader exdted inthegaiousfed o peper, “isddancg of course TheGamenradkashavearage o hudeds o kilamdas bt ae
thousndsof kilometers possble?Na &l the Mdhedand seramiesaeher ndghbars TheV-2athiesesdiitudes greeter then ety kilometiars morethen Sxieen
timestrehdaght of your GRD-X; aur rew rockets mugt fly even higher trenthe Gamrers. Kadey leefed throuch the pepars Hisbligers seared the dats ad
ggtsromete fovmuchaehetodk. Sendain continuedt S aur radkes g sameow bdter theGamars wernty<five thousand kilogars o thnud, ad
byawicemagna thet Thisreriresdragic innovaionsin meliugy ar desgn, if nat bah-Conrrack, aeyauligening?'

Kadey redtumed ared thedratsmitsSde o thet therodkd sac swat nat framright o left, but ypnad in alanguid, povafu ssmidide asif bound
fa..



Histrub et ared gz in itspeth

"l amligenng” Kader sid, "ad  iseayaeds” Hewesanae d fave nases feve maias fram the dhar mings ad simed the Indituie's
amnfar sty hed reumed tohim dag withanedo df hisvaiced commrand " Inmy cby;* Kadley aorinued, “sauch tak wesdasdified”

Sherchin Srugged, ginned | angpegking anly toyay, Gamrad” he seid. Helindined his heed bedanad, towerd the sldiers and said, "Wenrey qoeek
fredy befaeaeting” thenflided agoved finge tonad theminas "and exen e o bdfare desd men'” Hedlid apegefrom Kadle/ shendsand hdld it upfar @l
toss tumad corpady aound waved theshet alitie o thet it flutered. Nomrine met hisgeze Hetumed beck to Kadley. "Srell we gd?' Hefégned adhiver.
"lannt ousd iotheadd asya”

In1933 &t the GRDX tiumph, e thevockaard tretoessard treritudl aongratLiationsfrom Ganrrace SiEin (cHiverad in gregt hedely aneardghiad
bureauratwholodked ssif heeqpadtad rockeis to raer ot of thedoaweysa ay mameant), Kader ad hismarntar Tsada, wrowaould de o soon therefter, hed
|efit thar joyous adlesgues dovretarsard teken ther celedration alait, damoered arto the e, iy radftop of the Miaszow dffice building thet housed the Siate
Resdion Saentific Ressach I retitute Tohdl with thevacka they toested esch athe, ard the rodket, and the atty, and the plangt, with asmugged ad hoerdad
bated Frechdenpege

"Totrermom!”

"Tothean"

"ToMad"

Trey decaiar ad aghmedt ad srdked haring, svedked like goummantsard sdled the ey casinio ariit over the frazen dregts o the caitd. Ne,
mtemninteKdymg hed Kader o rdidadamed.

Heararbaad dl this ad muth nog ashe st beside Sardain in the decbe thet hissed aney fram the sonvcovered etrance of Mire Sevarten He
bured toeanirethe pepars lout they aoldwait. Hefdded them ard tudeed them into hiswan and petched jadket, through which hednog coud heve reed
them hedhewerted to. AsSherdain regarckd imiin slence repulled the et of breed fram his podket and begen nibding it with dovious rdish, esiif it were
thefines ddicary pudked framtreoversd the Romerovs He sattled bedk, dosad his eyes and in eding the breed rdived the burding terg o e cavia, the
transendat rdessed thelaunch, thelankeing entracedf thenight sky thet rolonger dencerd beyond reech Inthiswey reconmured with his famer sif, who
drggped gantly cownframitre rooftop o the Indtitute and jained him, reedy o resume their greest wark, and the decte 9ot anossthe sow asif propdled by
yanrgadfire

[1. Baikonur Cosmodrome, September 1957

Andaedby thecomminged hondsd dl the sausin Hel, adatled By Aksao lifted the aurtain of his aonpatmart wincow and lodked ot oo a
dras Lagarng dagsdetretranwesapadld trand cards adeana mae d the gandling beeets thar fanogoogt tedh bared asthey yeped and brayed adl
goans lipsauled ingreet ropy sears Bugng gay sadks jogoed & their flarks and svaying atgp esch mount wesasvatthy, beardsd ridkr in floning rabes
withagal torive thet of hiscamd.

SthisisKazekddan thought Aks/aoy, whobefaethis trip never hed ben father eedt thenthe autskints df Masow, thehamedf ameiden aunt who beked
firetats Hebreghad the dddng dugt ad coughed with enthugias hewestoo yourg o be unoonfartsile Cred the cad dhivers naticsd Him gankdrg,
gimed adrasdadayy fid inagesure o ok thet Aksaov heslily drioggped the aurtain and st bedk, fingaing his oan a.cdanly inedanete beard He
et in hiscanveshag far thewan aqpy of Redmai' sInterdandary Travds whichhegpaned & random and begen to reed), though he aould have redited
the pessapp with hiseyesd ased Hesoon noddad dff agin, and in hisdreamshewesamegrificant brareefighter of the desat, who lrandished asaimitar to cdy
treradkasthet it thesky.

Noaordudtor, rofelow pessanger diduied hisdesp, far Bugary Aksanoy weshound faraplacethet dd nat dffiadly exid, to met amenwho dfficidly
hedroreme Aaessto s ch norjdacesard nonyoeqdewes Sridly repuicted, ard 0 Aks/aroy westhe anly pessager dcad thetrain

"Care' thesdder ontredafam said, ter he peered fram Aksyao/ sfaseto his photo ad bk agein jug eouch to nde Aksaoy nevals "The
Chidf Desga equadtsya”

Farfifteen minuesar nae hedove Aksaoy dagafreiy paved highway 0 wicdkad draght it sseed inavitede, pedt asgies df condrudion Stes
whaetrehdlow auinesd inmansehuildngsrosefram pits ad hegs o dirt. Gags of wakas svamed éhout. Atgp arepile of earth, threeamed ddies
kgt wetth themensnvinging pidksbdow mugt ke Ak pditical prisonars theMahaland smogt manid leboras A deaming rail gour aosssd and reqossed the
roed ad Aksyarov begen to brace s far esch intersedtion, becaue the diiver did nat dow doan Stme compeed! bildings lacked like ediniareive
dffices dhaslikearmy barads Behird aebaradswaentareinviting dadlings ahef-daan yuts A cayde df Kaah menweein the procsss o rdling a
sathino dax ssif itwaeagrest idecovared hoop

Trediver doardoned Adgaoy without geeschar aaemary & theconareelip o akdlometawide pit. Aksaov lodked doan Sxty maas dang the $ep
asey thetwold demd therodke blags Hedhverad ad raregted framtre ectp o the launch ped, atremandous conaree ddif hundiads of ndas s ee
Noamount of radke ressrchwald meehim fad o haghts Alovehim soared threeenply gartries; thinty-nmater tlonsthet woud doseantherodket ad hdd
it fegt until liftoff.

Hurdessdf wakesdesded about theped Simedovesdl detric cats simedarbead dag sfdds thet resdhed into the tips o the garties ad the
dgrsd the pit Amogtemwaemay Kazdhmen ddinguishedeam e addancehy ther fat skullcgs Amidal thisadivity, Aksyarov tried to lock a5
kronecteedead usful asposshlewhileheguardad hisluggegeand felt homesdc

Asheaorsdaed getting aut hishodk, hewesjdted neaty dff hisfeet by avacethet boomedadedoad franeeywhae o left, torigt, thepit, thesky.

"Teding Teding Oretwothree Tadkovsky Tsdkoveky Tadkoveky!"

Trenaresad pdagad ad dfaing blags likegussinoamiagdore Aksoor dggpad hishats o his eas No aedsin tewhde anthill
ok ay vishlendiced theracket

"Hdla Hedla Helo" Trewatsrdled axosstheaoadein wavess ad retiled Aks/aov to the baone "Can you her me? BH? Hela? I'm addng yausyau
theewiththebead Yes you, thearedang rowak Canyoubhear me?”

Aks/aov rdessad hisearsand locked abaut thelaunch ped Urs.rewhareto diret hisresparss hewaved bath hencs high above hisheed

"Good' thevdcesaid. "Wt there I'll beright up- The ned watswere svelloned in aspesm o rttling coughs thet edoed off the sdes of the it ad
saradtowdl pframtreeathitsf. Aksaov covead iseasagain Innridkaough, theamglification stopped, ad dl thet fearomerevetbaration aontradied o
asngesardl vaeethet heded ad dered its throet far anossthe conaaeped



Alsaoy tumed to seamen 9 aut o andevetor & ino aed the ayppat pillas Tremenwaked tovad Aksaoy, sveted his mouh with a
herdkadhef: heavy-s, fiftyish, withlow, thidk e/ronsardalilliant gaze Hewarean overad, though thedsy weswamfar auurm

"YauaeAksooy,' resad, herd edardad Hesad it asif hehedrevienedlalist of ramesin thedevetr, ard hed sdedied jut theright aefar tre ja if he
hed ssid Dyamin a Alyugin a Mdaiov, Aksaoy wodd heve asnvered to it just s reedlly, then ad faever. "My rameis Sage Kadey,' the dder men
atinued, "but youaeurlikdy to heer thet rameagain Hael anarly theChief Desgre, ar the Chie. Weaameto Bakanur Gosmodae”

Alksaov mecealittiebow, just moethenanod Hehed rdearsed hisqpening ardwes quiteproud of it 'l am honored to meet the menwho designed the
firs Soviet rodd”

"Ardl anhorored tomedt the designer o aur fulure anes” Kadey redlied *'In adllaboration, o course Soee isaadllabarative dffart, likeargtion, ara
cthadrd. Gorewithime feess” heattad oser hisShouider, far hedresdy weswdl onhiswey anossthe pedl Aks/arov graioad hisbegsad syarbled to cach

"I regret thet | haverotimeto gveyauatour o thefadlity, nor aprgpe inaview. Canyourrecogizealiewhenyauher ae?Whetl juet tdld youwesalie
Trutfuly, | ot regret it & dl, for | andad firdly tobe busy with this launch o the Fellow Travder-you reed the brief | sant you, yes? Yes Irdesd o the
waH fomrdities yauwill acaoneny meandl my reundsin theaomirgweek, fram thismamarnt, Wl thisbesetifaciony?!

"Vay muhso, GamrackKadey. B, Comrae Chie”

"Srly Chief will db Hello, Alish yourred Karekh deese kep it aut of the i, will you?' heaied o awaving, gimiing menwho whizzed pegt inan
daticcaat "Yauamefamthe Aty with the highes reconmanditions Comrale Aks/aov. Sohich thet you aduelly hedadhdced podtings ad ddce
isaraething in thisrew aartury. Tdl mewhy dd youdoose Bakanur?Doyaurursesimediding lovefar sad?”

"Rimaily, Comrack-a, Chid- arehaetowak with o Heaweited simeregporss, gat g ad wat an "Alo, Gorace Senciin's desgn gaup
inaves-wall, let usssy muchnareconvantiord godicaionsd radkelry?Yaurwak & Bakanur, whet little | aolidleend it, sssred muchmoeiniereting”

" unddand” the Chidf said Heled thewey donnametd saird. staircaee thet damored & evay Sep. "Camrack Sarchin is like the dd Chiremen, who
Iaosaronsd flying firea theMagds Thefirgooner isgredier ad greetar, bt il theMangdskespaoming Atthefoat o the revabarating gars hetumed
bedk and sared @ Aksyanod/ sluggeoe "Whetinthe hdl aedl thesethingsyau cary aaurd with you?”

Aksaoy goppad "Ah jus sme. judt iy lugpege, Chid!” Treddar mer sgerewes urnrestEde "My dathes ad books.. ad some perordl itars.” He
fdterad

After smethought, the Chief gunted in mingled assant and supriseand sed, "Bodksae usdful.” Tuming iothe paking lat, he svet aream back tonvad
trelauncthped "Corgda thisapasord itam, too™

Astretwomenggaoedhed alage sddier boundad framaca, threw goenthebedk doar, ard stiood & attention. Inarehard he hdd albodk, his dace maked
withanindex fingg:.

"Trerk yau, Qg the Chief sdd, ad fdlonved Aksaov in "Oleg hae is reeding his wey thraugh dl the mgar pubdished waks an rodketry ad
inapandaty trad. Whet cbyou think of the Goobrd, Oleg?’

"Vay inereding, Chidf," tesdder sad, ssheaaked theignition Aksaor suded themersthid, Savenredk

"It isadreed resding* the Chief aontinued. Hepulled adide rueardadim naehodk fram hisacet. Tredredonsd thegarties svegt anosshisfaeasthe
@ drded trepaking lat "If | mug livewithanamed esoat, | will & lesgt beedeto anvaedvilly withim™

"Waldyauliketo anvaserow, Chid ?' thediver asked

"Na therk yauy' ssid the Chidf. Hisfingars cenoed agossthernumbas as Aksyanov lacked out thebedk wirdow & theressding dans o theped

[11. Baikonur Cosmodrome, 4 October 1957

Tan"

Tensorosto go, ad mowak et tobedone Wandafu, wordafu. Kadey dretched aut hislegsbenegh the scared woodn desk, pulled the miaogghore
fawad ad rdaxed ashecounied connto 20

"Nirg"

Ahurded maasaney fram this ded-ancased conaeie burke, Kadey svacemug bebooming aaossthe launch ped. Orly the topmecet fifteen meias o
GAdNunbe sewald be vishle doe the iy white fog vearted fram its liquickaxygen tarks Kadey hed wetdrad it thraugh ey paisogpe fram esy
age until hisdnesksatad fram souining. Nowheattemyated to weich nathing. His subardinetes danced up fram ther consdles and reclr soreans svedly adl
whitelipped, like men ridden by nightmeres Let tremwany. It wes pat o the leaming equaience Kader wes dore with wariesfar gt moe seoach
awey. Trentrenex trid waoud begin but inthemesniimehewaoud savar histiumph likeaaus of breed

"eq"

Jetweksbedag CamraeKimethey hed gven the goanead far an athitdl stdllite laundh-alaundh thet would impress the warld (0 he sd@d) with the
feamemigt d the Soviet intaraontinetd bellidic missle He Asif Wesingowaeasessy to rechiasariit. The Paty Cremnen hed dayed right ino the
(hef Desgne’shads

Gataed AdN\umber Ssenwesararakede design adievemat Twehve sTel seaing rockes ad four drgpan boodars sumounded acentrd aaewith
warty spaeetnd dambas Tre madlugss winging ther herds hed tdd Kadey thet his prgiect wes cdoomed), thet ay sSnde rodke of Soviet ke
wald setter wel befare it resdhed four hurdred ard fifty thousand kilogars o thruet. Viay well, Kadler said How bt two dozn, three dozen selle
rockasdudaed togahe? Treunion isgeger tren treindvid d; westhis nat theesseced GanmunisT?

ng

Far hous Kimedrey ad thementbarsd the Ralitburo, who krew as much dbout rodkelry ssary enivdlarnt number of candls hed sapeared ot the
launch ped like Shaian peesartsantheloosein Red Suare They warted o touch evaything, like chilcra; Kadey hed to be stam with them Ard they aded
childish questions Howmuch doesit weigh?How faet doesit go?How highwill it fiy? Theansvarsmeckethemevennareexdtted, and Kimusdhey westhe most
edtedd dl. "Thsisagestwak youdo, CamraceKade/" hekgat saing Themais dgar eheswaeeaywhag ad Kader hed nat ssn hisfanaite tea
dassne

llH\ell

CamakSathinsajetions thoughthey wart urheedad & the Kramlin weesound Whet goodwes an ICBM thet todk hours to fud and laund ?Qre



Dlagetret it aoidbermowed anly by raiway?Orethet coud ot merave it o itstarge, but hed to ke guided by humen conirdles an the gaurd? Wag
d dl, from Sendain s9andaint, anly the narthessiam aomer o the United Sateshed anything to fear fram Old Nube Saen. "Conrace” teintoned, “thare
aepradasfav miitay tagesin Mare" Treredlessdd Chramen aoud heer treMagdislaughing

Jetanek befare yourg Aksaoy, & thedose df arautine meding, hed laitered ebout with the condlipeted eqaression thet Sgnified an importart guetion
walingupingde "Chief, | anoorfused' theyaurgmensdid " Thefidd merd e kegosrefaning to OdNunber Saenasa bdllidic missle Rabgs | anwag
Chd, buHs OdNumbr Sasenmaarahe indffident desgn far abellisic missle?!

Il'I‘l,.rell

Kadey hedbeamed & theyourg men lesned fawad and ssd, | db nat think thet afair assessmant, Gomrade Aksorov. | think it wadd bemoe aoourae
tocd AdNunbe Saenadhitty dedgn forabelligic missle”

"Ta"

"But," Kadev aortirued, it will mekeamavelausbooder radket to sadmeninto soece”

"Oe

"Ignition”

Ardaraw dar Hosmad inthe Gatrd Aden desat ad ioeinto treheaves adevan over thethunderaus oar o therodketsthre ahasin e conmad
burke head the Chidf esthethraw hishesdbedk ad laughed

V. Steppesnorth of Baikonur, February 1961

Alks/aoy stood besdethe Chief, thar dlbonstouding, twin binoadarsrased Anesgewheded aaoss Aks/aoy's parttion df sky, ad heindindively tumed
hishesdtokemit inview, then caught himeeif and swung beck to foasntre aange paradnuUie asit grew larger ad lagathough nat quite o largeasequedted.

Als/aov lovered hishinoodasand dredked hisiman bt the Chief el ro aorfimretion. "Our pesaack hes floan off courss!” he muttered, ard rgped
wiceantrerod d thech

Tretnuck roered fawerd jdited dorg thefrazen ruis o thedirt lane ad thesnvairg eginearsin thebedk hed anasbest they aoid. Aaossthe vt fidds to
right ad lft, toy-5zed trudksand ambulanoesracad dangaide A flodk of far-distart egp surged aney fram an anoaming trudk; thewind carmed the horks ad
Hegtsfar kilomgas Srearsd venidesaorvaged ntre dhifting aage blossom thet wes Pyatr Ddgow.

TreChdf wesongood temswithesch of the progoedive ccsmoreuts & Sar Gity, kraw thar remes and famillies ard hddhies and hidories; knaw in fadt
eaythng in thar dosiers (and KEB dosses amitted nathing). The Chief hed sdedied these men fram thousands o candictes in- corautation with
Khuddhey ad seamingy, hif the Rdlituro; and desaitedl this Aksyaroy wesaonvinoed thet the Chief never liked Pyatr Ddgov.

Treaosmaeut wadd st in the aommorsfar houswaxirg his aeurd mugache ad bragging to evayare aoaut his sead eqdaits ad his skydiving
eqatise "Maetrenfivehurdred jumps iy friends ad nat omuthasagaraned akle Yauseethislittle podka vdured Lenr? | adledt them, judt to heve
mahing o reed nthewey donn After thednuteisgpen thereisnathing dseto do, you ss? BvartLlly | will raveresd dl thegrest mariswarksbeswesn eath
adsy! Hwwmay dhdasensy ssmud?'

Ardmadom sstreahs cosmoraushoaad adjeed throughout. TreChid, Sambing thrauch trecommorswithafreh e of praders uds
hisamwalddaed hm adsy nahing

Yet Ddgovwesthedviausmento test the B sgedtion s/dam, ad suchatest mugt bedonewithout dday, if whet the Chief reed intheK @B rgoarts ad
in Lifermegaane weare to ke believed Weeindesd, thet long, dty, add saing, if the Chief caught someore teking alreek to snokeadgarette ar daeanide
tegdhoed a,wos d dl, keargp "Dotre AmaicasadtheGamasghirk ther jaos cowntheeintretraacs?’ hewald yel, waving theletest pubdicty
proogadsd thesaantoathy secaren (ThreAmgicasaurdy wodd sad thefirgt dentigt into oece) TheChief found this drange, papadly sy lanth
ste thisCgreCanaad Haidg alacdessexdic asMasa the moan to Him it wesaways'doan there in the traaics™ So Ddgov wes hudled thraugh his
traning, adtrefird ted wessthed led for lae Fuay.

Treeqaimatwessnpe Ddgoy, sutad ya wessrgopad into ajrantype gedtion st inddeafull-sze nodp d the Eadt aelt. Then the modelp wes
canied ddft inthecagpbey & aed thelig Artonov trangpants Thousanosdf meisabovethe stgpes the capaile wes $oved without aaamany aut the beck
d thepane Oneedes, Ddgov pressad the"gedt” hutton. Vay smde Al luretic, but the schedlle & Bakarur Cosvodtame mece geraaus dlonvanoes far
luregy.

Ddgov hedsmmed up the procedire Y aufesd neto thedang and thedane shitsmebedk o™

TreChef hedwinoad ard then noctied hisheed

TreChie struckwesnat thefird to anivethet eftanoon A gegded erginearsl tried to dimb over tretallgete together, ard the Chie, impetient, gestured
fa Aksiaoy o hdphimove theside Trerippling perachutedanoesd Sdenvays bt wesadorad by e prarefigure antregraurd

Apdeside withariflejogged Yo the Chidf ad st It sked Gamrack Desgrar. Ratgos you dhoud wet far the~' The Chidf, of courss wes dreedy
pest, and Aks/aov dhecked hisstridealit o asnat to auipecethe Chie.

Ddgov lay an hisbeadk, anmsad legs granmed asro living menwoud willingly lie His hdid, its faogdete dettared, reded & aaazy age an his
douUdasye dill weshdtad tothe st

TreChid dared doana thebody and sid, "Weaefadshdaemmad bdoe Gad”!

Dadorsarived, drding somanket to meiniainarespedtful dgancefromthe Chief, and aorfimned the dovious: Ddgov's neck wes krcken Hehed dorero
rednganthrewey doan

"Hishdmet mue havesnudk the hetch upon gediany Aksyaov sad far hefdt heshould ssy somathing, "Helrew therisks™ heactid

"Nat esswell asyou vy fried, and catanly nat aswl asl.” The Chid’'s vdcewes deogaively quiet. By row dosrs o athars hed gethered. They lacked
Sk, ahen et lout the Chief sfacewestat with fury. Sow and gentlein his rege he ket an the frazen ground), resched peet the dodiors gregoad Ddgov's
auflung hends ad fddad theansanosstheaap det 0 thet Ddgov sl to gap the dhest drgpsdf hisparadhuie

"Better thetwey;' the Chief gunted

Hetumed adwalked beck tonerd thetrudk, into theadd wind, Aksyanor doselehind Ashewelked, the Chief pulled fram his bulky jadket his naigodk
adabdl-pant pen dock thepento ot it gaing (it wesdf Eagt Gamenmeke), and begen to wiite, pen doning acoss the pecg line efter line Ashewrae the
Chief deped over gulliesard around rades without sumbdling arlooking up. A mannat Scanpered across his peth, pradtically underfoct. TreChief ket witing.



Attreed d the lane whare the eath wes pamenantly dumed by thewice tums o tradiars the pele ddier hed foud awse far his rifle Hehdd it up
haizonialy, likeacatie gete to kegp three divded pessart wamen et bey. Asthe Chief goooadied theddest clledt "Whet iswrag CamralE? Whes @l the
fus?'

TreChef repied ashepessad, without looking Up ar osesing towite " just brdeeayaung marisneck, Mackm withadide rdeard the srake df apan”

Treddwarenindanty aossed herslf, thenredized her enar ad dagped her hends to her faoe bt Aksyarov ad his Chief codd nat caeless ad the
ddewasintat mtreranmang paradhute, asrat andwiceeyed assadhild

V. Baikonur Cosmodrome, 12 April 1961

Frutrated with merdy adjueting and resranging his stuidoom pillow, Aksyaror begen, harly pet aeam, o gve it asound thrashing Hepummded it with
hisfids butted it with hisheed, and dung it into the comer. Aksyaov st yp, Sghed, and el himeeif for afew minutes by twisiing lods o his keir ino
inicate bréidswith hisleft thuband fadinge, thenyarking tremfreewith hisright herd 'l aminsene!” heseid daud Hettrew beck thebedooves ad swurg
hiskaefes ato thersewamwaodn floor o theadtiage

Tresaesdaing through the rdiway Suopesed Aks/ooy wesdarein his desdessess Trousars 10es jadkd, cp; heimegined they waethe bright
aarefligt st theagahdt gorests’ shoats thelestn budded the hdmet Hemece find edudmants to this fany (fo ke are d the oxygenritrogen mix)
befareheggaped bddy oo theleck parch anrsrasad in tiumph, to deim theconareewdlkney ard the dudy drudoary intheremed Wald Soddism

Seking hishead & hisfodidess-an gption yourg Gaogin, glited Up, daswaud nat have-Aksyaoy drdled into the yard. Hebriefly midodk, far the
thousanath ime the harizorel dow o thelaunch ped far the dann of arew dey. Aksyaov felt hisintemdl aonpess aakaoraw wildly. Hedosed hiseesad
gpdthedll ar, hoped to flood himeef with cam bt ingteed thought of arodke audking s kbsso brah framahose

Aaustregadm alight bumad inthe kitthenwindow of the Chief seLely nondesript aattage: Aksyanov welked toward it, snoehehed ronhaedse to
welk, adestensaed hebeeame aaudy furtive, dgaang with greet cae raising his kness High like apranding adit in 0 gravity. Heargt into the bushes
dasce the house ad pegred o the sill. Asadhild, Aksanoy hed langed to beagay; heerjoyed, far exanyde, covetly weldhing his ssadly Orthodox
gadahe inpae. Oredy hegaehimsdf aney withaloud barstifed bdch infuiiated hisgandiathe, ad laundned afamily aiss.. but the Chief, lesaw,
wesjudt reeding

Trehash fluoesoant light axcarnted thefrogthite casan the Chief sfass-a Son, oo, o hisweainess Asuad, hisright hend apparted his dirg his left
inokx finger gLidkd hiseyesarassard chwnthepeged hisnatehodk. At hisdbovwareapaed deeseauds adaful dass d afram which ro gesm rose
TreChd tumad the pece resd tumedl anather. Nathing warth wetdning, why, then, wes Aksyorov <o fesireted?Why did hefeed such corart, krnowing the
Chid Desgner st uplaein alighted kitchen, reeding? The Chief s finge nmoved as methodicdlly as his pan line &t line efte—he lodked up, nat toneard the
wirchw bt towvard theleck doar, and Aksyanov dudked beneeth the sill. Heheard the sigpe of adrar, ard heawy footdteps A weeted light diced anossthe

gas

TreChef whipaed "Gagair? Hst! Helg?'

After apase ssAksaoy had hishregth, the Chief pesed aourd thecomer of thehouse et hisassigant aoudhed inthreduobay.

"Ah it syay" the Chief sad "Good Now pathgs] eanga somewak dorg inthiswinter resart far neradletics”

Akgooyweshiuehing leavesard iwigsfiam hisdeeves trying to famulaiean eqdaretion to himeslf thet dsowaud pessmuster with the Chief, whenhis
spaiar regpeaad Hedrocke fram the house with the natebodk undkr His right am s his left am fought far position inside His baulky jadket, which hewae
audboarsindl weethas Aks/aoy figured it waghed e lesst asmuchasaflight suit. "Now then” the Chidf said, ad shgdnadad Aks/anov aoossthe yad by
thedbow. "Le issygooe far thessked agument ard far aur sanity, thet &l goeswl in the maming Gaggin goesup, he ariits reaomes down hetaks to
Khusdhey, hetdksto hsnmarg reisthegood Russan boy, yes?Yes Fine All well adgood Slill eisjust Seminacan”

"Soam Chid ?

TreChid waved his herd "An Amaican delicary peded in G like caviar. | havereed too muth Life, patgos Siop intemypting,. | meen thet if good
Rusianboyslike Gegainaees to atiit anything aher thenthe Eath, they will nesdaart bater then thet hdlovedtaut Flov Travder o there They will
resdtokeadeto mena v, to redvaswith each e, to dock, ad o an Nowintarut me Whet moolar srudiure far this rew art, this Union adt, best
waldaomiretresreghsd o curat aet with the tarible necesties ..

Far maethen an hour the two man tranped anoss the yad, somdiimes telked smultaneoldy and somdimes nat & dll, sometimes welked Shouder to
doudy adsomaimesgaked exhaher like dudiss adthey sedhad dayarsfromtredr, ad daypad teminthegess ad bidered ard fought ad heted
aeauthe ad recodled aderyassd ard hidkered aggin, dl benesgthalilliart gany sy e whichthey dd nat endance adwhenthey tired, having dved
nathing ad heving discovered about adkrn fresh impossihilities to besomdrow faoed and kraken they adlligosed anto thelbadk parch gepsingiddy tiunphad
ddion, andthen Aksaov sdd, "Thisisnat my aotege”

TreChid lodked aoud "Narmirg” resaid

Hegpd dbout the pachwerebougLes mcdly fugel caretions brought the previaus day, inveveettar wavg by dned evoysd the Yaug Gonmunids
Lege

"ThisisGagainsaotege’ Aksaoy whgpared Trewincowswaredak. Inthedbsduteslence afant sre

"Atmlat esaing | maded ove heeand adared im to goto bed and gt agood night' sdegp” the Chief mumrured, eyeswick, "andhehestrenave to
bexatly thet" Heheaved hinnseif off the ggns udbed the sl o his bedk, stioqped ard rdked the dirt with his henos "Help g hewhispared, ad begen to
lced his podkeswith peddes

Aoy dogeed o herdsard kness Y adreright, Chief. Why shoudweday updl nigt, ardcb dl hiswanying far hinf?' Heatbid, undir his bregth

Inoedilly, theewesGagain ot add, hisautine visdeinthedakened aom trerksto theredum did of thebedsdedodk. Thetwo enginesrs deanced bk
afen paessframthe aosmonaut swindbw and begen pagpaing theparewith hendiuls o shat. Wissthermendiedf, a mace o stone-apessart: boy dresdy goreto
maourat?Ah thaesthelight. Qroudhed behind Gegair's aordematiay dadk govanmant sadn which he aould dive fram the midde of ronhae o the
atpd rmwhaeadbek agan histomentorswerdhed theyourg heo d teMdhalard réise the sssh pdeaut hisheed, lock aoud

Gaginwhigoeredt "Chief ?'

Noredy, ad <0 the ssh arecown ad tre light wert off. Thetwo ruffians stood up, tumed ey to esch ahe, ad begen to outter ad fizz with
e laghter. Aksiaov dew inadssp bregth, ad the Chidf sAld, with quiet gravity: "As| prgpared 1o leave the adttane, Gaggaiin said hehed o let



quedionsfarme Orewesit mat uethet heaoud telkeacoyde of parsord items éoad, Up to éout o hurdred gans? Yes | tdd him, of aourse patgsa
proogygha trelike Then hermecearenues. Doyoukrovwhet thet boy warted to cary into arait tomamon? Canyauimegine?Qredt my wiiting pas”
"Didyaugvehimae?"
TreChie sfaregoesad "Gotobed Aksooy;' hesad
Alksaov dd adbenindhimthe Chief Desgner leened intregovanmatiss esecnad geaad & Y ui Gegairnt sdakened beckoamwincow,

V1. Sunrise One, 12 October 1964

Apaet died sce to resed ada, adwesitsf reeded lighted asif fram within som sygas raled mountain sonidds goakled adnedatoad o
adledive fams wheded pet the wirdow, prodf fram gpece thet Ganunism hed dranged the BEathy Oratd. aunrise wes the goedade o alifeime, yet
GCosmoreut Aksaov wesdsradad throughot Cosmoreut Aks/aov wesysicedonn

Sadd hessy amahing? Helkrew thet & four hurdred kilamdiars above the eathi's surface the tam “upsice dowr' wes meaningless; bt the sansttion
parsded Banwith hise/esdosed hefdt invarted, ssif dl theloodwes rugiing to hisheed Surdy Yegoov's courtless sasars which sucded ey aevice
adaary o Aksaoy shody, wald daet schathing?Far amomat, Aksanov faded thet the dodior wesanae d his ypsdedommess and judt hedhit
sidaything, to gare Aks/aoy sfedings After &l, reariening himedf, snvgppaing ends wadd beimpossblefor ay o tethreeaemvmenin thisaamped goece
Heetheewesaen lessroomto mamauve treninthebek st of thet ridaulaus ldian G inwhich Aksanoy hed ricden three areegt with these vay mena
morth befare anafulile midnight jaunt to Tyuraam far vodka Buen with the ahllity to ureirgp himmsif and ficet, coud the midde pason addanly ay,
"Sitch!" and rerarsehimedf & will?Na if Aksyaroywesupsdedonn hewald haeto day thetwey until reentry. Ardif hewesinat yosdedoan, but mardy
insene thenhemight Say thetwey alat longer, but hetried ot to think ebout thet

"Ladkslikeadight aamdy inthesdinebdance" Y egarov said, ashepesrad e hishendszad leb kit. Thedodor souded vay raud o his ety Hloodl He
hedpoked ard proctkd s with ssrsarsard nesdes and prdoes e since reeching arat, bt found himedlf lamentedy nomreb-untl this firdl pinpridk o
Hood which Yegaov hed flipped fram his finger like atiny red bany, firdlly yidded something uneatthly, if tedious W, fing Comrace Do, Aksiaov
wertad to sy, why codl yaur little tets nat tell yau thet wevebem upsdedonnfar thepest tnvo hours? Because if Aks/aroy wes Usice doan, then Yegoy
adNovikov mug beypsdecbanaswel. Trethought dd nat corsdehim

"Howvcbyoufed, Camrack Aks/an/?' Novkov asked

"lanfing” Aksaov redied

Trepilat smiledin redy ard reumed his ettertion to the seeled e df Hadk aurart juice thet. diifted bewveen his autsireiched hends In geeceas an Eathy
Novikov thrilled a sl things Bak & theassmodtame hehed bem aghet & Aksyaoy/ signarancedf Kazekhfood Hehed proared for the rdudart eginesr
lamb stripsad noodes whichhecalled besh barmek and poured imafcamy mug of famarted kuiss "Yauwill ejoy specenae” the pllat hed said, if yau
eqaieenmaed Eathbedfadad Drirk up It smaesmilk, but whet db you cae?Weae youg yet Drirk." Now Novikov wes egrossed with the platic
tube whichhebetted first with Histight herd then hisleft, asif heweredaying tamiswith hinedlf, ard the tube tumbled first aewey, then aathe. Aksaoy
wesfarly catand tetussmovematsto let ad rigt, butwhet o "y ad o Westhe e ed o ed o ed e truly yoade dovr?Cr wesiit
right Sceptrewhdeting astheres o thecgraierevdved aound it? Aksoroy warted to throw up

"If youaait gang to dirk thet, how about pessing it ove?" aded the jdlly dodor, who praoedly werted to tet the dfeds of Hack aurat juice an his
slireleds "Haeyougn' redied theeelly jally pilat. Helifted hisright herd o let the tuboe pess baneeth it an itswey aooss Aksyaov's dhest. The dodior
agtitadsd '"Thaks" Hepgpoed trelid with iistumbad s essed it o rdesseadhiveaing Hdb o juice Tredodor let go o thetube (whdh begena
dow dift beck agossthe caanin repporseto the dight push o hishend yoon rdeess), and brougit bath henos together to dagp thejuice & its micdle, meghing
thelddo until it dvided, odHike into two ssperetejdlies Thedodor rased hishesdframhis couch ad dlonved are df them to flet into His mouth Helicked
hislipsad ssid, "Mnm" ard nuobed theather b tovard Novikow. It diifted aooss Aksoov sdhett likeadak doud aoveapanic, adwes gobied in its
tum thepilat flidked aut Histoguelikeafrog o cachit.

Ardtreewaegoanmanl

"Waldyaulikesmeaurat juice ConackAksan/?'

"No therk you* Hismouh teded like kumiss.

"Wea?

"foe?'

"Oargjuc?

"Apde petes?

"Thak yau, 'm at thirdy. Traks dl the sare’” Heenvisoned aheedtsizad dab o vomit bounang ot the cin asits three: etives flindhed ad
moered benegth like schodidhildren trgpped in aroom with albet. Aksy/anov took dep bresths f the caed ar ard tried to foos an thefireflies ousde the
Wircow.

"CamackAks/aoy hesthe peceddaness” Y egov mumrured asif heard Novikoy wareexdraging aornfidances

"l conat” Aksarov aied

"Yauhaelanthaelikeafishfaranhour," thedodor continued "Rulse rate nomrd, reqaration nomrd, e/e movearts dightly aoderated but adhawise
romrd, youdheck aut nomd andl iy reedouts and frankdy youllodk like hdll.”

"Bvaybody oetsit,” Novikov said " Titov, Nikdayey, Ropovich, Bykovsky, Teetkova-dl hedit, insomedayeea aha”

"Caain, to0?' Aks/aov aed

"No Gapgindidht gt it

"Doyaraeit?'

"Ah o, adLely | don't. But I'vebesnapilat for yeas youkrow. Fighter raningad oo’

"Ihaeitalitle | thirk," Yegoor sad "1e samegiddiness TheAmeaicashavergoarted it, oo, Wethink it mey have something to db with the effedt of
waghlesesntheime e Thedodor hed pubished anumba o impartart pepas an theimer e, and Aksanoy wes sumprised he hed waited 0 lang to
kring yothet remakebleayen "Doyoufed dsiented, godtialy aorfused inany wey?

"Ye5' Aksiaov sghed 'l fed asif Fmupsidedonn | haetraudefoosing my e/es Theindrumenissvimaaurdalitiewnan| try toresdthem Ardi'm
ahit quessy aswl.”



"Areyougdrg to throw yo?' Novkov e

"Nd" Aksaov reiarted, adbegn o fed beter.

"Thisisvay inaeding" Yegaov sad, meking notes "'Yaunmue rgoat dl your smtonrsasthey coar!”

"lamnat rgparting, | ancompdaning” Aksyanov sad "Ardyet | anaaew marhe ooad the waild s firdt threemen goeceaelt, an the highest mamed
atitin hidary. Fagvermg comadks'

Banashesad it, rewinced to cdl the Surrisea threenen goecaat” Itwesthesaredd Bt cgmieminusresavepaaduiead gedion s/dam, arisky
modifiction thet |t just enochroom toweeteinathird rerow couch Noroom far pressre its; dther, othey dl waegrey coverdls peparthin jadkds ad
gekas A dideavefligt,” Khneder hed cled it, whenhepresarted hisdamaosto the Chidf & the Craimmeri sBlack Saillathes e bdfae

TreChief stagehed paradaad dl thewey back to Bakarur; by the ime herdayed his adas to Aksooy, hewesin anesfragy, doping aoaut the
desonlbaddamming hisfig anthewak tehlesto punduete hisdanunddions "Sorovwe mg 380 wak an the Unian, dday dl aur progeesstonvad
themoon o thet Kmudhery entaunt the Amaicans ‘Halrel Yaur Ganin sadsuptwo men but aur Surrisesadsyptires Wewinagan!’ * Randlsand rders
raled ssthegret fig carecoan

Aksaov dook hishesd over thesketdhes "It will betrreelbraeasmoreuswhowill boad thisaet,” esdd

"Na treeaosmoreusa dl, the Chief redied | evenat yet tdd youthewarst pat. TheSurrisewill cary daft aretrained cosoraut ad two untrained
‘avilians—oreadodar, aeasientis a egines. THswey K they enbrag o the first sdientific lboratary in qoece Hesdid, ‘If you canat bl this far
neif youcart anineto alvarear gaiosgeepogan thenl asreyou thet Comrace Serdainean' * TheChief peced beck coan the tebe to brood
o& thedayars "Buwhet egines, | ak you, waddbenddead couragpous ad fodlish ad dart eauch to dimb into sch abucket without arifle & his
o2 17¢4

Atthet momat, Aksaov krew hisansner. Hehed ssnthe Chief ducdl e themantion d Sendiaini srame But Aks/onory soatawek waking up the
reveo pesshisasva nothe Chid, adthenadher couded wedspasednghim

Tresaeemningthe Crid firdly rdented, Aks/anov heped imwiitealong ard detalled letter tobesant by goadd aounier o the Rditouro menoer nog
familiar with the Bakanur progam-thefame Kazadean patty seadaty, Convace Brezrey. Thergoart detalled Comrace Khnushdney' sinreesing inteferance
withthe Soviet goeseprogam ard indlied (without qLite saying o) thet ignominious diseeter loomed if nore rdiordl ard fasghted lescas dd nat inevere
Whilethe Chief laborioldy pecked aney & the find diit, far even his twofingered tyaing wes apaiar to Aksoo/'s the Mahaland s nevet cosmoraut
ettt acatoon cdled"How ToSsdA Bureauat Inio Ot It Soned Kimusdhey being dodhomed inbacarmwithaaonda.

"Lak aut there" Novikov sad

TreSuriee spathdetwinkled with hundreds  tiny lights esthlagting lessthenassood A dinmaing envelgee o ice aysidls sumoundid the hurtling

"l hreed ard reed destriptions df trefireflies” Aksaov sad, "ut | reser deamed row beautiful they ae”

"Areyou dill upsdedonn Camrae? thedodir aked im

Algaovlaghed "Yes but if youengand it soenl. If I waenat asypsdedonnasyau wo, | wadd not beheg woud 1?2

"W, theChief will tum usdl upsdedoan” Novikov sad, “if wedan't gt simemaedoresdorebedfaewefly bedk into redorarge Werave trangtiondl
oedraito photogrgph, ion fluxesard bedkgraurd redigion to messLre ard of course oontanenus gretingss o prpare far aur Oy teemin Takyo, Yegaoy,
pmapsyumdmmﬂwyfneﬂ aud rdmsetfesmanel seoteeigrumats”

"Rightaney, Camrack Letnejudt finsh thesemedicd nates..”

Aksoov suinted & Yegaoy swiiting hend "Camrade Doda,” hesaid Isthet thepanyautypicaly uefar naetakdng?Inzao gaity, it sssrspareto
sip”

Y egrov soped witing, goaned ismauth, dosed it agein, and et Aks/aov adegash dance "Thisisnat iy Lae pan, Gamrack | baroned it far the
fligt ltisaed teChe spas"

Hisaewmeiesregarcd the dodor for afew ssoonds ThenNovikov dudded and resded into appodket. 'Danit e adremed, Camrace Dodtar. Lok | mysif
adfa aed teget maishadkadhds”

Aftr apauss, pilat and dodor bath lodked & theegines wholay bewenthem

"Farny pat,” Aksioory sad, ' haveanaehegaenejust befaelaundh Hepulled the svell souared pepar fram hisjadket ad begen to urfdd it 'l see
rohamingaing it withyou-'

Novkoy tgoped hisherd

"Ng Camral" hesad. "Thet nateisfar you anddinat far us Majbea somepaintwewill nesd to heer it, ad then you ey reed it to Us but not o Nat
rov.Nomwerarear adas Camracks Sl wegd towak?'

VII. Sunrise Two, 18 March 1965

"| cxitdbit. Garein, Bakarwr. | calt bit”

"Leoy, thisisthe Chief. Whet dd yousa/? Heesergoeet.”

"| carit gt beck into theaadk, Chief™”

"E)Ga‘_n"

"My presuresuit, s It hessvdlen, ssweeqoaded, becased theunen e dressssanthe netias.. bt it hes svdlen much moetrenwe antidipeted, in
arly atenminuegoecendk. | ddt redizehov much until just row, whenl tried toberd o et thehetch It sbesaming rigd, Chidf, likeaquit of amor, ara
dae Heeadiise”

" udadard, Leoov. Thisisaninonvaiane, nathing mae Haeyou tied to manave with the hendndds? Gragp them ad hed yoursdf fawad
heedfirst. Sreich ot ard pull yoursf dag likealag, | kow it sankanard bt dipaing thetdevison caareaito the hull wesankwad too, rereria?'

"All right. | will try, Chief."

"Yairedarg fing Leoov. Yalhaeexaatad aflaMes edraveniadar adivity. Yaur st mey bediff, but youaenoefreea this momat ten ay aher
mawhoheses lived, adwedl envy you, Learov. Repatwhenyauaeresdy. Bakaur ot

"Uh Bakarwr, thisisLeanov. Garein, Bakarur. Gorein, Chdf!”

"Yes Lexoy, thisiste Chid. Whe rens?



"Norensyd, Chid, 'm il trying, It sherd, becauseny arrsae geting iff, too, but ’mirying. Chief, aoudyou patgskespidking? It hdpsmefaas
Bdieeit ana, theeaeala o daradiosuphae | kepwarting to lodk & the Eath, & thedoudsover theVdga Or the aharwey, & the Hadkness-dlthouch
it sredly adak Hug ad it sbeautiful too, initsonnwey. If yaukesp taking, Chief, it will hepkegpmeantesk”

"Why, Leoov.Aml schanevil bossthet youfer my wiah enfivehundred kilometarsaoove? Bvayarein the aortrd raomis amiling and nodding his
heed Leaov, 0eayaehaeayeswithyou | anaquitethedidator, | see W, | will try to merd my ways Whenyau reum | will bearew men yes? Yes |
will bearly theproud udetony young friend Leonov. Hovaeyau dang, Leono/?'

"mdill trying, Chief. Keptalking'”

"Leaov, doyauramaTie whenl aretoyour adtaceled night o tdl youto gotobed?1 do tdd yautret wecamt faesseemy praddeman the gound,
thet your jdband pilat Beyayey/ sjabisto g into dd with theprddars et wehavant faessn comnharg ad thet wehave carplde faith in yaur hlities
todbthis WH|, haeisjug s thaprddamas] westalking ebout, Leorov. Thisistheurfaesan thet wesfaessn Ard thereyau aeto et far uis Hw ae
yaudaing, Leoov?Heesergoart.”

"Chid... 'mill autherg ard| dorit think thehendhddswill benudhuee It snat judt thet | cant berd in the midde my amsard legs ae tidding o,
too, adtrehechisanly ameie wice Ardthe it is diffening en aswegpeek Manamaingisliketrying to svim without moving my ansand legs Resse
alig"

"Therk you, Leanoy, webater undergand yaur stustion ronv Wewidll edviseyouinamomant. gt row | angaing togoesk withyaur pilat, &ll ight? 1 will
switch over vay hridfly, then aorfier with my comradkssin the conird room, then camebeck to yau I yau like, you ey admire e Vdga Yauwill kedde to
ceriteit dl tremoevividy whenyauraum®

"All right, Chief"

"Bakar at.. S Twa thisistheChd. Garein, SarieTwo!'

"Chid, thisis Surise Two. Doyouwatmetogo aut ad gt hin?'

"Neggiive Bayayey, necetive Yauaeto day insde unil youressveaortraly adasfranme | cannat havebath my assmorauts weltzing together autside
treadt until weaes reweean gt bath of yau bk ingde Doyou undasand Bdyae/?'

"l undadand, Chie. Wret el | d5?

"Dossycuaeddng adcary aut your adas ad prepereyoursf to et if | sy thewad Bakanur ot

"Leaoy, thisisthe Chid. Ary progyess?'

"Na Chidf... but theanligt anthe Bladk Saisrarakede’”

"Ards aeyay, fied Leaoy, ad 0 aeyau Ligen, Leoov, wehave faud aney to nde yar presure st ahit nae meregeetle Yaur anat ar
pres.rereeding issix. If yau beginto lessn thear pressurg yau shauld geinsoeflexibility. Doyouundastand Learo/?”

"..Un Chid, | co undladand, bt my pressré sdreedly ety low rdldiveto the ingide of the cgadle How much lower an | g without somered raude
whenl gt backir?l warit bemuch good o themissionif | gt thebands Chid'™”

"Tretistrug Leoov, butwehaewak faryauto do indde Wedart pey you to later aut thereand wetch the dauds dl dey. Ard Gonrace Beyayer is
lordly foryour aonpany”

"l dit likethis Chief"

"Nar cowe fried Learov, nor dowe But youhaveaouniad e minutes ss attentivly eswehae haveyaunat?'

"YesChef'

"Ardyouhavended your axygm apdy aswell, comed?”

"YesChd'

"Arddoyauraeay dereecouresd adion to proposed thistime?”

"Ng Chid"

"Vaywdl, Leoov, beginto adjug you—

"Chd""

"lanhag Leoos”

"Isthisagoprecammanckion, Chief ?A cosas 82Qr isit your pasord recommandeia?

" Itismy pasord rescommenckion, Learov. Thisistheaoursedt adion | wauld tekewael inyour dae It istheresammancktiond the Chief Designa”

"Therk you, Chie, | will doit. Adjudt presretowtet led?'

"Notaet led. Adus asdomy, ssgad dlly aspossie dl thewhletrying toflex yaur anmsard legsard bed your weist Wewart you through the ladk
withthehighe st presre possible Undasiood?

"Urdadood, Chid. Bgming o redl e st presire.

"Rveadahdf, ogood cortinuing...

"Rve | dbseseimuoerat in maality, Chid, rgoeet, sareimprovamat, but | an gill adov ddmenuphae continuing...

"Faur adahdf, 'mdangmy beg, trying toweebpmysdf inthag but | cailt. cant quite.. el | aoninuethis Chid?!

"Qrﬁrl,e"

"Contiruing torecbcepresLre... Faur pant warty-five | redlly an it liking this Chif, | redlly-Chief ! My heed ard Soudas aeinsdg I'm pulling
mysdf dag, I'muming acurdinthediode' min, Chief ?Pming i Hured!

"Bxadlent, Leaod Exadlet! Canyauhesr aur gydase?Wel dorg”

"Shit, thetwesdose | beg your pardn, Chidf. Alasing anodk. Rgaing o e eize presaure..”

"Ary prddersto rgpat, Leoo/2Hovaeyau feding?'

"Nopdders Chid. But Bdyayey sd | svdled praty ripewren| carein™

"Chie, Lyodahaehesnat svested sonuch snaehislegt physcsears”

"Hejust camdetd hismo difficuit physicseam friend Bdyayev, and hepessad it with honors Congratulations Leoro:!!

"Orly becauseyou hdped etirough, Chid'

"W, | kow dl ot schthings yousee | nowelikeandd menevay cey. Ardrow, | think, | will let ared these yaurger fdloas tak to youawtile
aoathovweaeto get yaufelonshomeaggn Chief ot



VI111. Baikonur Cosmodrome, 12 January 1966

Vadlyl

Alive Hae Hon-?

"Oeg dpthecal Soptrec, | sd”

After amomat's hestetion, Oeg brdeed ard gerad to the daude, just besice the ditch thet ssparatad the highwey fram the ralroed tradk ad the
festurdesswareouseshe/ad Kadeywesaut thedoor befaethecar quite sioppedt helurdhed, off belance until thewadd quit noving, neady topgiing into the
dich Simeegner hewes tofagd hisphyscslikethet

"Chid, wetisit?' Aksarov cled "Whet swragf?’

Ignaing hm, Kadey tratted to cachup with the uifling adurm df z2kshang hedad, srgefile bedk toward thelaunch ped framwhich e hed come He
fat dow, dumsy, likearume inanighmare Hislegsmover asif kneedaspin reeckide dush, thaugh thegroudwesgrey ard bare In thisberen land, sowvwes
aslaessrdan

"Chie ! He" Ca doarsdanmed "WheE sgang a?'

Vasly wesdesd ardy. Hadto be Nomencoud anvive whe-wearty yeasin the Kdyme?? Bian if heware such awards men, hewaud bero good o
wakanoudoar congrudion detall inaKazakdean winter. Ard Vasly hed ben & leedt ten years Kade/ s sariar o begin with Thus Kadey reesned sshe
quidensd hispece hisheat radng "Vasly!" heaied "Watl"

Hedartad to ideniify himeslf, thenwaorolredt Hadheaser tdd Vesly hisrame?Woud Vasly ramans isrumba?Chluddessday! Nomette, ro metter,
ardy Vasly wold rengizhim-uness ediing uttaly coud rardfamanren "Vesiy!”

Qed tegadsa trerea o thelinetumed ad rasadaherd inwaring. "Nodosa!” heaied Naed' the fifty-odd prisoners lodked arourd, &l auriosity
hedbemn sooured fromthem Kader kraw, long long agp. Theaher guard undrgpead hisrifle

"Helt theling" boomed Oleg ashegarinted pegt Kadey. "It isthewill of the Chief Desgrat Helt theling™

Trefirg guard Havawhidle ard the prisonarsimmediady lodked like menwhohed nat welked ar movedin years whohed agedin dl weethars besice the
roed adwhowauld nat ciign o fal eenwhenthey ded

Ruffing, Kadev leered nAksaoy/ sdouda.

"Chief, desse Hovmary noeheat atadks ch youwat?Cdmcboan’

Hardsan hips daing dovnnad @ them Glegwestrying to inimidete theguards "Doyau haveanmenramed Vasly in thisddal?!

Treguads impaviaus $1upad "How shoddweknow, Garace?”

Qey b o e te ling, cdling the rame & intavdls Kader sdk his heed The fatunete men doviadly hed o equaience with palitical
prisonars-himsdf exogaer, of coure "Let'sfdlow Oleg* Kadey tald Aksyaov. "Somy, mind you-dondy”

"Tretwesimy dany' Aksaov sad

Kader aoudnt remamie rovwhaher thefacehehed ssnframthecar wincow hedben in the beck o treling, the frart, ar e midde (@ inadaud?a
dunpdweas), oheparad @ dl thefacesasheovatock them Sofa rodimme, rotrace ro Vasly; but sshewdked an anaher, mae tarilde recogrition
cvred Theermen dl lodked dike Thevacat dares the beads the Sasand aesses o misay-they aoud dl ke brahas How waud ayare ke dde o
dgingusharogtar?

Kade dopped a thehesd o theling smiledweeldy & thegerd hefeced therg then lodked beck dong theadunmy | an sony,* Kader sad "Doyau dl
udasano?l anganuindy sony. My friends | think | will reg amaoment.” With the hdp & Aksanoy ad Oleg, helovered himedf anto theweedy im of the
ditcth ssweay sstheagnssd thedas

"Cary " Olgg batked, adl & thewhidle the sed processiondl dhuckkred into notion aggin. Theguardseyed Kadey asthey pessed. Heheard thembegin to
muiter goaut how nutty the stientigs g, with their heedsiin outer specedl thetime Kader dated to laugh, thenwes sazed with isward coughing fit of the

"Iwill ingtrec;" Qg sd

Whenthe coughshed pessed Kader danosd sdenveysat Aksaov. "Yaur Chid isawredk” hesad "Doyauwart atranda?”

"Sre hdf, ssdeto thermom Whosthis Vasly?'

Kader sk hishesd daw hisacetahit dosar aoundhim "Somerel krevmary yeasagp, Inthecanps”

"ThreKdyma!'

"Yes Headlgosed & medtime wesdrapped aney. | gt apdeced hishreed, aderjoyad it Majkel' m quilty for thet, | dorftkeow. | asmed hewes ded |
yypoeteisdsd Yes'maureheis”

"Heded yaulived Tret snathing tofed quilty aoout, Chief. Haveyoubraoded dout Vesly dl thistine?”

Kadey siled "Canrate | hed nat thought ébout Vaslly ance it in twernty years until afev momanisap intre . Ardtren it dl aneback Likea
e thet heshemaney far olog thet roaeramartasit, d?Yd dl tewhleit isantrack aut thare mekesits gret laop, aamesraurd agan Asdgoaddde
a0y hae Yes therk yau Oeg Ng day put, welll keright o Aksaos!

"YesChef ?

"Ligentome Taright | goto Maszw, berk into the hogaital. | hopetobebeck inawesk, maketno, TreHedth Minder hesshadlied anopaeionfarme
ahemonthad operation I'vehed pradarsconn e

"Isit sioLs?"

"Sqias It sy ass it it? Yes my assissaious Sopintamupting. Doyou il haveyour apy o Tadkowvsky's book, of Bdaration of Gosic $ece

"“with Reedive Davices yes Chidf, yaukrow | do”*

"Whilel angorg | wart youtoreed it over aggin Braywad df it. Sudy esy dagem Read it asif it waethe firdt timg, asif theewaeno satdlites o

Garain nogeamenak, o cosmareuts adseewhaeyaur idsesiskeyau Ardl, | will cothesame For | raebentoo dd lagly, Aksaoy, and tuming yau dd
dagwithmeI'mdrad, butwhenl reum wewill talk ot dl theserevwaordaswelhaeavisoned, adwewill savar thesky andbeagtorished aggin

IX. Moscow, 14 January 1966



TreHegth Minde ejoyed aelest dgeretesshelenad againg thewell gapostethesaub room Doanthedakened caridar tonvard the devetars hudded the
dodasad nusesswhowaud assg im They mumured amorg thamsdves Qrear wolodked hisway, thenaadsd hisdanee

Nodouit they diesdd pafamming unda the sautiny o the Mathatand smost honored physidan, ad so sought to ecourageeach athe. They did nat kow
thar petient’ srame but they ke they hed nat been whisked hare diter hours to wak anay munckre Patty goperatichik. They krew thet Cheinmen Bredmey
himedf anated theaLtoamed the gparation; theHeeith Miinider hed tdd them this & the hridfing, to inress yoon them the inpatance o this hemonhaicel
poceelre ad thehonor of their patidipetion iniit.

Asrewadedtramnow, the Hedth Minister smiled ard $hook hisheed with ford indUgence svdeduming Theeherdwokingmenadwarendd nat
redizeit, but hedresdy hedmeceup hishrird o keleniat with them They would beunus elly nevous with good resson, ard hewaud meke dlonvaross when
wiiting hisrgoat Hewesasavart o the Sate yes hut hewesdsoahumenbeing hecoudd udadand emnfagive trefralties of ahars he prided himedf an
thistrat, aed hismod admirddead pradical. Hetodk afird pul, aushed the butt into his adffee ap, ad sghed with ssiifadtion. Too bed these Wirdons
weehadtofind..

Tredodorsand nursssnow garcached imasadhuifling unit, little Dr. Ramek inthelesd. Seaang aney framthewl, the Heeith Minister, who hed bemn
thethird tdles dgnitary antheraviening 9and e the 1966 May Dey peracks dew himedif to hisfull height ard smiled doan & them "Arewedl resdy to wesh
Up Comracks?Qur petiant Should beprgoered by o

Dr. Ramek desred histiny throet Hesoundad likeandsameker Hoan by anaghrretic child "Camrace Miiniger, my adlesgues ad | with &l dLe regpedt,
gr..wewald liketoremad et thet, thegraity o the Stugtion bangwhet it is thet you ar, thet is we teketheattd precaution df, ..

"l anwating, Dr. Remek" the Miniger mumured Hiseyeshed raronved duing thispreende

Ramektumed o theahaswithalodk o despar. Oredf trerursss sgped fawed and saick

"CamakMinge, weregLes thet Dr. Vidnevsdy keinduded inthissurgicd teem”

"Vidresdy," the Minde repeeted He doud have guessrd Tre ahars fidgaisd The rnurse (whose rame escpad iy hewadd lodk it up lae)
mentaned her ddfiant gaee "Ardwhet aoud yourg Dr. Vidnevskiy aontribute to these procssdings?”

Nowthey dl foud vaass

"Hehespafomed drarsd thesepadios”

"HistetrigeisflaMes ComaeMinge, youdoud sehima wak!

"Hehesnat been 0. budaned with edminisrative duiiesin recant yearsasyou, Comrade Minige:” ThetwesRamek thetoed

"Ardardy thewdfaed thispetient, D vitd o theintaestsd the Revduiion, waratistre adlebordion o dl thefines dodosanthe gzt

TreHegth Minder snledadrasslahend "l therk youdl faryour coursd, It hestbeen duly noted, ard will nat beforgatten | cannat ol vy ressorsfor
nat calling yom Dr. Vidresskiy-far much o themetaid thet aossssimy desk, asyoukinow isdassifiedHout afficeto sy thet seaunity isseswaeaagny
congdaations Besdes Myundadanding isthet yaurg Dr. Vidrnevddy' sargicd tedrioue honveser flaghy and atertion-getting, mey be somenket inpeired
&ter thedmer hour, Therk youdl agginfar your aonoan After you. aonradks”!

Treteam trudged into the sb room likeaddal o z8ks All avdidad the Hedth Ministe’ s gare exat for thet ane nurse whose danoe wes nat anly
aoraTLosshu damissve Fghting hisangg, the Mlinider took adsep bresth ard aorsdled hirsif with thethougt thet the upetat Vidnevddy waud dere
noed theaddt fa thissaviceto the Rexdution Na thisparsard fried of Bretrey, thismos laucele Connunia, waud resaveanod sSnoular honar: His
gadionwauld ke pasorelly pafamed by afull, stting mee o the Rditouro. Tre Hegth Minser pushed fawerd, ad behind him the snvinging doars
repeetedly daoped

Tredransgev laudy asVidreddy ad hisfiiend themusc aitic, theleet to leaveas s d, bertered auscetregpea

"Nag o, yauwill gobdarel do, my friend” the nLsc aitic sad. " The o will nesd surgears long bdfiare symphnies ad aaitic? If wekmow whet's
goodfar uisweaiticswill dl gay downhegwhaethagsomuhnoeto aiticze”

Vidredy g ffanved ad dgoped hisfried antrebede "Wl ssid wall stid, but ardy musdars witas atissd ey ripe soud bearog te firt
owek treluner landscgre Whobdter o rday itswardasto theret of Ls? Thejdb muet nat beldt o thetdevison camaes o thet Fm are Threnird reds &
thethougt”

"‘Wehaevistos” sdthemsc aitic, addaly gae

Roaing ypthedradar divewaefour pdicemaaroydes sraswaling Theywheded toahdt inthegay dush & thefoat of thegard darcase

"Dr.Vidreskiy? aed tedficascdled

"Yes' hedaed Hisdoudy adedbanegh thedanp d hisfriend sherd, bt hewesnordhdessgraef forit.

"Yauaeurgantly nescid in the gparating room, Conmrace Dodar. Weaehareto esoart yau'™

Tremwec aitic dunpedin rdief, ard Vidmessky eddedaralingdoud of breth

"I therk you, Conracks” hesad | amresdy to g

Roor Ravek tdking o fag hepradically suttered, briefed im thraugh theinteraom ashelatharad his ans Vidravskiy wesed o time asking quesions
eoLch ime hed besn wesed dreedly, but rewaordaedt How the hdll hed intestingl canoar besn midaken far hamarhads? Ard why hedt they helted the
procolre cdled for hdpand moeeouipmen, ingeed o heddng around inhim far hours? ThenRamek sarted betdling ebat the inootence o the Sae o the
por U antretedle ad Vidressdy hed hisasner.,

"TreMinds," hesalal

Trednmadfad dditesnhaetersvetolok ypasVidrady raninto the goading room, though dl aher hesdstumed, His un to the teble besare
atrat, thenawelk, ashelodked & theHeetth Miniser, whomoened softly esshewaked ard & the ahars Hoody hends & ther sdes Vidneddy locked & the
petiert, dosed hiseyes ad aortrdled hinedf befareheqpened them agein Heresdhed upand ripped off thermesc

"l bt guageands=dmen' hesad

Qusce doeaddad d theadd, Vidredy lodked ypard thought, enmoon whet coyoukrow o daughter, and pick and fdlly? Better we shouid say
wheeneae

X. Baikonur Cosmodrome, February 1966

Atfirgt, Aksaov pretedad hedidn't hear the knodding Hefigured it wesanly Shenciin agin, with afresly typed sheet of damants Sherchrin liked to cdiver
hismamosin pasn o thet he aoud weitch his team lesciars reed tham, gage ther reedions and setiy hisf thet hiswideswere desr. They waedesr to



Aksaoyeenbdaetrefird memg dexr & leest framtre dtenoon d the Chief’ sfunard, when Serchin hed It the Kramlinwael in Bredme// slimousine

TreChie’ spanfar terke adt canied into artat by GdNunber Saen hed been sogped. Nt oedadar eouch, nat dedsve enouhy far Sherckin (ad
nat, presumedly, for Breg ey ethe). Ingieed, Shenchain soangiatt Praion, designed to cary hundredimegeion warhesos waud blagt cosmareuts into aloop
aaurdthenomin Oddoer 1967 the Praion’sasye theordicdl desoandiart, Sendain schaised G4, waould laundh the redkesigned Urion specadt tonad a
nmomlanding thefdloning yee. Asfar the Chie smeiadaus saiesd inoremantd test flightsto dneck aut theraw Urian' scpehiliiesaneat atime, Sharckin
hed arossed aut ot f them o thet attatdlly revampad ot could beshat into arit inayes—ar less

When Aksaor firgt redlized the enommity of whet the Chief's sucoessor intended 1o do, hewes too dumidfounded even to keargyy. Ingeed be laughed
Crudding, Aksaoy unthedossier downtheaorfeacetaile o thet peosswhined ot of thefdder like patds ad sdd, "Imposshie”

Trefdds dogpedin front of Serdkin who st & thefar ed of thelong teble inwhet hehed wiagly essmedwesthe Chie's dherr. (The Chief hed peod
cuing mediings rever st aywhae adwhee the dhars s, a whaha they st @ dl, hed resr ben anarg his aooans) Inposside?” Shachrin sorad
"Whe norsanee Haveyou fargatten, Comrack? Artifiddl satdllitesaeinmpossile A memedl speoeat in arbit is imposslde WWehave dorethe impossible for
yeas CamackAksaov. Novvewill doit fedter ad naedfiaatly, thet' sl

Alksaov denfram hiswele adippng franthe ety 16 ediion o Truth: Alreedy two such dippings hed falen to piegesin his hends fram repeeted
ufddng adreedrngadfdding egan fatunady, dd Truhsweenat had to find, ena Bakarwur. Y aureed this tribute to the Chief yoon hisdeeth, dd you
nat, Comrace Serchirn?

'O cuzel red it Yauweweit & measay threedays hovaouid | fal tohaveresd it?”

"Tormy kroMecke" Aksaoy aontinuied, " thiswesthefirg imethe Chief srameeser gypegred inprint. Thirk o thet. Far twarty, mo, thinty yearshewes
thequidng ganiusd the Sviet e progam-enbdaethegoammat ke it ledagoece progam  Yet how mary Sovieskrew his rare?How mary o
the dsdpleswhowaked bescehimemy day ke hisrame?Havmany o theasmoreuswho eninugied ther livesto imknew hisrame? Ard did the Chief
ae?Didremird thet hrewesamenwithout areme?”

"Wretisyaur pairt, Aks/ao/?1 raeewak to db todsy, if youcb nat”

"lanmedrgropaint, Camrack Sendain Yauaetremawonekespants-vay dear ad unegLivocd pants Ng | just wards whether your god isto
puamenantrefaed thenmom a o put your rarentrefrant peged Truth, adhovmay of uisremdessmenyouwill saificeto ot it there”

Sardain sood, siled, gethered hispepars ad donty walked thelength o theteble Hepetted Aksonor anthe o der, lesned fawad unl their noses
pradicdly toudhed ad sad inanwamand fathaty vaog "Na ovaey mary yeasanp | ammardad afa mae dfidat gpaation, whee | oocasardlly hed iy
wakasdhat fo indee”

"Howv drangg then, thet yau didi't shoat the Chief whenyou hed the drancg* Aksaor redlied, “since heaweyskrew you to beatyrat ad afod. | an
supised youwaena drong eauch o bury hishody inthesowv o theguag adlesd sl into seeceanyaur onn'”

Ardo Aksaoy felt rored ressmn to aser thedoar. Hejust st anthe swayiadked couch, reed the dipgaing aggin, and let the men kinodk. Kinodk, knodd
Yetthisddn't sound like Sendain simpetient rgp, nor theidiat pounding of theK@EB. Thiswesthegantle, inoessarnt knodk o ssmerewhowalld dard there
antrepathd theadtiage until doaretly, ssarein the fath thet His knoddng wes nt in vain Gromling Aksyarov kidked thvough the litter of dirty dathes
(wretwestepant of laurdy rowv?) ad flug goentredoo.

Awaren

Awick heany-st, dfradivewarend abot fifty, gaying heir tied behind inayouthfl brad. Lage noseand desp brovn eyes Seaaded in e anmsa
bulky cadboard box bourd with meeking tgpe Behind her, & thefoat of thedive Oleg 9ood & attention bescetrecar.

Alks/aov Hinked & bah of treminwocamat.

"CamakAksiany?| gdagzefa dguhing yousolate but | mug reum toMasow tonight. | anNirelvanosraKader. Sage Padovidiswife The
Chi swife”

"Hiswife" Aks/aov exdamed

Sesoqped ad s thebox anio the path & hisfest. Sraghtaning, de smiled athin, sd amile "Yau nesd nat sugde to conee yaur astonigmet,
Gamake | krow thet my hudoard rever ooked mehare Far e, hesdid, iokegp hisfamily essend espossible”

"Hisfamily" Ned thesnadthemomwodd wedlefar dominond thesky.

"l anarel kowvmuchnaedbout yauthenyou aoaut me Gamracke Aksyaov. My hueoend sooke df youwharese recare to Maszow. Hesad hehed
noefathinyoutreninay rodet hehedever desgned” Senoddkd & thelbox ad sad," Theseaeafew d hispasrd dfedts | anare hewaodd hraewerted
yautohaetem”

"Rard dfeds” Aksaov sad, durpad agaret the doawey. Hefelt inoressingly recndrt in this conversstion. "Heese fagive my marmas Nira
vaovra Waityauaoeingdg, aut of theadd?Oleg youcame too. Heese | will v sametes

Sedock he hed "l ansony, but | mud o The hdioopter waits Goodoye Conracke Aksyaov. Thark yau far yaur help to my hugoend” Senmoved
with rerakedegaefaalagewaran adwestefway doanthe sgasbdaehecadd reat

"Watl" heaied

Sedd thoghgedd nat lodk aound Sefad tefranyad ad remided

"Heee | dort undadand. Thaes 0 much | wart to ek yau, abact yaur family, and abot the ChieH memn, abaut Sage Padovich Hewes ach a
tremadosinfiueceanme youses nomay o s ad! know o litleabaut him So litle: Nexdt to nathing, reelly. Ard | aould tell you things | coud tdl
yauwhet heweslike hare whet heused to co and sy, o thecosmorauts dl veeaed him yauhaeroidea Yaushoudkrow dl this Gareindde, desse We
haesomuhto tak o

'‘Wehaernahing otk ot $esid ssdefarhim "Daityouss?Catt youimegrehow dfficut it wesfar meto carehee? Tosee this dace thet
cetroyed my hudandHret dedroyed me?Yea dter yer dter yerr, Conrace Aksyonoy, about aceamanthy, with no waring wheisoese, ny tdephorewald
ring, ad |l woudasner it immediatdy, far aur goatmart issel ad | desp bt lightly, adthen | waud go dowrgiars ad weich my heseerd dinb ot of a
a ful of sddes-s0dondy, ch sodomy henoved likeandd, dd marH never s himwhenhewes it edreuded Heard | wauld st & the foat of the dars
adtak faranhour ar o uniil hehed geheed the tregth o dimb to thebetoomad go to degp. Ard thened maming theca full of ddieswalld €ill be
authee aditwaddtgkehimaney aggein Bak to this gace Bak to dl of yau Do yau undadand, Gamvack Aksyaov, why | cb nat nush to evtrace yau
ron? Sewdkedafev paossino theyad then acbiet "Whenmy huseandwes sant to Shieig omary yeasap | weslikearmedavamen | thought hewes logt
tome thet hrewaldbein prison far trerest f hislife Ardl wesrigt, Comrack [ wesright”

"Yar hserdwesafreenen” Aksaov ssd



"l rarero aonird o whetyou bdieve” Ninalvanosmasaid. Senoddad tonard the pedkagean e parch | levegvenyaudl thet | angveyau Ardrow
Imeghare’

Sewdkad tothec, whaeQleg hdd gqoenthe pessange dor. 1t befaresesgpad insde decdled aut, " Try to get samedegp, Conrace Aks/aor. My
hueoand dweyswanied becaueyauwaked o late

Aksaov ket besdethe packagg, ridoed hishanos aoross the smoath sufaces of tgpe lacking far aseam, asthe car qauitiered 1o life ad Oleg ad Nire
aoradoeaney. Heree v ather o themaggein

XI. Baikonur Cosmodrome, 24 April 1967

Algaoywaldd nat havethought it possble Smdow thetwo sdldieswho flanked theaorird-room dor, dresdy sseratt ard eqressianless s twin garies
meread to S ep o atertion ssthepime minder waked in Biay conirdler, egines, and tedridan in theraom siood aswll, though they hed nat ben trained
init adweefa lesimpresvetentresddeas

Trepimeminde waeawdlHglored Hack st thet lacked nondesript besidetheunifam o his esoart, Ganerd Zddovich, whowes sdedd in mecHs
adbutorsard gpedlets Trepimeminister nocdked & eveyareand petted thedr. Withaadledive edrdation, eeyoresat and rumed to thar tesks exaaat far
Aoy ad Serain whojaned thedgnitaiesin thebedk o theroom

Aoy wesanaed thesvedy moorsbaneth Hisoanams o theheir hehed neither wesed nor aonoed in nore then acky, ad he aursed hirrsdf far
srhthoughts Whet mug poar Novikov lock like et thismamarnt?Nowikov, who hed cocked im besh benrrek; Novikov, who hed tdd him it wesro dishonor
toleddk ingace Novikoy rovwesinanatitd hdl, omarsaLiing invomitard tarar.

"Thisisagreet honar, Camrack Rime Mingte," Sendain sad, and shodk hishardahiit too vigaroudy. 'Y aur histaric cortribution to this missonwill do
wachasfa ComraeNovikov spafamences”

"Whe/a | eandoto hep, Comrack" theprimeminider sad, and garntly freed hishend Hesuveyed the desoanding tiers f desksand ingrumart pends the
vadt dgday stersontrefawel, trelitter of ssodnichwigpasad teadassss undafoct, the ssrovar in the aomen. His nose wiinded dightly: Thesvedt of
uwahed men Aksaoy wacked, ar thefar wase ink of desparation? *Feese dow meto my miagohare, ad tdl nrethe aurart stugtion” the pime
minge sd "Inlaymeistams mindyau”

Sahain rdled isowmnpush dar bedk over Aksyano/ stoesand gedurad far theprime minider to Sit. Hehed desrad iswaok dation df evaything bt a
miagdhoreadasrel gddpaed bug o Lein whidch the pime minste pushed asce to goen his lesther briefcese Sernchiin ganoad & Aksaow, who
redtedanae

"GamakNovkov isin his eghtearth atit of the Eath Becase df afaled dar pend, his adt is aiticdly low an dedtricd powe, 0 thet ot  its
auareic s/emsaeinopaaie Hehesatented far simetimeto menudly arent theat far reatty, thus far without suocess Benmowweae taking im
thraugh theprocess”

Trepime minge hed qoened amaila file fddar aontaining meny dosdly typed peoes Aks/aov ecbed doss, tried to reed o the e minide’s
dnude. "Abatanhour ap' Aksaoy antirued, “"Novikov godeeto hiswifeantheredio. Undrdandedy, Sewesauite s

Trepimeminda dancadaouda theganad, iispgpaspasad " Thewamenwepessad inthe comidr?”

Treganad noookd

"l mmaddewessaed tefardeacsmoaus’ tepimeminde sad

Tregaad lodked unoonfatede ad sdd, "Na Gamrace” All the aher waman cosmonautsindraining hed o coursg ben st hore dter Vdaina
Teedkovalanded sHdy four yeasedlie. Taes kovahadf hedben sat cnawaldwiceleduretour, her threedey ececares aaned

"Cod' thepimeminiser sdd "'l hedwaordared & schawamerly autburst fromatraned pilat Theganed tugpged @ hiswhite mugadre asif to sy yes
Ves juet 0. "Frocesd Camrace”

"Orermoething ComaeRimeMinge," Aksaov aontirued ' Theadt ssatwaerado faled vay ey in tre flight. Wehave ben using the aeft's
utrasotwavebedaprado, but becasededricd poner isina.ch dart 3y, esntret isbegiming tofade Muhd your messspeto thecosmarewt, in ot
meybelog in dgicad galde”

Trepimeminda smiledfar thefirg ime "Yaurmey know quitealat aboout speceflight, Gamrack” hesad, "ut | know aigoad hit ebaut goesches Arndl |
asreyqy treindvidld seteosaenae ssimpatat asthe aumuaive whde-as Gamrack Cegtro hes damondraied, éh Comrace Gaed? Head the
ognad dudded ad Shendiain after apauss janed them Aksanoy did nat Hewesscaming the text of the pime minise’ swdaamehome adtess to hoor
Hov Novikov, inwhichesthrdfieace o the cosmoraut a8 'he' ad "his' hed besn amardad inanegt and prede hard), o "yl and "your!” Thenthe prime
minge lad ishard arosthedst

"Doyauhaeay quesions Camrace Rime Minisa?' Sanckin asked

"I ae' tepimeminge sd locking & Aks/aov. "DossNoviko/ swifehaveresson toweg?

Sahingeeed hismauh o redy, but AksoovwesaLicker. Hesad ' TreUnanQreisaut f conrd.”

Trepimeminds, theganad, Sadain, dl regackd hm TrewhderoomweshLgned by thisharesy, thoughnonebut the nesret tier of conirdllers aaud
haeomatead

Soad ties bdow, aemen reed dawd aligt o rubasfar andther men to doldedhedk. Tre nunbaswae lang, with meny dednrdl daces ad ther
progeswasdow. "Le'sjud dat o, aed themnsad

" s thepimeminister sed, ashenudoed hiseyes Hesniveled tofassfaward, sopared theedbssdf hisgosech and seid 'l amreedly, Conrace”

Qairg & Aksooy, Sendain flipped aswitth & the bese d the prine minide’s antiquetad dek miagdhore ad adjudad his onn aonpedt heeds,
whichhed besndamed too condlicated far the visitor. "Speekers deess” Senchinsad

Anrdified gatic filled the room Aksaoy st & his reesringly dultered Stion and foosed an the Hinking dat thet matkedd Noviko/'s podition ana
wald mge-asif theaosmorat shader aosings aeeay faw minutes metierad to imnow.

"UnianQOre thisisBakaur. UnanQOre thisis Bakarur, canyouhear me Unian Ore?” Mae datic, " Urian Ore this is Balkarwy, Resge regoord if yau
anherme UnanQOre!”!

Maeddic, thet "I'mdargit, 'mdaing it, but it dossTtwak Doyouhear me Bakarur? It doesitwak!”" Maedaic.

Sedainrasd hisedronsa theflight drredior, whosad,"Weaked im o try theautometic Sehilizas agan”

Alkgaoy sk hishesd Hwmay dffeatwascoudamenpush tresarelbuto?



"UnanQOre thisis Bakaur. Wehe yau andweamtinuetowak antreprddem Butrowvwehae andhe vidtor far yau, Urion Org avay impartart
vigtorwhowansto goesk with you Heebesderreisthrepime miniger o the Soviet Union Doyauundadad, UnianQre?

Maegdic. That "Trepimeminga?'

"Yes UnanOrel ak for your atertion Thenedt vaice you hear will bethet of the pime ministe, with apersond messgp d tribuie™ Henodded & the
pimenminde, whonodded inrdum, lesned doseaough o tremiagdoreto kissit, ad shoutet

"Gredings Hov Novikov, loyd sndf aur Mdhaland wardaful Cammunid, aouragrouseqdare o soee aamvackinams adfriend..”!

Respording to Sendain ssgrds Aksoov adtheteamlestasjaned imad thegenad inthelecdk of theraom

"Ohviaudy Novikov will beuredeto menawve the et into thebedt trgedtary far reentry;,' Sedainsid "Trebet lreean do istum the aett 0 tret the
heet hidd fasssthe Eath ad thenfirethereroradkess Disussa?!

Beyregded ax addte aelodirsat mued hamsvesoasnd to ddub thepimeminige.

"Tref saiade-

"It sachararovwirdow, hell nee

"Hell besofar dff coursg Gadknonswharehelll edup-

"Hell hraverowey to aortrd thegainashecamesdon

"Yaudl havrecorsdaed thisauomedresdy, | 2" Sendain sid "Haeyoudo thought of aher gptiars? Rehgos Novikov aud press ey bution
inteadt anahe hundred times until theradio dies adwedl gohome?

Noaeredied A coded thermensock ther heeds Al lacked peleard Sck.

"Aksaoy, yauaeuderadaidicaly slet. Wretcbyaussy?

"l just brdkeayaurg marisneck, Madam withadide rdeand thesrae o apan”

"Wet?

Aoy pressd thehedsd hisherdsto hisfarehesd 'l antalking to mysdf, Gamrack | gpdogize Butmuchias| beetoadmit it, | mug agreewithyout |
sernahe gaion”

"Weretruding to bind ludd” aemensad

"Ratgs sy’ Serchrin retorted, "t &l theludk in aat hesrun aut. If any luck remairsfar thisflight, Novkov mugt fird it anreertry.”

Treflight dretar lighted adgarete ard tidked dff itars an hisfingas "Sdar perd down Sotware rado doawn Sahilizas doan Thrugas doan
S poetrerdrorokasaeconn tod? Ardthe peradute for thet meta?'

"Ardthegedion st?' theganed acbkdl

Tredhaslacked & thefloor. "Camrack Ganad,” Aks/aoy sad, esgattly ashecodd, "an Union Qrethaeis o gedion et Yau gaoved the desgn
yoursf, ComaeGaed.”

Tregaed begento arss adtreahasraumed to thar dations Senckin gripped Aks/anoy sy am o tightly thet theyounge menwinoed

"I will nat forget your syppart,” Sendcain ssid

Alkgaoywedhed himedf free

Trepimeminda dancad upfram histedt, then fetered bdfiarethefaurd iisgaceaggin “indl fureganerdions your rarewill smmm treday o ar
get Soadig counry torew fegts—

TrenNovikov svaics thevdiced anmen rausad framalang trance ripped fram the speskars

"Whetisthis bullghit?Gad danml Gaddenml Bakaru! Bakanud Thisis UrionOre Hepime BakarLn™

Trepimeminde st frazen, mauhagge Shoving pest Aks/aoy, Sendain switched an his heedkdt. "This is Bakarur, Union Qe Bgdain yoursdf,
UrianCre"

"Bdan mysaf?Bxdan mysdf ! St shit it Mae gaic. "Darit you udadand? Yauve gt to cb something | dont wart to de Doyau her ng
Bakawr?l doitwattode"”

Afresh burg of gatic dditerated his ned wards but Aksaoy, like eayare dsein the room, recogrizd their rytihms he imseif hed stoed judt a5
unoorirdledly e the Chief’ sfunadl.

Treasmonaut sdesoar ssamed o yark somathing vitd fram Sandain Hesnayed fawad like afdling tres dammed his hanos anio the deskiop, ad
lered therg lodking & nahing

Withatramiding hend, theganerd switched dff theprime minide’ smiagpohore “"Ratgosunder thedraumdances hebegen

"Yes o coure” theprimeminider sad, ashesvat Up his peparsard his hridfcese Hedood 0 dunrslly thet the svivel dreir topded over. Treguads
daing & theloudgpeekas pad thepimeminider rohed sstregenad hudled imaut thedoar.

Saaindunped aging theconede Sill Novikov aontinuisd to soh, Threedrenfaoeslacked Up a Senckin Savad waedreskad with teers

Alkgaoy aoudnt dand it. Sy somathing” hehissad "Ressarehim Tl imwehaveapan”

Hedhook Serckinae wice Trenhedagpad im ablidaing aack thet effected Srendain nat & &ll.

"l.| cait.. | donit.." Sendain svacewesaghedty, dured imitation of itsdf.

Treflight dredor aied, "For God sske telk tohim!”

Akgaoy srocetotreprimeminige’ smiagahong switded it an and sdct

"Novikov. Novkov. Thrk of the Chief"

Aridtredaic asrdl vdee .. \WHL.. ?"

Abduedleeintecrnird room

"TheChie, Novikov. Wretwauld the Chief d3?'

".TheChd.."

"ThisisAks/aov. Yaurararie me d?Yaur ysdedonn egines fried? Yau pllated meinto ortait, Novikow, and brought me ssfdy doawn aggin, and |
ardared tewrdewayou dd it, Novikov. Wedd it. Yauardmeand the dodtor, ad the Chief. Doyourarenta?

"Yes. yes Comrak. | remam”

"Ligentormg Novikov.Wehareagdan aan| bedievethe Chid waddgproved:. But fird, | wart to reed you something. Yauramerbe thenoe | caied
ino gece? Trerdethe Chief gavenrejugt befaelaund ?Yautddmethen thet | houldn't reed youthendte uniil theprgper imehed care W, | ravette nae
withrmerow, Nodkov. | revecaried it inny podket e sSnce Letmeunfdd it now... Haeiswhet it ssys Novikow. It ssys ‘My fried, | angood & goecsaret



desgnbecaeel krow just whet cosoreuisfed like | too have ben dare ard frightened ard vary far fram home and suroundid by the addl Soon yau will
krow how this feds aswal. But | svived, iy friend, ard o will yau, ad we will aortinue 1o dessign greet things together. Sgned, the Chid? Do yau
udadad, Noviko/? TheChief kronsexadly howyaufed.”

Alarg slence Aks/aoy wetchad the binking dat ggarcech Aflica Ored theteam lesdarsthrugt a printout unde his nosead whispered, " The ningisath
ahitisaomingup It shislegt daeto- Aksaovwaedimangy.

Treasmorat dke " TheChid... isded”

"Doyauredly bdievetret, Novikos/?Doyouredly faramomant beiee thet?'

Maedstic, then Novikov oMy ard sty redliect "No, Comrace No | dont”

Alksaoy daggad temiagdhorewith imashe st an trefloar. Hero lager aolid ssetre e judt the Chief sfame, laughing in the dakiness ouisice
Gainisadtizge "l don't ather, Novkoy," Aksoroy sad adrded tretearsfram hiseyes Hesmiled & thermen to left ard right who pessed him cdoddians
adtisses "Now lisgen torrecarfully. Hegswhetweaegang o do..”

TreUnanOredurged thrauch theanmogahare inided ed over end likealoy whoheslogt hisded betfway connthe hill, its usdess pradhuie albrdded rpe
behird

Trefird indlighle rado tramsmissonframits pilat wesinat the despeiring
yauaegudngnewagy, yauaregudngnewragy, caityouudasand
repated by aUSS intdligance dfficer yearsdter thefadt, but infadt aleter messspe athreeward soga
Chdishae

Sirewhohaehaad thetgpedb it bdieve ad sy theseaend thewads

Bu trecosmoreus-they bdiee

XI1.Baikonur Cosmodrome, 22 August 1997

"Excdlat"

"Wardafu!"

"Goodjdb, Res”

Ches gydase dnusrembaasd trough thecontrd room Regdehuoped, kissed, pounded areanather anthebadc

Qed thegrdl, othared wome-Lyudille?Na Lyudillahed vecsioned in Frague ard row goarted ahdf-doven enirgsinher right e, dl thewey
p likethegaird inandsbod-oned tham, anywey, wessnegt ino ther by thet cef Atkov, wrodd natesenkrow how to Leeadice rule: They kissed with a
sreckadbeove thedn, ard then Atkov herdkd her to thenedt men, Saelrov? Seido?Ored therevaomeas Shekissed him too, ad sopedled likeadhild

Aksooyweidhed ad ssid nahing Theengnesswaed esomegood nens somerdeese adhesygposed heaoud auffer ther ethusaam Farawhile

Alks/aoy good dareanthetoomod row & theledk o theroom hendsdagped behind. Hesiood rigid, heed tilted. At his left dbow westhe big sanding
oo of the Reae, itsaaenmodUelikenisetilted, afev deess off true

Tredfidd misson contrd room far the Recewes auts de Mosoow, o coursg; inthe aondex reed far the Chief, But theentire Russian sosceprayam bed
benanrad det sethe Lne 5 adlison-egpadidly Bakanur, whee Eath slane gosae ation hed besn designed ad il

Osren tretreecevman-Sdowey, Vinogathy, and Mike the Amaican-aouded o ther indrumants Theimegewes Hurred, but they dovioldy
waeginming likeNASA dinps Miketre Ameaican hdd up bah histrumos ashegimenad ssif bang tortured. Thiswesfar tdevison's bandit. et the aawv
hedreesn o behgpy, of course Asyarov lacked & hisweich Far anather few seoorcs

"Carfirmed, Maszow;,' Sdower said, hisvacefradurad by siatic. “All dedricd aralits waking fine Therew heich is asuooes Repeet, asuooss Full
poner is restored”

Arevroundd dessand gieksintheconird room Aksyanov's lips moved as he counted. Eight. Five Three Tduidko sradke Lp the dtairs towad him,
giling behind her heedket miagoharg her heavy eyronsasingedak swath aorassher pretty faoe Henootkd & her, then dapeed his hands ancg twicg, sdlid
reparts Hewaud hevedgped athird time, ot theroomwesdresdy slat.

"Catermad|ades” hrecdled ot "Toyour tesks pesse’" Hedsbinad thepubicackiess s/gem . Hisrestly quaver wesenbarasing eouch thee days
without amplificaion et hewesheard Lok howthey budied into posiion. Thewakaday mummur reumed Trepatty Wesove.

Somdimesthey fogat thet Adyonov/ srdehaewespurdy sartimentd, purdly osamonid. Someimes Aksaroy fagt it himedlf, Why dd his adlesgues
anaysjumpwhehesomuthsslifted anegdron?Hewald reve undastand it, no, nat if helived 1o betwo hurored, and hed helpad build twearty-five e
dations flying dl theflagsdf thewald

"Masowvwartsyauto sy anwad,' Tdubko ssid

Suprissd, Aksonoy dked ypand put anhishesdkset, whichhe hed wiedred dff inalbief momant of julilation. Hecat an inouiring dance & Tdudka
Serodddad mouhed "Yadrean”

"Comratsm Rae thisisAksooy; hesdd Hesaw Tdudko fronn & "aonracks” but he coddnt dede the dhart remeindr o hislife to pravarting
Tdudkd sfroms coddhe?Yauhavedorewdl. Yauhavrermecehidory, aonracks with your indoar goecewak Why dd they lodk o Hurad? It weshis e/es
Tdudkohedas rad im Yet anaher body pat faling. "But rovwedoan heemig meesomehigary of aur oanif this gation is to becare fully fundiord
apin Sand by, desse Aksoov ot

Whybaha?Heladked the Chief sdaouence heawayshed Suddinly weay, hepeded dff the hescket. Tdudko nodbidl et her serond, Makys who nocid
intumadbegn rattling df suggedionsto Masiow, reeding fromadipooerd thet aherskeat diding pepas ato. Aksonoy s down the heedlsd, too doss it
hepoared otheated thedesk Hisherd dat aut to cach it, but missad Thelittle plaetic hogp tumided to the flaor. A dat in his shoulde; heled drained
hinsdf agein Tdubko qoudred to retrievethe hesoks, her skart riding up, ad stood besdehim agein, reminding im aew thet Sewes le tenlewes Se
toudhedhisam

"Bogy? demumual "Areyaud rigt?

"lanfing" hesad Helkrew heddn't sound convinding Heleened anthebeck of adrarr. "l amamen o iran, my dear!" Henooded tonad the noddl, It is
theReethet isfaling goat Wary ebotha”



"TheRaehesponer apan Yaur tum now. Goto bed Bugary. Ga simeret. Gare bk fresh tomamow, whenwere assdagp in aisss agan'' Her amile
wesanddr waraissmile kronrngadkroan "Wewarit rgear evaythingwhileyauregore | pramise”

Astegdke $encrd hmtowadtheedt, her amaound hisshoudas ad Aksaor e her. Hedid nat goorediate bang ledured, honever gartly, but
hegarted Tdudkomary libaties Heknew Seredizad this took advertage Whe df it? Treyourg hed theadventzpe dlreedy.

" think theGeagassaeaoning by tamarmow;" Tduko oontinued, asthey nesred thedoar. Y aushould lodk ricefar them Rk anyaur ather hirt”

"Trehdl withtheGeagas" Aks/oov sad Hehlted, ard Tduldkowelked jugt allittle peet befare comparssing, "Darit tell medot the Geogas If
the Gaogashedhit draged usthenomn far thet autoeied gLicence s/gem Masowwaudn't heve meck us geer the cagp dhip in by herd in the firgt dace
Nowaoaweknodked the dation heif aut o ot Hewaved & themenanthesrem "It augit to ke Geagias Lp there, treeding weter. Rutting ot fires™" He
fdtered s0ted "Gaogad”

Tdudowesamiling Hefluged

"Yauhaehead dl thisbefae" hemuitered "\Why donit youiniemyat?'

Segezad hisam "Yautdd meas ‘Noareleamsanything by intemyping ™

"I tdl yourmary things" hesdid "Yaudorit haveto ligen”

Treg.ad hdd thedoar gpen watting, Helodked tenified-whether  the dd men a o the yourg wamen, Aksaov aoddnt tl. Majkehefeared berg
Hamadfarevaything thet hed hgpaned to the Reaee this g, fram the adllison awerd Theguad in the beck of theroom yed Hedid it! Tretweso
uressredefex inthe Sovigt Urion arin Yetsn sRussig dthe.

"Tdudq" Mekyscdled "Careladk & thesefigures will ya?”

"Beright thee" Secdled "Good nght, Brgary! Hehesteted ad Sepused, o dightly itwesdmost atdepethic puse "Good night." Se speesed his
amagginbdareriding aney. Hedd nat dlow himssif toweichtheloeck of her hesd, the sy o her Sirt. Ah Broay, rethought Qeeyou laughed & s.ch
fdllies Nowvyay, too, aeafodishdd men

Asrepessd, theguad aded,"May | radofar anesoart, Sr?'

"Na" heredied, moehadily tenhemeat.

"Asyauwidh, sr. Goodright, &r”

Hewanted to sy something friendly, toreketheguard fed btte, but aold think of nathing Westhistheguard with the young s, the boy with e sa?
Fathaslovetolbeaded 2ot ther dhilden Orwesthet ared theather guads?Ch thehdl with it. Thedoor hed dosd aywey, ad Aksaov wesdarein the
aonic.

Asrewdkad thewindng indinerehedwalked far somary years Aksyaov pessed trauch three setsdf g ards ad five setis of samasand ignored them
dl. Theges sHluted, and the scamarsbegoer, sohemLet hevemess red up to the Hatoric Aksyanov o thar memaries Ordoseaough

Betwen chedquaints; hisfoatgsedhoadinthedim, desated hells The daknesswes allbuohg-cuting messure Ligsweenre aiticd in ait, ad ©
fourfifths of theovetestsin thedd sectar, modtly used far storege, hed ben switched dff. Aksyaov’'s adlesguies didni't mind. Hachit Gaedhey, ss afarendl
oedure built tremagadrev entrance witharew deveator berk?Nolager ay nesd to pess thraugh this bedk wey, this tilted mese, to resch the suface Why
ntleaeit bteras?

But Aksoovwesres inahuny to reschthearface Heddn't like devatars dther, nat snce Sirrise Ore Ard hewes saardtly plessed] to welk thrauch
geetha dhassumed For paodedamed srangeequaiaesconn hae inthedd ssdar. Tohaesen pegdewhn inthened indat, werait thae Tohae
heard vaioss Thegardshed pitioned far fever cdhed<oaints corsdliceted shifts (And, nesdess o adtd these days e morgy) Bvayarewes Uness-exagt
trescamas whichnee s anything o, and Aksyarov, who hed reamead these aonidars for decadkes and who wes it about to stop now. Heheted agyesing
withtrescamasanaything

Hewneswdkingalittle fegter thesediys though, For treexaedse

Hepessd thelast chedqoant ademegad inb aful-faoehresean the nath Sdedf thewindsvet pazg infrant of Bretey’s Hdsous cfeigia Aksaory
soadintherourd mouh o thetunnd, bresthed deely, ard dreiched his ans his hebit wheneer reedning the auface: A fodlish hetit;, theewes just asmuch
roomfar dreiching udaground Heswurg hisarrstedk and farth, huopsd himedf threetimes dgp dgp dep Toodoudy far dagering but thenight weswam,
adtrebrezewesspessart with the dgat arisdf wild anarsardrenvimoanhe-araminds, Aks/anov redized withasoowd, thet therehed ben ro laundnes
in how lag?Inthedd daystharewesafing condart dech Herippad atuit o grassfran aagak in the pavament, et the Hadks Sift through hisfingas The
wazkhensth thedaasnvived ey eyt & aadication Qrenigt Aksaov waddarpolt heg adwetcthtemgow.

Hewalker aoossthe desated dag, hisfoatdgps still echaing Anaooustic tridk. Hispeth took him pet thet rare thing in the farmer Sovig Urian arew
gatue Hadsan hips ardlled Huegarint undr aneam Saga Kadey stood diffegged ad lodked & the sky. AsAksanov gaarcedned rethought aeaggin a
poor likeness It favored Lain Astow aodd it nat? Tresouptor red dreanly Leninsfar thinty yeas

Ashegqroadad trermatie Chief, hebegen to sl theflonvas Maethen us H, judging framtresmel adfran thedak hegsat thebeed thedtztue At
danntheKaadswaold desr aney theddest bougues but eoghwalddremen o gvetredaaits anly ada, itsaly mysay.

TreKazdspded upjuet thefloves ad 6t therest. Soecephotos dipgped from megeznes ad aucly framed Childran's plaiic toy rodkets Baxes o
theshoddy Eeet Gamenpansthe Chief hed usad-asif hehed hed much ddice Abaut aeeamanth, Aksyanov feidhed aade fram the cefdaiaad odledted
themdl, canied themtotrelogt ad fourd A slly dae banegth his dignity; hecoud essly ak the Kadds o db it, ar ayaore dse d the aorpe, far tret
mete. But Aks/anov hed reve gdentoayarea Bakanur aoaut this-thiswheteveHtwes-thisdrine Ardheraser ineded to. Nat esen to ak whoin the
daiil kgt pling upthesuff inthefirg place Cretoy goecedation, hekrew, hehed cated aney & leet traetimes

Noaees dfeed to hedp him, ethe.

AsAksaoy pessad e daLe hesavarew Sgeem thegound Whe-?Hedoaped ard ggped audked in histregh

Tredgperagad up ad Aksaov aied ot A menwessrarding o hisfest.

"Apdagies good s, tremensad, inKazkh 'l dd nat mento frighten My godogies”

Tremandresdy westrating aney, dusing himegf, Hemight havelodked bedk ancs bt thenheweslogt in thedaknessf thedaza

Bxrding, willing his heat to dow, Aks/ooy pered & the bee df the stetue Had the men left some token o edean? Aks/aoy wes quite sure e hed
inemupted somehing

Hadtremenredly benanhiskness poreantrepavsemat, fadng the detue?Had tereelly bemnin treMudim attitucde df praye'?

Alksaor hunied axossthe pavemant to thedank-faoed Khnsdhey ok thet housed hisrooms Onthestoop, hefurbded for hiskeys

Alsaoy redresd thet in Pais grieving tourigs piled santimentd litter dopthegavesd movieadarsad pop dars Qreeqeded ach thingsd Pais



But thiswesBakarLr, shasded BakarLr. Theeweero tounids o addesaishae Trecosmoress yes they waea apaditious dildah I, aways
hedbeerHhe dariesthey brought bedk fram the Resce walll Redlly. But theanginears compute proyanas esrophysads bureauoas?

Abaurdity-the Chidf apop g

Urlacked, thedoar proved to ke duck, ssuaLd; reshouldared it qpen Andher dat o pein

Whopaystoappda?

Hedosed thedoor behind imand grgpad for the switch, With typicel foresight, Kimusdhe/ sdedridanshed pacad the sitch nore then ayad aney fram
tredoor, ada apaadiar heght Itwesawaysahit of aseach

Trecdamialight wesesser o finrd O Aksaoy, redless in the micde d the night, hed welked into the dakened cefearia, flipped an thelight, ad
datiedagopd fifteena o egnaas dl youg, hudded aoud adnge cade & acane tehle They lodked gridken A dype agy, wes Aksaoy/ s firg
thought. Thrilled and martified, hefurided angodagy, umed thelight bedk off, and Ieft, never to rase the algedt with ayare Itwesnored his business He
reve aed Tdudkowre it westhet Sewhsed df theteble adhid inher lap. It hed looked, flesingly, likeaphoioggoh

Akgooy dd na evouraehsadlesguesto deetheddalsd ther parsord lives Only theddalsdf the prgedsthey weewakingan Ardthey dd e,
hewesare

Rdly sre

Whaewesthet cam light? Hisfirgamellsreked the plegter.

Ageepayamasjined Imegine

Whenthey pay tothe Chid, doeshearsna?

Heasnvaad Novkov.

"Novikov," Aksaov muttered Old menwaredlonved to tak to thamsdves waerit they?"l put the Chidf inNovikov shesd 1t tocambim coan meke
hislagt momarislesshanible If anyarehdpad him itwesnat the Chie. Itwesl. |, Aksanos”

Hishendsdid dl over thewdl. THswesembarassing, Waldhehaveto call simeong toay aut, Tduoko, desseaame o heg um annry light for me?
Sedthink itaruss apoy to enticeher into bedl Helaughed, thenbegan o ay. Hewaud ree find trelight. Hewesandd, dd men ad theewes o light. He
leered egiret thewdl and did down Hesst anthefloor, saddng inthedakness

Sopit, Aksaov. Sopit

Hedosad iseyes wigped hisarmsaourd hinrsdf, dutched himedlf. Hefdlt thetrenbing warsen Helait hislip, fought asreem

Hawesnat dareintheroom

Thisweshdful, afedt to hdd Tretrarding in hisarmsgradldlly essad adherdaxed hisgrip. Hisygpe ansad his fingaswae sore Siff tomanmow,
Hetregthad in thraugh hisnoss aut through hismouthy ashismother hed teught imlang agp Hedid ot goenhiseyes but hekrew thet if redid.

Hekrew.

"Ah Chid;" Aksaoov sdd "Luk aaurd haedl youwigh | will neser wardipyou | knowyautoowl, and | loveyautoo nuch

Hewdep stting ageind thewell. Headed eeywhae Trelighisweean ad it wesnight auside Beside imwesthe tdgohore tehle Good it wes
durdy euch Hehaded himedf U, hdding on graaning anly alittle Hestood, nuidoed hisarmsand legs waroedwhy an eatth lehed fdlen edesp in atha
position Hearsvered himedf, | anandd men and then sought aher prddens Withsimetraudeard tramhling he unbouttoned! his dhirt, absartly switdhed an
thedrdtingtebelan Helodked cown e his dssgsardwesinmediady engrassed] o inhiswak enashesark into theaeelding drar.

Ardif whilewakingresomeimes voceized his thoughts asif aompaing notes aring idess-yes enaguing-withandd friend, well, whet of it? Hewes
roadtist, rokneding Kaakh Henwesanegines.

"Haestheprddem Chief," Aksaov mummured "Herg thisisthe bet design far thesdlar arays interms o fud dfidacy. Mauntad like o, anthe savice
modle Sofa, sogood But theeaedher corsdadions For esanple.”!

Aksoo/spgasdidaeos teahe. Hisder aesked Tightlipped, with der ard pn redewatneline Helad hispgansdl thrauch the night, until
chwn
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