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E St ran g ed Before Paphos

by Loretta Casteen

By Bruce Holland Rogers
11 September 2000

8 January 2007

It starts again. The baby

i hand choke
After the divorce, my wifeseid shedidnt 9 0 ©ough and choke

know who or what she wanted to be. When Locked Doors

| heard that she had become atoaster, | felt _ _
vindicated. A toaster! Wasthat all she could by Stephanie Burgis
be without me? And she wasn't even good

at it. She could only do two dices at atime, 1 January 2007
and they came out charred on onesideand voy can never let anyone
white on the other. Obviously, she wasthe g gnect, hismoather told him.

one with inadequacies. That wasthefirgt rule she
taught him, and the lat,

True, | was unemployed mysdf. But a before sheleft him here done

toaster! | would never fal aslow asthat. |

would take ajob asahuman being, or I'd withIt.
stay onthedole. Heroic Messures
Later, she worked as ahotel washing by Matthew Johnson

meachine, then as ahigh-capacity dryer until
she was demoted. She became one of those 18 December 2006

laundry hamperswith four whedsand a _
canvas hopper. Findly, shelosteventhat ~ Paleashewas, it was hard
job. to believe he would never

risefromthisbed. Evenin
Soon, however, | felt lessand lesslike the darkest times, she had
gloating. | till couldn't find any work at dl, never redly feared for him;
no matter how | tried. he had aways been strong,

_ S0 strong.
| next saw her while on my way to an

interview for janitoria work at ahospital.  Love Among the Talus
She wasin the parking lot, backed into a '
reserved space. And shewasstunning. O Elizabeth Bear

Therewas no mistaking her, even with al thell December 2006
changes. She had white sdewalls. Her body
was lustrous ted everywhere but on the
inward curving white panelsthat stresked
back from her front whedls. Her chrome
sparkled in the sun.

Nilufer raised her eyesto his.
It was not what women did
to men, but shewasa
princess, and hewasonly a
bandit. "I want to bea

| just stood therein front of her, searching  Witch” snesaid. "A Witch
for something to say until aman came out of @d not aQueen. | wishto

the hospital and walked up to her. be not loved, but wise. Tell
your bandit lord, if he can

"Beautiful, isnt she?' hesad, fittingakey  give methat, | might accept
into her door. "I restored her," he said, "built hisgift.”

her up alittlefrom her origind 283 smal . o .
block, gave her somejuice. Archived Fiction Dating
Dual-Carter-carbed. Y ou know cars? Want Pack t0 9/1/00

to see under the hood?'

His generosity made me uncomfortable.
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