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Theold Ab'O rotated his hands in opposite directions, palm to pam, two inches gpart, and held the universe between tl
"It will giveyou everything. A lovdy gift for afamous desart sailor like yoursdlf, and agood price.”

"No. Thank you, Phar. | don't think | need a double-planisphere. Y ou useit.”

"Ah, no," Phar said, taking the intricate device from me and putting it awvay under glass. "My shop is universe enough. |
"I'm sure that's not what you wanted to show me, Phar."

"No, Captain Tom. But, ah, it'sadelicate matter. A surprise. Look around awhile. Humour me."

"Very well," | said, and moved among the stacked counters, ducked under hanging shapes, navigated between piecesa
| knew the shop well, probably aswell as anyone gpart from the old man. | loved it, loved itstimelessness, the way it \
generations-aplace for finding unexpected treasures, splendid curios, heart's desires.

Phar followed me as he had for years, whenever | came to examine his mostly questionable, sometimes remarkable me
"That'savanity," he said, pointing to aglossy dark rock in abroken vacuum case.

"| doubt it. It lookslike quassail dag.”

"A meteorite then. | have vanities!" Phar said in a congpiratoria voice. " Speciastoo. Nader's eyes |ocked away in ston
"No," | sad. "Tell mewhat it isyou want or let melook."

"Look!" he said, and pretended to move away-pretended because he stayed close by, muttering softly so | could heer. *
Then | saw it, adull meta man-shape in the gloom, standing where | remembered a dusty wall-hanging had aways best
"Phar, what isthis? Armour?’

The Ab'O wasthere like atoy on aspring. "Armour, that?' His eyeswidened. "Y es, armour. A battle suit.”

"It lookslikearobot. A high-mankin.”

"No. No. It'sjust an old low-mankin. Totem use only. Scarecrow use."

"But, Phar-"

"Not s0 loud, Captain Tom. Y ou bring metrouble.

"But itsarobot!"

"Was," he said. "Doesn't work. Absolutely illega. Come, | lead you back into the light!" The little man laughed, but it v
"Where did you get it?'Y our people would kill you."

"Wisdom and understatement there in one hit, Captain Tom."

"Closethe shop. Bring alight.”

The AD'O did so, and found me rubbing dust from the big rust-flecked barrel chest, the articulated stove-pipe legs, the
"Thisisincredible, Phar. 1t lookslike an old Antaeus, powered from the earth.”

"No. No," Phar said. "A Helios. Sun-driven originadly and adapted to my shadows." He laughed again. "Made by Antic
| regarded the blank metal face, the faceted dead glass eyes that had once viewed the world as an endless stream of mc
"Thismust be worth afortune, Phar. Do you have the manual for it?'

The Ab'O nodded. "It isaMaitre class. Its oriete was coded in India, in the Bati Gardens.”

"Thisiswhat you wanted meto see.”

Phar stared at me through the gloom. Again he nodded.

"Why?' | said.

"Please,”" the Ab'O replied, concern showing on every line of hisface as he moved forward into the light. "L et me comp
"| appreciate that. Now tel me. Why?"

"Y ou know why they were outlawed, Captain Tom?"

"I know what Antique Futures wastrying to do, yes, of course. The high-mankins-"

"Saw desth. They read life-patterns, saw and recorded energy flow out of the newly-dead body. The robots, smply rey
"It contravened Ab'O philosophica thought. A conflict of interestswith their concept of the haldanes.™

"Yes," Phar said. "Y ou know the Ab'Os did not take kindly to the National s intruding into this area of knowledge. | am
"And the tribeswon."

"How could they not?' Phar said. "The mankins reported what they were built to see, and that was too much; the things
life-energy from dead humans. The Dreamtime is meant to put usin touch with our cosmic salves, not the rel eased ener:
"Isthere adifference?’ | indicated the mankin. "Doesit work, Phar?'

"This?Yes" the Ab'O said. "Lud isbroken, as| told you, but he can talk, and can be made motilewith no trouble.. . ."
"Lud?
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