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Da Vinci

Jack Dz
One
Dressed asif he were on fire—in adoublet of heliotrope and crimson over ablood-red

Verrochio had invited arobust and august company of men to what had become one of the most important sdlonsin
stood near the walls, discreetly listening and interjecting aword here and there. Normaly, Master Andrea cgjoled the
tonight he had closed the shop. The aged Paolo del Pozzo Toscand i, who had taught Leonardo mathematics and geo

San Lorenzo. A boy with dark intense eyes and a tight accusing mouth stood behind him like ashadow. Leo

| want you to meet ayoung man with whom you have much in common,” Toscandli said. "Hisfather isdso anotary, li
poet and playwright and rhetorician. He isinterested in everything, and he ssemsunable to

"| am perfectly capable of taking,

"What's your name?"

"Ach, forgive memy lack of manners,”" Toscandli said. "Master Leonardo, thisis Niccolo Machiavelli, son of Berr
L eonardo bowed and said with atouch of sarca

"I would like you to help thisyoung man

"But |-

"Y ou are too much of alonewaolf, Leonardo. Y ou must learn to give generoudy of your talents. Teach him to seeasyc
nature of light. Show him your flying machine and your s

"But he's only

Niccolo Machiavelli stood before Leonardo, staring a him expectantly, asif concerned. He was a handsome boy, tall
strange place. Merely curic

"What areyou cdled,” Leona

"Niccolo," the

"And you have nc

"] am cdled Niccolo Machi

"Wdll, | shdl cdl you Nicco, young

After apause, hesaid, "No, Maestro,” but the g
"S0 your new name pleasesyou

"I find it amusing that you fed it necessary to makem
Leonardo laughed. "Anc

"l anadmost

"But you areredly fourt

"And you are till but an apprentice to Master Andrea, yet you aretruly a master, or so Master Toscandlli hastold me
treated as an apprentice such asthe onetherewho isin charg
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