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The Fifth-Di nmensi on Tube

By Murray Leinster

CHAPTER
The Tube

THE generator runbled and roared, building up to its naxi rum speed. The whol e | aboratory quivered
fromits vibration. The dynano humed and whi ned and the night silence outside seened to nake the
noi ses within nore deafening. Tomry Reanes ran his eyes again over the powerleads to the

nonst rous, mi sshapen coils. Professor Denham bent over one of them straightened, and nodded.
Tommy Reanes nodded to Evel yn, and she threw the heavy multipl epol e switch

There was a flash of junmping current. The masses of netal on the floor seened to leap into
ungainly life. The whine of the dynanp rose to a screamand its brushes streaked blue flanme. The
metal things on the floor flicked together and were a tube, three feet and nore in dianeter. That
tube withed and twisted. It began to formitself into an awkward and seeningly inpossibl e shape,
whil e netal surfaces sliding on each other
produced screamnms that cut through the din of the notor and dynano. The withing tube strained and
wriggled. Then there was a queer, inaudible snap and sonething gave. A part of the tube quivered
i nto not hi ngness. Another part hurt the eyes that | ooked upon it.

And then there was the snmell of burned insulation and a wire was arci ng sonewhere while
thi ck rubbery snoke arose. A fuse blew out with a thunderous report, and Tomry Reanes | eaped to
the suddenly racing notor-generator. The notor died am d gasps and runblings. And Tonmy Reanes
| ooked anxiously at the Fifth-D nension Tube.

It was inportant, that Tube. Through it, Tommy Reanes and Prof essor Denham had reason to
believe they could travel to another universe, of which other nmen had only dreaned. And it was
i mportant in other ways, too. At the nonent Evel yn Denhamthrew the switch, |ast-edition
newspapers in Chicago were show ng headl i nes about &Ki ngd Jacaroas forfeiture of two hundred
t housand dol Il arsé bail by failing to appear in court. King Jacaro was a |lord of racketeerdom

Wil e Tormmy inspected the Tube anxiously, a certain chief of police in a small town
upstate was telling feverishly over the tel ephone of a posse having killed a nonster |izard by
torchlight, having discovered it in the act of devouring a cow. The l|izard was ei ght feet high
wal ked on its hind legs, and had a collar of solid gold about its neck. And jewel inporters, in
New York, were in anxious conference about a flood of untraced jewels upon the market. Their
origin was unknown. The FifthDi nmension Tube ultimately affected all of those affairs, and the
Death M st as well. And+though it was not considered dangerous then+everybody renenbers the Death
M st now.

But at the nmonment, Professor Denham stared at the Tube concernedly, his daughter Evelyn
shivered frompure excitenent as she |ooked at it, and a red-headed nan named Snithers | ooked
i npassively fromthe Tube to Tommy Reanes and back again. Hedd done nost of the mechani cal work on
the Tubeés parts, and he was as anxi ous as the rest. But nobody thought of the world outside the
| aboratory.

Pr of essor Denham nmoved suddenly. He was nearest to the open end of the Thbe. He sniffed
curiously and seened to listen. Wthin seconds the others becane aware of a new snel
in the laboratory. It seened to conme fromthe Tube itself, and it was a warm danp snell that
could only be inagined as coming froma jungle in the tropics. There were the rich odors of
feverishly growi ng things; the heavy fragrance of unknown tropic bl ossons, and a background of
sone curious blend of scents and smells which was alien and luring and exotic. The whol e was |ike
the snmell of another planet, of the jungles of a strange world which nen had never trod. And then
definitely conming out of the Tube, there was a hollow, boom ng noi se.

I T had been echoed and re-echoed anmid the twi stings of the Tube, but only an aninmal could have
made it. It grew |l ouder, a nonstrous roar. Then yells sounded suddenly above it+human yells, wld
yells, insane, half-gibbering yells of hysterical excitenent and bl ood |ust. The beast-thing
bel l owed and an ul ul ati ng chorus of joyous screanms arose. The | aboratory reverberated with the
t hunderous noi se. Then there was the sound of crashing and of paddi ngs, and abruptly the noi se was
dimnishing as if its source were noving farther away. The beast-thing roared and bellowed as if
in agony, and the yelling noise seemed to show that men were follow ng close upon its flanks.
Those in the | aboratory seenmed to awaken as if froma bad dream Denham was kneel i ng
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before the mouth of the Tube, an automatic rifle in his hands. Tomry Reanes stood grimy before
Evel yn. He&d snatched up a pair of automatic pistols. Smthers clutched a spanner and watched the
mout h of the Tube with a strained attention. Evelyn stood shivering behind Tonmy.

Tommy said with a hint of grim hunor:

al donat think thereads any doubt about the Tube having gotten through. Thatas the Fifth-
Di mensi on planet, all right.a

He smiled at Evelyn. She was deathly pale.

al +r emenber +heari ng noi ses |like that.

Denham st ood up. He painstakingly slipped on the safety of his rifle and laid it on a
bench with the other guns. There was a snall arsenal on a bench at one side of the |aboratory. The
array | ooked nmuch nore like arns for an expedition into dangerous territory than a normal part of
apparatus for an experinent in rather abstruse mathenatical physics. There were
even gas masks on the bench, and sonme of those converted brass Very pistols now used only for
di scharging tear- and sternutatory gas bonbs.

aThe Tube wasnat seen, anyhow, & sai d Professor Denham briskly. awhoéas goi ng through
first?a

Tommy slung a cartridge belt about his waist and a gas nmask about his neck

al ama he said shortly. awall want to canouflage the nmouth of the Tube. 1all watch a bit
before | get out.a

He crawed into the mouth of the tw sted pipe.

THE Tube was nearly three feet across, each section was five feet |long, and there were gigantic
sol enoi ds at each end of each section

It was not an experinent nade at random nor was the world to which it reached an unknown
one to Tomy or to Denham Months before, Denham had built an instrunment which would bend a ray of
light into the Fifth D nension, and had found that he could fix a tel escope to the device and | ook
into a new and wholly strange cosnbs. He had seen tree-fern jungles and a nonstrous red sun, and
all the flora and fauna of a planet in the carboniferous period of devel opnent. Mre, by the
accident of its placing he had seen the towers and the pinnacles of a city whose walls and towers
seened plated with gol d.

Havi ng gone so far, he had devised a catapult which literally flung objects to the surface
of that incredible world. Insects, birds, and at |last a cat had made the journey unharnmed, and he
had built a steel globe in which to attenpt the journey in person. H s daughter Evel yn had
demanded to acconpany him and he believed it safe. The trip had been nade in security, but return
was another matter. A |laboratory assistant, Von Holtz, had sent theminto the Fifth Dinension
only to betray them One King Jacaro, |ord of Chicago racketeers, was convinced by himof the
exi stence of the golden city of that other world, and that it was full of delectable |oot. He
offered a bribe past envy for the secret of Denhamés apparatus. And Von Holtz had renoved the
apparatus for Denhanés return before working the catapult to send himon his strange journey. He
wanted to be free to sell full privileges of rapine and nurder to Jacaro.

The result was unexpected. Von Holtz could not unravel the secret of the catapult he
hi nsel f had operated. He could not sell the secret for which he had committed a crinme. In
desperation he called in Tommy Reanes+rather nore than an amateur in mathematical physics+showed
hi m Evel yn and her father marooned in a tree-fern jungle, and hypocritically asked for aid.

Tommyas enthusi astic efforts soon becane nore than nerely enthusiastic. The nmen of the
Golden City renmined invisible, but there were strange, half-mad outlaws of the jungles who hated
the city. Tommy Reanes had watched hel plessly as they hunted for the occupants of the steel gl obe.
He had worked frenziedly to achieve a rescue. In the course of his |abor he discovered the
treachery of Von Holtz as well as the secret of the catapult, and with the aid of Sm thers+who had
hel ped to build the original catapult+he nade a new snall device to achieve the original end.

THE whol e affair came to an end on one nad afternoon when the Ragged Men captured first an
i nhabitant of the Golden City, and then Denham and Evelyn in a forlorn attenpt at rescue. Tomy
Reanes went mad. He used a tiny sub-nmachi ne gun upon the Ragged Men through the nodel magnetic
catapult he had made, and contrived comruni cation with Denham afterward. Instructed by Denham he
brought about the return of father and daughter to Earth just before Ragged Men and Earthlings
al i ke woul d have perished in a vengeful gas cloud fromthe Golden Cty. Even then, though, his
triunph was inconpl ete because Von Holtz had gotten word to Jacaro, and nattily-dressed gunmen
rai ded the | aboratory and made of f with the nodel catapult, leaving three bullets in Tomy and one
in Smithers as souvenirs.

Now, using the principle developed in the catapult, Tommy and Denham had built a |arge
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Tube, and as Tommy clinbed along its corrugated interior he knew a good part of what he should
expect at the other end. A steady current of air blew past him It was |aden with a nyriad

unfam liar scents. The Tube was a tunnel from one set of dinmensions to another, a

permanent way from Earth to a strange, carboniferous-period planet on which a nonstrous dull-red
sun shone hotly. Tommy should cone out into a tree-fern forest whose |ush vegetati on woul d hi de

t he sky, and which furnished a |urking place not only for strange reptilian nonsters akin to those
of the | ongdead past of Earth, but for the bands of ragged, hal f-nad hunman bei ngs who were outl aws
fromthe civilization of which Denham and Evel yn had seen proofs.

TOMW reached the third bend in the Tube. By now he had lost all sense of orientation. An object
may be bent through one right angle only in two dinmensions, and a second perfect right angl e+at
ninety degrees to all former paths+ only in three dinensions. It follows that a third perfect
right angle requires four dinmensions for existence, and four perfect right angles five. The Tube
bent itself through four perfect right angles, and since no human bei ng can ever have experience
of nmore than three dinensions, plus tinme, it followed that Tormy was experienci ng other di nensions
than those of Earth as soon as he passed the third bend. In short, he was in another cosnos.

There was a moment of awful sickness as he passed the third bend. He was hideously dizzy
when he passed the fourth. For a time he felt as if he had no weight at all. But then, quite
abruptly, he was clinbing vertically upward and the soughing of tree-fern fronds was loud in his
ears, and suddenly the end of the Tube was under his fingers and he stared out into the world of
the Fifth D nmension

Now a gentle wind blewin his face. Tree-ferns rose to incredible heights above his head,
and now and again by the novenents of their fronds he caught stray glinpses of unfamiliar stars.
There were red stars, and blue ones, and once he caught sight of a clearly distinguishable double
star, of which each conponent was visible to the naked eye. And very, very far away he heard the
beastly yellings he knew nust be the outlaws, the Ragged Men, feasting horribly on half-scorched
flesh torn fromthe quivering, yet-living flanks of a nonstrous reptile.

Sonet hi ng noved, whi npered+and fled suddenly. It sounded |ike a human bei ng. And Tonmy
Reames was struck
with the utterly inpossible conviction that he had heard just that sound before. It was not
dangerous, in any case, and he watched, and listened, and presently he slipped fromthe nouth of
the Tube and by the glow of a flashlight stripped foliage fromnearby growmhs and piled it about
the Tubeés nouth. And then, because the purpose of the Tube was not adventure but science, he went
back down into the | aboratory.

THE three nen, with Evelyn, worked until dawn at the rest of their preparations for the use of the
Tube. Al that tine the laboratory was filled with the heavy fragrance of a tree-fern jungle upon
an unknown pl anet. The heavy, sicklysweet scents of closed jungle blossons filled their nostrils.
The reek of feverishly growing green things saturated the air. A steady wind bl ew down the Tube,
and it bore innumerable unfamliar odors into the |aboratory. Once a gigantic nmoth bunped and

bl undered into the Tube, and finally crawl ed heavily out into the light. It was scal ed, and
terrible because of its nonstrous size, but it had broken a wing and could not fly. So it craw ed
with feverish haste toward a brilliant electric light. Its eyes were especially horrible because
they were not conpound |like the noths of Earth. They were single, like those of a man, and were
fixed in an expression of utter, fascinated hypnosis. The thing | ooked horribly human with those
eyes staring froman insectds head, and Smithers killed it in a flash of nerve-racked horror. None
of themwas able to go on with their work until the thing and its fascinated, staring eyes had
been put out of sight. Then they | abored on with the snell of the jungles of that unnamed pl anet
thi ck about them and noi ses now and then com ng down the Tube. There were roars, and grow i ngs,
and once there was a thin high sound which seened like the far-distant, death-startled screamof a
nan.

CHAPTER I |
The Death M st

TOMWY Reanes saw the red sun rise while he was on guard at the mouth of the Tube. The tree-ferns
above himcane into view as vague gray outlines. The nmany-colored stars grew pale. And presently a
bit of crinson |ight peeped through the jungle sonewhere. It noved al ong the horizon and

very slowy grew higher. For a noment, Tonmy saw the huge, dull-red ball that was the sun of this
alien planet. Queer nobsses took formand color in the daylight, displaying colors never seen on
Earth. He saw flying things dart anong the tree-fern fronds, and some were scal ed and sone were
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not, but none of them was feathered.

Then a tiny buzzing noise. The tel ephone that now rested below the lip of the Tube was
bei ng used fromthe | aboratory.

asSmithers will relieve you,a said Denhamés voice in the receiver. aCone on down. \Ware not
the only people experinenting with the Fifth D nension. Jacaroas been working, and all hellas
| oose! &

Tommy slid down the Tube in an instant. The four rightangled turns nade himsick and dizzy
again, but he came out with his jaw set grinmly. There was good reason for Tonmyas interest in
Jacaro. Besides three bullet wounds, Tommy owed Jacaro something for stealing the first node
Tube.

He energed in the laboratory on his hands and knees as the size of the Tube nade
necessary. Smithers smled placidly at himand crawmed in to take his place.

aWhat the devil &s happened?a dermanded Tomry.

Denham was bitter. He held a newspaper before him Evelyn had brought coffee and the
nor ni ng paper to the | aboratory. She seened rather pale.

aJacaroas gotten through too!éa snapped Denham aHeads gotten in a pack of trouble. And heas
| oosed the devil on Earth. Here=+look!a He jabbed his finger at one headline. aAnd here+ and here!éa
He thrust at others. &Hereads proof.a

The first headline read: &KING JACARO FORFEI TS BOND. & Sral | er headi ngs beneath it read:
aRacketeer M ssing for Incone Tax Trial. $200,000 Bail Forfeited.& The second headline was in
smal |l er type: &Monster Lizard Killed! G ant Meat Eater Brought Down by Riflenmen. Akin to Ancient

Di nosaurs, Say Scientists.a

"JACARCAS ni ssing, & said Denham harshly. &aThis article says heads vani shed, and with hima dozen of
hi s nost
prom nent gunnen. You know he had a nodel catapult to duplicate+the one he got fromyou. Von Holtz
could arrange
the construction of a big Tube for him And he knew about the Golden City. Look!a

H's finger, trenbling, tapped on the flashlight picture of the giant lizard of which the
story told. And it was a giant. A rope had upheld a colossal, leering, reptilian head while nmen
with rifles posed self-consciously beside the dead creature. It was as big as a horse, and at
first glance its kinship to the extinct dinosaurs of Earth was plain. Huge teeth in sharklike
rows. Along, trailing tail. But there was a collar about the beastthingas neck

alt had killed and was devouring a cow when they shot it,a said Denhambitterly. &Thereéave
been reports of these creatures for days+so the news story says. They werenat printed because
nobody believed them But there are a couple of people missing. A searching party was hunting for
them They found this!éa

Tomry Reanes stared at the picture. His face went grimer still. He thought of sounds he
had heard beyond the Tube, not |ong since.

aThereds no question where they came from The Fifth Dinmension. But if Jacaro brought them
back, heas a fool.a

aJacaroads m ssing, & sai d Denham savagel y. &8Donat you understand? He could get through to
the Golden City. These beast-things are proof sonebody did. And these things came down the Tube
that sonebody travel ed t hrough. Jacaro woul dnat send them but sonebody did. Theyave got collars
around their necks! Who sent then? And why?a

TOMWYAS eyes narrowed.
alf civilized man found the nmouth of a Tube, it would seemlike the nouth of an artificial tunne
or a cave+a

aAnd i f annoying vermn, |ike Jacarods gunnena+Denhanés voi ce was brittle+ahad cone out of
it, why, intelligent nen might send sonething living and deadly down it, as nmen on Earth will send
ferrets down a rat-hole! To wi pe out the breed! Thatés what &s happened! Jacaroés gone through and
attacked the Golden City. Theyave found his Tube. And theyéve sent these things down.

alf we found rats conming froma rat-hole,a said Tommy very
quietly, dand ferrets went down and di dnat cone up, wead gas thema

aAnd so,a Denhamtold him &so would the Golden City. a

He pointed to a boxed doubl e-paragraph news story under a | eaded twenty-point headline:
aPoi sonous Fog Kills WIld Life. &

The story was not alarming. It said merely that state gane wardens had found numerous dead
ganme animals in a thinlysettled district near Coltsville, N Y., and on investigation had found a
bank of mist, all of half a mle across, which seemed to have caused the trouble. State chenists
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and bi ol ogi sts were investigating the phenonmenon. Curiously, the bank of nist seened not to
di ssipate in a nornmal fashion. Sanples of the fog were being analyzed. It was probably akin to the
Bel gi an fogs which on several occasions had caused nmuch | oss of |ife. The nist was especially
i nteresting because in sunlight it displayed prismatic colorings. State troopers were warning the
i nhabi tants of the nei ghborhood.

aThe gassingas started, &8 said Denham savagel y. al know a gas that shows rai nbow col ors.
The Golden City uses it. So weéve got to find Jacarods Tube and seal it, or only God knows what
will come out of it next. |1&m going off, Tommy. You and Smithers guard our Tube. Blow it up, if
necessary. ltas dangerous. lall get sone authority in Al bany, and weall find Jacaroas Tube and
blast it shut.a

Tommy nodded, his eyes keen and thoughtful. Denham hurried out.

M NUTES | ater, only, they heard the roar of a car notor going down the long | ane away fromthe
| aboratory. Evelyn tried to snile at Tonmy.

alt seens terrible, dangerous.a

Tomy consi dered and shrugged.

aThis news is old,a& he observed. &This paper was printed last night. | think 14l make a
coupl e of long-distance calls. If the Golden Cityas had trouble with Jacaro, itas going to make
things bad for us.a

He swept his eyes about and frowningly loaded a light rifle. He put it convenient to
Evel ynds hand and nmade for the dwelling-house and the tel ephone. It was odd that as he energed
into the open air, the famliar snells of Earth struck his nos
trils as strange and unaccustonmed. The | aboratory was redolent of the tree-fern forest into which
the Tube extended. And Snithers was watching am d those dank, incredible carboniferous-period
growt hs now.

Tommy put through calls, seeing all his and Denhanmés plans for a peaceful exploration
party and am cable contact with the civilization of that other planet utterly shattered by

presuned outrages by Jacaro. He nade call after call, and his demands for infornation grew nore
urgent as he got closer to the source of trouble. Hs cause for worry was verified | ong before he
had finished. Even as he made the first call, New York newspapers had crowded a second-grade

murder off their front pages to make roomfor the white m st upstate.

THE early-norning editions had terned it a apoi sonous fog.a& The breakfast editions spoke of it as
a apoison fog.& But it grew and noved and by the tine Tomry had a clear line to get actua

i nformati on about it, a tabloid had christened it the &Death M st& and there were three chartered
pl anes circling about it for the benefit of their newspapers. State troopers were being
reinforced. At ten oaclock it was necessary to post extra traffic police to take care of the cars
headed upstate to | ook at the nystery. At eleven it began to nove! Sluggishly, to be sure, and
rat her raggedly, but it undoubtedly noved, and as undoubtedly it noved independently of the w nd.

It was at twelve-thirty that the first casualty occurred. Before that time, the police had
frantically demanded that the flood of sightseers be stopped. The Death M st covered a square mle
or nore. It clung to the ground, nowhere nore than fifty or sixty feet high, and glittered with
all the colors of the rainbow It noved with a velocity of anywhere fromten to twenty niles an
hour. In its path were a nyriad small tragedi es+nesting birds stiff and still, and rabbits and
other snall furry bodies contorted in queer agonized postures. But until twelve-thirty no hunan
bei ngs were known to be its victins.

Then, though, it was noving blindly across the wind with a thin trailing edge behind it
and a rolling billow of descending nmist as its forefront. It rolled up to and across a concrete
hi ghway, watched by perspiring notor cops who had performed mracles in clearing a path for it
anong the horde of
sightseeing cars. It swept on into a spindling pine wood. Behind it lay a thinning sheet of
vapor =t hick white m st which seemed to rise and nove nore swiftly to overtake the main body. It
| ay across the highway in a sheet which was ten feet deep, then thinned to six, to three.

THE mi st was no nore than a foot thick when a party of notorists essayed to drive through it as
through a sheet of water. They dodged a swearing notorcycle cop and, yelling hilariously, plunged
forward. It happened that they had not nore than a hundred yards to go, so the whole thing was
pl ai nly seen.

The car was ten yards across the sheet of mist before the effect of its notion was
apparent. Then the mist, torn by the car-eddy, swirled nmadly in their wake. The notorists yelled
delightedly. There is a picture extant, taken at just this noment. It shows the driver with a
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foolish grin on his face, clutching the wheel and very obviously stepping on the accelerator. A
pandenoni um of triunphant, hilarious shouting+ and then a very sudden sil ence.

The car roared on. The road curved slightly. The car did not. It went off the road, turned
over, and its engine shrieked itself into silence. The Death M st went on, draining fromthe
roadway to follow the tall, prismatically-colored cloud. It noved swiftly and blindly. To the
circling planes above it, it seened like a blind thing imgining itself confined, and searching
for the edges of its prison. It gave an uncanny inpression of being directed by intelligence. But
the Death Mst, itself, was not alive.

Nei t her were the occupants of the notor car

When Tommy got back to the |laboratory after his last call for news, he found Evelyn in the
act of starting to fetch him

asmithers called, & she said uneasily. &He says sonethi ngds nmovi ng about +4 The buzzer of
the tel ephone was humming stridently. Tonmmy answered quickly.

aJust want you handy, & said Sm thersd cal mvoice. &l mght have to duck. Some Ragged Men
are chasma sonething. Get set, will ya?a

aReady for anything,a Tomry assured him

Then he nade it true: rifles handy, a sub-nmachi ne gun, gre-
nades, gas masks. He handed one to Evelyn. Smithers had one already. Then Tomry waited, grimy
ready by the Tubenout h.

THE warm scent-|aden breeze blew upon him Straining his ears, he could hear the sound of tree-
fern fronds clashing in the wind. He heard the | ouder sounds nade by Snithers, stirring ever so
slightly in the Tube. And then he caught a vague, distant uproar. It would have been faint and
confused at best, but the Tube was partly bl ocked by Snithersd body, and there were the nmultiple
bends further to conplicate the echoes. It was no nore than a form ess tumult through which faint
yells cane occasionally. It drew nearer and nearer. Tommy heard Smithers stir suddenly, al nbst as
if he had junped. Then there were scrapings which could only nmean one thing: Smithers was clinbing
out of the Tube into the jungle of the Fifth-Di nmension world.

The noise rose abruptly to a roar as the nuffling effect of Smithersd body was renoved.
The yells were sharp and savage and half nad. There was a sudden crackling sound and a voice
scr eaned:
acott!a

The hair rose at the back of Tomyas neck. Then there cane the deafening report of an
autonmatic pistol roaring itself enpty above the end of the Tube. Snmithersé voice, vastly calm

altéas aéright, M. Reanmes. Donat worry.a

A second pistol took up the fusillade. Yells and how s and screans arose. Men fled.
Sonet hi ng came crashing to the nouth of the Tube. Smithers& voice again, with a purring note in
it: aGet down there. lall hold Temoff.& Then single, deliberately spaced shots, while sonething
came stunbling, funbling, squirmng down through the Tube, so filling it that Smtherséa shooting
was nut ed.

THEN came the subtly different explosions of the Very pistols, discharging gas bonmbs. And Tonmy
drew back, his jaw set, and he stood with his weapons very ready indeed, and a scratched,
bl eedi ng, exhausted, panting, terror-stricken human being in the tattered costune of Earth craw ed
fromthe Tube and groveled on the floor before him

Evel yn gave a little exclamation, partly of disgust and partly of horror. Because this
man, who had come fromthe world of the Fifth D nmension, was wholly familiar. He was tall, and he
was | ean, emaci ated now, he wept sobbingly behind thick-Iensed spectacles, and his lips were far
too full and red. H's nane was Von Holtz; he had once been | aboratory assistant to Professor
Denham and he had betrayed Evel yn and her father to the nost ghastly of possible fates for a
bribe of fered himby Jacaro. Now he groveled. He was horrible to ook at. Were he was not
scratched and torn his flesh was reddened as if by fire. He was exhausted, and trenmbling with an
awful terror, and he gasped out abject, placatory ejacul ations and suddenly coll apsed into a
sobbi ng mass on the floor

Smithers emerged fromthe Tube with a | ook of unpleasant satisfaction on his face.

al chased off the Ragged Men with sneeze gas, & he observed with a vast cal nmess. &They
ai ndt com n& back for a while. And | always wanted to break this guyas neck. | think Iall do it
now. a

aNot till I&ve questioned hima said Tormy savagely. &He and Jacaro have started hell to
poppi ng, with that Tube design they stole fromme. Heds got to stay alive and tell us how to stop
it. Von Holtz, talk! And talk quick, or back you go through the Tube for the Ragged Men to work
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CHAPTER 1|
The Tree-Fern Jungle

TOVMY wat ched Smithers drive away. The sun was sinking |low toward the west, and the car stirred up
a cloud of light-encarm ned dust as it sped down the long, narrow |lane to the main road. The

| aboratory had intentionally been built in an isolated spot, but at the nonment Tommy woul d have
given a good deal for a few nmen nearby. Snmithers was taking Von Holtz to Albany to add his

i nformati on to Denhamés pl eas. Denham had ordered it, when they reached hi m by phone after hours
of effort. Smthers had to go, to guard agai nst Von Holtz4as escape, even sick and ill as he was.
And Evel yn had refused to go with him

alf | stay in the |aboratory,ad she insisted fiercely, ayou can slip down and | can bl ow up
the Tube after you, if the Ragged Men donat stay away. But by yoursel f.

Tommy did not consent, but he was hel pl ess. There was danger fromthe Tube. Not only from
ghastly animal s which might come through, but fromnen. Snithers had fought the Ragged Men above
it. He had chased them off, but they would conme back. Perhaps they would come very soon, perhaps
not until Denham and Smithers had returned. If they could be held off, the as yet unknown dangers
fromthe other Tube+rof which only the lizards and the Death M st were certainties+ mght be
counteracted. In any case, the Tube nust not be destroyed until its defense was hopel ess.

Tommy nmade up a grimbundle to go through the Tube with him the sub-nmachine gun, extra
drums of shells, nore gas bonmbs and half a dozen grenades. He hung the various objects about
hi nsel f. Evel yn watched hi m m serably.

aYou+youal | be careful, Tommy?a

aNot hi ng el se but, & said Tonmy. He grinned reassuringly.
aThereds nothing to it, really. Just sitting still, listening. If |I pop off some fireworks |al
just have to sit down and watch themrun. a

HE settled his gas mask about his neck and started to enter the Tube. Evelyn touched his arm

al am:fri ght ened, Tommy. &

asShucks! a said Tormy. aAlso a couple of tut-tuts.& He stood up, put his arns about her
and ki ssed her until she sniled. &Feel better now?a he asked interestedly.

aY-yes.

aFi nel & said Tonmy, and grinned again. awen you feel scared again, ring ne on the phone
and lall give you another treatnent. a

But her snile faded as, beaming at her, he crawled into the first section of the Tube. And
hi s own expression grew serious enough when she could see himno |onger. The situation was not
confortable. Evelyn intended to marry himand he had to keep her cheerful, but he w shed she were
well away from here

He tried to nove cautiously through the Tube, but his bundles bunped and rattled. It
seenmed hours before he was clinbing up the last section into the tree-fern jungle. He was caution
itself as he peered over the edge. It was already night
upon Earth, but here the nonstrous, dull-red sun was barely sinking. It noved slowy along the
hori zon as it dipped, but presently a gray cast came over the colorings in the forest. Flying
things cane clattering honmeward through the masses of fern-fronds overhead. He saw a projectile-
like thing with a |izardas head and jaws go darting through an incredibly small opening. It seened
to have no wings at all. But then, in one instant, a vast w ng-surface flashed out, nade a single
gigantic flap+and the thing was a projectile again, darting through a chevaux-de-frise of
interlaced fronds without a sign of wings to support it.

TOWY inspected his surroundings with an infinite care. As the darkness deepened he neditatively
taped a flashlight bel ow the barrel of the sub-nmachine gun. Turned on, it would cast a pitiless
I'ight upon his target, and the sights would be silhouetted against the thing to be killed. He hung
his grenades in a handy row just inside the mouth of the Tube and set his gas bonbs conveniently
in place, then settled down to watch

It was assuredly necessary. Von Holtzas story confirmed his own and Denhamés guesses and
made their worst fears seemoptimstic. Von Holtz had nmade a Tube for Jacaro, working fromthe
nodel of Tommyas own construction. It had been conpleted nearly a nonth before. But no jungle
odors had seeped through that other Tube on its conpletion. It opened in a subcellar of a
structure in the Golden City itself, the city of towers and soaring spires Denham had gli npsed
I ong nonths before. By sheer fortune it opened upon a rarely-used storeroom where inprobable small
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ani mal s+t he equi val ent of rats+ played obscenely in the |ight of ever-glow ng panels in the wall.
For two days of the Fifth-Di nmension world, Jacaro and his gunnen lay quiet. During two

ni ghts they made infinitely cautious reconnai ssance. The second night it was necessary to kill two
men who sighted the tiny exploring party. But the killing was done with silenced autonmatics, and
there was no alarm The third night they lay still, fearing an anbush. The fourth night Jacaro
struck.

HE and his nen fled back to their Tube wi th plunder and precious gens. Their | oot was vast even
beyond their hopes, though they had killed other nen in gathering it. The Golden City was rich
beyond belief. The very crust of the FifthD nmension world seened to be conposed of other

subst ances than those of Earth. The common netals of Earth were rare or even unknown. The rarer
metal s of Earth were the conmonpl ace ones in the Golden City. Even the roofs seened plated with
gol d, but Jacarods gunnmen saw not one particle of iron save in a ring they took froma dead nmanéas
finger. There, an acid-etched plate of steel was set as if to be used for a signet.

Von Holtz had acconpani ed the raiders perforce on every journey. Jewel ed bearings for
nmotors; objects of commonest use, made of gold beat thin for |ightness; huge ingots of silver for
i ndustry; once a queer-shaped spool of platinumwre that it took two men to carry=+these things
made up the loot they scurried back to their rathole with. Five raids they nade, and twenty men
they shot down before they came upon disaster. On the sixth raid an outcry rose and an anmbush fel
upon t hem

Fl ashes of incredibly vivid actinic flame | eaped from queer engines that opened upon them
Curious small truncheonli ke weapons spat paralyzing electric shocks upon them The twelve
gangsters fought with the desperation of cornered rats, with notched and expl osive bullets and
with streans of |ead fromtonmny-guns.

A chance bull et bl ew sonething up. One of the flanme weapons flewto bits, spouting what seened to
be liquid thermt upon friend and foe alike. The way of the gangsters back to their Tube was
barred. The route they knew was a chaos of scorched bodies and nelting netal. The thernit fl owed
in all directions, seemng to growin volune as it flaned. Jacaro and his gangsters fled. They
broke through the shaken remmants of the anbush. The six of them who survived the fighting found a
man somol ently driving a ground vehicle with two wheels. They burst upon himand, with their
seared faces constituting threats in thenselves, forced himto drive themout of the Golden Gty.
They fled along al um numroads into

the tree-fern forests, while the sky behind themseened to flame as the city woke to the tunult in
its ways.

They killed the driver of their vehicle when he refused to take themfarther, and it was
that nurder which saved their lives. It was seen by Ragged Men, the outlaws of the jungle, and it
proved their enmity to the Golden City. The Ragged Men greeted them joyously and fed them and
enlisted their aid in a savage attack on a | and-convoy on the way to the city. Their weapons
carried the convoy, and they watched wounded prisoners killed with excruciating tortures.

They were with the Ragged Men now, Von Holtz believed. He had fled a week or nore before,
when Jacaro+al ready | earning the | anguage of his half-nad allies+began to plan a grandi ose attack
upon the Golden City. Von Holtz was born a coward, and he knew where Tomry Reanes and Denham woul d
shortly thrust a Tube through. It would come out just where the catapult had flung Evel yn and
Denham nonths before, the same spot where he had nmarooned them He searched desperately for that
Tube, and failed to find it. He was chased by carnivores, scratched by thorns, and at |ast pursued
by a yelling horde of hunman devils who were fired into by Smthers fromthe nouth of the just-
fini shed Tube.

TOWY debated the story grimy as he stood guard in the Tube in the humd jungle night. Mny-
colored stars winked fitfully through the thatch of giant ferns overhead. The wi nd soughed
unsteadi |y above the jungle. There were queer creakings, and once or tw ce there were distant
cries, and when the wind died down there was a deep-toned croaki ng audi bl e somewhere whi ch sounded
rather |ike the croaking of unthinkably nmonstrous frogs. But it could not be that, of course. And
once there was the sound of dainty novenment and sonething passed nearby. Tommy Reanmes saw t he
shadowy outline of a bulk so vast that it turned himcold to think about it, and it did not seem
fair for any creature as huge as that to nove so quietly.

Then there was a little scuffling noise beneath him A hand touched his foot.

altas+itas me, Tommy. & Evel yn crowded up besi de hi m and
whi spered shakenly: alt+it was so | onesome down there, so quiet.a

Tomy frowned unhappilyé in the darkness. If he sent her back, she would know it was
because he knew danger |urked here. Then she would worry. If he did not send her back .
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alall+<lall go back the minute you tell me, & she insisted forlornly. &Honestly. But+l was
| onesone. &

Tomry slipped his arm about her

awnman, & he said sternly, damgoing to let you stay ten mnutes, so you can brag to our
grandchil dren that you were the first Earth-girl ever to be kissed in the Fifth Di nension. But |
want you down in the |aboratory so you wonat be in my way if | start running!a

H s tone was the right one. She even laughed a little, softly, as he pressed her to him
Then she clung to his hand and tried eagerly to pierce the darkness all about them

aYouall be able to see sonething presently,a he assured her in a |ow tone. &Just keep
qui et, now. &

SHE gazed up at the stars, then around in the so-nearly conplete obscurity. Tommy answered her
comments abstractedly, after a little. He was not quite sure that certain irregular sounds, yet
far distant, were not actually quite regular ones. The Ragged Men Smithers had shot into had run
away. But they would cone back, and they might come with Jacaro and his gunnen as allies. If those
di stant sounds were nen .

She wi thdrew her hand fromhis. Her back was toward himthen, as she tried to pierce the
darkness with her eyes. Tonmy listened uneasily to the distant sound. Suddenly he felt Evelyn bump
agai nst his shoul der. He turned sharpl y+and she was out of the Tube! She was wal ki ng steadily off
into the darkness!

aEvel yn! Evelynla

She did not falter or turn. He switched on the flashlight beneath his gun barrel and
| eaped out of the Tube hinself. The |ight swept about. Evelynas little figure kept noving away
fromhim Then his heart stood still. There were eyes beyond her in the darkness, huge, nonstrous,
steady eyes, half a yard apart in a head |ike sonething out of hell. And he could not fire
because Evel yn was between the Thing and hinself. Its eyes gl owed unholily=+fascinating, hypnotic,

i nsane.

EVELYN swayed . . . and the Thing nmoved! Tommy | eaped |ike a nadnman, shouting. As his feet struck
the ground a nmass of solid-seem ng fungus gave way beneath him He fell sprawling, but clutching
the gun fast. The spreadi ng beam of the flashlight showed him Evel yn turning, her face filled with
a wakeni ng horror+the horror of one released fromthe fascination of a snake. She screamed his
namne.

Then a huge |izard paw swept forward and sei zed her body. A second gripped her as she
screamed again. And Tomrmy Reanes was deathly, terribly cold. The whol e thing had happened in
seconds only. He was subnerged in sliny, sticky ooze which was the crushed fungus that had tri pped
him But he cleared the gun. The flashlight Iimed a ghastly, obscenely fat body and a | ong
tapering tail. Tomry ained at the base of that tail and pulled the trigger, praying frenziedly.

A stream of flame |eaped fromthe gun-rmuzzle. Explosive bullets uttered their queer
cracki ng noise. The thing screaned horribly. Its cry was hoarsely shrill. The flashlight showed it
Swi ngi ng ponderously about, with Evelyn held fast against its body in a fashion horribly
rem ni scent of a child holding a doll.

Tommy was scranbling upright. Jaws clanped, cold horror filling him he ainmed again, at
t he sharp-toothed head above Evel ynds body. He could not try a heart shot with her in the way.
Again the gun spat out a burst of explosive |ead. And Tommy shoul d have been sickened by the
effect of the detonating missiles. The thingas |ower jaw was shattered, half severed, nade
usel ess. It should have been killed a dozen tines over

But it screamed again until the jungle rang with the uproar, and then it fled, stil
screanm ng and still holding Evelyn clutched fast against its scaly breast.

CHAPTER | V
The Fifth-D mension World

TOMW flung hinself in pursuit, despairing. Evelyn cried out once nore as the lunbering thing fled
with her, giving utterance to shrieking outcries at which the tree-fern jun

gl e shook. It |eaped once, upon nonstrous hind | egs, but cane crashing heavily to the ground.
Tommyas expl osive bullets had shattered the bones which supported the balancing tail. Now that
huge fl eshy nmenber dragged usel essly. The thing could not progress in its nornal fashion of |eaps
covering many yards. It began to waddl e clunsily, shrieking, with Evelyn clasped close. Its jaw
was a shattered horror. It went nmarching insanely through the bl ackness of the jungle, and with it
went the unholy din of its anguish, and behind it Tommy Reames canme flinging hinself frenziedly in
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pursuit.

Normal Iy, the thing should have distanced himin seconds. Even crippled as it was, it
moved swiftly. The scaly, duckshaped head reared a good twenty feet above the fallen treefern
fronds which carpeted the jungle. The nonstrous splayed feet stretched a good yard and a half from
front to rear upon the ground. Even its waddling footprints were yards apart, and it noved in
terror.

Tommy tripped, fell, and got to his feet again, and the shrieking tumult was farther away.
He raced madly toward the sound, the flashlight beamcutting swordlike through the bl ackness. He
caught sight of the warty, scaly bulk of the nonster at the extrene limt of the rays. It was
novi ng faster than he could travel. He sobbed hel pl ess curses at the thing and put forth
super hunan exertions. He |eaped fallen treefern trunks, he splashed through shall ow ponds=I at er
when he knew sonet hi ng of the inhabitants of such pools, Tommy would turn cold at that nenory-+and
raced on, gasping for breath while the shrieking of the thing that bore Evelyn grew nore and nore
di stant.

IN five mnutes he was al nbst strangling and the thing was half a mle ahead of him In ten, he
was exhausted, and the shrieking noise it made as it waddl ed away was distinctly fainter. In
fifteen minutes he only heard its hooting scream between the harsh | aboring rasps of his own
breath as he drew it into tortured lungs. But he ran on. He | eaped and clinbed and ran in a
terrible obliviousness to all dangers the jungle mght hold.

He | eaped down from one toppl ed tree-trunk upon what seened to be another. But the thing
he | anded upon gave
beneath his boots in the unnistakable fashion of yielding flesh. Sonething vast and angry stirred
and hi ssed furiously. Something+a head, perhaps+whi pped toward hi manmong the fallen fern-fronds.
But he was racing on, sobbing, cursing, praying all at once.

Then suddenly he broke out into a profuse sweat. H s breat hing becane easier, and then he
was running lightly. H's second wind had cone to him He was no |onger exhausted. He felt as if he

could run forever, and ran on nore swiftly still. Suddenly the flashlight beam showed hima deep
furrowin the rotting vegetation underfoot, and sonething glistened. A nusky reek filled his
nostrils. The thingas trail+the furrow left by its dragging tail! That nusky reek was the thingéas

bl ood. It was bl eeding fromthe wounds the explosive bullets had made. It was spouting whatever
filthy fluid ran in its veins even as it waddl ed onward, screaning

Five mnutes nore, and he felt that he was gaining on it. Ten, and he was sure of it. But
it was half an hour before he actually overtook the injured nonster nmarching |ike a mad nachi ne,
its nmutilated ducklike head held high, its colossal feet Ilifting one after the other in a heavy,
sl owi ng waddl e, and its hoarse screams re-echoing in a sensel ess uproar of agony.

TOMWAS hands were shaking, but his brain was cool with
a vast cool ness. He raced past the shrieking nonster,
and halted in its path. He saw Evel yn, a huddl ed bundl e
clasped still to the creatureéds scaly breast. And Tomy sent a
burst of explosive bullets into a gigantic, foot-thick ankle-joint. The nonster toppled, and flung
out its prehensile lizard
claws in an instinctive effort to catch itself. Evelyn was thrown clear. And Tonmmy, standing al one
in the blackness of a carboniferous jungle upon an alien planet, sent bullet after bullet into the
shaki ng, obscenely flabby body of the thing. The bullets penetrated, and expl oded. G eat nasses of
fl esh upheaved and fell away. Great gouts of awful-snmelling fluid were flung out and blown to m st
by the explosions. The thing did not so nuch die as disintegrate under the storm of detonating
m ssil es.

Then Tonmy went to Evelyn. He was wild with grief. He had no faintest hope that she could
still be living. But as he picked
her up she npaned softly, and when he cried her nanme she clung to him pressing close in an agony
of thankful ness al nbst as devastating as her fear had been.

It was minutes before either of themcould think of anything other than her safety and the
fact that they were together again. But then Tomrmy said, in a shaken effort to be hinself again

al +1 &d have done better if+if Iad had roller skates, nmaybe.& H's grin was wholly
unconvi nci ng. awhyad you get out of the Tube?a

altas eyes!a Evel yn shuddered, her own eyes hi dden agai nst Tommyas shoul der. &l saw t hem
suddenly, |ooking at ne. And
+hadnat any will. | felt nyself getting out of the Tube and wal king toward it. It was like the way
a snake fascinates+ hypnotizes+a bird.
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A vagrant wi nd-eddy subnerged themin the foul reek of the dead thingéas flesh. Tommy
stirred.

aUgh! Letas get out of this. Thereadll be things comng to feed on that carcass. Theyal
smell it.a

Evelyn tried to stand, and succeeded. She clung to his hand.

aDo you think you can find the Tube agai n?a

Tommy was al ready thinking of that. He grimaced.

aProbably. Back-trail the dammed thing, if the flashlight battery holds out. Its tail left
plenty of sign for us to follow a

THEY started. And Evelyn had literally been forgotten in its agony by the nonster which had
carried her. Its body, though scaled and warty, was flabby and soft. Pressed against its breast
she had been half strangled, but had no injuries beyond huge, purple bruises which had not yet
reached the point of stiffness. She followed Tommy ganely, and the need for action kept her from
yielding to the reaction fromher terror

For a long, long tine they back-trailed. Less than fifteen nminutes after |eaving the
carcass of the thing Tormmy had killed, they heard beast-roarings and the sound of fighting. But
that noise died away as they traveled. Presently they reached the spot where Tormy had | eaped upon
a huge living thing. It was gone, now, but the inpress of a body the thick-
ness of a barrel renmained upon the rotted vegetation of the jungle floor. Evelyn shivered when
Tommy pointed it out.

alt was large,a said Tormy ruefully. &l didnat even get a good | ook at the thing. Probably
just as well, though. | mi ght have been+er+del ayed. Good Lord! Whatéas that?a

A light had sprung into being somewhere. It was bright. It was blinding inits brilliance.
Comi ng through the tangled jungle growmh, it seenmed as if spears of flane shot through the air
irradiating stray patches of scabrous tree-trunk with unbearable light. For an instant the
illum nation held. Then there was a distant, cracking detonation. The unni stakabl e expl osi on of
gun-cotton split the air, and its echoes rolled and reverberated through the jungle. The |ight
went out. Then cane a thin, high yelling sound which, faint as it was, had sonething of the
quality of hysterical glee. That crazy ululation kept up for several minutes. Evelyn shivered.

aThe Ragged Men, & said Tommy very quietly. &They sneaked up on the Tube. They flung
blazing thermt, or something like it, with a weapon captured fromthe Golden City. That expl osion
was the grenades going off. Iamafraid the Tubeés bl own up, Evelyn.a

She caught her breath, |ooking nutely up at him

aHereds a pistol,a he said briefly, dand shells. Thereds no use our going to the Tube to-
night. It would be dangerous. Weall do our investigating at dawn. a

HE found a crevice where tree-fern trunks grew cl ose together and closed in three sides of a sort
of roofless cave. He seated hinself grimy at the opening to wait for daybreak. He was not easy in
his mnd. There had been two Tubes to the Fifth-Di nension world. One had been made by Jacaro for
hi s gunnmen. That was now held by the men of the Golden City, as was proved by carnivorous |izards
and the Death M st that had come down it. The other was now bl own up or, worse, in the hands of
the Ragged Men. In any case Tommy and Evel yn were isolated upon a strange planet in a strange
universe. To fall into the hands of the Ragged Men was to die horribly, and the Golden Gty would
not now wel cone inhabitants of the world Jacaro and his nmen had cone from To the civilized nmen of
this world, Jacarods raids would seeminvasi on. They would
seem acts of war on the part of the people of Earth. And the people of Earth, all of them would
seem enem es. Jacaro woul d never be identified as an unauthorized invader. He would seemto be a
scout, an advance guard, a spy, for hordes of other invaders yet to cone.

As the long night wore away, Tonmyas gri m hopel essness intensified. The Ragged Men woul d
hunt them for sport and out of hatred for all sane hunman beings. The nmen of the Golden Gty would
be merciless to conpatriots of Jacaroés gunnen. And Tomy had Evelyn to | ook out for.

WHEN dawn cane, his face was drawn and |ined. Evelyn woke with a little gasp, staring aifrightedly
about her. Then she tried ganely to snile.

aMbr ni ng, Tomy, & she said shakily. She added in a brave attenpt at levity: &wWere do we
go from here?a

awe | ook at the Tube, & said Tommy heavily. &Thereads a bare chance

He led the way as on the night before, with his gun held ready. They traveled for half an
hour through the awakening jungle. Then for long, |ong mnutes Tomy searched for a sign of living
men before he ventured forth to | ook at the weckage of the Tube. He found no Iive men, and only
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two dead ones. But a glinpse of their bestial, vice-ridden faces was enough to renpbve any regret
for their deaths.

The Tube was shattered. Its nouth was bell ed out and broken by the expl osion of the
grenades hung within it. A part of the nmetal was noltensfromthe thernmt, past question. There was
a veritable crater fifteen feet across where the Tube had come through, and there were only
shattered shreds of netal where the first bend had been. Tommy regarded the weckage grimy. A
pair of oxidized copper wires, their insulation burnt off, stung his eyes as he traced themto
where they vanished in torn-up earth. He took themin his bare hands. The tingling sting of a | ow
vol tage current nade his heart |eap. Then he smiled grimy. He touched themto each other. Dot-dot-
dot + dash-dash-dash+dot-dot-dot. SOS! If there was anybody in the |aboratory, that would tel
t hem

Hi s hands stung sharply. Soneone was there, ringing the phone! Evelyn came toward him her
face resolutely cheerful

aNo hope, Tommy?a she asked. &l just saw the tel ephone, all battered up. | guess weéare
pretty badly off.a

aCet it!a said Tommy feverishly. aFor Heavenas sake, get it! The phone wi res werenat
broken. If we can make it work .

THE instrument was a weck. It was crunpled and torn and apparently usel ess. The di aphragm of the
recei ver was punctured. The transmtter seened to have been crushed. But Tomry worked desperately
over them and twi sted the earth-wires into place.

aHell o, hello, hellola

The voi ce that answered was Snithersd, strained and fearful

aM. Reanes! Thank Gawd! What &s happened? Is M ss Evelyn all right?a

aso far,a said Tormy. aListen!d He told curtly just what had happened. &Now, what as
happened on Earth?a

aHel | 'a& panted Smithers bitterly. &Hell as been poppind! The Death Mstés two ml|es across
and still growi nd an&d novind. Four townships under nartial |aw and novinéd out the people. It got
thirty of Temthis nornina. And they think the professoras crazy and nobodyall listen to himé

aDamm! & said Tommy. He considered, grimy. &dLook here, Von Holtz ought to convince them &

dHe caved in, outa his head, before | got to Al bany. Heds in hospital now, ravini. Heds
got some kinda fever the doctors donat know nothind about. Sick as hell!a

Tommy conpressed his lips. Matters were nore desperate even than he had believed. He
i nformed his hel per neasuredly:

aEvel yn and | canat stay around here, Smithers. The Ragged Men may cone back, and itéall be
weeks before you and the professor can get another Tube through. Iam going to nmake for the Col den
Cty and work on themthere to cut off the Death Mst. &

There was an inarticulate sound from Smithers.

aTell the professor. If he can find Jacarods Tube, headll work out sone way to conmunicate
through it. Weéave got to stop that Death M st sonmehow. And we donat know what else they may try. a

Smithers tried to speak, and could not. He nerely nade grief-stricken noises. He
wor shi pped Evel yn, and she was isolated in a hostile world which was vastly nore unreachabl e than
could be nmeasured by nmillions or trillions of nmiles. But at last he said unsteadily:

aweall be comina, M. Reanes. Weall cone, if we have ta blow half the world apart!a

Tommy said grimy: &Then hunt up the Golden City and bring extra amunition. Mostly
expl osi ve bullets. Good-by. a

HE untwi sted the wires fromthe shattered phone units and thrust themin his pocket. Evelyn was
pi cking up stray small objects fromthe ground.

al ave found sone cartridges, Tomy, a she said constrainedly, dand a pistol | think wll
wor k. &

aThen listen for visitors, & commanded Tomry, &while | look for nore.a

For half an hour he scoured the area around the shattered Tube. He found where sonme cl unsy-
wheel ed thing had been pushed to a spot near the Tube+undoubtedly the nachi ne which had sprayed
the flamng stuff upon it. He found two pockets full of shells. He found an extra magazi ne for the
submachine gun. It was nearly full and only a little bent. That was all

aNow, & he said briskly, &aweall| start. |&ve got a hunch the jungle thins out over that way.
Weall find a clearing, try to locate the Golden City either by seeing it or by watching for
aircraft flying to it, and then nmake for it. Theyare maki ng war on Earth, there. They donéat
under stand. Wave got to make them understand. 0. K ?&

Evel yn nodded. She put out her hand suddenly, a brave slender figure am d the incredible
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growt hs about her.

al a&m gl ad, Tonmy, & she said slowy, athat if+if anything happens, it will be the+the two
of us. Funny, isnéat it?a

Tommy kissed the twisted little smle fromher face.

aAnd now that thatés over, & he observed, ashamed of his own enption, aletés go!a

THEY went. Tommy watched the sun and kept approxinmately a straight Iine. They traveled three
nles, and
the jungl e broke abruptly. Before themwas a spongy surface neither solid earth nor marsh. It
shel ved gently down to a vast and steam ng norass upon which the dull-red sun shone hotly. It was
vast, that marsh, and a steam ng haze hung over it, and it seenmed to reach to the worl das end. But
vaguel y, through the attenuating upper |ayers of the steany haze, they saw the outlines of a city
beyond: tall towers and soaring spires, buildings of a grace and perfection of outline unknown
upon the Earth. And faint golden flashes cane fromthe walls and pinnacles of that city. They were
reflections of this planetéas nonster sun, upon walls and roofs of plated gold.

aThe CGolden City,& said Tomy heavily. He | ooked at the horrible nmarsh between. Hi s heart
sank.

And then there was a sudden scream ng ulul ation nearby. A half-naked man was runni ng out
of sight. Two others danced and capered and yelled in insane glee, pointing at Tomry and at
Evel yn. The running mands outcry was echoed fromfar away. Then it was taken up and repeated here
and there in the jungle.

aThey saw our tracks near the Tube, & snapped Tomrmy bitterly. &Ch, what a fool | am Now
theyall ring us in.a

He sei zed Evel ynads hand and began to run. There was a little rise in the ground a hundred
yards away, with a clunp of leafy ferns to shade it. They reached it as other hal f-naked, wholly
mad human forns burst out of the jungle to yell and caper and make derisive and horribl e gestures
at the fugitives.

dHere we fight,& said Tonmy grimy. &The groundas open, anyhow. W fight here, and very
probably we die here. But first

He knelt down and drew the finest of fine beads upon a bearded nan who carried a
glittering truncheonlike club which, by the way it was carried, was nore than nerely a bl udgeon
He pulled the trigger for a single shot.

The bull et struck the capering Ragged Man fairly in the chest. And it expl oded.

CHAPTER V
The Fight in the Mrsh

TWCE, within the next two hours, the Ragged Men nustered the courage to charge. They cane racing
across the
sem -solid ooze like the nmadmen they were. Their yells and shouts were nani acal howl s of bl ood-
lust or worse. And tw ce Tonmy broke their rush with a savage ruthl essness. The submachi ne gunés
first nagazine was nearly enpty. It was an unhandy weapon for single-shot work, but it was | oaded
wi th expl osive shells. The second rush he stopped with an automatic pistol. There were half-naked
bodi es partly buried in the ooze all the way fromthe jungleas edge to within ten yards of the
hill ock on which he and Evel yn had taken refuge

It was hot there, terribly hot. The air was stifling. It fairly reeked of noisture, and
the snells fromthe swanp behind them were sickening. Tomrmy began to transfer the shells fromthe
spare bent magazine to the one he had carried with the gun.

aWweave a couple of reasons to be thankful,& he observed. &@One is that thereas a bit of
shade overhead. The other is that we had the big nagazines for this gun. W still have nearly
ninety shells, besides the ones for the pistols.a

Evel yn sai d soberly:

aWweare going to be killed, donat you think, Tonmy?&a

Tommy frowned.

alamrather afraid we are, @ he said irritably. &Confound it, and |&d thought of such
excel l ent argunments to use in the Gty back yonder! Smithers said the Death Mst was two niles
across, to-day, and still growing. The people in the city are still pouring the stuff down through
Jacar ods Tube. @

Evelyn sniled faintly. She touched his hand.

aTrying to keep me fromworrying? Tomrmy. . . .& She hesitated until he growl ed a question.
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aPl ease+renenber that when Daddy and | were in the jungle before, we saw what these Ragged Men do
to prisoners they take. | just want you to promise that+well, you wonat wait too long, in hopes of
sormehow savi ng ne. a
Tommy stared at her. Then he decisively reached forward and put his hand over her nouth.
aKeep quiet,d he said gently. aThey shanat capture you. | promise that. Now keep quiet.a

THERE was only silence for a long tine. Now and again a hidden figure screaned in rage at them
Now and agai n

sonme flapping thing sped toward the jungl eds edge. Once a naked armthrust one of the gol den
truncheons frombehind its cover, pointing at a flying thing a few yards overhead. The flying
thing suddenly toppled, turning over and over before it crashed to the ground. There were how s of
gl ee.

aThey seem nmad, & said Tonmy neditatively, dand they act like lunatics, but |&ve got a
hunch of some sort about them But what?a

Sunl i ght gl eaned on sonet hi ng gol den beyond the jungl eds edge. Naked figures were running
to the spot. An exultant turult arose.

aNow they try another trick,& Tormy observed di spassionately. al renenber that at the Tube
t hey had pushed sonet hi ng on wheel s.

The sub-rmachi ne gun was unhandy for accurate single shots, and no pistol can be used to
effect at long ranges. To conserve amunition, Tommy had been shooting only at relatively close
targets, allow ng the Ragged Men imunity at over two hundred yards. But now he flung over the
continuous-fire stud. He watched grimy

The foliage at the edge of the jungle parted. A crude wagon appeared. Its axles were
| esser tree-trunks. Its wheels were clunsy and crude beyond belief. But nounted upon it there was
a queer nmass of golden netal which | ooked strangely beautiful and strangely deadly.

aThat &s the thing,a said Tonmy dispassionately, &which nmade the flare of |ight |ast night.
It blew up the Tube. And Von Holtz told me+hmhis friends, in the City.

He sighted carefully. The wagon and its contents were surrounded by a | eaping, capering
mob. They shook their fists in an insane hatred.

A storm of bullets burst upon them Tomy was traversing the little gun with the trigger
pressed down. His |lips were set tightly. And suddenly it seened as if the solid earth burst
asunder! There had been an instant in which the bullet-bursts were visible. They tore and
shattered the howling nob of Ragged Men. But then they struck the gol den weapon. A sheet of bl ue-
white flane | eaped skyward and round about. A blast of blistering, horrible heat snote upon the
bel eaguered pair. The noisture of the ooze between them and the jungle flashed into
steam A section of the jungle itself, a hundred yards across, shriveled and died.

STEAM shot upward in a nonstrous cloud+niles high, it seened. Then, alnost instantly, there was
nothing left of the Ragged Men about the gol den weapon, or of the weapon itself, but an unbearable
bl ue-white Iight which poured away and trickled here and there and seemed to grow in volune as it
fl amed.

Fromthe rest of the jungle a how arose. It was a how of such loss, and of such
unspeakabl e rage, that the hair at the back of Tommy&s neck lifted, as a dogéds hackles lift at
si ght of an eneny.

aKeep your head down, Evelyn, & said Tonmy conposedly. &l have an idea that that burning
stuff gives off a lot of ultraviolet. Von Holtz was badly burned, you renenber.a

Naked figures flashed forward fromthe jungl e beyond the burned area. Tonmy shot them down
grimMy. He discarded the sub-nachine gun with its explosive shells for the automatics. Sone of his
targets were only wounded. Those wounded men dragged thensel ves forward, screaning their rage.
Tommy felt sickened, as if he were shooting down rmadmen. A voice roared a rage-thickened order
fromthe jungle. The assault sl ackened.

Five mnutes later it began again, and this tinme the attackers waded out into the softer
ooze and flung thensel ves down, and then began a hal f-swi nming, half-crawing progress behind bits
of tree-fern stunp, or nerely pushing walls of the jellylike nud before them The white |ight
expanded and grew huge+but it dulled as it expanded, and presently seened no hotter than nolten
steel, and later still it was no nore than a dull-red heat, and later yet.

Tomy shot savagely. Sone of the Ragged Men died. Mdre did not.

alam afraid,d he said coolly, atheyare going to get us. It seens rather purposel ess, but
lam afraid theyadre going to win.a

Evel yn thrust a shaking hand skyward. &There, Tommy! &
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A strange, angular flying thing was noving steadily across the marsh, barely above the steaniike
haze that hung in
thinning |ayers about its foulness. The flying thing noved with a nachineli ke steadi ness, and the
sun tw nkl ed upon sonething bright and shining before it.

aA flying nachine, & said Tommy shortly. H's nmind | eaped ahead and his lips parted in a
mrthless smle. aGet your gas nmask ready, Evelyn. The explosion of that thernit-thrower nade them
curious in the City. They sent a ship to see.a

The flying thing grew closer, grew distinct. A wail arose fromthe Ragged Men. Sone of
them |l eaped to their feet and fled. A man canme out into the open and shook his fists at the
angular thing in the air. He screaned at it, and such ghastly hatred was in the sound that Evelyn
shudder ed.

Tommy could see it plainly, now. Its single wing was thick and queerly unlike the air-
foils of Earth. A framework hung belowit, but it had no balancing tail. And there was a
glittering sonething before it that obviously was its propelling nechani sm but as obviously was
not a screw propeller. It swept overhead, with a man in it |ooking dowward. Tomry watched coolly.
It was past him sweeping toward the jungle. It swung sharply to the right, banking steeply.
Smoki ng t hings dropped fromit, which expanded into colums of sw ftly-descendi ng vapor. They
reached the jungle and blotted it out. The flying nmachi ne swung again and swept back to the left.
More snoking things dropped. Ragged Men erupted fromthe jungl eds edge in scream ng groups, only
to withe and fall and lie still. But a group of five of them sped toward Tonmy, shrieking their
rage upon himas the cause of disaster. Tomrmy held his fire, |ooking upward. A hundred yards,
fifty yards, twenty-five.

THE flying machi ne soared in easy, effortless circles. The man in it was watching, making no
effort to interfere.

Tomry shot down the five nen, one after the other, with a curiously detached feeling that
their vice-brutalized faces woul d haunt himforever. Then he stood up

The flying machi ne banked, turned, and swept toward him and a snoking thing dropped
toward the earth. It was a gas bonmb |like those that had wi ped out the Ragged Men. It would strike
not ten yards away.

aYour mask!a snapped Tomy.

He hel ped Evelyn adjust it. The billowing white cloud rolled around him He held his
breath, clapped on~his mask, exhaled until his |ungs ached, and was breathing confortably. The
mask was effective protection. And then he held Evel yn confortably cl ose.

For what seened a long, |long while they were surrounded by the white nist. The cloud was
so dense, indeed, that the |light about themfaded to a gray twilight. But gradually, bit by bit,
the m st grew thinner. Then it noved aside. It drifted before the wind toward the tree-fern forest
and was |l ost to sight.

The flying machine was circling and soaring silently overhead. As the m st drew aside, the
pil ot dived down and down. And Tommy enptied his autonmatic at the glittering thing which drewit.
There was a crashing bolt of blue Iight. The nachi ne canted, spun about with one w ng al nost
vertical, that wing-tip struck the marsh, and it settled with a nonstrous splashing of nud. Al
was still.

Tommy rel oaded, watching it keenly.

aThe framework isnat smashed up, anyhpw, & he observed grinly. &The pilot thinks weare sone
of Jacaroés gang. My guns were proof, to him So, since the Ragged Men di dnat get us, he gassed
us.a He watched again, his eyes narrow. The pilot was utterly still. &He nmay be knocked out. |
hope so! Iamgoing to see. &

AUTOMATI C hel d ready, Tommy noved toward the crashed nachine. It had splashed into the ooze |ess
than a hundred yards away. Tommy noved cautiously. Twenty yards away, the pilot noved feebly. He
had knocked his head agai nst sonme part of his nmachine. A nonent |ater he opened his eyes and
stared about. The next instant he had seen Tommy and noved convul sively. A glittering thing
appeared in his hand+and Tommy fired. The glittering thing flew to one side and the pilot clapped
his hand to a punctured forearm He went white, but his jaw set. He stared at Tommy, waiting for
deat h.

aFor the love of Pete,a said Tormy irritably, al&dmnot going to kill you! You tried to
kill me, and it was very annoying, but | have sonme things | want to tell you.éa

He stopped and felt foolish because his words were, of
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course, unintelligible. The pilot was staring amazedly at him Tonmmyas tone had been irritated,
certainly, but there was neither hatred nor triunph in it. He waved his hand.

aCone on and lall bandage you up and see if we can nmake you understand a few things. a

Evel yn cane running through the nuck.

aHe didnat hurt you, Tomy?a she gasped. al saw you shoot +a

The pilot fairly junped. At first glance he had recogni zed her as a wonman. Tonmy grow ed
that hedd had to &shoot the damm fool through the arma The pil ot spoke, curiously. Evelyn | ooked
at his armand exclained. He was holding it above the wound to stop the bleeding. Evelyn | ooked
about hel plessly for sonething with which to bandage it.

aMake pads with your handkerchief, & grunted Tonmy. &Take ny tie to hold themin place.a

The prisoner | ooked curiously fromone to the other. His color was returning. As Evelyn
wor ked on his arm he seened to grow excited at sone inner thought. He spoke again, and | ooked at
once puzzled and confirmed in some conviction when they were unable to conprehend. Wen Evel yn
finished her first-aid task he smled suddenly, flashing white teeth at them He even nade a
little speech which was hunorously apol ogetic, to judge by its tone. Wen they turned to go back
to their fortress he went with themw thout a trace of hesitation

aNow what ?a4 asked Evel yn.

aTheyal| be looking for himin a little while, & said Tormy curtly. &l f we can convince him
wedre not enenies, headll keep themfromgiving us nore gas.a

THE pilot was funbling at a belt about the curious tunic he wore. Tommy watched himwarily. But a
pad of what seened to be black netal canme out, with a silvery-white stylus attached to it. The
pil ot sat down the instant they stopped and began to draw in white lines on the black surface. He
drew a picture of a man and an angul ar flying machi ne, and then a sketchy, inpressionistic outline
of a cityas towers. He drew a circle to enclose all three drawi ngs and indicated hinself, the
machi ne, and the distant city. Tomry nodded conprehension as the pilot |ooked up. Then cane a
pi cture of a hal f-naked
man shaking his fists at the three encircled sketches. The hal fnaked nman stood beneath a roughly
indicqted tree-fern

aCl ever,a said Tommy, as aélarger circle enclosed that with the city and the machi ne.
8Heés identifying hinself, and saying the Ragged Men are enem es of hinself and his Golden City,
too. That much is not hard to get.a

He nodded vigorously as the pilot |ooked up again. And then he watched as a lively, tiny
sketch grew on the bl ack slab, showing half a dozen nmen, garbed al nost as Tomy was, using weapons
whi ch could only be sub-nmachi ne guns and autonatic pistols. They were obviously Jacaroés
gangsters. The pilot handed over the plate and watched absorbedly as Tomy funbled with the
stylus. He drew, not well but well enough, an outline of the towers of New York. The difference in
architecture was striking. There followed tiny figures of hinmself and Evelyn+with a drily
mur nured, &This isnat a flattering portrait of you, Evelyn!d+and a circle enclosing themwth the
towers of New York.

The pilot nodded in his turn. And then Tommy encircled the previously drawn figures of the
gangsters with New York, just as the Ragged Men had been linked with the other city. And a second
circle I'inked gangsters and Ragged Men toget her.

4TaM sayi ng, & observed Tommy, athat Jacaro and his nob are

|. the Ragged Men of our world, which may not be wrong, at that. &

There was no question but that the pilot took his meaning. He grinned in a friendly
fashi on, and wi nced as his wounded arm hurt him Ruefully, he | ooked down at his bandage. Then he
pressed a tiny stud at the top of the black-metal pad and all the white |ines vani shed instantly.
He drew a new circle, with tree-ferns scattered about its upper third+a tiny sketch of a cityas
towers. He pointed to that and to the city visible through the mist+a second city, and a third, in
other places. He waved his hand vaguely about, then inpatiently scribbled over the nmiddle third of
the circle and handed it back to Tommy.

Tomy grinned ruefully.

aA map, & he said anusedly. aHeads pointed out his ow city and a couple of others, and he
wants us to tell himwhere we
cone from Evelyn+er+how are we going to explain a trip through five dinensions in a sketch?a

Evel yn shook her head. But a shadow passed over their heads. The pilot |eaped to his feet
and shouted. There were three planes soaring above them and the pilot in the first was in the act
of releasing a snmoking object over the side. At the grounded pilotas shout, he flung his ship into
a frantic dive, while behind himthe snmoking thing billowed out a thicker and thicker cloud. H's
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pl ane was nearly hidden by the vapor when he released it. It fell two hundred yards and nore away,
and the white mist spread and spread. But it fell short of the little hillock

U CK thinking,a said Tommy cool ly. &He thought we had this man a prisoner, and he&d be better off
dead.
But +a

Their captive was shouting again. Hi s head thrown back, he called sentence after sentence
aloft while the three ships soared back and forth above their heads, soundless as bats. One of the
three rose steeply and soared away toward the city. Their captive, grinning, turned and nodded his
head satisfiedly. Then he sat down to wait.

Twenty nminutes later a nonstrous nachine with ungainly flapping wings cane heavily over
the swanmp. It checked and settled with a terrific flapping and an even nore terrific din. Half a
dozen armed nen waited warily for the three to approach. The gol den weapons lifted alertly as they
drew near. The wounded nan expl ained at sonme |ength. Hi s explanation was dism ssed brusquely. A
man advanced and held out his hands for Tommyas weapons.

al donat like it,a grow ed Tomry, &but weave got to think of Earth. If you get a chance,
hi de your gun, Evelyn.a

He pushed on the safety catches and passed over his guns. The pilot he had shot down |ed
themonto the fenced-in deck of the nonstrous ornithopter. Machinery roared. The wi ngs began to
beat. They were nearly invisible fromthe speed of their flapping when the ship lifted vertically
fromthe ground. It rose straight up for fifty feet, the notion of the w ngs changed subtly, and
it swept forward.

It swng in a vast half circle and headed back across the
marsh for the Golden City. Five mnutes of noisy flight during which the machine flapped its way
hi gher and hi gher above the marsh+whi ch seened nore noi sone sand horrible still from above+and
then the golden towers of the city were below. Strange and tapering and beautiful, they were. No
single line was perfectly straight, nor was any formungraceful. These towers sprang upward in
cl ean-soaring curves toward the sky. Bridges between them were gossanerlike things that seened
| ace spun out in nmetal. And as Tommy | ooked keenly and saw the jungle crowdi ng cl ose agai nst the
cityas netal walls, the flapping of the ornithopteras wi ngs changed again and it seenmed to plunge
downward |i ke a stone toward a narrow | andi ng place amd the great cityas towering buildings.

CHAPTER VI

The Golden Gty

THE thing that struck Tommy first of all was the scarcity of nen in the city, conpared to its
size. The next thing was the entire absence of wonen. The roar of machi nes snote upon his

consci ousness as a bad third, though they made din enough. Perhaps he ignored the machi ne noi ses
because the ornithopter on which they had arrived nade such a racket itself.

They | anded on a paved space perhaps a hundred yards by two hundred, three sides of which
were wal l ed off by soaring towers. The fourth gave off on enpty space, and he realized that he was
still at least a hundred feet above the ground. The ornithopter |landed with a certain skilful
precision and its wings ceased to beat. Behind it, the two fixed-w ng machi nes soared down,
| evel ed, hovered, and settled upon amazi ngly inadequate wheels. Their pilots got out and began to
push themtoward one side of the | anding area. Tonmy noticed it, of course. He was noticing
everything, just now. He said amazedly:

aEvel yn! They launch these planes with catapults |ike those our battl eshi ps use! They
donéat take off under their own power!a

The six nmen on the ornithopter put their shoulders to their machine and trundled it out of
the way. Tommy blinked at the sight.

aNo field attendants!&a He gazed out across the open portion of the |land area and saw an
el evated thoroughfare bel ow. Sonme sort of vehicle, gleaming |ike gold, noved swiftly on two
wheel s. There was a wal kway in the center of the street with roomfor a nultitude. But only two
men were in sight upon it. &lLord!a said Tormy. aWhere are the peopl e?a

There was brief talk anmong the crew of the ornithopter. Two of them picked up Tommyéas
weapons, and the pil ot he had wounded nade a gesture indicating that he should follow. He led the
way to an arched door in the nearest tower. Alittle twowheeled car was waiting. They got into it
and the pilot funbled with the controls. As he worked at it+rather clunmsily on account of his
arm-the rest of the ornithopteras crew cane in. They wheel ed out another vehicle, clinbed into it,
and shot away down a sl opi ng passage.

THEI R own vehicle foll owed and enmerged upon the paved and nearly enpty thoroughfare. Tal

file:/1IC|/2590%20Sci-Fi%20and%20Fantasy%20E-books/The.Fifth-Dimension.Tube.txt (17 of 35) [12/28/2004 4:43:56 PM]



file://1C|/2590%620Sci - Fi %20and%20Fantasy %20E-books/ The. Fifth-Dimension. Tube.txt

buil dings rose all about them w th curved walls soaring dizzily skyward. There was every sign of
a populous city, including the dull drumm ng roar of many machi nes, but the streets were enpty.
The little machine noved swiftly for mnutes. Twice it swing aside and entered a sloping incline
Once it went up. The other tine it dived down seventy feet on a four-hundred-foot ranp. Then it
swung sharply to the right, meandered into a street-level way |leading into the heart of a nonster
buil di ng, and stopped. And in all its travel it had not passed fifty people.

The pilot-turned-chauffeur turned and grinned amiably, and | ed the way again. Steps+twenty
or thirty of them Then they emerged suddenly into a vast room It nust have been a hundred and
fifty feet long, fifty wide, and nearly as high. It was floored with alternate bl ocks of what
seened to be an ironhard black wood and the omi present golden netal. Columms and pil asters about
the place gave forth the sane subdued deep golden glow. Light streaned frompanels inset in the
wal | and ceiling+a curious saffron-red light. There was a nassive table of the hard bl ack wood.
Chairs with curiously designed backs were ranged about it. They were benches, really, but they
served the purpose of chairs. Each was too narrow to hold nore than one person. The room was
enpty.

They waited. After along tinme a man in a blue tunic cane into the roomand sat down at
one of the benches. Along tine later, another man canme in, in red; and another and another, unti
there were a dozen in all. They regarded Tommy and Evelyn with a weary suspicion. One of theman
old man with a white beard+asked questions. The pilot answered them At a word, the two nmen with
Tommyéas weapons placed themon the table. They were inspected casually, as fanmliar things. They
probably were, since sonme of Jacaroéds gunnen had been killed in a fight in this city. Another
questi on.

The pilot explained briefly and of fered Tomry the bl acknetal pad again. It still contained
the inconplete map of a hemi sphere, and was obviously a repetition of the question of where he
cane from

TOMW took it, frowning thoughtfully. Then an idea struck him He found the little stud which
pressed by the padds owner, had erased the previous drawings. He pressed it and the lines
di sappeared. And Tommy drew, crudely enough, that conplicated di agram which is supposed to
represent a cube which is a cube in four dinensions: a tesseract. Upon one surface of the cube he
i ndicated the curving towers of the Golden City. Upon a surface representing a plane beyond the
three di nensions of normal experience, he repeated the angul ar tower structures of New York. He
shrugged rather hopel essly as he passed it over, but to his amazenent it was understood at once.
The little black pad passed from hand to hand and an ani mated di scussion took place. One
rather hard-faced man was the nost aninmated of all. The bearded old nan denmurred. The Inrd-faced
man insisted. Tonmy could see that his pilotés cxpression was beconi ng uneasy. But then a
conprom se seened to be arrived at. The bearded nman spoke a single. cerenonial phrase and the
twel ve nmen rose. They noved toward various doors and one by one left, until the roomwas enpty.
But the pilot |ooked relieved. He grinned cheerfully at Tommy and | ed the way back to the
t wo- wheel ed vehicle. The two nmen with Tommyas weapons vani shed. And again there was a sw ft,
cycl onel i ke passage along enpty ways with the
t hr obbi ng of machi nery audi bl e everywhere. Into the base of a second building, up endless stairs,
past innumerabl e doors. It seened to Tomrmy that he heard voi ces behind some of them and they were
WONenas voi ces.
At a private, triple knock a door opened wide, and the pilot led the way into a room
cl osed and | ocked the door behind him and called. A wonanas voice cried out in astonishment.
Through an inner arch a woman canme running eagerly. Her face went blank at sight of Tomry and
Evel yn, and her hand flew to a tiny golden object at her waist. Then, at the pilotéas chuckle, she
flushed vividly.

HOURS | ater, Tommy and Evelyn were able to talk it over. They were alone then, and could | ook out
an oval w ndow upon the Golden City all about them It was dark, but saffron-red panels glowed in
building walls all along the thoroughfares, and tiny glowi ng dots in the soaring spires of gold
told of people within other dwellings like this.

aAs | see it,a said Tormy restlessly, athe Council+and it nust have been that in the big
roomto-day+put us in our friendas hands to learn the | anguage. Heads been working with nme four
hours, drawi ng pictures, and | ave been witing dowmn words |&ve |earned. | must have severa
hundred of them But we do our best talking with pictures. And, Evelyn, this cityas in a bad fix.a

Evelyn said irrelevantly: &Her nane is Ahnya, Tommy, and she&s a dear. W got al ong
beautifully. 1all bet | found out things you donat even guess at. &

aYou probably have,a admtted Tomry, frowning. aCheck up on this: our friendas nane is
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Aten, and heés an air-pilot and al so has sonmething to do with growi ng food-stuffs in some speci al
towers where they grow crops by artificial light only. Some of the plants he sketched | ook
anmazingly |ike wheat, by the way. The name of the town isa+he | ooked at his notes+ aYugna. There
are sone other towns, ten or twelve of them Rahn is the nearest, and itas worse off than this
one. a

adf course,d said Evelyn, sniling. aThey use cuyal openly, there!éa

aHowad you learn all that?a demanded Tommy.

aAhnya told me. W& made gestures and sniled at each other
We understood perfectly. Sheads crazy about her husband, and
+wel |, she knows |amgoing to nmarry you, so.

Tommy grunted. -

al suppose she explained with a smle and gestures just how nuch of a strain it is, sinmply
keepi ng the city goi ng?a

adf course,d said Evelyn calmy. &The cityas fighting against the jungle, which grows
worse all the tine. They used to grow their foodstuffs in the open fields. Then within the city.
Now they use enpty towers and artificial light. | donat know why. &

TOMW grunted agai n.

4Thi s planetéas just had, or is having, a change of geol ogic period, @ he expl ai ned, frowning. &aThe
pl ants people used to live on arenat adapted to the new climte and new plants fit for food are
scarce. They have to grow food under shelter, now, and their machi nes take an abnormal anount of

supervi si on+ | donat know why. The air-conditioners for the food plants; the machines that fight
back the jungle creepers which thrive in the newclinmate and try to crawl into the city to snother
it; the power machi nes; the clothing machines+a mllion machi nes have to be kept going to keep

back the jungle and fight off starvation and just hold on doggedly to the bare fact of
civilization. And theyare short-handed. The | aw of dimnishing returns seens to operate. Theyare
trying to maintain a civilization higher than their environnment will support. They work until
theyare ready to drop, just to stay in the sane place. And the nonotony and the strain nakes sone
of themtake to cuyal for relief.a

He surveyed the city fromthe oval w ndow, frowning in thought.

altas a drug which grows wild, & he added slowy. alt peps themup. It nakes the nonotony
and the weariness bearable. And then, suddenly, they break. They hate the machines and the city
and everything they ever knew or did. Itas a sort of delayed-action psychosis which goes off with
a bang. Sone of them go anmuck in the city, using their belt-weapons until theyéare killed. Mre of
thembolt for the jungle. The city | oses better than one per cent of its population a year to the
jungle. And then theyare Ragged Men, half mad at all tinmes and wholly mad as far as the city and
its machi nes are concerned. a

Evel yn linked her armin his.

aSonehow, & she told him smiling, & think one Thonmas Reanes is working out ways and neans
to help a city naned Yugna. a

aNot yet, d said Tomry grinmy. awe have to think of Earth. Not everybody in the Counci
approved of us. Aten told me one chap argued that we ought to be shoved out into the jungle again
as compatriots of Jacaro. And the machi nes were especially short-handed today because of a
diversion of l|abor to get ready something nonstrous and really deadly to send down the Tube to
Earth. Weave got to find out what that is, and stop it.a

BUT on the second day afterward, when he and Evel yn were summoned before the Council again, he
still had not found out. During those two days he | earned many other things, to be sure: that

Aten, for instance, was relieved fromduty at the nmachines only because he was wounded; that the
power of the nmain machi nes cane froma deep bore which brought up superheated steamfromthe
source of boiling springs long since built over; that iron was a rare netal, and consequently
there was no dynano in the city and nagneti smwas practically an unknown force; that

el ectroki netics was a | aboratory puzzl e+or had been, when there was |eisure for research+while the
science of electrostatics had progressed far past its state on Earth. The little truncheonlike
weapons carried a stored-up static charge neasurable only in hundreds of thousands of volts, which
could be released in flashes which were effective up to a hundred feet or nore.

And he learned that the thernmit-throwers actually spat out in normal operation tiny
droplets of matter Aten could not describe clearly, but which seened to be radioactive with a
period of five minutes or less; that in Rahn, the nearest other city, cuyal was taken openly, and
the jungle was growing into the town with no one to hold it back; that two generations since there
had been twenty cities like this one, but that a bare dozen still survived; that there was a
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tradition that human beings had come upon this planet from another world where other human beings
had harried them and that in that other world there were diverse races of humanity, of different
col ors,

whereas in the world of the Golden City all mankind was one race; that Tommyas decl aration that he
came from anot her group of dinensions had been debated and, on re-exani nation of Jacaroas Tube,
accepted, and that there was keen argument going on as to the neasures to be taken concerning it.

THESE t hi ngs Tonmmy had | earned, and he and Evel yn went to their second interrogation by the cityas
Council arnmed with witten vocabul aries of nearly a thousand words, which they had sorted out and
made ready for use. But they were still ignorant of the weapons the Golden City mght use against
Eart h.

The Council neeting took place in the sane hall, with its alternating bl ack-and-gol d
flooring and the saffron-red lighting panels casting a soft |ight everywhere. This was a schedul ed
meeti ng, foreseen and arranged for. The twel ve chairs above the heavy table were all occupied from
the first. But Tommy realized that the table had been intended to seat a | arge nunber of
councilors. There were guards stationed fornmally behind the chairs. There were spectators,
auditors of the deliberations of the Council. They were dressed in a nyriad colors, and they
tal ked quietly anmong thensel ves; but it seemed to Tommy that nowhere had he seen weariness, as an
i ngrai ned expression, upon so many faces.

Tomry and Evelyn were led to the foot of the council table. The bearded old man in bl ue
began the questioning. As Keeper of Foodstuffs+according to Aten+he was a sort of presiding
of ficer.

Tommy answered the questions crisply. He had known what they would be, and he had
devel oped a vocabulary to answer them He told themof Earth, of Professor Denham of his and the
prof essoras experinents. He outlined the first experinment with the Fifth-Di nmension catapult and
the result of it+when the Golden City had sent the Death Mst to wi pe out a band of Ragged Men who
had captured a citizen, and after him Evelyn and her father.

TH S they renenbered. Nods went around the table. Tommy told them of Jacaro, stressing the fact
that Jacaro was an outlaw, a crimnal upon Earth. He expl ained the

theft of the nodel Tube, and how it was that their first contact with Earth had been with the
dregs of Earth humanity. On behalf of his countrymen he offered reparation for all the damage
Jacaro and his nmen had done. He proposed a peaceful commerce between worlds, to the infinite
benefit of both.

There was silence until he finished. The faces before himwere i mobile. But a hawk-faced
man in brown asked dry questions. Were there nore races than one upon Earth? Wre they of diverse
colors? Did they ever war anong thensel ves? At Tommyas answers the at nobsphere seened to change.
And t he hawk-faced man rose to speak

Tommy and Evel yn, he conceded caustically, had certainly cone from another world. Their
own nost ancient |egends described just such a world as his: a world of many races of many col ors,
who fought many wars anong thensel ves. Their ancestors had fled fromsuch a world, according to
| egend through a tw sting cavern which they had seal ed behind them The conditions Tonmy descri bed
had been the cause of their ancestoras flight. They, the people of Yugna, would do well to follow
the exanple of their forebears: strip these Earth folk of their weapons, exile themto the
jungl es, destroy the Tube through which the Mst of Many Col ors had been sent. Al should be as in
t he past ages.

TOMW opened his nouth to answer, but another man sprang to his feet. His face al one was not weary
and worn. As he stood up, Aten nurnured &aCuyal!& and Tommy understood that this man used the drug
whi ch was destroying the cityas citizens, but gave a transient energy to its victinms. He spoke in
fiery phrases, urging action which would be drastic and certain. He spoke confidently,
persuasi vely. There was a rustling anmong those who watched and |istened to the debate. He had
caught at their inmgination.

Evel yn, exerting every faculty to understand, saw Tomryas |ips set grinmy.

aWhat +what is it?a& she whi spered. &l+l donat understand. . . .&

Tommy spoke in a savage grow .

dHe says, & he told her bitterly, &that in one blow they can defeat both the jungle and the
i nvaders from Earth. In past
ages their ancestors were faced by enemes they could not defeat. They fled to this world. Now
they are faced by jungles they cannot defeat. He proposes that they flee to our world. The Death
Mst is a toy, he rem nds them conpared with gases they know. There is a gas of which one part in
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ten hundred nillion is fatal! In a hundred of their days they can make and send through the Tube
enough of it to kill every living thing on Earth. Theyéve figures on the Earthés size and
atnosphere fromne, damm Tem And he reninds themthat that deadly gas changes of itself into a
harml ess substance. He urges themto gas Earth hunmanity out of existence, call upon the other
cities of this world, and presently nove through the Tube to Earth. Theyall carry their food-
plants, rebuild their cities, and abandon this planet to the jungles and the Ragged Men. And the
hell of it is, they can do it!a

A sudden approvi ng buzz went through the council hall

CHAPTER VI

The Fleet from Rahn

THE approval of the citizens of Yugna-was not enthusiastic. It was desperate. Their faces were
weary. Their lives were warped. They had been fighting since birth against the encroachnment of the
jungle, which until the days of their grandparents had been no nenace at all. But for two
generations these people had been foredooned, and they knew it. Nearly half the cities of their
race were overwhel med and their inhabitants reduced to savage hunters in the victorious jungles.
Now t he peopl e of Yugna saw a chance to escape fromthe jungle. They were offered rest. Peace.

Rel axation fromthe desperate need to serve insatiable nachi nes. Sheer desperation inpelled them
In their situation, the people of Earth would anni hilate a solar systemfor relief, let alone the
i nhabitants of a single planet.

Shouts began to be heard above the uproar in the Council hall +approving shouts, denands
that one be appointed to conduct the operation which was to give thema new planet on which to
live, where their food-plants would thrive in the open, where jungles would no | onger press on
t hem

Tommyas face went savage and desperate, itself. He clenched and uncl enched his hands,
struggling anmong his neagre sup-
ply of words for promises of help fromEarth, which prom ses would tip the scales for peace again
He raised his voice in a shout for attention. He was unheard. The Council hall was in an uproar of
desperate approval. The orator stood flushed and triunphant. The Council nenbers | ooked from eye
to eye, and slowy the old, white-bearded Keeper of Foodstuffs placed a gol den box upon the table.
He touched it in a certain fashion, and handed it to the next man. That second man touched it, and
passed it to a third. And that nan .

A hush fell instantly. Tommy understood. The neasure was bei ng deci ded by sol emm vote. The voting
device had reached the fifth nman when there was a frantic clatter of footsteps, a door burst in,
and babbling nen stood in the opening, white-faced and stamering and overwhel med, but trying to
make a report.

Consternation reigned, incredul ous, amazed consternation. The bearded old man rose dazedly
and strode fromthe hall with the rest of the Council following him A pause of stunned
stupefaction, and the spectators in the hall rushed for other doors.

astick to Aten, @ snapped Tonmy. &Sonet hi ngds broken, and it has to be our way. Letéas see
what it is.a

He clung alike to Evelyn and to Aten as their air-pilot fought to clear a way. The doors
were jamred. It was nminutes before they could nmake their way through and plunge up the
internm nable steps Aten nounted, only to fling hinself out to the open air. Then they were upon a
flying bridge between two of the towers of the city. Al about the city human figures were
massi ng, staring upward.

And above the city swirled a swarmof aircraft. Tommy counted three of the clunsy
ornithopters, high and notelike. There were twenty or thirty of the small, one-man craft. There
were a dozen or nore two-nan planes. And there were at least forty giant single-w ng ships which
| ooked as if they had been nade for carrying freight. They soared and circled above the city in
soundl ess confusi on. Before each of themglittered something silvery, like glass, which was not a
screw propel l er but sonmehow drew t hem on

The Council was massed two hundred yards away. A single-
seater dived downward, soared and circled noiselessly fifty yards overhead, and its pil ot shouted
a nmessage. Then he clinbed swiftly and rejoined his fellows. The nen about Tommy | ooked stunned,
as if they could not believe their ears. Aten seened stricken beyond the passability of reaction

got part of it,&a snapped Tommy, to Evel ynads whi spered question. &l think | know the rest. Aten!a
He snapped
question after question in his inadequate phrasing of the cityas tongue. Evelyn saw Aten answer
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dully, then bitterly, and then, as Tommy caught his arm and whi spered savagely to him Atenas eyes
caught fire. He nodded violently and turned on his heel

aCone on!'a And Tommy sei zed Evel ynads arm agai n.

They followed closely as Aten wornmed his way through the crowd. They raced behind him
downstairs and through a door into a dusty and unvisited room It was a nuseum Aten pointed
grimy.

Here were the automatic pistols taken fromthose of Jacarods nmen who had been killed, a
nasty sub-machi ne gun whi ch had been Tommyas, and grenades+Jacarods. Tonmy checked shell calibres
and carried off a ninety-shot magazine full of explosive bullets, and a repeating rifle.

al can do nore accurate work with this than the machine gun,a he said cryptically. alLetas
go! a

It was not until they were racing away fromthe Council building in one of the two-wheeled
vehi cl es that Evel yn spoke again.

al +understand part,a she said unsteadily. &Those pl anes overhead are from Rahn. And
t heyare threatening+a

aBl acknmi |l , &4 said Tormy between cl enched teeth. alt sounds |like a perfectly nornmal Earth
racket. A fleet from Rahn is over Yugna, |oaded with the Death M st. Yugna pays food and goods and
woren or itas wi ped out by gas. Further, it surrenders its aircraft to make further collections
easier. Rahn refuses to die, though itds let in the jungle. Ités turned pirate stronghold. Fed and
clothed by a few other cities like this one, it should be able to hold out. Itds a racket, Evelyn.
A stick-up. A hijacking of a civilized city. Sounds |ike Jacaro. a
THE little vehicle darted nadly through enpty hi ghways, passing groups of nen staring dazedly
upward at the soaring notes overhead. It darted down this inclined way, up that one. It shot into
a building and around a winding ranp. It stopped with a jerk and Aten was clinbing out. He ran

t hrough a doorway, Tommy and Evelyn follow ng. Planes of all sizes, still and lifeless, filled a
vast hail. And Aten struggled with a door nechanismand a nonster val ve swng wi de. Then Tomy
threw his weight with Atends to roll out the plane he had selected. It was a small, triangul ar

ship, with seats for three, but it was heavy. The two men noved it with desperate exertion. Aten
poi nted, panting, to a slide-rail and it took themfive mnutes to get the plane about that rai
and engage a curious contrivance in a slot in the shipéas fusel age.

aTommy, & sai d Evelyn, ayouéare not going to+a

aRun away? Hardl y!&a said Tonmy. &Weare going up. ladamgoing to fight the fleet with
bull ets. They donat have mi ssil eweapons here, and Aten will know the range of their electriccharge
outfits. a

al am com ng too, a said Evel yn desperately.

Tommy hesitated, then agreed.

alf we fail theyall gas the city anyway. One way or the other

There was a sudden runbl e as Evelyn took her place. The plane shot forward with a swift
snoot h accel erati on. There was no sound of any notor. There was no nmovenent of the glittering
thing at the forepart of the plane. But the ship reached the end of the slide and lifted, and then
was in mdair, fifty feet above the vehicular way, a hundred feet above the ground.

TOMW spoke urgently. Aten nodded. The ship had started to clinb. He leveled it out and darted
straight forward. He swung nadly to dodge a soaring tower. He swept upward a little to avoid a
flying bridge. The ship was traveling with an enornous speed, and the golden walls of the city
fl ashed past bel ow them and they sped away across feathery jungle.

alf we clinbed at once, & observed Tormy shortly, &theyéad
think we meant to fight. They might start their gassing. As it is, we |look |ike weare running
away. a

Evel yn said nothing. For five nmles thead plane fled as if in panic. Evelyn clung to the
filigree side of the cockpit. The city dw ndl ed behind them Then Aten clinbed steeply. Tommy was
| ooking keenly at the glittering thing which propelled the ship. It seened like a crysta
gridwork, like angular |ace contrived of glass. But a cold blue flane burned in it and Tommy was
obscurely rem nded of a neon tube, though the color was wholly unlike. A blast of air poured back
through the grid. Sonehow, by some devel opnent of electro-statics, the astatic jetd which is
merely a toy in Earth | aboratories had becone usable as a neans of propelling aircraft.

Back they swept toward the Golden City, five thousand feet or nore aloft. The ground was
partly obscured by the hazy, humid atnosphere, but glinting sun-reflections fromthe city guided
them Soaring things took shape before themand grew swiftly nearer. Tonmy spoke again, busily
| oading the automatic rifle with expl osive shells.

Aten swung to follow a vast dark shape in its circular soaring, a hundred feet above it

file://IC|/2590%20Sci-Fi%20and%20Fantasy%20E-books/The.Fifth-Dimension.Tube.txt (22 of 35) [12/28/2004 4:43:56 PM]



file:///C)/2590%20Sci-Fi %20and%20Fantasy %20E-books/ The. Fifth-Dimension. Tube.txt
and a hundred yards behind. Wnd whistled, rising to a shriek. Tommy fired painstakingly.

THE ot her pl ane zoonmed suddenly as a flash of blue flame spouted before it. It dived, then
fluttering and swoopi ng, began to drift helplessly toward the spires of the city belowit.

aGood! & snapped Tomry. &Anot her one, Aten.a

Aten made no reply. He flung his ship sidew se and dived steeply before a nonstrous
freight carrier. Tormy fired deliberately as they swept past. The propelling grid flashed bl ue
flame in a vast, crashing flame. It, too, began to flutter down.

Tommy did not miss until the fifth tine, and Aten turned with a grinace of disappointnent.
Tommyéas second shot burst in a freight conpartnent and a man screaned. His voice carried horribly
in the silence of these heights. But Tomrmy shot again, and again, and there was a satisfying blue
flash as a fifth big ship went fluttering hel pl essly down.

Aten began to circle for height. Tormy refilled the nmagazi ne.

a4l am bringi ng 1em down, & he expl ai ned unnecessarily to Evelyn, dby smashing their
propell ers. They have to | and, and when they | and theyare hostages~| hope!a

Conf usi on becane apparent anong the hostile planes. The one Yugna ship was identified as
the source of disaster. Tormy worked his rifle with a cold fury. He aimed at no nan, but the
propelling grids were |arge. For a one-man ship they were five feet in dianeter, and for the big
freight ships they were circles fifteen feet across. They were perfect targets, and Aten seened to
grasp the necessary tactics alnost instantly. Dead ahead or from straight astern, Tomy woul d not
m ss a shot. The fleet of Rahn went fluttering dowward. Fifteen of the biggest were down, and six
of the two-man planes. A sixteenth and seventeenth flashed at their bows and drifted hel plessly.

THEN t he one-man shi ps attacked. Six of themat once. Aten grinned and dived for all of them One
by one, Tommy smashed their crystal grids and watched them sinking unsteadily toward the towers of
the city. As his own ship drove over them little golden flashes |icked out. Electric-charge
weapons. One flash struck the wingtip of their plane and flanme burst out, but Aten flung the ship
into a mad whirl in which the blaze was bl own out.

Anot her freight ship hel pl ess+and another. Then the air fleet of Rahn turned and fled. The
orni thopters wi nged away in heavy, creaking terror. The other dived for speed and flattened out
hardly above the tree-fern jungle. They streaked away in ignomn nious panic. Aten darted and
circled above themand, as Tonmy failed to fire, turned and went racing back toward the city.

aAfter the first ones went down, & observed Tomy, &they knew that if they gassed the city
wedd shoot them down into their own gas cloud. So they ran away. | hope this gives us a pull.a

The cityas towers | ooned before them The |lacy bridges swarned with human figures.
Sonmewhere a fight was in progress about a grounded plane from Rahn. Qthers seened to have
surrendered sullenly on alighting. For the first tine Tormy saw the city as a throngi ng mass of
humanity, and for
the first tinme he realized how terrible must be the strain upon the city if with so large a
popul ation so few could be free for leisure in normal tines. -

The little plane settled down and | anded lightly. There were a dozen nen on the |anding
pl atform now, and they were herding disarned nen from Rahn away froma big ship Tormy had brought
down. Tommy | ooked curiously at the prisoners. They seened freer than the inhabitants of Yugna.
Their faces showed no such signs of strain. But they did not seemwell-fed, nor did they appear as
capabl e or as resol ute.

aCuyal 'a said Aten in an explanatory tone, seeing Tonmyas expression. He put his shoul der
to the big ship, to wheel it back into its shed.

aYou son of a gun,a grunted Tomrmy, &aitas all in the dayas work to you, fighting an
invading fleet!a

A nmessenger cane panting through the doorway. Tommy grinned.

aThe Council wants us, Evelyn. Now naybe theyall listen.a

THE at nosphere of the resuned Council neeting was, as a
matter of fact, considerably changed. The white-bearded
Keeper of Foodstuffs thanked themw th dignity. He invited
Tonmy to offer advice, since his services had proved so useful

aAdvi ce?a said Tonmmy, in the halting, funbling phrases he had slaved to acquire. & would
put the prisoners fromRahn to work at the machines, releasing citizens.a There was a buzz of
approval, and he added drily in English: alamplaying politics, Evelyn.a Again in the speech of
Yugna he added: aAnd | would have the fleet of Yugna soar above Rahn, not to demand tribute as
that city did, but to disable all its aircraft, so that such piracy as to-day nay not be tried
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again'd There was a second buzz of approval. &8And third, & said Tonmy earnestly, al would
communi cate with Earth, rather than assassinate it. | would acquire the science of Earth for the
benefit of this world, rather than use the science of this world to annihilate that! 1+&

For the second time the council neeting was interrupted. An armed nessenger cane poundi ng
into the room He reported swiftly. Tonmmy grasped Evel ynds wist in what was al nost a painfu
grip.

aNoi ses in the Tube!d he told her sharply. &Earth-fol k doing sonething in the Tube Jacaro
came through. Your father

There was an alert silence in the Council hall. The whitebearded old man had listened to
the messenger. Now he asked a gri m question of Tommy.

aThey may be ny friends, or your enemies,a said Tormy briefly. aMass thermt-throwers and
let me find out!éa

IT was the only possible thing to do. Tonmy and Evelyn went with the Council, in a body, in a huge
wheel ed vehicle that raced across the city. Lingering groups still searched the sky above them
now bl essedly enpty again. But the Council s vehicle dived dowmm and down to ground | evel, where
the runbl e of nachines was | oud indeed, and then turned into a tunnel which went down stil

farther. There was feverish activity ahead, where it stopped, and a golden thermt-thrower came
into sight upon a dull-colored truck

Questions. Feverish replies. The white-bearded nan touched Tonmy on the shoul der
regarding himwi th a peculiarly noncommittal gaze, and pointed to a doorway that someone was j ust
openi ng. The door swung wi de. There was a confusion of prismatically-colored mst withinit, and
Tommy noticed that tanks upon tanks were massed outside the netal wall of that conpartnent, and
seem ngly had been pouring sonething into the room

The nmist drew back fromthe door. Saffron-red lighting panels appeared dimy, then grew
distinct. There were small, collapsed bundles of fur upon the floor of the storeroom bei ng exposed
to view. They were, probably, the equivalent of rats. And then the |ast remant of m st vani shed
with a curiously waithlike abruptness, and the end of Jacaro&s Tube cane into view.

Tommy advanced, Evelyn clinging to his sleeve. There were clanking noises audible in this
room even above the dull runble of the cityas nachi nes. The noi ses cane fromthe Tube&s nouth. It
was four feet and nore across, and it projected at a crazy angle out of a previously solid wall

aHel 1 o' & shouted Tonmy. aDown the Tube!a

THE cl attering noise stopped, then continued at a faster rate.

aThe gas is cut off!a shouted Tonmy again. awodas there?a

A voi ce gasped fromthe Tubeds dept hs:

altas him & The tone was made netallic by echoing and reechoing in the bends of the Tube,
but it was Smithers. &Wéare conini, M. Reanes.a

al s+is Daddy there?a called Evel yn eagerly. abDaddy!a

aComing,a said a grimvoice.

The clattering grew nearer. A goggled, gas-nasked head appeared, and a body followed it
out of the Tube, laden with a multitude of burdens. A second clinbed still nmore heavily after the
first. The brightly-colored citizens of the Golden City reached quietly to the weapons at their
wai sts. A third voice canme up the Tube, distant and nearly unintelligible. It roared a question

Smithers ripped off his gas mask and said distinctly:

aSure weare through. Go ahead. And go to hell'!a

Then there was a thunderous detonati on sonewhere down in the Tubeads depths. The visible
part of it jerked spasnodically and cracked across. A w sp of brownish snoke puffed out of it, and
the stinging reek of high explosive tainted the air. Then Evelyn was clinging close to her father,
and he was patting her confortingly, and Smithers was punping both of Tormyéas hands, his nornal
cal mess torn fromhimfor once. But after a bare nmonment he had gripped hinmself again. He unl oaded
an i npressive nunber of parcels fromabout his person. Then he regarded the citizens of the Gol den
City with an inpersonal, estimating gaze, ignoring twenty weapons trained upon him

aThose dam fool s back on Earth,a he observed inpassively, &decided the professor anad ne
was better off of it. So they let us cone through the Tube before they blew it up. W brought the
expl osive bullets, M. Reanes. | hope we brought enough. &

And Tonmy grinned elatedly as Denhamturned to crush his hands in his own.

CHAPTER VI | |
4Those Devils Have CGot Evelyn!a
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T HAT night the three of themtalked, on a high terrace with nost of the Golden City spread out
bel ow them Over their heads, lights of many col ors noved and shifted
slowy in the sky. There were a nyriad gl owi ng specks of saffron-red about the ways of the city,
and the air was full of fragrant odors. The breath of the jungle reached them even a thousand feet
above ground. And the dull, persistent roar of the nachi nes reached themtoo. There were five
peopl e on the terrace: Tommy, Denham Snithers, Aten and the whitebearded ol d Keeper of
Foodstuffs. He | ooked on as the Earthmen tal ked.

aWeare nmarooned, & Tormy was saying crisply, dand for the tine being wedve got to throw in
with these people. | believe they cane fromEarth originally. Four, five thousand years ago
perhaps. Their tale is of a cave they sealed up behind them It might have been a prinitive Tube,
if such a thing can be inagined. &

Denham filled his pipe and lighted it meditatively.

dHal f the Anmerican Indian tribes, & he observed drily, &had | egends of coning originally
froman underworld. | wonder if Tubes are | ess your own invention than we thought?&

Tomry shrugged.

aln any case, Earth is safe. a

als it?a insisted Denham &You say they understood at once when you tal ked of di mension-
travel. Ask the old chap there. &

TOWY frowned, then | abored with the question. The bearded ol d man spoke gravely. At his answer,
Tommy gri naced.

abat| &s gone | ooking for the cave their |legends tell of,& he said reluctantly. &Heas the
Il ad who wanted the city to gas Earth with some ghastly stuff they know of, and nove over when the
gas was harm ess again. But the cave has been lost for centuries, and itds in the torrid
zone+which is torrid! Weéare near the North Pole of this planet, and ités tropic here. It nust be
m ghty hot at the equator. Datl took a ship and supplies and sailed off. He may be killed. In any
case itall be sonme tine before heds dangerous. Meanwhile, as | said, weare marooned. &

aAnd nore, & sai d Denham del i berately. &By the time the authorities hal fway believed ne,
and Von Holtz could talk, there were nore deaths fromthe Death Mst. It wi ped out a village,
clean. So when it was realized that |&d caused it+or that was their interpretation+and was the
only man who
could cause it again, why, the authorities thought it a splendid idea for nme to come through the
Tube. Tidiey invited nme to conmt suicide. My know edge was too dangerous for a man to have. So, a
he added grimy, &l have conmitted suicide. W will not be wel coned back on Earth, Tomy. &

Tommy nmade an inpatient gesture.

aWworry about that later,& he said inpatiently. &R ght now thereads a war on. Rahnés
desperate, and the prisoners we took this norning say Jacaro and his gunmen are there, advising
them Ragged Men have joined in to help kill civilized humans. And theyave still got aircraft.a

aWhi ch can still bonbard this city,a observed Denham &Canat they?a

Tommy pointed to the many-col ored beans of |ight playing through the sky overhead.

aNo. Those lights were invented to guide night-flying planes back hone. Theyéare static
lights+cold lights, by the way+and they register powerfully when a static-di scharge propeller
comes within range of them If Rahn tries a iiight attack, Aten and | take off and shoot them down
again. Thatas that. But weave got to design gas masks for these people, and | think | can persuade
the Council to send over and take all Rahnas aircraft away to-norrow. But the real enmergency is
the jungle.a

HE expounded the situation of the city as he understood it.
He | abored painstakingly to nmake his neaning cl ear
whi | e Denham bl ew neditative snmoke rings and Snmithers |istened quietly. But when Tomy had
finished, Snmithers said in
a vast calm

aSay, M. Reanes, yaknow | asked you to get sonebody to take me through sonme o0& these
engi ne roons. Thatés kinda my specialty. Anad these fol ks are good, no question! Thereds
engi nes+even steam engi nes+we coul dnat build on Earth. But, ny Gawd, theyare dunb! There ainat a
pi ece of automatic nmachinery on the place. Thereds one nan to every notor, handlin& the controls
or the throttle. They got stuff we coul dndt cone near, but they never thought of a steam
governor. a

Tommy turned kindling eyes upon him &Go on!éa

dHel | , & said Smithers, &gi me sone tools anad lall go through
one shop and cut the workina force in half, just slanm nad governors, reducina valves, ana
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automatic cut-offs on the machi nes | understand! &

Tommy junped to his feet. He paced up and down, then halted and began to spout at Aten and
the Keeper of Foodstuffs. He gesticulated, funmbling for words, and hunted absurdly for the ones he
want ed among his witten lists, and finally was drawing excitedly on Atenas bl ack-netal tablet.
Smithers got up and | ooked over his shoul der

aThat ainat it, M. Reanes,& he said slowy. &waybe |

TOMW pressed the stud that erased the page. Smithers took the tablet and began to draw

pai nst aki ngly. Aten, watching, exclainmed suddenly. Snmithers was drawi ng an actual nachine,
actually used in the Golden City, and he was maki ng a worki ng sketch of a governor so that it
woul d operate wi thout supervision while the steam pressure continued. Aten began to talk
excitedly. The Keeper of Foodstuffs took the tablet and exami ned it. He | ooked bl ank, then amazed,
and as the utterly foreign idea of a nmachine which controlled itself struck home, his hands shook
and col or deepened in his cheeks.

He gave an order to Aten, who dashed away. In ten m nutes other nmen began to arrive. They
bent over the drawi ng. Excited comments, discussions and di sputes began. A dawni ng ent husi asm
mani fested itself. Two of them approached Snithers respectfully, with shining eyes. They drew
their tablets fromtheir belts, rather skilfully drew the governor he had indicated in |arger
scal e, and by gestures asked for nore detailed plans. Smithers stood up to go with them

aYouare a hero, now, Smithers,a Tomy inforned himexultantly. aTheyall work you to death
and call you bl essed!a

aYes, sir,a said Smthers. aThese fellas are right good nmechanics. They just happened to
mss this trick.a He paused. &Unh+whereads M ss Evel yn?a

awth Atenas+wife, & said Tonmy. This was no tine to discuss the marital system of Yugna.
aWe were prisoners until this nmorning. Now weare guests of honor. Evelynas talking to a | ot of
wonen and trying to boost our prestige.a
S M THERS went over to the gesticulating group of draftsnmen. He settled down to explain
by~draw ngs, since he had not a word of their |anguage. In a few mnutes a group went rushing away
with the sketch tablets held jealously to their breasts, bound for workshops. O her nen appeared
to present new problens. A wave of sheer enthusiasmwas in being. A new idea which would |essen
t he demands of the machi nes was a godsend to these folk.

Then Denham bl ew a snmoke ring and said neditatively:

al think lave got sonmething too, Tonmy. U tra-sonic vibrations. Sound waves at two to

three hundred thousand per second. Air wonat carry them Liquids will. They use Temto sterilize
mlk, killing the gerns by sound waves carried through the fluid. | think we can start sone ultra-
soni c generators out there that will go through the wet soil and kill all vegetation within a

gi ven range. We might clear away the jungle for half a nmile or so and then use ultra-sonic beans
to keep it clear while new food-plants are tried out. a

Tommyas eyes gl owed.

aYouave given yourself a job! Weall turn this planet upside down. &

aweall have to, & said Denhamdrily. aThis city may believe in you, but there are others,
and these folk are a little too clever. Thereads no reason why sonme other city shoul dnit attack
Earth, if they seriously attack the problem of building a Tube. &

Tomry ground his teeth, frowning. Then he started up. There was a new noi se down in the
city. A sudden flare of intolerable illunination broke out. There was an expl osi on, nany screans,
then the yelling tumult of nmen in deadly battle.

EVERY nan on the tower terrace was facing toward the noise, staring. The white-bearded man gave an
order, deliberately. Men rushed. But as they swarned toward an exit, a green beam of I|ight
appeared near the uproar. It streaked upward, wavering fromside to side and nmaki ng the gol den
walI's visible in a ghostly fashion. It shivered in a hasty rhythm

At en groaned, al nost sobbed. There was another flash of that unbearable actinic flane. A
thermt-thrower was in ac
tion. Then a third flash. This was farther away. The tumult died suddenly, but the green |ight-
beam continued its notion

Tonmmy was snappi ng questions. Aten spoke, and choked upon his words. Tonmmy swore in a
sudden ragi ng passion and then turned a chal ky face toward the other two nen from Earth.

aThe prisoners!d he said in a hoarse voice. aThe nen from Rahn! They broke | oose. They
rushed an arsenal. Wth hand weapons and a thermt-thrower they fought their way to a place where
the big vehicles are kept. They raided a dwellingtower on the way and seized wonmen. Theyave gone
off on the netal roads through the jungle!'d He tried to ease his collar. Aten, still watching the
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green beam croaked another sentence. aThose devils have got Evelyn!& cried Tomry hoarsely. amy
god! Atenéds wife, and his. . . .4 He jerked a hand toward the Councilor. &Fifty wonen+gone through
the jungle with them toward Rahn! Those devils have got Evel yn!a

He whirled upon Aten, seizing his shoul der, shaking the nman as he roared questions.

aNo chance of catching thema Far away, in the jungle, the infinitely vivid actinic flane
bl azed for several seconds.
4Theyave sprayed thernit on the road. Itas nelted and ruined. Itad take hours to haul the ground
vehi cl es past the gap. Theyave got arnms and lights. They can fight off the beasts and Ragged Men.
Theyal | make Rahn. And t hend+he shook with the rage that possessed hi m-dJacaroas there with those
gunrmen of his and his friends the Ragged Men!a

HE seened to control himself with a terrific effort. He turned to the white-bearded Council or
whose bearing was that of a nman stunned by di saster. Tomy spoke neasuredly, choosing words with a
pai nstaki ng care, clipping the words crisply as he spoke.

The Councilor stiffened. O d as he was, an undeniable fighting light came into his eyes.
He barked orders right and left. men woke fromthe paralysis of shock and fled upon errands of his
command. And Tonmy turned to Denham and Snithers.

aThe wonen will be safe until dawn, & he said evenly. &8Qur |ate prisoners canat |ose the
way-+al um num roads that are no | onger nmuch used | ead between all the cities+but they wonat
dare stop in the jungles. Theyall go straight on through. They should reach Rahn at dawn or a
little before. And at dawn our air fleet will be over the city and theyall give back the wonen,
unharned, or weéall turn their own trick on them by God! Itad be better for Evelyn to die of gas
than as+as the Ragged Men would kill herla

Hi s hands were cl enched and he breathed noisily for an instant. Then he swal |l owed and went
on in the sane unnatural calm

asmthers, youare going to stay behind, with part of the air fleet. Youall get aloft
bef ore dawn and shoot down any strange aircraft. They might try to stalemate us by repeating their
threat, with our guns over Rahn. 1&all give orders. &

He turned again to the Councilor, who nodded, glanced at Snithers, and repeated the
conmand.

aYou, sir,&a he spoke to Denham &youdll conme with me. Ités your right, | suppose. And
weal | go down and get ready. a

He led the way steadily toward a door. But he reached up to his collar, once, as if he
were choking, and ripped away collar and coat and all, unconscious of the resistance of the cloth.

THAT ni ght the Golden City nmade savage preparation for war. Ships were | oaded and ranged in order
Crews arned thensel ves, and hel ped in the | oading and arming of other ships. Oddly enough, it was
to Tormy that nen cane to ask if the directing apparatus for the Death M st should be carried. The
Death M st could, of course, be used as a gas alone, drifting with the wind, or it could be
directed froma distance. This had been done on Earth, with the directional inpulses sent blindly
down the Tube nerely to keep the M st noving al ways. The controlling apparatus could be carried in
a nonster freight plane. Tonmy ordered it done. Al so he had the captured planes from Rahn refitted
for flight by replacing their snashed propelling grids. Fresh crews of nmen for these ships

organi zed t hensel ves.

When the fleet took off there was only darkness in all the world. The unfamiliar stars
above shone bright and very near as Tonmyéas ship, |eading, w nged noiselessly up and down and
straight away fromthe play of prismatic |lights above the city. Behind him sil houetted agai nst
that many-col ored gl ow, were
the angul ar shapes of many ot her noi sel ess shadows. The ornithopters with their racket would start
| ater, so the planes would be soaring above Rahn before their presence was even suspected. The
rest of the fleet flew in darkness.

THE flight above the jungle would have been awe-inspiring at another time. There were the stars
above, nearer and brighter than those of Earth. There was no MIky Way in the firmament of this
uni verse. The stars were separate and fewer in nunber. There was no nmoon. And bel ow there was only
utter, unrelieved darkness from which now and agai n beastsounds arose. They were clearly audible
on board the silent air fleet. Roarings, bellow ngs, and hoarse screanings. Once the ships passed
above a tumult as of unthinkable nonsters in deadly battle, when for an instant the very clashing
of nonstrous jaws was audi bl e and a hissing sound which seened filled with deadly hate.

Then lights+few of them and di mones. Then blazing fires
+Ragged Men, canped without the walls of Rahn or in sone gold-walled courtyard where the jungle
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thrust greedy, invading green tentacles. The air fleet circled noiselessly in a huge batlike
cloud. Then things cane racing fromthe darkness, down below, and there was a tumult and a
shouting, and presently the hilarious, insanely gleeful uproar of the Ragged Men. Tommyas face
went gray. These were the escaped prisoners, arrived actually after the air fleet which was to
demand the return of their captives.

Tommy wet his lips and spoke grinmy to his pilot. There were six nen and nany Deat h- M st
bonbs in his ship. He was asking if conmunication could be had with the other ships. It was wi se
to |l et Rahn know at once that avengers |urked overhead for the captives just delivered there.

For answer, a green signal-beam shot out. It wavered here and there. Tomry comranded
again. And as the signal-beamflickered, he somehow sensed the obedi ence of the invisible ships
about him They were sweeping off to right and left. Bonbs of the Death M st were dropping in the
darkness. Even in the starlight, Tommy could see great walls of pale vapor building thensel ves up
above the jungle. And a sudden confused noi se of yapping defiance and ragi ng hatred canme up
fromthe city of Rahn. But before dawn came there was no other sign that their presence was known.

THE ornithopters came squeaking and rattling in their heavy flight just as the dull-red sun of
this world peered above the horizon. The tree-fern fronds waved | anguidly in the norning breeze.
The walls and towers of Rahn gl eamed bright gold, in parts, and in parts they seened dull and
scabrous with some creeping fungus stuff, and on one side of the city the wall was overwhel ned by
a triunmphant tide of green. There the jungle had crawl ed over the ranparts and surged into the
city. Three of the towers had their bases in the welter of growing things, and creepers had
clinmbed incredibly and were still clinbing to enter and then destroy the nan-nade structures.

But about the city there now reared a new ranpart, rising above the tree-fern tops: there
was a wall of the Death M st enconpassing the city. No living thing could enter or |eave the city
wi t hout passing through that cloud. And at Tonmyas order it noved forward to the very encanpnents
of the Ragged Men.

He spoke, beginning his ultimatum But a novenent bel ow checked him On a | andi ng stage
that was spotted with nolds and |ichens, wonmen were being herded into clear view. They were the
wonen of the CGolden City. Tonmy saw a tiny figure in khaki+Evelyn! Then there was a sudden uproar
froman encanpnent of the Ragged Men. Hi s eyes flicked there, and he saw t he Ragged Men running
into and out of the tall wall of Death Mst. And they |aughed uproariously and ran into and out of
the M st again.

His pilot dived down. The Ragged Men yell ed and capered and how ed derisively at him He
saw that they renoved nmaskli ke things fromtheir faces in order to shout, and donned them again
before running again into the Mst. At once he understood. The Ragged Men had gas nasks!

Then, a sudden cracking noise. Three nen had opened fire with rifles frombelow. Their
garments were drab-colored, in contrast to the vivid tints of the clothing of the inhabitants of
Rahn. They were Jacaroas gunnen. And a great freight carrier from Yugna veered suddenly, and a
bl ui sh flash burst out before it, and it began to flutter hel plessly down into the city beneath.

The weapons of Tonmmyas fleet were useless, since the citizens of Rahn were protected by
gas nmasks. And Tomyés fighting ships were subject to the same rifle fire against their propelling
grids that had defeated the fleet from Rahn. The only thing the avenging fleet could now
acconplish was the death of the wonen it could not save.

CHAPTER 1 X

War !

A huge ornithopter came heavily out on the landing stage in the city of Rahn. Its crew took their
pl aces. Wth a creaking and rattling noise it rose toward the invading fleet. Fromits filigree
cockpit sides, nen waved green branches. A green |ight wavered fromthe big plane that carried the
bearded Council nan and Denham That plane swept forward and hovered above the ornithopter. The
two flying things seened al nost fastened together, so closely did their pilots naintain that sane
speed and course. A snaky rope went coiling down into the | ower shipas cockpit. A burly figure
began to clinmb it hand over hand. A second figure followed. A third figure, in the drab clothing
that distingui shed Jacarods nen fromall others, wapped the rope about hinself and was haul ed up
bodily. And Tomrmy had seen Jacaro but once, yet he was suddenly grimy convinced that this was
Jacaro hinself. The two planes swept apart. The ornithopter descended toward the | andi ng stage of
Rahn. The freight plane swept toward the ship that carried Tonmmy. Again the snaky rope coiled
down. And Tommy swung up the fifteen feet that al one separated the two soaring planes, and | ooked
into the hard, anused eyes of Jacaro where he sat between two ot her em ssaries of Rahn. One of
them was hal f naked and savage, with the light of nadness in his eyes. A Ragged Man. The other was
| ean and desperate, despite the colored tunic of a civilized nman that he wore.
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ELLO & said Jacaro blandly. awe cone up to talk things over. a

Tommy gave himthe briefest of nods. He | ooked at Denham
+who was deathly white and gri m-and the bearded Council or

dl & been givina Temthe dope, & said Jacaro easily. &W got the whip hand now. W got gas
masks, we got guns just the sanme as you have, and we got the wonen. &

aYou havenat ammunition,d said Tonmy evenly, &dor dammed little. Your nen brought down one
ship, and stopped. |If you had enough shells, would you have stopped there?a

Jacaro grinned.

aYou got arithnmetic, Reanes,d he conceded. &Thatéas so. But
+l &m sayi nd it agai n+we got the women. Your girl, for one! Now, how about throwind in with nme, you
ana the professor?a

aNo, & said Tommy.

aln a coupla nonths, Rahnall be runnina this planet,a said Jacaro blandly, &and |am

runni nd Rahn! | di dnat know how easy the racketad be, or |adave |let Yugna al one. |&adave cone here
first. Now get it! Rahn runnind the planet, with a couple guys runnnd Rahn and passi nd down
through a Tube any little thing we want, like a few nmillion bucks in solid gold. And Rahn ana the

other cities for kinda country homes for us and our friends. Al the wonen we want, good |iquor
and a swel]. tinela
aTal k sense, & said Tonmy, w thout even contenpt in his tone.

J ACARO snarl ed.

8No sense actiné too big!a But the snarl encouraged Tonmy, because it proved Jacaro | ess confident
than he tried to seem Hi s next change of tone proved it. 8Aw, hell!& he said placatingly. &This
is what lamfigurind on. These guys ainat used to fighting, but they got the stuff. They got gases
that are hellroariné. They got ships can beat any we got back hone. Figure out the racket. A
coupl a big Tubes, thatall let a ship+maybe fol ded+go through. A fleet of Temfloatina over NaYork,
| oaded with gas+that white stuff y& can steer wherever ya want it. Figure the shake-down. W could
pull a hundred million from Chicago! W cad take over the whole United States! Try that on yéa

pi ano! Me, King Jacaro, King of Americala H s dark eyes flashed. alall give ya Canada or Mexico,
whi chever ya want. Nanme ya price, guy. A coupla nonths organizina here, buildinad a big Tube, then.

Tomyas expression did not change.

alf it were that easy,a he said drily, &you woul dndt be bar-
gai ning. Idmnot altogether a fool, Jacaro. W want those wonmen back. You want sonethi ng weave
got, and you want it badly. Cut out the oratory and tell ne the real price for the return of the
wonen, unharned. &

Jacaro burst into a flood of profanity.

al &d rather Evelyn died fromgas, a said Tommy, &than as your filthy Ragged Men woul d Kil
her. And you know | nmean it.& He switched to the | anguage of the cities to go on coldly: &lf one
worman i s harned, Rahn dies. W will shoot down every ship that rises fromher stages. W will
spray burning thermt through her streets. W will cover her towers with gas until her people
starve in the gas nasks theyave nade! a

The lean man in the tunic of Rahn snarled bitterly: dWat matter? W starve now &

Tomy turned upon himas Jacaro whirled and cursed himbitterly for the revealing
out bur st .

awe will ransomthe wonmen with food, & said Tormy col dly+ and then his eyes flanmed, &and
thrash you afterwards for fools!a

HE nade a gesture to the Keeper of Foodstuffs. It was unconsciously an authoritative gesture,
t hough the Keeper of Foodstuffs was in the state of affairs in Yugna the head of the Council. But
that old nan spoke deliberately. The man from Rahn snarled his reply. And Tomrmy turned aside as
the bargai ning went on. He could see Evel yn down below, a tiny speck of khaki am d the rai nbow
col ored robes of the other wonen. This had been a savage expedition to rescue or to avenge. It had
deteriorated into a bargain. Tommy heard, dully, anmounts of unfamliar weights and neasures of
foodstuffs he did not recognize. He heard the time and place of paynent named: the gate of Yugna,
the third dawn hence. He hardly | ooked up as at sonme signal one of their own ornithopters slid
bel ow and the three anbassadors of Rahn prepared to go over the side. But Jacaro snarled out of
one corner of his nouth.

aThese guys are takinad each otherads words. Maybe thatéds all right, but |Iamwarniné you, if
t hereds any doubl e-cros sina.

file://IC|/2590%20Sci-Fi%20and%20Fantasy%20E-books/The.Fifth-Dimension.Tube.txt (29 of 35) [12/28/2004 4:43:56 PM]



file://1C|/2590%620Sci - Fi %20and%20Fantasy %20E-books/ The. Fifth-Dimension. Tube.txt

He was gone. The Keeper of Foodstuffs touched Tomrmyéas shoul der

aQur flier,a he said slowy, a@w |l nake sure our wonen are as yet unharned. W are to
deliver the foods at pur own city gate, and after the wonmen have been returned. Rahn dares not
keep them or harmthem W of Yugna keep our word. Even in Rahn they knowit.a

aBut they wonat keep theirs,a said Tormy heavily. d@Not with a man of Earth to lead thema

HE watched with his heart in his mouth as the ornithopter alighted near the assenbl ed wonen of
Yugna. As the three anbassadors clinbed out, he could hear the faint nmurrmur of voices. The nen of
Yugna, under truce, called across the | anding stage to the wonen of their own city, and the wonen
replied to them Then the crew of the one grounded freighter arrived on the |anding stage and the
flapping flier rose slowy and rejoined the fleet. Its crew shouted a shanmefaced reassurance to
the flagship.

al suppose,d said Tommy bitterly, &wead better go back+if youare sure the wonen are safe. &

al amsure,a said the old man unhappily, &or | had not agreed to pay half the foodstuffs
in Yugna for their return. a

He withdrew into a troubled silence as the fleet swept far fromtriunphantly for him
Denham had not spoken at all, though his eyes had bl azed savagely upon the nen of Rahn. Now he
spoke, dry-throatedly:

aTomy+Evel yn+a

ashe is all right so far,a said Tormy bitterly. &Sheds to be ransoned by foodstuffs, paid
at the gates of Yugna. And Jacaro bragged heas runni ng Rahn+and theyave got gas masks. Wead better
be ready for trouble after the wonmen are returned. &

Denham nodded grimy. Tonmmy reached out and took one of the black tablets fromthe nan
beside him He began to draw carefully, his eyes savage.

aWhat 4s t hat ?a

aThereds high-pressure steamin Yugna,a said Tommy coldly. &l am desi gni ng steam guns.
Gavity feed of spherical projectiles. A jet of steaminstead of gunpowder. Theyall be
| owelocity, but we can use big-calibre balls for shock effect, and with long barrels they ought
to serve for a hundred yards or better. Snmooth bore, of course.a

Denham stirred. Hi s |ips were pinched.

alall design a gas mask, & he said restlessly, &and Smithers and |, between us, will do
what we can. a

THE air fleet went on over the waving tree-fern jungle in an unvarying nonotony of bitterness.
Presently Tommy wearily explained his design to the bearded Councilor who, with the quick
conprehensi on of nechani cal design apparently instinctive in these folk, grasped it inmediately.
He sel ected three of the six-man crew and passed Tommyas drawi ngs to them Wile the jungle flowed
beneath the fleet they studied the sketches, made ot her draw ngs, and showed them eagerly to
Tommy. When the fleet soared down to the scattered | anding stages, not only was the design
under st ood but apparently plans for production had been nmade. It did not take the nen of the
CGolden City long to respond.

Tomry flung hinmself savagely into the work he had taken upon hinself. It did not occur to
himto ask for authority. He knew what had to be done and he set to work to do it, conmandi ng nen
and naterials as if there could be no question of disobedience. As a matter of fact, he yielded
inmpatiently to an order of the Council that he should present hinself in the Council hall, and,
since no questions were asked him continued his organizing in the very presence of the Council
sending for information and giving orders in a low tone while the council deliberated. A vote was
taken by the voting machine. At its end, he was solemmly inforned that, though not a native of
Yugna, he was entrusted with the command of the defense forces of the city. His skill in arns+as
evi denced by his defeat of the fleet of Rahn+and his ability in command+when he nmet the gas-nask
def ense of Rahn with a threat of starvation
+noved the Council to that action. He accepted the comand al nost abstractedly, and hurried away
to pick gun enpl acenents

W THI N four hours after the return of the fleet, the first steamgun was ready for trial. Smithers
appear ed, sweat-streaked and vastly calm to announce that others could be turned out in quantity.

aThese guys have got the stuff,& he said steadily. &lnstead o4 castind their stuff, they
shoot it on a core ~in a nelted spray. They ainat got steel, and copper&s scarce, but they got
sone alloys that are good anéd tough. Oneas part tungsten or |amcrazy. a

Tommy nodded.

aTurn out all the guns you can,d he said. &l look for fighting.a
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dYeah, & said Smithers. 8M ss Evelynas still all right?a

aUp to three hours ago, & said Tonmy grimy. &Every three hours one of our ships lands in
Rahn and reports. W give the Rahnians their stuff at our own city gates. |ave warned Jacaro that
wedve nounted thermt-throwers on our food stores. If he nmanages to gas us by surprise,
nevert hel ess our foodstuffs canat be captured. Theyéve got to turn over Evelyn and cart off their
food before they dare to fight, else theyall starve.a

aBut +uh+t hereére other cities they could stick up, ainat there?a

aWweave warned them a said Tomrmy curtly. &Theyéve got thernmit-throwers nmounted on their
food supplies, too. And theyare desperate enough to keep Rahn off. Theyare willing enough to |let
Yugna do the fighting, but they know what Rahnas winning will nean. a

Smithers turned away, then turned back

auh+M . Reanes, & he said heavily, athose fellasave gone near crazy about governors ana
reduci ng val ves and such. Theyare inventina ways to use Iemon machines | donat nake head or tail
of . W& got three-four hundred nmen | oose from machi nes al ready, ana theyare turnin&d out these steam
guns as soon as you check up. Thereal| be nore |oose by night. | had Temspray sonme castinas for
anot her Tube, too. Workind |ike they do, and with the tools they got, they nake speed. a

Tommy responded inpatiently: aThereds no steel, no iron for nmagnets. a

al know, & admitted Smithers. dldmtryind steamcylinders to
+uh- +energi ze the castinds, instead 04 coils. Itall be ready by norning. |I w sh youad | ook it
over, M. Reanmes. If Mss Evelyn gets safe into the city, we could send her down the Tube to Earth
until the fightinas over.a

alall try to see it,a said Tomy inpatiently. alall try!a
HE turned back to the set-up steamgun. A flexible pipe froma heavily insulated cylinder ran to
it. A hopper dropped netallic balls down into a bored-out barrel, where they were sucked into the
bl ast of superheated steam fromthe storage cylinder. At a touch of the trigger a nonstrous cloud
of steam poured out. It was six feet fromthe gun nmuzzle before it condensed enough to be visible.
Then a huge white cl oud devel oped: but the metal pellets went on with deadly force. Half an inch
in diameter, they carried seven hundred yards at extreme el evation. Point-blank range was seventy-
five yards. They would kill at three hundred, and stun or disable beyond that. At a hundred yards
they woul d tear through a manas body.

Tomy was prom sed a hundred of the weapons, with their boilers, in tw days. He selected
their emplacenents. He directed that a disabling device be inserted, so if rushed they could not
be turned against their owners. He inspected the gas masks being turned out by the wonen, who in
this energency worked |i ke the men. Though hel pl ess before machi nery, it seened, they could
contrive a fabric device like a gas nask

The second day the work went on nore desperately still. But Smithersd work in rel easing
men was telling. There were fifteen hundred governors, or reducing valves, or automatic cutouts in
operation now. And fifteen hundred nmen were released fromthe machi nes, which had to be kept going
to keep the city alive. Wth that nany nen, intelligent nechanics all, Tonmy and Smithers worked
wonders. Smithers drove them nercilessly, using profanity and nechani cal draw ngs instead of
speech. Denham wi t hdrew twenty men and | abored on top of one of the towers. Toward sunset of the
second day, vast clouds of steambellied out fromit at odd, irregular intervals. Nothing else
mani fested itself. Those irregul ar bel chings of steam continued until dark, but Tommy paid no
attention to them He was driving the gunners of the machine guns to practice. He was planning
patrols, devising a reserve, nounting thernmtthrowers and arranging for the delivery of the
prom sed ransom at the specified city gate. So far, there was no sign of anything unusual in Rahn
Messengers from Yugna saw the captive wonen regularly, once every three hours. The last to
| eave had reported them being | oaded into great ground vehicles under a defending escort, to
travel through the dark jungle roads to Yugna. A vast concourse of enpty vehicles was trailing
into the jungle after them to bring back the food which would keep Rahn from starving, for a
while. It all seened wholly regul ar.

AT dawn, the remaining ships of the air fleet of Rahn were soaring silently above the jungle about
the CGolden City. They nade no threat. They offered no affront. But they soared, and soared.

Alittle after dawn, glitterings in the jungle announced the arrival of the convoy.
Messengers, in advance, shouted the news. Men from Yugna went out to inspect. The atnosphere grew
tense. The air fleet of Rahn drew cl oser.

Slowy, a great golden gateway yawned. Four ground vehicles rolled forward, and under
escort of the Rahnians entered the city. Half the captive wonen from Yugna were within them They
al i ghted, weeping for joy, and were pronptly whi sked away. Evel yn was not anmong them Tommy ground
his teeth. An explanation canme. Wen one half the promised ransom was paid, the others would be
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forthcom ng.

Tommy gave grimorders. Half the foodstuffs were taken to the city gate+half, no nore. At
his direction, it was explained gently to the Rahnians that the rest of the ransomrenai ned under
guard of the thermt-throwers. It would not be exposed to capture until the last of the captives
were rel eased. There was argunent, expostulation. The rest of the wonen appeared. Aten, at Tommyas
express comand, piled Evelyn and his own wife into a ground vehicle and cane racing nadly to the
tower from which Tonmy could see all the circuit of the city.

aYouéare all right?ad asked Tormy. At Evel ynds speechl ess nod, he put his hand heavily on
her shoul der. al am gl ad, & he managed to say. &Put on that gas mask. Hellas going to pop in a
m nute. &

He watched, every nuscle tense. There was confusion about the city gate. G ound vehicles,
| oaded with foodstuffs, poured out of the gate and back toward the jungle. O her vehicles with
i mprovi sed enl argenments to their carrying platfornms+making theminto huge cl osed boxes+rolled up
to the gate. The | oaded vehicles rolled back and back and back, and ever nore apparently enpty
ones crowded about the city gate waiting for adm ssion

Then there was a sudden flare of intolerable light. Awld yell arose. Couds of steam
shot up fromthe ready steamguns. But the circling air fleet turned as one ship and plunged for
the city. The | eaders began to drop snoking things that turned into nonstrous pillars of
prismatically-colored mst. A wave of deadly vapor rolled over the ranmparts of the city. And then
there was a |l ong-continued ululation and the noise of battle. Ragged Men, hidden in the jungle,
had swarned upon the walls with | adders made of jungle reeds. They came over the parapet in a wave
of how i ng nmadness. And they surged into the city, flinging gas bonbs as they cane.

CHAPTER X
The Fi ght
THE city was pandenoni um Tomry, | ooki ng down from his post of command, swore softly under his
breath. The Death M st was harnmless to the defenders of Yugna as a gas, because of their gas
masks. But it served as a screen. It blotted out the waves of attackers so the steam guns could
not be ainmed save at the shortest of short ranges. His precautions were taking effect, to be sure.
Two thirds of the attackers were Ragged Men drawn from about half the surviving cities, and
agai nst such a horde Yugna could not have held out at all but for his preparations. Now the
defenders took a heavy toll. Swarns of nen cane racing toward the open gate, their truncheons
aglow in the sunlight. The ring of Death M st was contracting as if to strangle the city, and it
left the ranparts bare again. And from nore than one point upon the battlenents the roaring clouds
of steam burst out again. A dozen guns concentrated on the racing nmen of Rahn, plunging fromthe
jungle to enter by the gate. They were racing forward, w thout order but at top speed, to share in
the fighting and |oot. Then streans of netal balls tore into them The front of the irregular
colum was wi ped out utterly. Wde swathes were cut in the rest. The survivors ran wildly forward
over a
litter of dead and dying nmen. Electric-charge weapons sent crackling di scharges anong them Their
contorted figures reeled and fell or |eaped convulsively to lie forever still where they struck.
And then the steam guns turned about to fire into the rear of the men who had charged past them
The steam guns had literally blasted away the Iine of Ragged Men where they stood. But the
line went on, with great ragged gaps in it, to be sure, but still vastly outnunbering the
defenders of the city. Here and there a steamgun was silent, its gun crew dead. And presently
those that were left were usel ess, immobile upon the ranparts in the rear of the attack

DOMWN in the ways of the city the fight rose to a riotous clanor. At Tommyéas order the wonen of the
city had been concentrated into a few strong towers. The machines of the city were | eft undefended
for atime. Afew strong patrols of fighting nen, strategically placed, flung thenselves with
irresistible force upon certain bands of naddened Ragged Men. But where a conbat raged, there the
Ragged Men swarmed how ing. Their hatred inpelled themto suicidal courage and to unspeakabl e
atrocities. Fromhis tower, Tommy saw a nman of Yugna, evidently a prisoner. Four Ragged Men
surrounded him literally tearing himto pieces |like the maniacs they were. Then he saw dust
spurting up in a swift-advancing line, and all four Ragged Men tw tched and col |l apsed on top of
their victim A steam gun had done that. A fighting patrol of the nmen of Yugna swept fiercely down
a paved way in one of the Golden Cityas vehicles. There was the glint of gold fromit. A solid,
choked nass of invaders rushed upon it. Wthout slackening speed, w thout a pause, the vehicle
raced ahead. Intolerable flashes of |ight appeared. A thermt-thrower was nounted on the machine
It drove forward like a flam ng meteor, and as el ectric-charge weapons flashed upon it nen
screanmed and died. It tore into a vast cloud of the Death M st and the unbearable flames of its
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weapon could only be seen as illumnations of that deadly vapor

A part of the city was free of defenders, save the isolated steam gunners |eft behind upon
the walls. Ragged Men, drunk with success, ran through its ways, slashing at the walls, battering
at the |ightpanels, pounding upon the doorways of the
towers. Tommy saw them hacking at the great doorway of a tower. It gave. They rushed within.
Al nost instantly thereafter the opening spouted themforth again and after them | eaping upon
them snapping and biting and striking out with nonstrous paws and teeth, were green lizard-things
like the one that had been killed+years back, it seened-on Earth. A deadly conbat began instantly.
But when the last of the fighting creatures was down, no nore than a dozen were left of the three
score who had begun the fight.

BUT this was not the main battle. The main battle was hidden under the Death-M st cloud,
concentrated in a vast thick nmass in the very center of the city. Tomry watched that grimy
Per haps ei ght thousand nmen had assailed the city. Certainly two thousand of them were represented
by the still or twitching forns in queer attitudes here and there, in single dots or groups. There
were seven hundred corpses before the city gate al one, where the steam guns had nmowed down a
rei nforcing colum. And there were others scattered all about. The defenders had | ost heavily
enough, but Tommyéas defense behind the line of the ranparts was soundly concentrated in strong
poi nts, equi pped with steam guns and nostly arned with thermt-throwers as well. Fromthe center
of the city there canme only a vast, unorgani zed tunult of battle and death.

Then a huge wi nged thing canme soaring down past Tomrmyéas tower. It landed with a crash on
the roofs below, spilling its men like ants. Tommy strained his eyes. There was a billow ng
out burst of steam fromthe tower where Denham had been working the night before. A big flier burst
into the weird bright flame of the thernmit fluid. It fell, splitting apart as it dropped. Again
the billowing steam No result+but beyond the city walls showed a flash of thermt flane.

aDenham & nuttered Tonmy. &Heads got a steam cannon; heas shooting shells | oaded with
thermt! They smash when they hit. Good!a

He dispatched a man with orders, but a nessenger was panting his way up as the runner
left. He thrust a scribbled bit of paper into Tomyéas hand.

aldamtrying to bring down the ship thatds controlling the Death Mst. 1&all shell those
devils in the mddle of town as soon as our controls can handle the M st.
Denham &

Tomy began to snap out his commands. He raced downward toward the street. Men seenmed to
spring up like nmagic about him A ship with one wing aflane was tottering in mdair, and anot her
was dropping like a plumet.

Then Tommy uttered a roar of pure joy. The huge gl obe of beautiful, deadly vapor was
lifting! Its control-ship was shattered, and nen of the Golden City had found its setting. The
Mst rose swiftly in a single vast globule of varicolored reflections. And the situation in the
center of the city was clear. Two towers were besi eged. Dense masses of the invaders crowded about
them battering at them Steam guns opened fromtheir wi ndows. Thernit-throwers shot out flashes
of deadly fire.

Tommy led five hundred nen in savage assault, cleaving the mass of invaders |ike a wedge.
He cut off a hundred nmen and wiped themout, while a rear guard poured electric charges into the
mai n body of the enenmy. Mre nen of Yugna cane | eaping froma dozen doorways and joi ned t hem
Tommy found Snithers by his side, powder-stained and sweat - streaked.

I SS Evelynas all right?a Snithers asked in a great calm aShe is,a growed Tormy. aOn the top
floor of a
tower, with a hundred nmen to guard her. &

aYou didnat | ook at the Tube | made, & said Smithers inpassively; &but | turned on the
steam Looks like it worked. Itas ready to go through, anyways. It&s the sane place the other one
was, down in that cellar. lamtellin& you in case anythi ng happens. a

He opened fire with a nagazine rifle into the thick of the nob that assailed the two
towers. Tommy left himwith fifty nen to block a highway and |l ed his nmen again into the nmass of
nm ngl ed Ragged Men and Rahnians. His followers saw his tactics now. They split off a section of
the nmob and fell upon it ferociously. There were sudden awful screams. Thernmit flame was rising
fromtwo places in the very thick of the mob. It burst up froma third, and fourth, and fifth.

Denham

atop his tower, had the range with his steam cannon, and was flinging heavy shells into the
attackers of the two central buildings. And then there was a roaring of steamand a ground vehicle
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came to a stop not fifty feet away. A gun crew of Yugnans had shifted their unw el dy weapon and
its insulated steamboiler to a freight-carrying vehicle. Now the gunner pulled trigger and
traversed his weapon into the thick of the massed invaders, while his conpani ons worked
desperately to keep the hopper full of projectiles.

The invaders nelted away. Steamguns in the towers, thernmt projectiles fromthe cannon
far away; now this. . . . And the concealing cloud of Death Mst was rising still, headed strai ght
up toward the zenith. It looked like a tiny, dwi ndling pearl.

THE assault upon Yugna had been a nad one, a frantic one. But the flight from Yugna was the flight
of men trying to escape fromhell. WIld panic characterized the fleeing nen. They threw aside
their weapons and ran with screans of terror no whit less horrible than their how s of triunmph had
been. And Tommy woul d have stopped the slaughter, but there was no way to send orders to the
ranpart gunners in tine. As the fugitives swarned toward the walls again, the storns of steam
propel |l ed m ssiles nowed them down. Even those who scranbled down to the ground outside and fled
sobbing for the jungle were pursued by hails of bullets. O the eight thousand men who assail ed
Yugna, less than one in five escaped.

Pursuit was still in progress. Here and there, through the city, the sound of isol ated
conbats still went on. Denham cane down from his tower, |ooking rather sick as he saw the carnage
about him A strong escort brought Evelyn. Aten was grinning proudly, as though he had in person
defeated the eneny. And as Evel yn shakingly put out her hand to touch Tormyas arm- it was only
| ater that he realized he had been wounded in half a dozen mi nor ways+a shadow roared over their
heads. The crackle of firearms cane fromit.

dJacarol a snarled Tormmy. He |eaped instinctively to pursue. But the flying thing was bound
for a landing in an open square, the sane one which not |ong since had seen the heaviest fighting.
It alighted there and toppl ed askew on contact.

Figures tunbled out of it, in torn and ragged garnents fashioned in the style of the very best
tailors of the Earth&s underworld. -

Men of Yugna raced to intercept them Firearns spat and bellowed luridly. In a close-knit,
flame-spitting group, the knot of men raced over fallen bodies and hurtled areas where the
pavenent had cooled to no nore than a dull-red heat where a thernit shell had struck. One man,
two, three nmen fell under the small-arnms fire. The gangsters went racing on, firing desperately.
They dived into a tunnel and di sappeared.

aFf1 HE Tube! & roared Smithers. &They& goin&d for the J_ Tube!&

He plunged forward, and Tommy seized his arm

aTheyal|l go through your Tube,a he said curtly. alt |ooks like the one they cane through
Theyal | think it is. Let Tema

Smithers tried to tear free

aBut theyall get back to Earth!a he raged. &Theyall get off clear!a

The sharp, cracking sound of a gun-cotton expl osion cane out of the doorway into which
Jacaro and his nmen had dived. Tommy sniled very grimy indeed.

aTheyave gone through,d he said drily, &and theyave bl own up the Tube behind them But=l
didnat tell you+l took a look at your castings. Your pupils were putting themtogether, ready for
the steamto go in, in place of the coils | used. But+er+ Snmithers! Youad di scarded one pair of
castings. They didnat satisfy you. Your pupils forgot that. They hooked themall together.a

Snmi t hers gul ped.

al nstead of four right-angled bends,d said Tormy grimy, &you have six connected together.
You turned on the steamin a hurry, not noticing. And | donat know how many series of dinensions
there are in this universe of ours. W know of two. There may be any number. But Jacaro and his
men di dnat go back to Earth. God only knows where they | anded, or what ités |ike. Maybe sonewhere
amllion nmles in space. Nobody knows. The main thing is that Earth is safe now. The Death M st
has faded out of the picture.a

He turned and snmiled warmy at Evelyn. He was a rather
horri bl e sight just then, though he did not knowit. He was bl oody and burned and wounded. He
ignored all matters but success, however.

al think,a he said drily, awe have won the confidence of the Golden City, Evelyn, and that
theredll be no nore talk of gassing Earth. As soon as the Council neets again, weall neke sure.
And then+well, | think we can devote a certain amount of time to our personal affairs. You are the
first Earth-girl to be kissed in the Fifth D nension. Wéall have to see if you canat distinguish
yoursel f further. &
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AGAIN the Council hall in the tower of governnent in the Golden City of Yugna. Again the queer
benches about the bl ack wood tabl exthough two of the seats that had been occupi ed were now enpty.
Agai n the guards behind the chairs, and the crowd of watchers+visitors, citizens of Yugna
attendi ng the deliberations of the Council. The audi ence was a queer one, this tinme. There were
bandages here and there. There were nen who were wounded, broken, bent and crippled in the
fighting. But a warmy wel comi ng murnur spread through the hall as Tommy cane in, hinself rather
extensi vely patched. He was wearing the tunic and breeches of the Colden City, because his own

cl ot hes were hopel essly beyond repair. The bearded ol d Council or gathered the eyes of his fell ows.
They rose. The Council seated itself as one nan.

Quiet, placid fornalities. The Keeper of Foodstuffs murnured that the ransom paid to Rahn
had been recaptured after the fight. The Keeper of Rolls reported with savage satisfaction the
nunber of enenmi es who had been slain in battle. He added that the I oss to Yugna was | ess than one
man to ten of the eneny. And he added with still greater enphasis that the shops being fitted with
automatic controls had rel eased nowsit had grown so nmuch+two thousand nen fromthe necessary day-
and- ni ght working force, and further rel eases were to be expected. The demands of the machines
were | essened al ready beyond the nenory of man. Eyes turned to Tommy. There was an expectant pause
for his reply.

a have been Commander of Defense Forces, & he told themslowy, &in this fighting. | have

gi ven you weapons. My

two friends have done nore. The machines will need fewer and fewer attendants as the hints they
have given you are devel oped by yourselves. And there is sonme hope that one of ny friends nay show
you, in ultra-sonic vibrations, a weapon against the jungle itself. My own work is finished. But |
ask again for friendship for ny planet Earth. | ask that no war be nade on ny own people. | ask
that what benefits you receive fromus be passed to the other surviving cities on the sane terns.
And since there can be no further fighting on this scale, | give back ny commi ssion as Comander

of Defense. &

There was a little nurnmur anong the nmen of Yugna, looking on. It rose to a protesting
babbl e, to a shout of denial. The bearded ol d Keeper of Foodstuffs sml ed.

ait is proposed that the appointnment as Conmander of Defense Forces be permanent, & he said
mldly.

He produced the queer black box and touched it in a certain fashion. He passed it to the
next nan, and the next and next. It went around the table. It passed a second tinme, but this tine
each man nerely | ooked at the top

aYou conmmand the defense forces of Yugna for always,&d said the bearded old man, gently.
dNow gi ve orders that your requests becone | aws. &

TOMW stared bl ankly. He was suddenly aware of Aten in the background, smiling triunphantly and
very happily at him There was something |ike a roar of approval fromthe men of Yugna, assenbl ed.

aJust what, a4 demanded Tonmy, &does this nean?a

aFor many years, a said a hawk-faced man ungraciously, &we have had no Commander of
Def ense. W have had no wars. But we see it is needful. W have chosen you, with all agreeing. The
Conmmander of Defensed+he sniffed a little, pugnaciously
+dhas the authority the ancient kings once owned. a

Tommy | eaned back in the curious benchlike chair, his eyes narrow and thoughtful. This
woul d sinplify matters. No danger of trouble to Earth. A free hand for Denham and Snithers to help
these fol k, and for Denhamto learn scientific facts+in the sciences they had devel oped+whi ch
woul d be of inestimable value to Earth. And it could be possible to open a peacefu
traffic with the nations of Earth wi thout any danger of war. And maybe

He smiled suddenly. It w dened alnbst into a grin. 8AIl right. Iall settle down here for a
whi | e. But ~er+j ust how does one set about getting nmarried here?a
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