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PROLOGUE

SEVERAL YEARS had el apsed since | had found the op-
portunity to do any big-ganme hunting; for at |ast |
had ny plans al nost perfected for a return to ny old
st anpi ng-grounds in northern Africa, where in other
days | had had excellent sport in pursuit of the king
of beasts.

The date of ny departure had been set; | was to

|l eave in two weeks. No school boy counting the |agging
hours that must pass before the begi nning of "long
vacation" released himto the delirious joys of the sum
mer canp could have been filled with greater im

pati ence or keener anticipation

And then cane a letter that started ne for Africa
twel ve days ahead of ny schedul e.

Oten am| in receipt of letters from strangers who

have found sonething in a story of mine to conmend

or to conderm. My interest in this departnent of ny
correspondence is ever fresh. | opened this particular
letter with all the zest of pleasurable anticipation with
which | had opened so many others. The post-nark

(Al giers) had aroused ny interest and curiosity, es-
pecially at this tinme, since it was Al giers that was
presently to witness the ternination of nmy coming sea
voyage in search of sport and adventure.
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Before the reading of that letter was conpleted |ions
and lion-hunting had fled ny thoughts, and | was in
a state of excitenment bordering upon frenzy.

It--well, read it yourself, and see if you, too, do not
find food for frantic conjecture, for tantalizing doubts,
and for a great hope.

Here it is:

DEAR SIR. | think that | have run across one of the
nmost renarkabl e coincidences in nodern literature. But
let me start at the beginning:

I am by profession, a wanderer upon the face of
the earth. | have no trade--nor any other occupation

My father bequeathed ne a conpetency; sone renoter
ancestors lust to roam | have conbined the two
and invested themcarefully and wi thout extravagance.

| becanme interested in your story, At the Earth's
Core, not so nuch because of the probability of the
tale as of a great and abi di ng wonder that people
shoul d be paid real noney for witing such inpossible
trash. You will pardon ny candor, but it is necessary
that you understand ny nental attitude toward this
particular story--that you may credit that which fol-

| ows.

Shortly thereafter | started for the Sahara in search

of a rather rare species of antelope that is to be found
only occasionally within a limted area at a certain
season of the year. M chase led me far fromthe haunts
of man.

It was a fruitless search, however, in so far as antel ope

is concerned; but one night as | lay courting sleep at
the edge of a little cluster of date-palns that surround
an ancient well in the mdst of the arid, shifting sands,

| suddenly becane conscious of a strange sound com ng
apparently fromthe earth beneath ny head.

It was an internmittent ticking!

No reptile or insect with which I amfamliar re-

produces any such notes. | lay for an hour--1listening
intently.
At last ny curiosity got the better of ne. | arose,

lighted my |anp and comenced to investigate.

My bedding |ay upon a rug stretched directly upon

the warm sand. The noi se appeared to be coming from
beneath the rug. | raised it, but found nothing--yet,
at intervals, the sound conti nued.

I dug into the sand with the point of mny hunting-
knife. A few inches below the surface of the sand

| encountered a solid substance that had the feel of
wood beneath the sharp steel

Excavating about it, | unearthed a small wooden box
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Fromthis receptacle issued the strange sound that |
had heard.

How had it cone here?
What did it contain?

In attenpting to lift it fromits burying place | dis-
covered that it seened to be held fast by neans of a
very small insulated cable running farther into the sand
beneath it.

My first inpulse was to drag the thing | oose by main
strength; but fortunately | thought better of this and
fell to exami ning the box. | soon saw that it was covered
by a hinged lid, which was held cl osed by a sinple
screwhook and eye.

It took but a nonent to |oosen this and raise the
cover, when, to ny utter astonishment, | discovered
an ordinary tel egraph instrunment clicking away within.

"What in the world," thought |, "is this thing doing here?"

That it was a French military instrument was ny

first guess; but really there didn't seem nuch |ikelihood
that this was the correct explanation, when one took

into account the |oneliness and rempteness of the spot.

As | sat gazing at ny renmarkable find, which was tick-
ing and clicking away there in the silence of the desert
night, trying to convey sonme nessage which | was

unable to interpret, my eyes fell upon a bit of paper
lying in the bottomof the box beside the instrunent.

| picked it up and examined it. Upon it were witten
but two letters:

D. I.
They nmeant nothing to ne then. | was baffl ed.

Once, in an interval of silence upon the part of the
receiving instrunent, | noved the sending-key up and
down a fewtinmes. Instantly the receiving nechani sm
commenced to work frantically.

| tried to recall sonething of the Mrse Code, with
which | had played as a little boy--but tine had
obliterated it frommy nmenory. | becane alnpbst frantic
as | let ny imagination run riot anong the possibilities
for which this clicking instrument night stand.

Sone poor devil at the unknown other end night be

in dire need of succor. The very franticness of the
instrument's wild clashing betokened sonething of the
ki nd.

And there sat |, powerless to interpret, and so power-
| ess to hel p!

It was then that the inspiration came to me. |In a flash
there leaped to ny nind the closing paragraphs of the
story | had read in the club at Al giers:
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Does the answer |ie somewhere upon the bosom of
the broad Sahara, at the ends of two tiny wres, hidden
beneath a | ost cairn?

The i dea seenmed preposterous. Experience and in-
telligence conbined to assure ne that there could be

no slightest grain of truth or possibility in your wild
tale--it was fiction pure and sinple.

And yet where WERE the other ends of those wires?

VWhat was this instrument--ticking away here in
the great Sahara--but a travesty upon the possi bl e!

Wul d | have believed in it had | not seen it with
nmy own eyes?

And the initials--D. |.--upon the slip of paper!
David's initials were these--David | nnes.

I smled at nmy imaginings. | ridiculed the assunption
that there was an inner world and that these wires

| ed downward through the earth's crust to the surface
of Pellucidar. And yet--

Well, | sat there all night, listening to that tantalizing
clicking, now and then noving the sending-key just to

I et the other end know that the instrument had been

di scovered. In the norning, after carefully returning the
box to its hole and covering it over with sand, | called
my servants about me, snatched a hurried breakfast,
mounted my horse, and started upon a forced nmarch

for Algiers.

| arrived here today. In witing you this letter | fee
that I am making a fool of nyself.

There is no David | nnes.
There is no Dian the Beauti ful
There is no world within a worl d.

Pel l uci dar is but a real mof your inmagination--noth-
ing nore.

BUT- -

The incident of the finding of that buried tel egraph
instrument upon the lonely Sahara is little short of
uncanny, in view of your story of the adventures of
Davi d | nnes.

| have called it one of the nost remarkabl e coinci-
dences in nodern fiction. | called it literature before,
but - -agai n pardon nmy candor--your story is not.

And now-why am| witing you?

Heaven knows, unless it is that the persistent clicking
of that unfathomable enigma out there in the vast
sil ences of the Sahara has so wought upon ny nerves
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that reason refuses longer to function sanely.

I cannot hear it now, yet | know that far away to the
south, all al one beneath the sands, it is still pounding
out its vain, frantic appeal

It is maddeni ng
It is your fault--1 want you to release ne fromit.

Cable me at once, at my expense, that there was no
basis of fact for your story, At the Earth's Core.

Very respectfully yours,
COGDON NESTOR,

--and- - d ub,

Al gi ers.

June 1st, --.

Ten nminutes after reading this letter | had cabled
M. Nestor as follows:

Story true. Await ne Algiers.

As fast as train and boat would carry me, | sped
toward ny destination. For all those draggi ng days ny
m nd was a whirl of nad conjecture, of frantic hope,

of nunbi ng fear.

The finding of the tel egraph-instrunent practically
assured nme that David Innes had driven Perry's iron
nmol e back through the earth's crust to the buried world
of Pel lucidar; but what adventures had befallen him
since his return?

Had he found Dian the Beautiful, his half-savage
mat e, safe anong his friends, or had Hooja the Sly One
succeeded in his nefarious schenes to abduct her?

Did Abner Perry, the lovable old inventor and pal e-
ontol ogist, still live?

Had the federated tribes of Pellucidar succeeded in
overthrowi ng the mghty Mahars, the dom nant race

of reptilian nonsters, and their fierce, gorilla-like sol-
diery, the savage Sagot hs?

I nust adnmit that | was in a state bordering upon
nervous prostration when | entered the -and-C ub,

in Algiers, and inquired for M. Nestor. A nmonent |ater
I was ushered into his presence, to find nmyself clasping
hands with the sort of chap that the world holds only
too few of

He was a tall, smooth-faced man of about thirty,
cl ean-cut, straight, and strong, and weather-tanned to
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the hue of a desert Arab. | liked himimmensely from

the first, and | hope that after our three nonths together
in the desert country--three nonths not entirely I ack-

ing in adventure--he found that a nan nmay be a

witer of "inpossible trash" and yet have sone redeem

ing qualities.

The day following nmy arrival at Algiers we left for

the south, Nestor having nmade all arrangenents in
advance, guessing, as he naturally did, that | could be
coming to Africa for but a single purpose--to hasten

at once to the buried tel egraph-instrunent and w est
its secret fromit.

In addition to our native servants, we took al ong

an English tel egraph-operator naned Frank Downes.
Not hi ng of interest enlivened our journey by rail and
caravan till we cane to the cluster of date-pal nms about
the ancient well upon the rimof the Sahara.

It was the very spot at which | first had seen David
Innes. |If he had ever raised a cairn above the tel egraph
instrument no sign of it remained now. Had it not been
for the chance that caused Cogdon Nestor to throw

down his sleeping rug directly over the hidden instru-
ment, it nmight still be clicking there unheard--and

this story still unwitten.

When we reached the spot and unearthed the little

box the instrument was quiet, nor did repeated attenpts
upon the part of our tel egrapher succeed in w nning

a response fromthe other end of the line. After severa
days of futile endeavor to raise Pellucidar, we had be-
gun to despair. | was as positive that the other end

of that little cable protruded through the surface of the
inner world as | amthat | sit here today in ny study--
when about midnight of the fourth day I was awakened

by the sound of the instrunent.

Leaping to nmy feet | grasped Downes roughly by the
neck and dragged himout of his blankets. He didn't
need to be told what caused ny excitenent, for the

i nstant he was awake he, too, heard the |ong-hoped
for click, and with a whoop of delight pounced upon
the instrument.

Nestor was on his feet alnbst as soon as |. The three
of us huddl ed about that little box as if our lives
depended upon the nessage it had for us.

Downes interrupted the clicking with his sending-
key. The noise of the receiver stopped instantly.

"Ask who it is, Downes," | directed.

He did so, and while we awaited the Englishman's
translation of the reply, | doubt if either Nestor or |
br eat hed.

"He says he's David Innes," said Downes. "He wants

to know who we are.'
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"Tell him" said |; "and that we want to know how
he is--and all that has befallen himsince | |ast saw
him"

For two nonths | talked with David Innes al nost

every day, and as Downes translated, either Nestor or
I took notes. Fromthese, arranged in chronol ogi ca
order, | have set down the followi ng account of the
further adventures of David Innes at the earth's core,
practically in his own words.

CHAPTER |
LOST ON PELLUCI DAR

The Arabs, of whom| wote you at the end of ny | ast
letter (lInnes began), and whom | thought to be enenies
intent only upon nurdering nme, proved to be exceed-
ingly friendly--they were searching for the very band
of marauders that had threatened nmy existence. The
huge rhanphorhynchus-like reptile that | had brought
back with me fromthe inner world--the ugly Mahar

that Hooja the Sly One had substituted for ny dear
Dian at the nmoment of ny departure--filled them

with wonder and with awe.

Nor |less so did the mighty subterranean prospector
whi ch had carried ne to Pellucidar and back again,
and which lay out in the desert about two mles from

nmy canp.

Wth their help | managed to get the unwi el dy tons

of its great bulk into a vertical position--the nose deep
in a hole we had dug in the sand and the rest of it
supported by the trunks of date-palns cut for the

pur pose.

It was a mighty engineering job with only wild Arabs
and their wilder nmounts to do the work of an electric
crane--but finally it was conpleted, and | was ready
for departure

For sonme time | hesitated to take the Mahar back

with me. She had been docile and quiet ever since she
had di scovered herself virtually a prisoner aboard the
"iron nole." It had been, of course, inpossible for ne
to comuni cate with her since she had no auditory
organs and | no know edge of her fourth-di nmension,

si xt h-sense net hod of communi cation

Naturally | am kind-hearted, and so | found it beyond
me to | eave even this hateful and repul sive thing al one
in a strange and hostile world. The result was that
when | entered the iron nole | took her with ne.

That she knew that we were about to return to

Pel  uci dar was evident, for inmediately her nmanner
changed fromthat of habitual gl oomthat had pervaded
her, to an al nbst human expressi on of contentnent

and del i ght.
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Qur trip through the earth's crust was but a repetition
of my two former journeys between the inner and the
outer worlds. This tine, however, | imagine that we
must have mai ntained a nore nearly perpendi cul ar
course, for we acconplished the journey in a few m n-
utes' less time than upon the occasion of my first
journey through the five-hundred-mle crust. just a
trifle less than seventy-two hours after our departure
into the sands of the Sahara, we broke through the
surface of Pell ucidar.

Fortune once again favored nme by the slightest of
mar gi ns, for when | opened the door in the prospector's
outer jacket | saw that we had mi ssed com ng up

through the bottom of an ocean by but a few hundred

yar ds.

The aspect of the surrounding country was entirely
unfam liar to me--1 had no conception of precisely
where | was upon the one hundred and twenty-four
mllion square mles of Pellucidar's vast |and surface.

The perpetual m dday sun poured down its torrid

rays fromzenith, as it had done since the beginning of
Pellucidarian tine--as it would continue to do to the
end of it. Before me, across the wi de sea, the weird,
hori zonl ess seascape fol ded gently upward to nmeet the
sky until it lost itself to viewin the azure depths of
di stance far above the level of ny eyes.

How strange it | ooked! How vastly different from
the flat and puny area of the circunscribed vision of
the dwel | er upon the outer crust!

I was lost. Though | wandered ceasel essly throughout
alifetime, | mght never discover the whereabouts of
my former friends of this strange and savage worl d.
Never again might | see dear old Perry, nor Ghak the
Hairy One, nor Dacor the Strong One, nor that other
infinitely precious one--ny sweet and nobl e mate,

Di an the Beauti ful

But even so | was glad to tread once nore the surface
of Pellucidar. Msterious and terrible, grotesque and
savage though she is in many of her aspects, | can not
but love her. Her very savagery appealed to nme, for
it is the savagery of unspoiled Nature.

The magni fi cence of her tropic beauties enthralled
me. Her mighty |and areas breathed unfettered free-
dom

Her untracked oceans, whispering of virgin wonders
unsul lied by the eye of man, beckoned ne out upon
their restless bosons.

Not for an instant did | regret the world of mny
nativity. | was in Pellucidar. | was hone. And | was
content.

As | stood dream ng beside the giant thing that had
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brought nme safely through the earth's crust, ny travel-
i ng conpani on, the hideous Mahar, energed fromthe
interior of the prospector and stood beside ne. For

a long tine she renmi ned notionl ess.

What thoughts were passing through the convol utions
of her reptilian brain?

I do not know.

She was a nenber of the domi nant race of Pel-

lucidar. By a strange freak of evolution her kind had
first devel oped the power of reason in that world of
anomal i es.

To her, creatures such as | were of a | ower order.

As Perry had di scovered among the witings of her

kind in the buried city of Phutra, it was still an open
question anmong the Mahars as to whet her nan pos-

sessed nmeans of intelligent conmunication or the power
of reason.

Her kind believed that in the center of all-pervading
solidity there was a single, vast, spherical cavity, which
was Pellucidar. This cavity had been left there for the
sol e purpose of providing a place for the creation and
propagati on of the Mahar race. Everything within it

had been put there for the uses of the Mihar.

I wondered what this particular Mhar night think

now. | found pleasure in specul ati ng upon just what
the effect had been upon her of passing through the
earth's crust, and coming out into a world that one of
even less intelligence than the great Mahars coul d
easily see was a different world from her own Pel -

| uci dar .

What had she thought of the outer world' s tiny sun?

What had been the effect upon her of the npon and
myriad stars of the clear African nights?

How had she expl ai ned thenf?

Wth what sensations of awe nmust she first have

wat ched the sun noving slowy across the heavens to

di sappear at |ast beneath the western horizon, |eaving
in his wake that which the Mahar had never before

wi t nessed- -t he darkness of night? For upon Pell ucidar
there is no night. The stationary sun hangs forever in
the center of the Pellucidarian sky--directly overhead.

Then, too, she must have been inpressed by the

wondr ous mechani sm of the prospector which had bored

its way fromworld to world and back again. And that
it had been driven by a rational being nust also have
occurred to her.

Too, she bad seen nme conversing with other nen

upon the earth's surface. She had seen the arrival of
the caravan of books and arns, and amunition, and
the bal ance of the heterogeneous collection which

had crammed into the cabin of the iron nole for trans-
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portation to Pellucidar.

She had seen all these evidences of a civilization
and brai n-power transcending in scientific achieve-
ment anything that her race had produced; nor once
had she seen a creature of her own ki nd.

There coul d have been but a single deduction in the
mnd of the Mahar--there were other worlds than
Pel l uci dar, and the gilak was a rational being.

Now the creature at ny side was creeping slowy

toward the near-by sea. At ny hip hung a | ong-barreled
si x- shoot er - - somehow | had been unable to find the

sanme sensation of security in the newf angl ed auto-
matics that had been perfected since ny first departure
fromthe outer world--and in ny hand was a heavy
express rifle.

I could have shot the Mahar with ease, for | knew
intuitively that she was escaping--but | did not.

| felt that if she could return to her own kind with

the story of her adventures, the position of the human
race within Pellucidar would be advanced i mensely

at a single stride, for at once nman woul d take his proper
pl ace in the considerations of the reptili a.

At the edge of the sea the creature paused and
| ooked back at ne. Then she slid sinuously into the surf.

For several minutes | saw no nore of her as she
| uxuriated in the cool depths.

Then a hundred yards from shore she rose and there
for another short while she floated upon the surface.

Finally she spread her giant w ngs, flapped them
vigorously a score of tines and rose above the bl ue
sea. A single tine she circled far aloft--and then
straight as an arrow she sped away.

I watched her until the distant haze envel oped her
and she had di sappeared. | was al one.

My first concern was to di scover where within Pel -
lucidar | might be--and in what direction lay the |and
of the Sarians where CGhak the Hairy One rul ed.

But how was | to guess in which direction lay Sari?
And if | set out to search--what then?

Could | find my way back to the prospector with its

pricel ess freight of books, firearms, amrunition, scien-
tific instruments, and still nore books--its great library
of reference works upon every conceivabl e branch of ap-
plied sciences?

And if | could not, of what value was all this vast
storehouse of potential civilization and progress to be
to the world of ny adoption?
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Upon the other hand, if | remained here alone with
it, what could | acconplish single-handed?

Not hi ng.

But where there was no east, no west, no north,

no south, no stars, no noon, and only a stationary m d-
day sun, howwas | to find ny way back to this spot
shoul d ever | get out of sight of it?

| didn't know.

For a long tine | stood buried in deep thought, when

it occurred to ne to try out one of the compasses

had brought and ascertain if it remained steadily fixed
upon an unvarying pole. | reentered the prospector

and fetched a conpass wi thout.

Movi ng a consi derabl e di stance fromthe prospector

that the needle m ght not be influenced by its great
bul k of iron and steel | turned the delicate instrunent
about in every direction.

Al'ways and steadily the needle remained rigidly fixed
upon a point straight out to sea, apparently pointing
toward a large island sone ten or twenty mles distant.
Thi s then should be north.

| drew ny note-book fromny pocket and nade

a careful topographical sketch of the locality within
the range of ny vision. Due north lay the island, far
out upon the shimering sea.

The spot | had chosen for ny observations was the

top of a large, flat boulder which rose six or eight feet
above the turf. This spot |I called Geenwich. The

boul der was the "Royal Observatory."

| had made a start! | cannot tell you what a sense
of relief was inparted to ne by the sinple fact that
there was at | east one spot within Pellucidar with a
fam liar nane and a place upon a map.

It was with alnost childish joy that | nmade a little
circle in my note-book and traced the word G eenw ch
beside it.

Now | felt | might start out upon ny search with
sonme assurance of finding nmy way back again to the
prospector.

| decided that at first | would travel directly south
in the hope that | might in that direction find sone
famliar landmark. It was as good a direction as any.
This nmuch at |east might be said of it.

Among the many other things | had brought from

the outer world were a nunmber of pedoneters.

slipped three of these into my pockets with the idea
that | might arrive at a nore or |ess accurate nean
fromthe registrations of themall.

On ny map | woul d register so many paces south
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so many east, so nany west, and so on. Wen | was
ready to return | would then do so by any route that
I might choose.

I also strapped a considerable quantity of amuni -
tion across mnmy shoul ders, pocketed sone matches, and
hooked an al umi num fry-pan and a small stewkettle of
the sane nmetal to ny belt.

I was ready--ready to go forth and explore a world!

Ready to search a |l and area of 124,110,000 square
mles for nmy friends, ny inconparable nate, and good

ol d Perry!

And so, after locking the door in the outer shel

of the prospector, | set out upon nmy quest. Due south

| travel ed, across lovely valleys thick-dotted with graz-
i ng herds.

Thr ough dense prineval forests | forced ny way
and up the slopes of mghty nountains searching for
a pass to their farther sides.

I bex and nusk-sheep fell before nmy good old revol ver,
so that | lacked not for food in the higher altitudes.
The forests and the plains gave plentifully of fruits
and wild birds, antel ope, aurochsen, and el k.

Qccasionally, for the larger game aninmals and the
gigantic beasts of prey, | used ny express rifle, but
for the nost part the revolver filled all ny needs.

There were tinmes, too, when faced by a mghty cave

bear, a saber-toothed tiger, or huge felis spel aea, bl ack-
maned and terrible, even ny powerful rifle seened
pitifully inadequate--but fortune favored ne so that

| passed unscat hed through adventures that even the
recol l ection of causes the short hairs to bristle at the
nape of mny neck.

How | ong | wandered toward the south | do not

know, for shortly after | left the prospector sonething
went wong with my watch, and | was again at the

mercy of the baffling timel essness of Pellucidar, forging
steadi | y ahead beneath the great, notionless sun which
hangs eternally at noon.

| ate many tines, however, so that days must have
el apsed, possibly nonths with no famliar |andscape
rewardi ng ny eager eyes.

I saw no nmen nor signs of nen. Nor is this strange,
for Pellucidar, inits land area, is inmense, while the
human race there is very young and consequently far
from numer ous

Doubt | ess upon that |ong search mine was the first
human foot to touch the soil in many places--m ne

the first human eye to rest upon the gorgeous wonders
of the | andscape.

It was a staggering thought. | could not but dwell
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upon it often as | nade ny lonely way through this
virgin world. Then, quite suddenly, one day | stepped
out of the peace of manless primality into the presence
of man--and peace was gone.

It happened thus:

I had been followi ng a ravine downward out of a

chain of lofty hills and had paused at its nouth to view
the lovely little valley that |lay before nme. At one side
was tangl ed wood, while straight ahead a river wound
peacefully along parallel to the cliffs in which the hills
term nated at the valley's edge.

Presently, as | stood enjoying the lovely scene, as
insatiate for Nature's wonders as if | had not | ooked
upon simlar | andscapes countless tines, a sound of
shouting broke fromthe direction of the woods. That
the harsh, discordant notes rose fromthe throats of
men | coul d not doubt.

| slipped behind a | arge boul der near the mouth of
the ravine and waited. | could hear the crashing of
underbrush in the forest, and | guessed that whoever
came came qui ckly--pursued and pursuers, doubtl ess.

In a short time sonme hunted animal woul d break into
view, and a nonment |ater a score of half-naked savages
woul d cone | eaping after with spears or club or great
st one- kni ves.

I had seen the thing so many tines during ny life

within Pellucidar that | felt that | could anticipate to
a nicety precisely what | was about to witness. | hoped
that the hunters would prove friendly and be able to
direct me toward Sari .

Even as | was thinking these thoughts the quarry
energed fromthe forest. But it was no terrified four-
footed beast. Instead, what | saw was an old man--
aterrified old man!

St aggering feebly and hopel essly from what nust

have been sone very terrible fate, if one could judge
fromthe horrified expressions he continually cast behind
himtoward the wood, he cane stunbling on in ny
direction.

He had covered but a short distance fromthe forest
when | beheld the first of his pursuers--a Sagoth, one
of those grimand terrible gorilla-nen who guard the

m ghty Mahars in their buried cities, faring forth from
time to time upon slave-raiding or punitive expeditions
agai nst the hunman race of Pellucidar, of whomthe

dom nant race of the inner world think as we think

of the bison or the wild sheep of our own worl d.

Cl ose behind the forenmpst Sagoth came others until

a full dozen raced, shouting after the terror-stricken
old man. They woul d be upon himshortly, that was

pl ai n.
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One of themwas rapidly overhauling him his back-
thrown spear-armtestifying to his purpose.

And then, quite with the suddenness of an unex-
pected blow, | realized a past famliarity with the gait
and carriage of the fugitive.

Si nul t aneously there swept over ne the staggering
fact that the old man was--PERRY! That he was about
to die before ny very eyes with no hope that | could
reach himin tine to avert the awful catastrophe--
for to ne it neant a real catastrophe!

Perry was ny best friend.

D an, of course, | |ooked upon as nore than friend.
She was my mate--a part of nme.

| had entirely forgotten the rifle in nmy hand and
the revolvers at nmy belt; one does not readily syn-
chroni ze his thoughts with the stone age and the
twentieth century sinultaneously.

Now from past habit | still thought in the stone age,
and in my thoughts of the stone age there were no
t houghts of firearnmns.

The fell ow was al nost upon Perry when the feel of
the gun in ny hand awoke nme fromthe | ethargy of
terror that had gripped ne. From behind ny boul der
I threw up the heavy express rifle--a mghty engine
of destruction that mght bring down a cave bear or
a manmoth at a single shot--and let drive at the
Sagoth's broad, hairy breast.

At the sound of the shot he stopped stock-still. His
spear dropped from his hand.

Then he lunged forward upon his face.

The effect upon the others was little | ess renarkable.
Perry al one coul d have possibly guessed the neani ng of
the Il oud report or explained its connection with the
sudden col | apse of the Sagoth. The other gorilla-nmen
halted for but an instant. Then with renewed shrieks
of rage they sprang forward to finish Perry.

At the same tinme | stepped from behind ny boul -

der, drawi ng one of ny revolvers that | mght conserve
the nore precious anmunition of the express rifle.
Quickly I fired again with the | esser weapon.

Then it was that all eyes were directed toward ne.
Anot her Sagoth fell to the bullet fromthe revol ver;
but it did not stop his conpanions. They were out for
revenge as well as blood now, and they neant to have
bot h.

As | ran forward toward Perry | fired four nore

shots, dropping three of our antagonists. Then at |ast
the remai ni ng seven wavered. It was too rmuch for

them this roaring death that |eaped, invisible, upon
them froma great distance.
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As they hesitated | reached Perry's side. | have never
seen such an expression upon any man's face as that
upon Perry's when he recognized me. | have no words
wherewith to describe it. There was not tinme to talk
then--scarce for a greeting. | thrust the full, |oaded
revolver into his hand, fired the last shot in my own,
and rel oaded. There were but six Sagoths left then

They started toward us once nore, though | could

see that they were terrified probably as much by the
noi se of the guns as by their effects. They never
reached us. Half-way the three that renmi ned turned
and fled, and we | et them go.

The | ast we saw of themthey were disappearing into
the tangl ed undergrom h of the forest. And then Perry
turned and threw his arnms about my neck and, burying
his old face upon ny shoul der, wept like a child.

CHAPTER 1 |
TRAVELI NG W TH TERROR

We nade canp there beside the peaceful river. There
Perry told me all that had befallen himsince | had
departed for the outer crust.

It seenmed that Hooja had made it appear that |

had intentionally left Dian behind, and that | did not
purpose ever returning to Pellucidar. He told them
that | was of another world and that | had tired of
this and of its inhabitants.

To Dian he had explained that | had a mate in the
world to which | was returning; that | had never

i ntended taking Dian the Beautiful back with me; and
that she had seen the last of ne.

Shortly afterward D an had di sappeared fromthe
canp, nor had Perry seen or heard aught of her since.

He had no conception of the tinme that had el apsed
since | had departed, but guessed that many years had
dragged their slow way into the past.

Hooj a, too, had di sappeared very soon after Dian

had left. The Sarians, under CGhak the Hairy One, and
the Anpzites under Dacor the Strong One, Dian's
brother, had fallen out over my supposed defection,
for Chak would not believe that | had thus treacher-
ously deceived and deserted them

The result had been that these two powerful tribes

had fallen upon one another with the new weapons

that Perry and | had taught themto nmake and to use.

O her tribes of the new federation took sides with the
original disputants or set up petty revolutions of their
own.

The result was the total denolition of the work we
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had so well started.

Taki ng advantage of the tribal war, the Mahars had
gathered their Sagoths in force and fallen upon one
tribe after another in rapid succession, weaking aw ul
havoc anmong them and reducing them for the nost

part to as pitiable a state of terror as that from which
we had raised them

Al one of all the once-m ghty federation the Sarians
and the Anpzites with a few other tribes continued

to maintain their defiance of the Mahars; but these
tribes were still divided anong thensel ves, nor had it
seened at all probable to Perry when he had | ast been
anong themthat any attenpt at re-anal gamation

woul d be nade.

"And thus, your mmjesty," he concluded, "has faded
back into the oblivion of the Stone Age our wondrous
dreamand with it has gone the First Enpire of Pel-

| ucidar."

We both had to snmile at the use of my royal title,
yet | was indeed still "Enmperor of Pellucidar," and
some day | neant to rebuild what the vile act of the
treacherous Hooja had torn down.

But first | would find ny enpress. To ne she was
worth forty enpires.

"Have you no clue as to the whereabouts of Di an?"
| asked.

"None whatever," replied Perry. "It was in search of
her that | cane to the pretty pass in which you dis-
covered me, and fromwhich, David, you saved ne.

"I knew perfectly well that you had not intentionally
deserted either Dian or Pellucidar. | guessed that in
sonme way Hooja the Sly One was at the bottom of

the matter, and | determned to go to Anmpbz, where

I guessed that Dian might cone to the protection of
her brother, and do ny utnost to convince her, and

t hrough her Dacor the Strong One, that we had al

been victins of a treacherous plot to which you were
no party.

"I came to Anpbz after a nost trying and terrible
journey, only to find that Dian was not anobng her
brother's people and that they knew naught of her
wher eabout s.

"Dacor, | amsure, wanted to be fair and just, but

so great were his grief and anger over the disap-

pearance of his sister that he could not |listen to reason,
but kept repeating time and again that only your return
to Pellucidar could prove the honesty of your intentions.

"Then canme a stranger from another tribe, sent | am
sure at the instigation of Hooja. He so turned the
Anpzites against ne that | was forced to flee their
country to escape assassi nation.
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"In attenpting to return to Sari | becane |ost, and
then the Sagoths di scovered nme. For a long tine |
eluded them hiding in caves and wading in rivers to
throw them off ny trail.

"I lived on nuts and fruits and the edible roots that
chance threw in ny way.

"I traveled on and on, in what directions | could not
even guess; and at last | could elude themno | onger
and the end cane as | had long foreseen that it would
cone, except that | had not foreseen that you woul d
be there to save ne."

We rested in our canp until Perry had regai ned

sufficient strength to travel again. W planned nuch,
rebuilding all our shattered air-castles; but above all we
pl anned nmost to find Dian.

I could not believe that she was dead, yet where

she mght be in this savage world, and under what
frightful conditions she mght be living, | could not
guess.

When Perry was rested we returned to the prospector,
where he fitted himself out fully Iike a civilized human
bei ng- - under - cl ot hi ng, socks, shoes, khaki jacket and
breeches and good, substantial puttees.

VWhen | had cone upon himhe was clothed in rough

sadak sandals, a gee-string and a tunic fashi oned from
the shaggy hide of a thag. Now he wore real clothing
again for the first tine since the ape-folk had stripped
us of our apparel that |ong-gone day that had w tnessed
our advent wi thin Pellucidar.

Wth a bandol eer of cartridges across his shoul der,
two six-shooters at his hips, and a rifle in his hand
he was a much rejuvenated Perry.

I ndeed he was quite a different person altogether
fromthe rather shaky old man who had entered the
prospector with me ten or eleven years before, for the
trial trip that had plunged us into such wondrous ad-
ventures and into such a strange and hitherto un-

dr eaned- of - wor | d.

Now he was straight and active. Hi s muscles, alnost
atrophied fromdisuse in his forner life, had filled out.

He was still an old man of course, but instead of
appearing ten years older than he really was, as he
had when we |l eft the outer world, he now appeared
about ten years younger. The wild, free life of Pel-
| uci dar had worked wonders for him

Well, it must need have done so or killed him for

a man of Perry's former physical condition could not

| ong have survived the dangers and rigors of the prim-
tive life of the inner world.

Perry had been greatly interested in nmy map and
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in the "royal observatory" at G eenwich. By use of the
pedoneters we had retraced our way to the prospector
with ease and accuracy.

Now t hat we were ready to set out again we deci ded
to follow a different route on the chance that it night
lead us into nore famliar territory.

I shall not weary you with a repetition of the count-

| ess adventures of our |ong search. Encounters with

wi |l d beasts of gigantic size were of alnobst daily occur-
rence; but with our deadly express rifles we ran com
paratively little risk when one recalls that previously
we had both traversed this world of frightful dangers

i nadequately arned with crude, primtive weapons and

al | but naked.

We ate and slept many tines--so nany that we

| ost count--and so | do not know how | ong we

roanmed, though our map shows the di stances and direc-
tions quite accurately. W nust have covered a great
many t housand square nmiles of territory, and yet we
had seen nothing in the way of a fanmiliar |andmark,
when fromthe heights of a nountain-range we were
crossing | descried far in the distance great masses of
bil | owi ng cl ouds.

Now cl ouds are practically unknown in the skies of

Pel I uci dar. The nmoment that ny eyes rested upon

them ny heart |eaped. | seized Perry's armand, point-
ing toward the horizonl ess distance, shouted:

"The Mount ai ns of the d ouds!™

"They lie close to Phutra, and the country of our
wor st enem es, the Mahars," Perry renonstrated.

"I knowit," | replied, "but they give us a starting-point
fromwhich to prosecute our search intelligently. They
are at least a famliar |andmark

"They tell us that we are upon the right trail and not
wandering far in the wong direction

"Furthernore, close to the Muntains of the C ouds

dwel ls a good friend, Ja the Mezop. You did not know
him but you know all that he did for me and all that he
will gladly do to aid ne.

"At l|east he can direct us upon the right direction
toward Sari."

"The Mountains of the Couds constitute a mighty

range," replied Perry. "They nust cover an enornous
territory. How are you to find your friend in all the great
country that is visible fromtheir rugged flanks?"

"Basily," | answered him "for Ja gave ne minute di-
rections. | recall alnbst his exact words:

"'*You need nerely come to the foot of the highest
peak of the Muntains of the Couds. There you will find
ariver that flows into the Lural Az.
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"*Directly opposite the mouth of the river you will see
three large islands far out--so far that they are barely
discernible. The one to the extrenme |left as you face them
fromthe nouth of the river is Anoroc, where | rule the

tri be of Anoroc.'"

And so we hastened onward toward the great cloud-

mass that was to be our guide for several weary marches
At last we cane close to the towering crags, Alp-like in
their grandeur.

Ri sing nobly anpong its noble fell ows, one stupendous
peak reared its giant head thousands of feet above the
others. It was he whom we sought; but at its foot no
river wound down toward any sea

"It nmust rise fromthe opposite side," suggested Perry,
casting a rueful glance at the forbidding heights that
barred our further progress. "W cannot endure the

arctic cold of those high flung passes, and to traverse the
endl ess mles about this interm nable range m ght re-

quire a year or nore. The |land we seek nust l|ie upon

the opposite side of the mountains."

"Then we nust cross them" | insisted.
Perry shrugged.

"W can't do it, David," he repeated, "W are dressed
for the tropics. W should freeze to death anobng the
snows and gl aciers | ong before we had di scovered a pass
to the opposite side.”

"W nust cross them™" | reiterated. "W wll cross
them "

I had a plan, and that plan we carried out. It took
sone tine.

First we nmade a permanent canp part way up the

sl opes where there was good water. Then we set out in
search of the great, shaggy cave bear of the higher

al titudes.

He is a mighty aninal--a terrible animal. He is but

little larger than his cousin of the lesser, lower hills; but
he makes up for it in the awmful ness of his ferocity and

in the length and thickness of his shaggy coat. It was his
coat that we were after.

We cane upon himquite unexpectedly. | was trudg-

ing in advance along a rocky trail worn snmooth by the
padded feet of countless ages of wild beasts. At a shoul -
der of the nountain around which the path ran | cane
face to face with the Titan.

I was going up for a fur coat. He was com ng down
for breakfast. FEach realized that here was the very thing
he sought.

Wth a horrid roar the beast charged ne.

file:/l/F|/rah/Edgar%20Rice%20Burroughs/Burroughs,%20Edgar%20Rice%20-%20Pellucidar.txt (19 of 124) [1/21/03 10:34:43 PM]



file:///F|/rah/Edgar%20Ri ce%20Burroughs/Burroughs,%20Edgar%20Ri ce%20-%20Pel lucidar.txt

At ny right the cliff rose straight upward for thou-
sands of feet.

At ny left it dropped into a dim abysmal canon
In front of me was the bear
Behi nd me was Perry.

I shouted to himin warning, and then | raised ny
rifle and fired into the broad breast of the creature.
There was no time to take aim the thing was too cl ose
upon nme.

But that nmy bullet took effect was evident fromthe
how of rage and pain that broke fromthe frothing
jows. 1t didn't stop him though

| fired again, and then he was upon ne. Down | went
beneath his ton of nmaddened, claw ng flesh and bone
and si new.

I thought ny tinme had come. | renmenber feeling
sorry for poor old Perry, left all alone in this inhos-
pi tabl e, savage worl d.

And then of a sudden | realized that the bear was
gone and that | was quite unharned. | leaped to ny
feet, ny rifle still clutched in ny hand, and | ooked
about for my antagoni st.

I thought that | should find himfarther down the trail

probably finishing Perry, and so | |leaped in the direction
| supposed himto be, to find Perry perched upon a pro-
jecting rock several feet above the trail. M cry of warn-

ing had given himtime to reach this point of safety.

There he squatted, his eyes wide and his nmouth ajar,
the picture of abject terror and consternation

"Where is he?" he cried when he saw ne. "Were is
he?"

"Didn't he conme this way?" | asked,

"Nothing canme this way," replied the old man. "But
heard his roars--he nmust have been as large as an

el ephant . "

"He was," | admtted; "but where in the world do you

suppose he di sappeared to?"

Then came a possible explanation to nmy mind. | re-
turned to the point at which the bear had hurled ne
down and peered over the edge of the cliff into the
abyss bel ow.

Far, far dowmn | saw a snmall brown bl otch near the
bottom of the canon. It was the bear.

My second shot nust have killed him and so his
dead body, after hurling ne to the path, had toppl ed
over into the abyss. | shivered at the thought of how
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close I, too, nust have been to going over with him

It took us a long tine to reach the carcass, and arduous

| abor to renove the great pelt. But at last the thing was
acconpl i shed, and we returned to canp draggi ng the

heavy trophy behind us.

Here we devot ed another considerable period to
scraping and curing it. Wen this was done to our
sati sfaction we made heavy boots, trousers, and coats
of the shaggy skin, turning the fur in.

Fromthe scraps we fashioned caps that canme down

around our ears, with flaps that fell about our shoul ders
and breasts. W were now fairly well equipped for our
search for a pass to the opposite side of the Muntains
of the C ouds.

Qur first step now was to nmove our canp upward to

the very edge of the perpetual snows which cap this
lofty range. Here we built a snug, secure little hut,
whi ch we provisioned and stored with fuel for its di-
m nutive fireplace.

Wth our hut as a base we sallied forth in search of a
pass across the range.

Qur every nove was carefully noted upon our naps

whi ch we now kept in duplicate. By this neans we were
saved tedious and unnecessary retraci ng of ways already
expl or ed.

Systematically we worked upward in both directions
fromour base, and when we had at |ast discovered what
seenmed m ght prove a feasible pass we noved our be-

I ongi ngs to a new hut farther up.

It was hard work--cold, bitter, cruel work. Not a step
did we take in advance but the grimreaper strode
silently in our tracks.

There were the great cave bears in the tinber, and

gaunt, | ean wol ves--huge creatures twice the size of

our Canadi an tinber-wolves. Farther up we were as-

sail ed by enornous white bears--hungry, devilish

fell ows, who canme roaring across the rough gl acier tops

at the first glinpse of us, or stalked us stealthily by scent
when they had not yet seen us.

It is one of the peculiarities of life within Pellucidar
that man is nore often the hunted than the hunter.

Myriad are the huge-bellied carnivora of this primtive
world. Never, frombirth to death, are those great bellies
sufficiently filled, so always are their mghty owners
prow i ng about in search of neat.

Terribly arnmed for battle as they are, nman presents

to themin his primal state an easy prey, slow of foot,
puny of strength, ill-equipped by nature with natura
weapons of defense.

The bears | ooked upon us as easy neat. Only our
heavy rifles saved us frompronpt extinction. Poor Perry
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never was a raging lion at heart, and | am convi nced
that the terrors of that awful period nust have caused
hi m poi gnant nental angui sh

When we were abroad pushing our trail farther and
farther toward the distant break whi ch, we assuned,

mar ked a feasible way across the range, we never knew
at what second sone great engine of clawed and fanged
destruction night rush upon us frombehind, or lie in
wait for us beyond an ice-humobck or a jutting shoul der
of the craggy steeps.

The roar of our rifles was constantly shattering the
wor | d-ol d sil ence of stupendous canons upon which the

eye of man had never before gazed. And when in the
comparative safety of our hut we lay down to sleep the
great beasts roared and fought w thout the walls, clawed
and battered at the door, or rushed their col ossal franes
headl ong against the hut's sides until it rocked and
trenbled to the inpact.

Yes, it was a gay life.

Perry had got to taking stock of our amunition each
time we returned to the hut. |t becane something of an
obsession with him

He' d count our cartridges one by one and then try to

figure howlong it would be before the | ast was ex-

pended and we rmust either remain in the hut until we
starved to death or venture forth, empty, to fill the belly
of some hungry bear.

I nmust admit that |, too, felt worried, for our progress
was i ndeed snail-like, and our amunition could not
| ast forever. In discussing the problem finally we cane

to the decision to burn our bridges behind us and nake
one |l ast suprene effort to cross the divide.

It woul d nmean that we nmust go without sleep for a

I ong period, and with the further chance that when the
time canme that sleep could no | onger be denied we

m ght still be high in the frozen regions of perpetua
snow and ice, where sleep would nean certain death,
exposed as we would be to the attacks of wld beasts
and wi thout shelter fromthe hideous cold.

But we decided that we nust take these chances and

so at last we set forth fromour hut for the last tineg,
carrying such necessities as we felt we could | east afford
to do without. The bears seened unusual ly troubl esone

and determ ned that tine, and as we cl anbered slowy
upward beyond the hi ghest point to which we had

previously attained, the cold became infinitely nore

i ntense.

Presently, with two great bears doggi ng our footsteps
we entered a dense fog,

We had reached the heights that are so often cloud-
wrapped for long periods. W could see nothing a few
paces beyond our noses.

file:/l/F|/rah/Edgar%20Rice%20Burroughs/Burroughs,%20Edgar%20Rice%20-%20Pellucidar.txt (22 of 124) [1/21/03 10:34:43 PM]



file:///F|/rah/Edgar%20Ri ce%20Burroughs/Burroughs,%20Edgar%20Ri ce%20-%20Pel lucidar.txt

W dared not turn back into the teeth of the bears

whi ch we coul d hear grunting behind us. To nmeet them
in this bew ldering fog woul d have been to court instant
deat h.

Perry was al nost overcone by the hopel essness of
our situation. He flopped down on his knees and began
to pray.

It was the first time | had heard himat his old habit
since ny return to Pellucidar, and | had thought that
he had given up his little idiosyncrasy; but he hadn't.
Far fromit.

I let himpray for a short tinme undisturbed, and then
as | was about to suggest that we had better be pushing
al ong one of the bears in our rear let out a roar that
made the earth fairly trenble beneath our feet.

It brought Perry to his feet as if he had been stung by
a wasp, and sent himraci ng ahead through the blind-
ing fog at a gait that | knew nust soon end in disaster
were it not checked.

Crevasses in the glacier-ice were far too frequent to
permit of reckless speed even in a clear atnosphere,
and then there were hideous precipices along the
edges of which our way often led us. | shivered as

t hought of the poor old fellow s peril

At the top of my lungs | called to himto stop, but he
did not answer me. And then |I hurried on in the di-
rection he had gone, faster by far than safety dictated.

For a while | thought | heard himahead of ne, but

at last, though | paused often to listen and to call to
him | heard nothing nore, not even the grunting of

the bears that had been behind us. Al was deathly
silence--the silence of the tonbh. About nme lay the thick,
i mpenetrabl e fog.

I was al one. Perry was gone--gone forever, | had not
the slightest doubt.

Sonewhere near by lay the mouth of a treacherous

fissure, and far down at its icy bottomlay all that was
mortal of nmy old friend, Abner Perry. There would his
body he preserved in its icy sepul cher for countless ages,
until on some far distant day the slow noving river of

ice had wound its snail-like way down to the warmer

l evel, there to disgorge its grisly evidence of grim
tragedy, and what in that far future age, m ght nean

baf fling nmystery.

CHAPTER 1 | |
SHOOTI NG THE CHUTES- - AND AFTER

Through the fog | felt my way al ong by neans of ny
conpass. | no longer heard the bears, nor did | encoun-
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ter one within the fog.

Experi ence has since taught nme that these great

beasts are as terror-stricken by this phenonenon as a

| andsman by a fog at sea, and that no sooner does a fog
envel op themthan they make the best of their way to

| ower levels and a clear atnmosphere. It was well for ne
that this was true.

I felt very sad and lonely as | craw ed along the diffi-
cult footing. M own predi canent wei ghed | ess heavily
upon me than the loss of Perry, for | loved the old
fellow

That | should ever win the opposite slopes of the
range | began to doubt, for though | amnaturally
sangui ne, | inmagine that the bereavenent which had
befall en nme had cast such a gl oomover ny spirits that |
could see no slightest ray of hope for the future.

Then, too, the blighting, gray oblivion of the cold,

damp cl ouds through which | wandered was di stress-

ing. Hope thrives best in sunlight, and | amsure that it
does not thrive at all in a fog.

But the instinct of self-preservation is stronger than

hope. It thrives, fortunately, upon nothing. It takes root
upon the brink of the grave, and bl ossons in the jaws of
death. Now it flourished bravely upon the breast of dead
hope, and urged me onward and upward in a stern

endeavor to justify its existence.

As | advanced the fog becane denser. | could see
not hi ng beyond ny nose. Even the snow and ice | trod
were invisible.

I could not see bel ow the breast of ny bearskin coat.
| seened to be floating in a sea of vapor.

To go forward over a dangerous gl aci er under such
conditions was little short of madness; but | could not
have stopped going had I known positively that death

lay two paces before my nose. 1In the first place, it was
too cold to stop, and in the second, | should have gone
mad but for the excitenent of the perils that beset each
forward step.

For sonme time the ground had been rougher and

steeper, until | had been forced to scale a considerable
hei ght that had carried ne fromthe glacier entirely.
was sure frommy conpass that | was follow ng the right
general direction, and so | kept on

Once nore the ground was level. Fromthe w nd that
bl ew about me | guessed that | nust be upon sone ex-
posed peak of ridge.

And then quite suddenly | stepped out into space.
Wldly | turned and clutched at the ground that had
slipped frombeneath ny feet.

Only a snmooth, icy surface was there. | found not hing
to clutch or stay ny fall, and a nonent |ater so great
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was ny speed that nothing could have stayed ne.

As suddenly as | had pitched into space, with equa
suddenness did | energe fromthe fog, out of which

shot like a projectile froma cannon into clear daylight.
My speed was so great that | could see nothing about

me but a blurred and indistinct sheet of snmooth and
frozen snow, that rushed past me with express-train

vel ocity.

| nmust have slid downward thousands of feet before

the steep incline curved gently on to a broad, snooth,
snow covered plateau. Across this | hurtled with slowy
dim nishing velocity, until at |ast objects about me began
to take definite shape.

Far ahead, mles and nmles away, | saw a great valley
and m ghty woods, and beyond these a broad expanse

of water. In the nearer foreground | discerned a small,
dark bl ob of col or upon the shinmering whiteness of the
snow.

"A bear," thought |, and thanked the instinct that had

inpelled ne to cling tenaciously to ny rifle during the
monents of nmy awful tunble.

At the rate | was going it would be but a nonent
before | should be quite abreast the thing; nor was it
|l ong before I came to a sudden stop in soft snow, upon
whi ch the sun was shining, not twenty paces fromthe
obj ect of my nost i mmedi ate apprehension

It was standing upon its hind legs waiting for ne. As
| scranbled to ny feet to neet it, | dropped ny gun
in the snow and doubl ed up with |aughter

It was Perry.

The expression upon his face, conbined with the relief
I felt at seeing himagain safe and sound, was too ruch
for my overw ought nerves.

"David!" be cried. "David, my boy! God has been
good to an old man. He has answered ny prayer."

It seens that Perry in his mad flight had plunged over
the brink at about the sanme point as that at which | had
stepped over it a short tinme later. Chance had done for
us what |ong periods of rational |abor had failed to
acconpl i sh.

We had crossed the divide. W were upon the side of
the Mountains of the Couds that we had for so |ong
been attenpting to reach.

We | ooked about. Below us were green trees and

warmjungles. In the distance was a great sea.
"The Lural Az," | said, pointing toward its blue-green
surface.

Sonehow- -t he gods al one can explain it--Perry, too,
had clung to his rifle during his nad descent of the icy
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sl ope. For that there was cause for great rejoicing.

Nei t her of us was worse for his experience, so after
shaki ng the snow fromour clothing, we set off at a great
rate down toward the warnth and confort of the forest

and the jungle.

The goi ng was easy by conparison with the awful

obstacl es we had had to encounter upon the opposite

side of the divide. There were beasts, of course, but we
canme through safely.

Before we halted to eat or rest, we stood beside a
little nountain brook beneath the wondrous trees of the
prinmeval forest in an atnosphere of warnth and com
fort. It renminded ne of an early June day in the Mine
Wbods.

We fell to work with our short axes and cut enough
small trees to build a rude protection fromthe fiercer
beasts. Then we lay down to sleep

How | ong we slept | do not know. Perry says that

i nasmuch as there is no neans of neasuring tinme within
Pel | uci dar, there can be no such thing as tine here, and
that we may have slept an outer earthly year, or we

may have sl ept but a second.

But this I know. W had stuck the ends of sone of the
saplings into the ground in the building of our shelter,
first stripping the | eaves and branches fromthem and
when we awoke we found that many of them had thrust
forth sprouts.

Personally, | think that we slept at |east a nonth; but
who may say? The sun narked m dday when we cl osed

our eyes; it was still in the sane position when we
opened them nor had it varied a hair's breadth in the
interim

It is nost baffling, this question of elapsed time within
Pel | uci dar.

Anyhow, | was fam shed when we awoke. | think that

it was the pangs of hunger that awoke ne. Ptarnmigan
and wild boar fell before ny revolver within a dozen
monents of nmy awakening. Perry soon had a roaring fire
bl azing by the brink of the little stream

It was a good and delicious nmeal we made. Though
we did not eat the entire boar, we made a very | arge
hole in him while the ptarm gan was but a nout hf ul

Havi ng satisfied our hunger, we determned to set forth
at once in search of Anoroc and ny old friend, Ja the
Mezop. We each thought that by following the little
stream downward, we shoul d conme upon the large river
which Ja had told ne enptied into the Lural Az op-
posite his island.

We did so; nor were we disappointed, for at last after
a pl easant journey--and what journey would not be
pl easant after the hardshi ps we had endured anong the
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peaks of the Mountains of the C ouds--we cane upon a
broad flood that rushed majestically onward in the di-
rection of the great sea we had seen fromthe snowy

sl opes of the nountai ns.

For three long marches we foll owed the | eft bank of

the growing river, until at last we sawit roll its mighty
volunme into the vast waters of the sea. Far out across the
rippling ocean we described three islands. The one to

the left must be Anoroc.

At | ast we had come close to a solution of our problem
--the road to Sari.

But how to reach the islands was now t he forenpst
question in our mnds. W nust build a canoe.

Perry is a nost resourceful man. He has an axi om
whi ch carries the thought-kernel that what man has
done, man can do, and it doesn't cut any figure with
Perry whether a fell ow knows how to do it or not.

He set out to make gunpowder once, shortly after our
escape from Phutra and at the begi nning of the con-
federation of the wild tribes of Pellucidar. He said that
some one, w thout any know edge of the fact that such a
thing nmight be concocted, had once stumbled upon it by
accident, and so he couldn't see why a fell ow who knew

al |l about powder except how to make it couldn't do as
wel | .

He worked m ghty hard mixing all sorts of things

together, until finally he evol ved a substance that | ooked
|i ke powder. He had been very proud of the stuff, and

had gone about the village of the Sarians exhibiting it to
every one who would listen to him and expl ai ni ng what

its purpose was and what terrific havoc it would work,
until finally the natives becane so terrified at the stuff
that they wouldn't cone within a rod of Perry and his

i nventi on.

Finally, | suggested that we experiment with it and

see what it would do, so Perry built a fire, after placing
the powder at a safe distance, and then touched a gl ow
ing enber to a mnute particle of the deadly expl osive.

It extinguished the emnber.

Repeat ed experinments with it determined me that in
searching for a high explosive, Perry had stunbled upon
a fire-extinguisher that woul d have made his fortune
for himback in our own world.

So now he set hinmself to work to build a scientific
canoe. | had suggested that we construct a dugout, but
Perry convinced me that we nust build sonething

nmore in keeping with our positions of supernen in this
worl d of the Stone Age.

"We nust inpress these natives with our superiority,"”
he expl ained. "You nust not forget, David, that you are
enperor of Pellucidar. As such you may not with dignity
approach the shores of a foreign power in so crude a
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vessel as a dugout."

| pointed out to Perry that it wasn't nmuch nore in-
congruous for the enperor to cruise in a canoe, than it
was for the prime mnister to attenpt to build one with
hi s own hands.

He had to smile at that; but in extenuation of his act

he assured nme that it was quite customary for prine
mnisters to give their personal attention to the building
of inperial navies; "and this," he said, "is the inperial
navy of his Serene Hi ghness, David |, Enperor of the
Feder at ed Ki ngdons of Pellucidar."

I grinned; but Perry was quite serious about it. It had
al ways seened rather nore or less of a joke to ne that |
shoul d be addressed as nmmjesty and all the rest of it.
Yet ny inperial power and dignity had been a very rea
thing during ny brief reign.

Twenty tribes had joined the federation, and their

chiefs had sworn eternal fealty to one another and to ne.
Among t hem were nmany powerful though savage na-

tions. Their chiefs we had nmade kings; their tribal |ands
ki ngdorms.

W had arned themw th bows and arrows and

swords, in addition to their own nore primtive weapons.
I had trained themin mlitary discipline and in so nuch
of the art of war as | had gl eaned from extensive read-
ing of the canpai gns of Napol eon, Von Ml tke, G ant,

and the ancients.

We had nmarked out as best we could natural bounda-
ries dividing the various kingdons. W had warned
tri bes beyond these boundaries that they nust not

trespass, and we had nmarched agai nst and severely

puni shed those who had.

W had net and defeated the Mahars and the

Sagoths. In short, we had dempnstrated our rights to
enpire, and very rapidly were we being recogni zed and
her al ded abroad when ny departure for the outer world
and Hooja's treachery had set us back

But now | had returned. The work that fate had
undone nust be done again, and though I rnust need

smle at ny inperial honors, | none the less felt the
wei ght of duty and obligation that rested upon ny
shoul ders

Slowy the inperial navy progressed toward com

pletion. She was a wondrous craft, but | had nmy doubts
about her. Wen | voiced themto Perry, he reninded

me gently that ny people for many generations had

been ni ne-owners, not ship-builders, and consequently |
couldn't be expected to know rmuch about the matter.

I was minded to inquire into his hereditary fitness to
design battl eships; but inasmuch as | already knew that
his father had been a minister in a back-woods village far
fromthe coast, | hesitated lest | offend the dear old
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fell ow

He was i mmensely serious about his work, and | nust
admt that in so far as appearances went he did ex-
trenely well with the meager tools and assistance at his
command. W had only two short axes and our hunti ng-
knives; yet with these we hewed trees, split theminto
pl anks, surfaced and fitted them

The "navy" was sone forty feet in length by ten feet
beam Her sides were quite straight and fully ten feet
hi gh--"for the purpose," explained Perry, "of adding
dignity to her appearance and rendering it |ess easy for
an eneny to board her."

As a matter of fact, | knew that he had had in mnind
the safety of her crew under javelin-fire--the lofty sides
made an adnirable shelter. Inside she rem nded nme of

not hi ng so nuch as a floating trench. There was al so
sone slight anal ogy to a huge coffin.

Her prow sl oped sharply backward fromthe water-
line--quite like a line of battleship. Perry had designed
her nmore for noral effect upon an eneny, | think, than

for any real harm she mght inflict, and so those parts
whi ch were to show were the nost inposing

Bel ow the water-line she was practically non-existent.
She shoul d have had considerable draft; but, as the
eneny couldn't have seen it, Perry decided to do away
with it, and so made her flat-bottomed. It was this that
caused ny doubts about her

There was another little idiosyncrasy of design that
escaped us both until she was about ready to |aunch--
there was no nethod of propulsion. Her sides were far
too high to permt the use of sweeps, and when Perry
suggested that we pole her, | renonstrated on the
grounds that it would be a nmost undignified and awk-
ward manner of sweeping down upon the foe, even if

we could find or wield poles that would reach to the
bottom of the ocean

Finally | suggested that we convert her into a sailing
vessel . Wen once the idea took hold Perry was nost
ent husi astic about it, and nothing would do but a four-
masted, full-rigged ship.

Again | tried to dissuade him but he was sinply

crazy over the psychol ogical effect which the appearance
of this strange and m ghty craft woul d have upon the
natives of Pellucidar. So we rigged her with thin hides
for sails and dried gut for rope.

Nei t her of us knew nmuch about sailing a full-rigged
ship; but that didn't worry me a great deal, for | was
confident that we should never be called upon to do so,
and as the day of |aunching approached | was positive of
it.

We had built her upon a | ow bank of the river close
to where it enptied into the sea, and just above high
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tide. Her keel we had laid upon several rollers cut from
smal | trees, the ends of the rollers in turn resting upon
paral l el tracks of long saplings. Her stern was toward the
wat er .

A few hours before we were ready to | aunch her she

made quite an inposing picture, for Perry had insisted
upon setting every shred of "canvas." | told himthat |
didn't know nuch about it, but | was sure that at |aunch-
ing the hull only should have been conpl eted, every-
thing el se being conpleted after she had floated safely.

At the last minute there was sone delay while we

sought a nane for her. | wanted her christened the
Perry in honor both of her designer and that other great
naval genius of another world, Captain Qiver Hazard
Perry, of the United States Navy. But Perry was too
nmodest; he wouldn't hear of it.

We finally decided to establish a systemin the nam ng

of the fleet. Battle-ships of the first-class should bear the
names of ki ngdons of the federation; arnored cruisers

the names of Kkings; cruisers the nanes of cities, and so

on down the line. Therefore, we decided to nane the

first battle-ship Sari, after the first of the federated

ki ngdons.

The | aunching of the Sari proved easier than | con-

tenpl ated. Perry wanted me to get in and break sone-
thing over the bow as she floated out upon the bosom of
the river, but I told himthat | should feel safer on dry
land until | saw which side up the Sari would float.

I could see by the expression of the old man's face

that ny words had hurt him but | noticed that he didn't
offer to get in hinself, and so | felt less contrition than
I m ght otherw se.

When we cut the ropes and renoved the bl ocks that

held the Sari in place she started for the water with a
lunge. Before she hit it she was going at a reckless
speed, for we had laid our tracks quite down to the
water, greased them and at intervals placed rollers al
ready to receive the ship as she noved forward with
stately dignity. But there was no dignity in the Sari.

When she touched the surface of the river she nust

have been going twenty or thirty mles an hour. Her
momentum carried her well out into the stream unti

she cane to a sudden halt at the end of the long Iine
whi ch we had had the foresight to attach to her bow and
fasten to a large tree upon the bank.

The nonent her progress was checked she pronptly
capsi zed. Perry was overwhelnmed. | didn't upbraid him
nor remind himthat | had "told himso."

His grief was so genuine and so apparent that | didn't
have the heart to reproach him even were | inclined to
that particular sort of neanness.

"Conme, conme, old man!" | cried. "lIt's not as bad as it
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| ooks. Gve nme a hand with this rope, and we'll drag her
up as far as we can; and then when the tide goes out
we'll try another scheme. | think we can make a go of
her yet."

Vel l, we managed to get her up into shall ow water.

When the tide receded she lay there on her side in the
mud, quite a pitiable object for the premer battle-ship
of a world--"the terror of the seas" was the way Perry
had occasional |y described her.

W had to work fast; but before the tide canme in

again we had stripped her of her sails and nasts, righted
her, and filled her about a quarter full of rock ballast. |If
she didn't stick too fast in the mud | was sure that she
would float this tine right side up

I can tell you that it was with palpitating hearts that
we sat upon the river-bank and watched that tide cone
slowy in. The tides of Pellucidar don't amount to much
by comparison with our higher tides of the outer world,
but I knew that it ought to prove anple to float the Sari.

Nor was | mstaken. Finally we had the satisfaction

of seeing the vessel rise out of the nmud and float slowy
upstreamwith the tide. As the water rose we pulled her
in quite close to the bank and cl ambered aboard.

She rested safely now upon an even keel; nor did she

| eak, for she was well calked with fiber and tarry pitch
We rigged up a single short mast and |ight sail, fastened
pl anki ng down over the ballast to forma deck, worked

her out into mdstreamw th a couple of sweeps, and
dropped our primtive stone anchor to await the turn

of the tide that woul d bear us out to sea

Wiile we waited we devoted the tine to the con-
struction of an upper deck, since the one imrediately
above the ballast was sone seven feet fromthe gunwal e.
The second deck was four feet above this. In it was a

| arge, commodi ous hatch, leading to the | ower deck. The
sides of the ship rose three feet above the upper deck,
form ng an excellent breastwork, which we | oophol ed at
intervals that we nmight lie prone and fire upon an

eneny.

Though we were sailing out upon a peaceful mssion
in search of my friend Ja, we knew that we m ght neet
wi th peopl e of some other island who woul d prove
unfriendly.

At last the tide turned. W weighed anchor. Slowy
we drifted down the great river toward the sea

About us swarned the mghty denizens of the prim

eval deep--plesiosauri and ichthyosauria with all their
horrid, slinmy cousins whose nanes were as the nanes of

aunts and uncles to Perry, but which | have never been
able to recall an hour after having heard them

At |ast we were safely |launched upon the journey to
whi ch we had | ooked forward for so long, and the results
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of which neant so nuch to ne.

CHAPTER |V
FRI ENDSHI P AND TREACHERY

The Sari proved a nost erratic craft. She m ght have
done wel |l enough upon a park |agoon if safely anchored,
but upon the bosom of a mighty ocean she |eft nuch

to be desired.

Sailing with the wind she did her best; but in quarter-
i ng or when cl ose-haul ed she drifted terribly, as a
nautical man m ght have guessed she would. W

couldn't keep within mles of our course, and our
progress was pitifully slow

I nstead of making for the island of Anoroc, we bore far
to the right, until it became evident that we should have
to pass between the two right-hand islands and attenpt

to return toward Anoroc fromthe opposite side.

As we neared the islands Perry was quite overcone

by their beauty. Wen we were directly between two

of themhe fairly went into raptures; nor could | blane
hi m

The tropical luxuriance of the foliage that dripped

al nost to the water's edge and the vivid colors of the
bl oons that shot the green made a npbst gorgeous
spect acl e.

Perry was right in the mdst of a flowery panegyric on
the wonders of the peaceful beauty of the scene when a
canoe shot out fromthe nearest island. There were a
dozen warriors in it; it was quickly foll owed by a second
and third.

O course we couldn't know the intentions of the
strangers, but we could pretty well guess them

Perry wanted to nman the sweeps and try to get away
fromthem but | soon convinced himthat any speed of
whi ch the Sari was capable would be far too slow to
outdi stance the swift, though awkward, dugouts of the
Mezops.

I waited until they were quite close enough to hear

me, and then | hailed them | told themthat we were
friends of the Mezops, and that we were upon a visit to
Ja of Anoroc, to which they replied that they were at
war with Ja, and that if we would wait a mnute they'd
board us and throw our corpses to the azdyryths.

I warned themthat they would get the worst of it if
they didn't | eave us alone, but they only shouted in
derision and paddled swiftly toward us. It was evident
that they were considerably inpressed by the appear-
ance and di mensions of our craft, but as these fellows
know no fear they were not at all awed.
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Seeing that they were determined to give battle,

| eaned over the rail of the Sari and brought the im

perial battle-squadron of the Enperor of Pellucidar into
action for the first time in the history of a world. In other
and sinpler words, | fired ny revol ver at the nearest

canoe.

The effect was magical. A warrior rose fromhis knees,
threw his paddle aloft, stiffened into rigidity for an
instant, and then toppl ed overboard.

The others ceased paddling, and, with w de eyes,

| ooked first at nme and then at the battling sea-things
whi ch fought for the corpse of their conrade. To themit
must have seenmed a mracle that | should be able to
stand at thrice the range of the npbst powerful javelin-
thrower and with a | oud noi se and a snudge of snpke

slay one of their nunber with an invisible mssile.

But only for an instant were they paralyzed with
wonder. Then, with savage shouts, they fell once nore
to their paddl es and forged rapidly toward us.

Again and again | fired. At each shot a warrior sank
to the bottom of the canoe or tunbl ed overboard.

When the prow of the first craft touched the side of
the Sari it contained only dead and dying nen. The

ot her two dugouts were approaching rapidly, so | turned
my attention toward them

I think that they nust have been commencing to have

sone doubts--those wild, naked, red warriors--for when
the first man fell in the second boat, the others stopped
paddl i ng and conmenced to jabber anpbng thensel ves.

The third boat pulled up alongside the second and its

crews joined in the conference. Taking advantage of the
lul'l in the battle, | called out to the survivors to return
to their shore

"I have no fight with you," | cried, and then | told
themwho | was and added that if they would live in
peace they nust sooner or later join forces with ne.

"Go back now to your people,"” | counseled them "and
tell themthat you have seen David |, Enperor of the
Feder at ed Ki ngdons of Pellucidar, and that single-
handed he has overcone you, just as be intends over-
com ng the Mahars and the Sagot hs and any ot her
peopl es of Pellucidar who threaten the peace and wel -
fare of his enpire."

Slowmy they turned the noses of their canoes toward
land. It was evident that they were inpressed; yet
that they were loath to give up w thout further con-
testing ny claimto naval supremacy was al so apparent,
for some of their nunber seenmed to be exhorting the
others to a renewal of the conflict.

However, at last they drew slowy away, and the Sari,
whi ch had not decreased her snail-like speed during this,
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her first engagenent, continued upon her slow, uneven
way.

Presently Perry stuck his head up through the hatch
and hail ed ne.

"Have the scoundrels departed?" he asked. "Have you
killed themall?"

"Those whom | failed to kill have departed, Perry,"
replied.

He cane out on deck and, peering over the side,

descried the lone canoe floating a short distance astern
with its grimand grisly freight. Farther his eyes wan-
dered to the retreating boats.

"David," said he at last, "this is a notable occasion. It
is a great day in the annals of Pellucidar. W have won
a glorious victory.

"Your majesty's navy has routed a fleet of the eneny
thrice its own size, manned by ten tines as many nen.
Let us give thanks."

I could scarce restrain a smile at Perry's use of the
pronoun "we," yet | was glad to share the rejoicing with
himas | shall always be glad to share everything with
the dear old fellow

Perry is the only nmale coward | have ever known

whom | could respect and | ove. He was not created for
fighting; but | think that if the occasion should ever arise
where it becane necessary he would give his |life cheer-
fully for me--yes, | KNOWit.

It took us a long tinme to work around the islands and
draw in close to Anoroc. |In the leisure afforded we took
turns working on our map, and by neans of the conpass

and a little guesswork we set down the shoreline we had
left and the three islands with fair accuracy.

Crossed sabers marked the spot where the first great
naval engagenent of a world had taken place. In a note-
book we jotted down, as had been our custom details
that would be of historical value later.

Qpposite Anoroc we cane to anchor quite close to

shore. | knew frommy previous experience with the
tortuous trails of the island that | could never find ny
way inland to the hidden tree-village of the Mezop
chieftain, Ja; so we renmi ned aboard the Sari, firing our
express rifles at intervals to attract the attention of the
natives.

After sone ten shots had been fired at considerable
intervals a body of copper-colored warriors appeared
upon the shore. They watched us for a nonent and then
I hailed them asking the whereabouts of ny old friend
Ja.

They did not reply at once, but stood with their heads
together in serious and ani mated di scussion. Continually
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they turned their eyes toward our strange craft. It was
evident that they were greatly puzzled by our appear-

ance as well as unable to explain the source of the |oud

noi ses that had attracted their attention to us. At |ast one
of the warriors addressed us.

"Who are you who seek Ja?" he asked. "What woul d
you of our chief?"

"We are friends," | replied. "I amDavid. Tell Ja that
Davi d, whose |ife be once saved froma sithic, has cone
again to visit him

"I'f you will send out a canoe we will conme ashore. W
cannot bring our great warship closer in."

Again they talked for a considerable tine. Then two
of thementered a canoe that several dragged fromits
hi di ng-place in the jungl e and paddl ed swiftly toward us.

They were nmagni ficent specinens of nanhood. Perry

had never seen a menber of this red race close to be-
fore. In fact, the dead nen in the canoe we had | eft
astern after the battle and the survivors who were
paddling rapidly toward their shore were the first he
ever had seen. He had been greatly inpressed by their
physi cal beauty and the promi se of superior intelligence
which their well-shaped skulls gave.

The two who now paddl ed out received us into their

canoe with dignified courtesy. To ny inquiries relative
to Ja they explained that he had not been in the village
when our signals were heard, but that runners had been
sent out after himand that doubtl ess he was al ready
upon his way to the coast.

One of the nen renenbered ne fromthe occasion of

my former visit to the island; he was extrenely agree-
abl e the nonent that he canme cl ose enough to recognize
me. He said that Ja would be delighted to wel cone ne,
and that all the tribe of Anoroc knew of nme by repute,
and had received explicit instructions fromtheir chief-
tain that if any of them should ever cone upon ne to
show nme every kindness and attention

Upon shore we were received with equal honor. Wile
we stood conversing with our bronze friends a tal
warrior | eaped suddenly fromthe jungle.

It was Ja. As his eyes fell upon ne his face |ighted
with pleasure. He cane quickly forward to greet ne
after the manner of his tribe.

Toward Perry he was equally hospitable. The old

man fell in love with the savage giant as conpletely as
had I. Ja conducted us along the maze-like trail to his
strange vill age, where he gave over one of the tree-
houses for our exclusive use.

Perry was nmuch interested in the uni que habitation,
whi ch resenbl ed nothing so nuch as a huge wasp's nest
built around the bole of a tree well above the ground.
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After we had eaten and rested Ja cane to see us with

a nunber of his head men. They listened attentively to
my story, which included a narrative of the events | ead-
ing to the formati on of the federated kingdons, the
battle with the Mahars, ny journey to the outer world,
and ny return to Pellucidar and search for Sari and ny
nat e.

Ja told nme that the Mezops had heard sonething of

the federation and had been nuch interested init. He
had even gone so far as to send a party of warriors
toward Sari to investigate the reports, and to arrange
for the entrance of Anoroc into the enpire in case it ap-
peared that there was any truth in the runors that one

of the aims of the federation was the overthrow of the
Mahar s.

The del egation had net with a party of Sagoths. As

there had been a truce between the Mahars and the

Mezops for many generations, they canped with these
warriors of the reptiles, fromwhomthey |earned that

the federation had gone to pieces. So the party returned
to Anoroc.

When | showed Ja our nmap and explained its purpose

to him he was rmuch interested. The |ocation of Anoroc,
the Mountains of the Couds, the river, and the strip of
seacoast were all famliar to him

He quickly indicated the position of the inland sea

and cl ose beside it, the city of Phutra, where one of the
power ful Mahar nations had its seat. He |ikew se showed

us where Sari should be and carried his own coast-line as
far north and south as it was known to him

Hi s additions to the nap convinced us that G een-

wi ch lay upon the verge of this same sea, and that it

m ght be reached by water nore easily than by the
arduous crossing of the nmountains or the dangerous ap-
proach through Phutra, which lay alnpst directly in |line
bet ween Anoroc and Greenwi ch to the northwest.

If Sari lay upon the sane water then the shore-line
must bend far back toward the southwest of G eenw ch
--an assunption which, by the way, we found later to
be true. Also, Sari was upon a lofty plateau at the
southern end of a mighty gulf of the Geat Ccean.

The | ocation which Ja gave to distant Anpz puzzled

us, for it placed it due north of Greenw ch, apparently
in md-ocean. As Ja had never been so far and knew
only of Anpz through hearsay, we thought that he nust
be m staken; but he was not. Anpz lies directly north
of Greenwich across the nouth of the sanme gulf as that
upon which Sari is.

The sense of direction and |ocation of these prinitive
Pel lucidarians is little short of uncanny, as | have had
occasion to remark in the past. You may take one of
themto the utternost ends of his world, to places of

whi ch he has never even heard, yet wi thout sun or
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moon or stars to guide him w thout map or conpass, he
will travel straight for home in the shortest direction

Mount ai ns, rivers, and seas may have to be gone
around. but never once does his sense of direction fai
him-the hom ng instinct is suprene.

In the sane renmarkabl e way they never forget the

| ocation of any place to which they have ever been, and
know t hat of many of which they have only heard from

ot hers who have visited them

In short, each Pellucidarian is a wal ki ng geography of

his own district and of much of the country conti guous
thereto. It always proved of the greatest aid to Perry and
me; neverthel ess we were anxious to enlarge our map,

for we at | east were not endowed with the hom ng

i nstinct.

After several long councils it was decided that, in
order to expedite matters, Perry should return to the
prospector with a strong party of Mezops and fetch the
freight I had brought fromthe outer world. Ja and his
warriors were nmuch inpressed by our firearns, and were
al so anxious to build boats with sails.

As we had arns at the prospector and al so books on
boat - bui | ding we thought that it m ght prove an ex-
cellent idea to start these naturally nmaritinme people
upon the construction of a well built navy of staunch

sailing-vessels. | was sure that with definite plans to go
by Perry coul d oversee the construction of an adequate
flotilla.

I warned him however, not to be too anbitious, and

to forget about dreadnoughts and arnored cruisers for a
while and build instead a few srmall sailing-boats that
could be nanned by four or five nen.

I was to proceed to Sari, and while prosecuting mny

search for Dian attenpt at the sane tine the rehabili -

tation of the federation. Perry was going as far as possible
by water, with the chances that the entire trip mght be

made in that manner, which proved to be the fact.

Wth a couple of Mezops as conpanions | started for
Sari. In order to avoid crossing the principal range of
the Mountains of the Couds we took a route that passed
alittle way south of Phutra. W had eaten four tines
and sl ept once, and were, as ny conpanions told ne,

not far fromthe great Mahar city, when we were sud-
denly confronted by a considerabl e band of Sagot hs.

They did not attack us, owing to the peace which

exi sts between the Mahars and the Mezops, but | could
see that they | ooked upon nme with considerabl e sus-
picion. M friends told themthat | was a stranger from
a renote country, and as we had previously planned

agai nst such a contingency | pretended ignorance of

t he | anguage whi ch the human beings of Pellucidar em
ploy in conversing with the gorilla-like soldiery of the
Mahar s.
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I noticed, and not w thout mi sgivings, that the |eader

of the Sagoths eyed me with an expression that be-
tokened partial recognition. | was sure that he had seen
me before during the period of ny incarceration in

Phutra and that he was trying to recall my identity.

It worried me not alittle. | was extrenely thankfu
when we bade them adi eu and conti nued upon our
j our ney.

Several times during the next few marches | became
acutely conscious of the sensation of being watched by
unseen eyes, but | did not speak of ny suspicions to ny
conpanions. Later | had reason to regret ny reticence,
for--

Well, this is how it happened:

We had killed an antel ope and after eating our fill I

had lain down to sleep. The Pellucidarians, who seem
seldomif ever to require sleep, joined ne in this instance,
for we had had a very trying march along the northern
foothills of the Muuntains of the C ouds, and now with
their bellies filled with neat they seened ready for

sl umber.

When | awoke it was with a start to find a couple of
huge Sagoths astride ne. They pinioned ny arns and

| egs, and later chained nmy wists behind ny back. Then
they let ne up.

I saw my comnpani ons; the brave fellows |ay dead
where they had slept, javelined to death w thout a
chance at self-defense

I was furious. | threatened the Sagoth | eader with al
sorts of dire reprisals; but when he heard ne speak the
hybrid | anguage that is the nedi um of communication
between his kind and the human race of the inner world
he only grinned, as nmuch as to say, "l thought so!"

They had not taken ny revolvers or anmunition away
fromme because they did not know what they were;

but ny heavy rifle | had lost. They sinply left it where
it had | ain beside ne.

So lowin the scale of intelligence are they, that they
had not sufficient interest in this strange object even to
fetch it along with them

I knew fromthe direction of our march that they

were taking nme to Phutra. Once there | did not need
much of an inmagination to picture what ny fate woul d

be. It was the arena and a wild thag or fierce tarag for
me--unl ess the Mahars elected to take ne to the pits.

In that case ny end would be no nore certain, though
infinitely nore horrible and painful, for in the pits
shoul d be subjected to cruel vivisection. Fromwhat |
had once seen of their methods in the pits of Phutra
knew themto be the opposite of merciful, whereas in
the arena | shoul d be quickly despatched by sone
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savage beast.

Arrived at the underground city, | was taken im

medi ately before a slinmy Mahar. Wen the creature
had received the report of the Sagoth its cold eyes
glistened with malice and hatred as they were turned
bal eful Iy upon ne.

I knew then that ny identity had been guessed. Wth

a show of excitenment that | had never before seen
evinced by a nmenber of the dom nant race of Pell ucidar,
the Mahar hustled me away, heavily guarded, through
the main avenue of the city to one of the principa

bui | di ngs.

Here we were ushered into a great hall where
present|ly many Mahars gat hered

In utter silence they conversed, for they have no ora
speech since they are without auditory nerves. Their

met hod of communi cation Perry has |ikened to the pro-
jection of a sixth sense into a fourth di nension, where it
becones cogni zable to the sixth sense of their audience.

Be that as it may, however, it was evident that | was
the subject of discussion, and fromthe hateful | ooks
best owed upon me not a particularly pleasant subject.

How long | waited for their decision | do not know,

but it nust have been a very long tine. Finally one of
the Sagoths addressed me. He was acting as interpreter
for his nasters.

"The Mahars will spare your life," he said, "and re-
| ease you on one condition."

"And what is that condition?" | asked, though | could
guess its termns.

"That you return to themthat which you stole from
the pits of Phutra when you killed the four Mahars and
escaped,” he repli ed.

I had thought that that would be it. The great secret
upon whi ch depended t he continuance of the Mbhar
race was safely hid where only Dian and | knew.

| ventured to i magi ne that they woul d have given e
much nmore than ny liberty to have it safely in their
keepi ng agai n; but after that--what?

Woul d they keep their promni ses?

| doubted it. Wth the secret of artificial propagation
once nore in their hands their numbers woul d soon be
made so to overrun the world of Pellucidar that there
could be no hope for the eventual supremacy of the

human race, the cause for which | so devoutly hoped,

for which | had consecrated ny life, and for which

was not willing to give ny life.

Yes! In that nmonent as | stood before the heartl ess
tribunal | felt that ny life would be a very little thing to
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give could it save to the human race of Pellucidar the
chance to conme into its own by insuring the eventua
extinction of the hated, powerful Mhars.

"Cone! " excl ained the Sagoths. "The mighty Mahars
await your reply."

"You nmay say to them" | answered, "that | shall not
tell themwhere the great secret is hid."

When this had been translated to themthere was a

great beating of reptilian w ngs, gaping of sharp-fanged
jaws, and hi deous hissing. | thought that they were
about to fall upon ne on the spot, and so | laid nmy hands
upon my revol vers; but at |ength they becane nore

qui et and presently transnitted sonme command to ny

Sagot h guard, the chief of which |aid a heavy hand

upon ny arm and pushed ne roughly before himfrom

t he audi ence- chanber.

They took me to the pits, where | lay carefully

guarded. | was sure that | was to be taken to the vivi-
section laboratory, and it required all ny courage to
fortify nyself against the terrors of so fearful a death. In

Pel  uci dar, where there is no time, death-agonies my
endure for eternities.

Accordingly, | had to steel nyself against an endl ess
doom which now stared nme in the face!

CHAPTER V
SURPRI SES

But at last the allotted nmonent arrived--the nonent

for which | had been trying to prepare nyself, for how
long | could not even guess. A great Sagoth came and
spoke some words of conmand to those who wat ched

over me. | was jerked roughly to ny feet and with little
consi deration hustled upward toward the hi gher |evels.

Qut into the broad avenue they conducted ne, where,
am d huge throngs of Mhars, Sagoths, and heavily

guarded sl aves, | was led, or, rather, pushed and shoved
roughly, along in the sane direction that the nob
moved. | had seen such a concourse of people once be-

fore in the buried city of Phutra; | guessed, and rightly,
that we were bound for the great arena where slaves
who are condemmed to death neet their end

Into the vast anphitheater they took me, stationing

me at the extrene end of the arena. The queen cane,

with her slinmy, sickening retinue. The seats were filled.
The show was about to conmence.

Then, froma little doorway in the opposite end of the
structure, a girl was led into the arena. She was at a
consi derabl e di stance fromne. | could not see her
features.

I wondered what fate awaited this other poor victim
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and nysel f, and why they had chosen to have us die
together. MW own fate, or rather, my thought of it, was
submerged in the natural pity | felt for this lone girl,
doomed to die horribly beneath the cold, cruel eyes of
her awful captors. O what crine could she be guilty
that she must expiate it in the dreaded arena?

As | stood thus thinking, another door, this time at one
of the long sides of the arena, was thrown open, and into
the theater of death slunk a mghty tarag, the huge

cave tiger of the Stone Age. At ny sides were ny re-

vol vers. M captors had not taken them from ne, be-
cause they did not yet realize their nature. Doubtless
they thought them some strange manner of war-cl ub,

and as those who are condemmed to the arena are per-
mtted weapons of defense, they let ne keep them

The girl they had armed with a javelin. A brass pin
woul d have been al nost as effective against the ferocious
nmonst er they had | oosed upon her

The tarag stood for a nonent |ooking about him-first

up at the vast audi ence and then about the arena. He

did not seemto see ne at all, but his eyes fell presently
upon the girl. A hideous roar broke fromhis titanic |ungs
--a roar which ended in a long-drawmn screamthat is

more human than the death-cry of a tortured wonan--

nmore human but nore awesonme. | could scarce restrain

a shudder.

Slowy the beast turned and noved toward the girl.

Then it was that | came to nyself and to a realization of
my duty. Quickly and as noiselessly as possible | ran
down the arena in pursuit of the grimcreature. As |

ran | drew one of ny pitifully futile weapons. Ah! Could
I but have had ny | ost express-gun in ny hands at that
monent! A single well-placed shot woul d have crunbl ed
even this great nonster. The best | could hope to ac-
complish was to divert the thing fromthe girl to nyself
and then to place as many bullets as possible in it before
it reached and nmauled nme into insensibility and death.

There is a certain unwitten |l aw of the arena that
vouchsafes freedomand inmunity to the victor, be he
beast or human bei ng--both of whom by the way, are

all the sanme to the Mahar. That is, they were accus-
tomed to | ook upon nan as a |l ower aninmal before Perry
and | broke through the Pellucidarian crust, but |

i magi ne that they were beginning to alter their views a
trifle and to realize that in the gilak--their word for
human bei ng--they had a highly organi zed, reasoning
being to contend with.

Be that as it may, the chances were that the tarag

al one would profit by the aw of the arena. A few nore

of his long strides, a prodigious |eap, and he woul d be
upon the girl. | raised a revolver and fired. The bullet
struck himin the left hind leg. It couldn't have damaged
hi m much; but the report of the shot brought him

around, facing ne.

I think the snarling visage of a huge, enraged, saber-
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toothed tiger is one of the nost terrible sights in the
world. Especially if he be snarling at you and there be
not hi ng between the two of you but bare sand.

Even as he faced nme a little cry fromthe girl carried
my eyes beyond the brute to her face. Hers was fastened
upon me with an expression of incredulity that baffles
description. There was both hope and horror in them

t 0o.

"Dian!" | cried. "M Heavens, Dian!"

I saw her lips formthe name David, as with raised

javelin she rushed forward upon the tarag. She was a
tigress then--a prinitive savage femal e def endi ng her

| oved one. Before she could reach the beast with her

puny weapon, | fired again at the point where the tarag's
neck met his left shoulder. |If | could get a bullet through
there it mght reach his heart. The bullet didn't reach

his heart, but it stopped himfor an instant.

It was then that a strange thing happened. | heard a
great hissing fromthe stands occupi ed by the Mhars,

and as | glanced toward them| saw three mghty

t hi pdars--the w nged dragons that guard the queen, or,

as Perry calls them pterodactyls--rise swiftly fromtheir
rocks and dart lightning-like, toward the center of the
arena. They are huge, powerful reptiles. One of them

wi th the advantage which his wi ngs night give him

woul d easily be a match for a cave bear or a tarag.

These three, to ny consternation, swooped down upon

the tarag as he was gathering hinself for a final charge
upon me. They buried their talons in his back and lifted
himbodily fromthe arena as if he had been a chicken

in the clutches of a hawk.

What could it nean?

I was baffled for an explanation; but with the tarag

gone | lost no tine in hastening to Dian's side. Wth a
little cry of delight she threw herself into ny arnms. So
|l ost were we in the ecstasy of reunion that neither of
us--to this day--can tell what becane of the tarag.

The first thing we were aware of was the presence of

a body of Sagoths about us. Guffly they commanded us
to followthem They led us fromthe arena and back
through the streets of Phutra to the audi ence chanber
in which | had been tried and sentenced. Here we
found ourselves facing the sane cold, cruel tribunal

Again a Sagoth acted as interpreter. He explained
that our lives bad been spared because at the |ast
monent Tu-al -sa had returned to Phutra, and seeing ne
in the arena had prevail ed upon the queen to spare ny
life.

"Who is Tu-al -sa?" | asked.

"A Mahar whose | ast mal e ancestor was--ages ago--
the last of the male rulers anong the Mahars," he
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replied.
"Why should she wish to have ny life spared?”

He shrugged his shoul ders and then repeated ny
question to the Mahar spokesman. Wen the |atter had
expl ained in the strange sign-language that passes for
speech between the Mahars and their fighting nen the
Sagoth turned again to ne:

"For a long tine you had Tu-al-sa in your power," he
expl ai ned. "You might easily have killed her or aban-
doned her in a strange world--but you did neither. You
did not harm her, and you brought her back with you to
Pel l uci dar and set her free to return to Phutra. This is
your reward."

Now | understood. The Mahar who had been ny in-

vol untary compani on upon mmy return to the outer world

was Tu-al-sa. This was the first time that | had | earned
the lady's nane. | thanked fate that | had not left her
upon the sands of the Sahara--or put a bullet in her, as
| had been tenpted to do. | was surprised to discover
that gratitude was a characteristic of the dom nant race
of Pellucidar. | could never think of them as aught but
col d- bl ooded, brainless reptiles, though Perry had de-
voted much tine in explaining to me that owing to a
strange freak of evolution anmong all the genera of the
inner world, this species of the reptilia had advanced to
a position quite anal ogous to that which man hol ds upon
the outer crust.

He had often told ne that there was every reason to
believe fromtheir witings, which he had | earned to

read while we were incarcerated in Phutra, that they

were a just race, and that in certain branches of science
and arts they were quite well advanced, especially in
genetics and net aphysics, engineering and architecture.

Wiile it had al ways been difficult for me to | ook upon
these things as other than slimy, w nged crocodil es--

whi ch, by the way, they do not at all resenble--1 was
now forced to a realization of the fact that | was in the
hands of enlightened creatures--for justice and grati -
tude are certain hallmarks of rationality and cul ture.

But what they purposed for us further was of npst
immnent interest to me. They night save us fromthe
tarag and yet not free us. They |ooked upon us yet, to
sone extent, | knew, as creatures of a | ower order, and
so as we are unable to place ourselves in the position
of the brutes we enslave--thinking that they are happier
in bondage than in the free fulfilmment of the purposes
for which nature intended them-the Mahars, too, might
consi der our welfare better conserved in captivity than
anong the dangers of the savage freedom we craved
Naturally, | was next inpelled to inquire their further
intent.

To ny question, put through the Sagoth interpreter,
received the reply that having spared ny life they con-
sidered that Tu-al-sa's debt of gratitude was cancel ed
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They still had agai nst nme, however, the crine of which

I had been guilty--the unforgivable crine of stealing

the great secret. They, therefore, intended hol ding D an
and me prisoners until the manuscript was returned to

t hem

They woul d, they said, send an escort of Sagoths with
me to fetch the precious docunment fromits hiding-place,
keeping Dian at Phutra as a hostage and rel easing us
both the nonment that the docunment was safely restored
to their queen.

There was no doubt but that they had the upper

hand. However, there was so much nore at stake than
the liberty or even the lives of Dian and nyself, that |
did not deemit expedient to accept their offer without
giving the matter careful thought.

Wthout the great secret this mal el ess race nmust even-
tually becone extinct. For ages they had fertilized their
eggs by an artificial process, the secret of which |ay
hidden in the little cave of a far-off valley where D an

and | had spent our honeynoon. | was none too sure that

I could find the valley again, nor that | cared to. So |ong
as the powerful reptilian race of Pellucidar continued to
propagate, just so long would the position of man within

the inner world be jeopardized. There could not be two

dom nant races

| said as much to D an.

"You used to tell ne," she replied, "of the wonderfu
things you could acconplish with the inventions of your
own world. Now you have returned with all that is
necessary to place this great power in the hands of the
men of Pel |l uci dar.

"You told nme of great engines of destruction which
woul d cast a bursting ball of nmetal anbng our enemies,
killing hundreds of them at one tine.

"You told me of mighty fortresses of stone which a
thousand men armed with big and little engines such as
these could hold forever against a mllion Sagoths.

"You told ne of great canoes which noved across the
wat er w t hout paddl es, and which spat death from hol es
in their sides.

"Al'l these may now belong to the nen of Pell ucidar
Why shoul d we fear the Mahars?

"Let them breed! Let their nunbers increase by thou-
sands. They will be hel pl ess before the power of the
Enmper or of Pell ucidar.

"But if you remain a prisoner in Phutra, what may we
acconpl i sh?

"What could the nmen of Pellucidar do without you to
| ead t henf

"They woul d fight anong thensel ves, and while they
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fought the Mahars would fall upon them and even

t hough the Mahar race should die out, of what val ue
woul d the enanci pation of the hunman race be to them
wi t hout the know edge, which you alone may wield, to
gui de themtoward the wonderful civilization of which
you have told ne so nuch that | long for its conforts
and luxuries as | never before | onged for anything.

"No, David; the Mahars cannot harmus if you are at
liberty. Let themhave their secret that you and | may
return to our people, and |l ead themto the conquest of
all Pellucidar."

It was plain that D an was anbitious, and that her
anbition had not dulled her reasoning faculties. She was
right. Nothing could be gained by renaining bottled up
in Phutra for the rest of our lives.

It was true that Perry mght do much with the con-

tents of the prospector, or iron nole, in which | had
brought down the inplenments of outer-world civiliza-
tion; but Perry was a man of peace. He could never weld
the warring factions of the disrupted federation. He
could never win new tribes to the empire. He would
fiddl e around manufacturing gun-powder and trying to

i mprove upon it until some one blew himup with his

own invention. He wasn't practical. He never would get
anywhere without a bal ance-wheel --wi t hout some one

to direct his energies.

Perry needed ne and | needed him |If we were going
to do anything for Pellucidar we nmust be free to do it
t oget her.

The outcone of it all was that | agreed to the Mahars
proposition. They prom sed that D an woul d be well
treated and protected fromevery indignity during ny
absence. So | set out with a hundred Sagoths in search
of the little valley which | had stunbl ed upon by acci -
dent, and which | mght and m ght not find again.

W traveled directly toward Sari. Stopping at the

canp where | had been captured | recovered ny express
rifle, for which | was very thankful. | found it |ying
where | had left it when | had been overpowered in ny
sl eep by the Sagoths who bad captured ne and slain ny
Mezop conpani ons.

On the way | added materially to ny map, an occu-
pation which did not elicit fromthe Sagoths even a

shadow of interest. | felt that the human race of Pell uci-
dar had little to fear fromthese gorilla-men. They were
fighters--that was all. W might even use theml ater

ourselves in this same capacity. They had not sufficient
brain power to constitute a nenace to the advancenent
of the human race.

As we neared the spot where | hoped to find the little
vall ey | becane nore and nore confident of success.
Every |l andmark was fanmliar to ne, and | was sure now
that | knew the exact |ocation of the cave.
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It was at about this tine that | sighted a nunber of

the hal f-naked warriors of the human race of Pell ucidar
They were marching across our front. At sight of us they
halted; that there would be a fight | could not doubt.
These Sagoths woul d never permit an opportunity for

the capture of slaves for their Mahar masters to escape

t hem

| saw that the men were armed with bows and arrows,

I ong | ances and swords, so | guessed that they must have
been menbers of the federation, for only ny people had
been thus equi pped. Before Perry and | cane the nen

of Pellucidar had only the crudest weapons wherewith to
sl ay one anot her.

The Sagoths, too, were evidently expecting battle.
Wth savage shouts they rushed forward toward the
human warri ors.

Then a strange thing happened. The |eader of the

human bei ngs stepped forward wi th uprai sed hands.

The Sagoths ceased their war-cries and advanced slowy

to neet him There was a | ong parley during which

could see that | was often the subject of their discourse.

The Sagoths' |eader pointed in the direction in which |

had told himthe valley lay. Evidently he was expl aini ng

the nature of our expedition to the | eader of the warriors.
It was all a puzzle to ne.

What human bei ng coul d be upon such excel |l ent
terns with the gorilla-nmen?

I couldn't imagine. | tried to get a good | ook at the
fellow, but the Sagoths had left me in the rear with a
guard when they had advanced to battle, and the dis-
tance was too great for ne to recognize the features of
any of the human bei ngs.

Finally the parley was concluded and the nen con-
tinued on their way while the Sagoths returned to where
| stood with ny guard. It was tine for eating, so we
st opped where we were and nmade our neal. The Sa-

goths didn't tell ne who it was they had nmet, and

did not ask, though | nust confess that | was quite
curious.

They permitted me to sleep at this halt. Afterward we
took up the last leg of our journey. | found the valley
without difficulty and led nmy guard directly to the cave.
At its nmouth the Sagoths halted and | entered al one.

I noticed as | felt about the floor in the dimlight that
there was a pile of fresh-turned rubble there. Presently
my hands canme to the spot where the great secret had

been buried. There was a cavity where | had carefully
snoot hed the earth over the hiding-place of the docu-
ment - -t he manuscri pt was gone!

Frantically | searched the whole interior of the cave
several tinmes over, but without other result than a com
plete confirmation of nmy worst fears. Sonmeone had been
here ahead of nme and stolen the great secret.
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The one thing within Pellucidar which mght free

Di an and me was gone, nor was it likely that | should
ever learn its whereabouts. |[|f a Mahar had found it,
whi ch was quite inprobable, the chances were that the
dom nant race woul d never divulge the fact that they
had recovered the precious docunent. |f a cave man
had happened upon it he woul d have no concepti on of
its neaning or value, and as a consequence it would be
| ost or destroyed in short order.

Wth bowed head and broken hopes | cane out of the
cave and told the Sagoth chieftain what | had dis-
covered. It didn't nean rmuch to the fell ow, who doubt-
less had but little better idea of the contents of the
docunent | had been sent to fetch to his nmasters than
woul d the cave man who in all probability had dis-
covered it.

The Sagoth knew only that | had failed in ny mssion,
so he took advantage of the fact to nmake the return

journey to Phutra as di sagreeable as possible. | did not
rebel, though | had with me the neans to destroy them
all. | did not dare rebel because of the consequences to
Dian. | intended demandi ng her rel ease on the grounds

that she was in no way guilty of the theft, and that

my failure to recover the docunent had not |essened the
val ue of the good faith | had had in offering to do so.
The Mahars night keep ne in slavery if they chose, but
Di an should be returned safely to her people.

I was full of my schene when we entered Phutra and

I was conducted directly to the great audi ence-chanber.
The Mahars listened to the report of the Sagoth chief-
tain, and so difficult is it to judge their enotions from
their al nost expressionless countenance, that | was at a
|l oss to know how terrible mght be their wath as they

| earned that their great secret, upon which rested the
fate of their race, mght now be irretrievably |ost.

Presently | could see that she who presided was com

muni cating sonmething to the Sagoth interpreter--doubt-

| ess sonething to be transmtted to ne which m ght

give ne a forewarning of the fate which lay in store for
me. One thing | had decided definitely: If they would

not free Dian | should turn | oose upon Phutra with ny
little arsenal. Alone | mght even win to freedom and if
I could Iearn where Dian was inprisoned it would be

worth the attenpt to free her. M thoughts were inter-
rupted by the interpreter

"The mighty Mahars," he said, "are unable to reconcile
your statenment that the docunent is lost with your
action in sending it to themby a special nessenger.
They wish to know if you have so soon forgotten the
truth or if you are nerely ignoring it."

"l sent themno docunent,” | cried. "Ask them what
they nean.”
"They say," he went on after conversing with the

Mahar for a nmonent, "that just before your return to
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Phutra, Hooja the Sly One cane, bringing the great

secret with him He said that you had sent hi m ahead

with it, asking himto deliver it and return to Sari where
you would await him bringing the girl with him"

"Di an?" | gasped. "The Mahars have given over D an
into the keeping of Hooja."

"Surely," he replied. "What of it? She is only a gilak,"
as you or | would say, "She is only a cow. "

CHAPTER VI
A PENDENT WORLD

The Mahars set me free as they had prom sed, but with
strict injunctions never to approach Phutra or any ot her
Mahar city. They also made it perfectly plain that they
consi dered ne a dangerous creature, and that having

wi ped the slate clean in so far as they were under
obligations to me, they now considered nme fair prey.
Should |I again fall into their hands, they intimated it
would go ill with me.

They would not tell me in which direction Hooja had

set forth with Dian, so | departed fromPhutra, filled
with bitterness against the Mahars, and rage toward the
Sly One who had once again robbed nme of ny greatest
treasure.

At first I was minded to go directly back to Anoroc;
but upon second thought turned ny face toward Sari,
as | felt that sonewhere in that direction Hooja would
travel, his own country lying in that general direction

O ny journey to Sari it is only necessary to say that

it was fraught with the usual excitenent and adventure,
incident to all travel across the face of savage Pell ucidar.
The dangers, however, were greatly reduced through

the medi um of ny armanent. | often wondered how it

had happened that | had ever survived the first ten

years of my life within the inner world, when, naked

and primtively armed, | had traversed great areas of

her beast-ridden surface.

Wth the aid of ny map, which | had kept with great

care during ny march with the Sagoths in search of the
great secret, | arrived at Sari at last. As | topped the
| ofty plateau in whose rocky cliffs the principal tribe of
Sarians find their cave-honmes, a great hue and cry arose
fromthose who first discovered ne.

Li ke wasps fromtheir nests the hairy warriors poured
fromtheir caves. The bows with their poison-tipped
arrows, which I had taught themto fashion and to use,
were rai sed against nme. Swords of hanmered iron--
anot her of my innovations--menaced me, as with lusty
shouts the horde charged down.

It was a critical nonent. Before | should be recog-
nized I mght be dead. It was evident that all senbl ance
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of intertribal relationship had ceased with nmy goi ng, and
that ny people had reverted to their former savage,

suspi cious hatred of all strangers. M garb nust have
puzzl ed them too, for never before of course had they
seen a man clothed in khaki and puttees.

Leaning ny express rifle against nmy body | raised both

hands aloft. It was the peace-sign that is recognized
everywhere upon the surface of Pellucidar. The charging
warriors paused and surveyed ne. | |ooked for ny

friend Ghak, the Hairy One, king of Sari, and presently
I saw himcoming froma distance. Ah, but it was good
to see his mghty, hairy formonce nore! A friend was
Gnak--a friend well worth the having; and it had been
sone time since | had seen a friend.

Shoul dering his way through the throng of warriors,

the m ghty chieftain advanced toward ne. There was

an expression of puzzlement upon his fine features. He
crossed the space between the warriors and nyself, halt-
ing before ne.

| did not speak. | did not even snile. | wanted to see
if Ghak, ny principal |ieutenant, woul d recognize ne.

For sonme tinme he stood there | ooking me over carefully.
H s eyes took in ny large pith helmet, ny khaki jacket,
and bandol eers of cartridges, the two revolvers swi nging
at nmy hips, the large rifle resting against nmy body. Still
| stood with ny hands above ny head. He exam ned

my puttees and ny strong tan shoes--a little the worse
for wear now. Then he glanced up once nore to ny

face. As his gaze rested there quite steadily for sone
monents | saw recognition tinged with awe creep

across his countenance.

Presently without a word he took one of ny hands in

his and dropping to one knee raised ny fingers to his
lips. Perry had taught themthis trick, nor ever did the
nmost polished courtier of all the grand courts of Europe
performthe little act of honage with greater grace and

dignity.

Quickly I raised Ghak to his feet, clasping both his
hands in mne. | think there nust have been tears in

my eyes then--1 know | felt too full for words. The king

of Sari turned toward his warriors.

"Qur enperor has cone back," he announced. "Cone
hi t her and--"

But he got no further, for the shouts that broke from
those savage throats woul d have drowned the voi ce of

heaven itself. | had never guessed how much they
thought of ne. As they clustered around, alnost fighting
for the chance to kiss nmy hand, | saw again the vision of

enpire which | had thought faded forever.

Wth such as these | could conquer a world. Wth

such as these I WOULD conquer one! If the Sarians had
remai ned |l oyal, so too would the Anpzites be loyal still,
and the Kalians, and the Suvians, and all the great
tribes who had formed the federation that was to eman-
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ci pate the human race of Pell uci dar

Perry was safe with the Mezops; | was safe with the
Sarians; now if Dian were but safe with me the future
woul d | ook bright indeed.

It did not take long to outline to Ghak all that had

befallen ne since | had departed from Pel | uci dar, and
to get down to the business of finding Dian, which to
me at that noment was of even greater inportance than
the very enpire itself.

When | told himthat Hooja had stolen her, he
stamped his foot in rage

"It is always the Sly One!" he cried. "It was Hooja who
caused the first trouble between you and the Beautifu
One.

"It was Hooja who betrayed our trust, and all but
caused our recapture by the Sagoths that tine we
escaped from Phutra.

"I't was Hooja who tricked you and substituted a
Mahar for Di an when you started upon your return
journey to your own worl d.

"It was Hooja who schened and lied until he had
turned the ki ngdoms one agai nst anot her and de-
stroyed the federation.

"When we had himin our power we were foolish to
let himlive. Next tine--"

Ghak did not need to finish his sentence.

"He has beconme a very powerful eneny now," | re-

plied. "That he is allied in some way with the Mahars is
evidenced by the famliarity of his relations with the
Sagot hs who were accompanying ne in search of the

great secret, for it must have been Hooja whom | saw
conversing with themjust before we reached the valley.
Doubt | ess they told himof our quest and he hastened on
ahead of us, discovered the cave and stole the document.
Wel | does he deserve his appellation of the Sly One.”

Wth Ghak and his head men | held a nunber of

consul tations. The upshot of themwas a decision to com
bi ne our search for Dian with an attenpt to rebuild the
crunbl ed federation. To this end twenty warriors were
despatched in pairs to ten of the |eading kingdons, with
instructions to nake every effort to discover the where-
abouts of Hooja and Dian, while prosecuting their

m ssions to the chieftains to whomthey were sent.

Ghak was to remain at honme to receive the various

del egati ons which we invited to conme to Sari on the

busi ness of the federation. Four hundred warriors were
started for Anoroc to fetch Perry and the contents of the
prospector, to the capitol of the enpire, which was al so
the principal settlenments of the Sarians.

At first it was intended that | remain at Sari, that |
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nm ght be in readiness to hasten forth at the first report
of the discovery of Dian; but | found the inaction in the
face of ny deep solicitude for the welfare of ny mate

so galling that scarce had the several units departed
upon their mssions before I, too, chafed to be actively
engaged upon the search

It was after ny second sleep, subsequent to the de-

parture of the warriors, as | recall that | at last went to
Ghak with the admi ssion that | could no | onger support

the intolerable longing to be personally upon the trail of
my |ost |ove.

Ghak tried to dissuade ne, though | could tell that his
heart was with ne in ny wish to be away and really
doi ng sonmething. It was while we were arguing upon the
subj ect that a stranger, w th hands above his head,
entered the village. He was immedi ately surrounded by
warriors and conducted to Ghak's presence.

The fell ow was a typical cave nman--squat mnuscul ar,

and hairy, and of a type |I had not seen before. His
features, like those of all the prinmeval nmen of Pellucidar,
were regular and fine. H s weapons consisted of a stone
ax and knife and a heavy knobbed bl udgeon of wood.

H s skin was very white.

"Who are you?" asked CGhak. "And whence cone you?"

"1 am Kol k, son of Goork, who is chief of the
Thurians," replied the stranger. "From Thuria | have
cone in search of the I and of Anpbz, where dwells Dacor
the Strong One, who stole ny sister, Canda, the G ace-
ful One, to be his mate.

"We of Thuria had heard of a great chieftain who has
bound together nany tribes, and ny father has sent ne

to Dacor to learn if there be truth in these stories, and
if soto offer the services of Thuria to hi mwhom we have
heard cal |l ed enperor."

"The stories are true," replied Ghak, "and here is the
enperor of whom you have heard. You need travel no
farther.”

Kol k was delighted. He told us nuch of the wonderfu
resources of Thuria, the Land of Awful Shadow, and of
his long journey in search of Anopz.

"And why," | asked, "does Goork, your father, desire
to join his kingdomto the enpire?"

"There are two reasons,"” replied the young man. "For-

ever have the Mahars, who dwell beyond the Lidi Plains

which lie at the farther rimof the Land of Awful

Shadow, taken heavy toll of our people, whomthey

either force into lifelong slavery or fatten for their feasts
We have heard that the great emperor nakes successfu

war upon the Mahars, against whomwe should be gl ad

to fight.

"Recently has anot her reason cone. Upon a great
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island which lies in the Sojar Az, but a short distance
fromour shores, a w cked man has col |l ected a great
band of outcast warriors of all tribes. Even are there
many Sagot hs anmong them sent by the Mahars to aid

the Wcked One.

"Thi s band makes raids upon our villages, and it is
constantly growing in size and strength, for the Mahars
give liberty to any of their male prisoners who wll
promise to fight with this band agai nst the enem es of

the Mahars. It is the purpose of the Mahars thus to raise
a force of our own kind to conbat the growth and

menace of the new enpire of which | have cone to seek
information. Al this we |earned fromone of our own
warriors who had pretended to synpathize with this

band and had then escaped at the first opportunity.”

"Who could this man be," | asked Ghak, "who |eads
so vile a novenent against his own kind?"

"H's name is Hooja," spoke up Kol k, answering mny
quest i on.

Ghak and | | ooked at each other. Relief was witten
upon his countenance and | know that it was beating
strongly in nmy heart. At |last we had discovered a tan-
gible clue to the whereabouts of Hooja--and with the
clue a guide

But when | broached the subject to Kol k he denurred.

He had cone a | ong way, he explained, to see his sister
and to confer with Dacor. Miyreover, he had instructions
fromhis father which he could not ignore lightly. But
even so he would return with nme and show nme the way

to the island of the Thurian shore if by doing so we

m ght acconpli sh anyt hi ng.

"But we cannot," he urged. "Hooja is powerful. He

has thousands of warriors. He has only to call upon his
Mahar allies to receive a countless horde of Sagoths to
do his bidding agai nst his human eneni es.

"Let us wait until you may gather an equal horde
fromthe kingdonms of your enpire. Then we may march
agai nst Hooja with some show of success.

"But first nust you lure himto the mainland, for who
anong you knows how to construct the strange things
that carry Hooja and his band back and forth across the
wat er ?

"W are not island people. W do not go upon the
water. W know not hing of such things."

I couldn't persuade himto do nore than direct ne

upon the way. | showed himny map, which now in-

cluded a great area of country extending from Anoroc

upon the east to Sari upon the west, and fromthe river
south of the Muntains of the douds north to Ambz. As
soon as | had explained it to himhe drewa line with his
finger, showing a sea-coast far to the west and south of
Sari, and a great circle which he said marked the extent
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of the Land of Awful Shadow in which lay Thuria.

The shadow extended sout heast of the coast out into

the sea half-way to a large island, which he said was the
seat of Hooja's traitorous governnment. The island itself
lay in the light of the noonday sun. Northwest of the
coast and enbracing a part of Thuria lay the Lidi

Pl ai ns, upon the northwestern verge of which was situ-
ated the Mahar city which took such heavy toll of the
Thuri ans.

Thus were the unhappy peopl e now between two

fires, with Hooja upon one side and the Mahars upon

the other. | did not wonder that they sent out an appea
for succor.

Though Ghak and Kol k both attenpted to di ssuade

me, | was determined to set out at once, nor did | delay
| onger than to nake a copy of ny nmap to be given to
Perry that he might add to his that which | had set down
since we parted. | left aletter for himas well, in which
anong other things | advanced the theory that the Sojar
Az, or Great Sea, which Kol k nentioned as stretching
eastward from Thuria, mght indeed be the same nighty
ocean as that which, swi nging around the southern end

of a continent ran northward al ong the shore opposite
Phutra, mngling its waters with the huge gulf upon
which lay Sari, Anpz, and G eenw ch.

Against this possibility | urged himto hasten the

building of a fleet of small sailing-vessels, which we

m ght utilize should | find it inmpossible to entice Hooja's
horde to the mainl and.

I told Ghak what | had witten, and suggested that as
soon as he could he should make new treaties with the
various ki ngdons of the enpire, collect an arny and
march toward Thuria--this of course against the possi-
bility of nmy detention through sone cause or other

Kol k gave nme a sign to his father--a lidi, or beast of
burden, crudely scratched upon a bit of bone, and be-
neath the lidi a man and a flower; all very rudely done
per haps, but none the less effective as | well knew from
my long years anong the primtive nmen of Pell ucidar

The lidi is the tribal beast of the Thurians; the man
and the flower in the conbination in which they ap-
peared bore a double significance, as they constituted
not only a nmessage to the effect that the bearer cane in
peace, but were al so Kol k's signature

And so, arnmed with ny credentials and ny snall
arsenal, | set out al one upon ny quest for the dearest
girl inthis world or yours.

Kol k gave ne explicit directions, though with ny nap

I do not believe that | could have gone wong. As a
matter of fact | did not need the map at all, since the
principal landmark of the first half of ny journey, a gi-
ganti c nmount ai npeak, was plainly visible from Sari,

t hough a good hundred nil es away.
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At the southern base of this nmountain a river rose and

ran in a westerly direction, finally turning south and
enptying into the Sojar Az some forty niles northeast of
Thuria. Al that | had to do was followthis river to the
sea and then follow the coast to Thuri a.

Two hundred and forty nmiles of wild nountain and
prinmeval jungle, of untracked plain, of naneless rivers,
of deadly swanps and savage forests |ay ahead of ne,

yet never had | been nore eager for an adventure than
now, for never had nore depended upon haste and

success.

I do not know how long a tinme that journey required,

and only half did | appreciate the varied wonders that
each new nmarch unfol ded before ne, for nmy mind and

heart were filled with but a single inmage--that of a
perfect girl whose great, dark eyes | ooked bravely forth
froma frame of raven hair.

It was not until | had passed the high peak and found

the river that ny eyes first discovered the pendent

world, the tiny satellite which hangs | ow over the surface
of Pellucidar casting its perpetual shadow al ways upon

the sane spot--the area that is known here as the

Land of Awful Shadow, in which dwells the tribe of

Thuri a.

Fromthe distance and the el evati on of the highlands

where | stood the Pellucidarian noonday noon showed

hal f in sunshine and half in shadow, while directly be-
neath it was plainly visible the round dark spot upon the
surface of Pellucidar where the sun has never shone.

From where | stood the noon appeared to hang so | ow

above the ground as alnpbst to touch it; but later I was to
learn that it floats a m|e above the surface--which

seens indeed quite close for a noon

Foll owi ng the river downward | soon |ost sight of the

tiny planet as | entered the nazes of a lofty forest. Nor
did | catch another glinpse of it for sone tine--severa
mar ches at |east. However, when the river led nme to the
sea, or rather just before it reached the sea, of a sudden
the sky becane overcast and the size and | uxuriance of

the vegetation dimnished as by nagic--as if an omi -

pot ent hand had drawn a line upon the earth, and said:

"Upon this side shall the trees and the shrubs, the
grasses and the flowers, riot in profusion of rich colors,
gigantic size and bew | deri ng abundance; and upon that
side shall they be dwarfed and pale and scant."

Instantly | | ooked above, for clouds are so uncomon

in the skies of Pellucidar--they are practically unknown
except above the nmightiest nountain ranges--that it

had gi ven nme sonething of a start to discover the sun
obliterated. But | was not long in coning to a realization
of the cause of the shadow.

Above ne hung another world. | could see its noun-
tains and vall eys, oceans, |akes, and rivers, its broad,
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grassy plains and dense forests. But too great was the
di stance and too deep the shadow of its under side for
me to distinguish any novenent as of animal |ife.

Instantly a great curiosity was awakened within me.

The questions which the sight of this planet, so tanta-
lizingly close, raised in nmy m nd were nunerous and
unanswer abl e.

Was it inhabited?
If so, by what manner and form of creature?

Were its people as relatively dimnutive as their little
worl d, or were they as disproportionately huge as the

| esser attraction of gravity upon the surface of their

gl obe woul d permt of their being?

As | watched it, | saw that it was revol ving upon an

axis that lay parallel to the surface of Pellucidar, so that
during each revolution its entire surface was once ex-

posed to the world bel ow and once bathed in the heat of

the great sun above. The little world had that which

Pel | uci dar coul d not have--a day and ni ght, and--

greatest of boons to one outer-earthly born--tine.

Here | saw a chance to give tinme to Pellucidar, using
this mghty clock, revolving perpetually in the heavens,
to record the passage of the hours for the earth bel ow
Here shoul d be | ocated an observatory, from which

m ght be flashed by wireless to every corner of the em
pire the correct tine once each day. That this tine
woul d be easily neasured | had no doubt, since so plain
were the | andmarks upon the under surface of the
satellite that it would be but necessary to erect a sinple
instrument and mark the instant of passage of a given

| andmar k across the instrument.

But then was not the tine for dream ng; | nust de-
vote nmy mnd to the purpose of ny journey. So |

hast ened onward beneath the great shadow. As | ad-
vanced | could not but note the changing nature of the
vegetation and the paling of its hues.

The river led ne a short distance within the shadow
before it enptied into the Sojar Az. Then | continued in
a southerly direction along the coast toward the village
of Thuria, where | hoped to find Goork and deliver to
himnmy credentials.

I had progressed no great distance fromthe nouth of
the river when | discerned, |lying sone distance at sea,
a great island. This | assunmed to be the stronghold of
Hooja, nor did | doubt that upon it even now was Di an.

The way was nost difficult, since shortly after |eaving
the river | encountered lofty cliffs split by numerous

I ong, narrow fiords, each of which necessitated a con-
siderable detour. As the crowflies it is about twenty
mles fromthe nouth of the river to Thuria, but be-

fore | had covered half of it | was fagged. There was no
famliar fruit or vegetable growi ng upon the rocky soil of
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the cliff-tops, and I would have fared ill for food had
not a hare broken cover alnost beneath ny nose.

I carried bow and arrows to conserve ny amunition-
supply, but so quick was the little animal that | had no

time to draw and fit a shaft. In fact ny dinner was a
hundred yards away and going |ike the proverbial bat
when | dropped ny six-shooter on it. It was a pretty shot

and when coupled with a good di nner made me quite
contented with myself.

After eating | lay down and slept. Wen | awoke |

was scarcely so self-satisfied, for | had not nore than
opened ny eyes before | becanme aware of the presence,
barely a hundred yards fromne, of a pack of sone
twenty huge wol f-dogs--the things which Perry insisted
upon cal li ng hyaenodons--and al nost sinultaneously I

di scovered that while | slept ny revolvers, rifle, bow,
arrows, and knife had been stolen from ne.

And the wol f-dog pack was preparing to rush ne.

CHAPTER VI |
FROM PLI GAT TO PLI GHT

I have never been nuch of a runner; | hate running.

But if ever a sprinter broke into smthereens all world's
records it was | that day when | fled before those hide-
ous beasts along the narrow spit of rocky cliff between
two narrow fiords toward the Sojar Az. Just as | reached
the verge of the cliff the forenpst of the brutes was upon
me. He | eaped and cl osed his nmssive jaws upon ny

shoul der.

The nonentum of his flying body, added to that of

my own, carried the two of us over the cliff. It was a

hi deous fall. The cliff was al nbst perpendicular. At its
foot broke the sea against a solid wall of rock

W struck the cliff-face once in our descent and then
pl unged into the salt sea. Wth the inpact with the water
t he hyaenodon rel eased his hold upon ny shoul der.

As | cane sputtering to the surface | | ooked about for
sone tiny foot- or hand-hold where | might cling for a
monent of rest and recuperation. The cliff itself offered
me nothing, so | swamtoward the nouth of the fiord.

At the far end | could see that erosion from above had
washed down sufficient rubble to forma narrow ri bbon
of beach. Toward this | swamwith all my strength. Not

once did | |look behind nme, since every unnecessary
movenent in swinming detracts so nuch fromone's
endurance speed. Not until | had drawn nyself safely

out upon the beach did | turn ny eyes back toward the
sea for the hyaenodon. He was swinming slowy and
apparently painfully toward the beach upon where

st ood.

I watched himfor a long time, wondering, why it was
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that such a doglike animal was not a better sw mrer.
As he neared ne | realized that he was weakening

rapidly. | had gathered a handful of stones to be
ready for his assault when he | anded, but in a nonent
I let themfall frommy hands. It was evident that the

brute either was no swi nmer or el se was severely in-
jured, for by now he was making practically no head-
way. Indeed, it was with quite apparent difficulty that
he kept his nose above the surface of the sea.

He was not nore than fifty yards from shore when he
went under. | watched the spot where he had di sap-
peared, and in a nonment | saw his head reappear.

The | ook of dunb misery in his eyes struck a chord in

my breast, for | love dogs. | forgot that he was a vicious,
prinordial wolf-thing--a nan-eater, a scourge, and a
terror. | saw only the sad eyes that | ooked |ike the eyes

of Raja, ny dead collie of the outer world.

I did not stop to weigh and consider. In other words,

I did not stop to think, which | believe nust be the
way of nmen who do things--in contradistinction to

those who think nmuch and do nothing. Instead, | |eaped
back into the water and swam out toward the drowning
beast. At first he showed his teeth at ny approach, but
just before | reached himhe went under for the second
time, so that | had to dive to get him

| grabbed himby the scruff of the neck, and though

he wei ghed as nmuch as a Shetland pony, | managed to
drag himto shore and well up upon the beach. Here

I found that one of his forel egs was broken--the crash
against the cliff-face must have done it.

By this tine all the fight was out of him so that when

I had gathered a few tiny branches from sone of the
stunted trees that grewin the crevices of the cliff, and
returned to himhe permitted me to set his broken

leg and bind it in splints. | had to tear part of ny shirt
into bits to obtain a bandage, but at |ast the job was
done. Then | sat stroking the savage head and talking to
the beast in the man-dog talk with which you are

famliar, if you ever owned and | oved a dog.

When he is well, | thought, he probably will turn upon

me and attenpt to devour ne, and agai nst that even-
tuality | gathered together a pile of rocks and set to
work to fashion a stone-knife. W were bottled up at the
head of the fiord as conpletely as if we had been behind
prison bars. Before us spread the Sojar Az, and el se-
wher e about us rose unscalable cliffs.

Fortunately a little rivulet trickled down the side of

the rocky wall, giving us anple supply of fresh water--
some of which I kept constantly beside the hyaenodon
in a huge, bow -shaped shell, of which there were count-

| ess nunbers anong the rubble of the beach

For food we subsisted upon shellfish and an occa-

sional bird that | succeeded in knocking over with a
rock, for long practice as a pitcher on prep-school and
varsity nines had made nme an excellent shot with a
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hand-t hrown m ssile.

It was not | ong before the hyaenodon's | eg was suffi-
ciently mended to permt himto rise and hobbl e about

on three legs. | shall never forget with what intent in-
terest | watched his first attenpt. C ose at ny hand | ay
my pile of rocks. Slowy the beast cane to his three good
feet. He stretched hinmself, |owered his head, and | apped
water fromthe drinking-shell at his side, turned and

| ooked at nme, and then hobbled off toward the cliffs.

Thrice he traversed the entire extent of our prison,
seeking, | imagine, a |oop-hole for escape, but finding
none he returned in ny direction. Slowy he cane quite
close to ne, sniffed at ny shoes, ny puttees, ny hands,
and then linped off a few feet and | ay down agai n.

Now that he was able to get around, | was a little un-
certain as to the wi sdom of ny inpul sive nmercy.

How could |I sleep with that ferocious thing prowing
about the narrow confines of our prison?

Should | close ny eyes it mght be to open them
again to the feel of those mghty jaws at ny throat. To
say the least, | was unconfortable.

I have had too nuch experience with dunb ani mals

to bank very strongly on any sense of gratitude which

may be attributed to them by inexperienced sentinmen-
talists. | believe that sonme aninals |ove their nasters,

but | doubt very nuch if their affection is the outcone

of gratitude--a characteristic that is so rare as to be only
occasionally traceable in the seenmingly unselfish acts of
man hi msel f.

But finally I was forced to sleep. Tired nature would
be put off no longer. | sinply fell asleep, willy nilly, as
sat looking out to sea. | had been very unconfortable

since ny ducking in the ocean, for though | could see

the sunlight on the water half-way toward the island

and upon the island itself, no ray of it fell upon us. W
were well within the Land of Awful Shadow. A per-

petual hal f-warnth pervaded t he at mosphere, but

clothing was slow in drying, and so fromloss of sleep

and great physical disconfort, | at |ast gave way to
nature's demands and sank into profound sl unber.

Wen | awoke it was with a start, for a heavy body

was upon nme. M first thought was that the hyaenodon
had at |ast attacked ne, but as ny eyes opened and

| struggled to rise, | saw that a nan was astride ne and
three others bending cl ose above him

I am no weakling--and never have been. M experi -
ence in the hard life of the inner world has turned

my thews to steel. Even such giants as Chak the Hairy
One have praised ny strength; but to it is added

anot her quality which they | ack--science.

The man upon nme held me down awkwardly, | eaving
me many openi ngs--one of which | was not slowin
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taki ng advantage of, so that al nost before the fellow
knew that | was awake | was upon ny feet with ny

arnms over his shoul ders and about his waist and had
hurl ed himheavily over ny head to the hard rubble of
the beach, where he lay quite still.

In the instant that | arose | had seen the hyaenodon

| yi ng asl eep beside a boulder a few yards away. So
nearly was he the color of the rock that he was scarcely
di scernible. Evidently the newconers had not seen

hi m

I had not nore than freed nyself fromone of ny

ant agoni sts before the other three were upon ne. They
did not work silently now, but charged ne with savage
cries--a mstake upon their part. The fact that they did
not draw their weapons agai nst ne convinced ne that

they desired to take ne alive; but | fought as desper-
ately as if death | ooned i medi ate and sure.

The battle was short, for scarce had their first wld
whoop reverberated through the rocky fiord, and they
had cl osed upon nme, than a hairy mass of denoni aca
rage hurtl ed anong us.

It was the hyaenodon!

In an instant he had pull ed down one of the nen, and
with a single shake, terrier-like, had broken his neck
Then he was upon another. In their efforts to vanquish
the wol f-dog the savages forgot all about ne, thus giv-
ing nme an instant in which to snatch a knife fromthe

| oi n-string of himwho had first fallen and account for
anot her of them Al nbst sinultaneously the hyaenodon
pul I ed down the remaining eneny, crushing his skul

with a single bite of those fearsone jaws.

The battle was over--unless the beast considered ne

fair prey, too. | waited, ready for himw th knife and
bl udgeon--al so filched froma dead foeman; but he paid

no attention to nme, falling to work instead to devour one
of the corpses.

The beast bad been handi capped but little by his

splinted | eg; but having eaten he |lay down and com
menced to gnaw at the bandage. | was sitting sonme little
di stance away devouring shellfish, of which, by the way,

I was becom ng exceedingly tired.

Presently, the hyaenodon arose and canme toward

me. | did not nove. He stopped in front of ne and

del i berately raised his bandaged | eg and pawed ny
knee. His act was as intelligible as words--he wi shed
t he bandage renoved

I took the great paw in one hand and with the other

hand untied and unwound the bandage, renoved the

splints and felt of the injured nmenber. As far as | could
judge the bone was conpletely knit. The joint was stiff;
when | bent it a little the brute w nced--but he neither
grow ed nor tried to pull away. Very slowy and gently

I rubbed the joint and applied pressure to it for a few
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nmonent s.

Then | set it down upon the ground. The hyaenodon

wal ked around nme a few times, and then |l ay down at

my side, his body touching mine. | laid ny hand upon
his head. He did not nove. Slowy, | scratched about
his ears and neck and down beneath the fierce jaws.

The only sign he gave was to raise his chin a trifle that
I mght better caress him

That was enough! Fromthat nonment | have never

again felt suspicion of Raja, as | imediately named
him Sonehow all sense of |oneliness vani shed, too--I
had a dog! | had never guessed precisely what it was

that was lacking to life in Pellucidar, but now !l knewit
was the total absence of donestic ani mals.

Man here had not yet reached the point where he

nm ght take the tinme from slaughter and escapi ng sl augh-
ter to nake friends with any of the brute creation. |
must qualify this statenent a trifle and say that this
was true of those tribes with which I was nmost faniliar.
The Thurians do donesticate the colossal lidi, traversing
the great Lidi Plains upon the backs of these gro-

tesque and stupendous nonsters, and possibly there may

al so be other, far-distant peoples within the great world,
who have tanmed others of the wild things of jungle,

pl ai n or mount ain.

The Thurians practice agriculture in a crude sort of

way. It is my opinion that this is one of the earliest steps
fromsavagery to civilization. The tamng of wild beasts

and their donestication foll ows.

Perry argues that wild dogs were first donesticated

for hunting purposes; but | do not agree with him |
believe that if their donestication were not purely the
result of an accident, as, for exanple, ny tamng of the
hyaenodon, it came about through the desire of tribes
who had previously donesticated flocks and herds to

have sone strong, ferocious beast to guard their roam
ing property. However, | lean rather nore strongly to
the theory of accident.

As | sat there upon the beach of the little fiord eating

my unpal atabl e shell-fish, | comrenced to wonder how

it had been that the four savages had been able to reach

me, though | had been unable to escape from ny natu-

ral prison. | glanced about in all directions, searching for
an explanation. At last ny eyes fell upon the bow of a

smal | dugout protrudi ng scarce a foot from behind a

| arge boulder lying half in the water at the edge of

t he beach.

At ny discovery | leaped to ny feet so suddenly that

it brought Raja, growing and bristling, upon all fours in
an instant. For the nmoment | had forgotten him But his
savage runbling did not cause ne any uneasi ness. He

gl anced quickly about in all directions as if searching
for the cause of my excitenent. Then, as | wal ked

rapidly down toward the dugout, he slunk silently after

ne.
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The dugout was sinmilar in many respects to those

which | had seen in use by the Mezops. In it were four
paddl es. | was nuch delighted, as it pronptly offered
me the escape | had been craving.

I pushed it out into water that would float it, stepped
in and called to Raja to enter. At first he did not seem
to understand what | wi shed of him but after | had
paddl ed out a few yards he plunged through the surf

and swam after me. Wen he had cone al ongsi de

grasped the scruff of his neck, and after a considerable
struggle, in which | several tines canme near to over-

turning the canoe, | managed to drag hi m aboard,

where he shook hinself vigorously and squatted down

bef ore ne.

After enmerging fromthe fiord, | paddled southward

al ong the coast, where presently the lofty cliffs gave
way to |lower and nore |evel country. |t was here sone-
where that | should conme upon the principal village of
the Thurians. When, after atinme, | sawin the distance

what | took to be huts in a clearing near the shore,

drew quickly into land, for though | had been furnished
credentials by Kolk, | was not sufficiently famliar with
the tribal characteristics of these people to know

whet her | should receive a friendly wel cone or not; and
in case | should not, | wanted to be sure of having a
canoe hi dden safely away so that | night undertake

the trip to the island, in any event--provided, of course,
that | escaped the Thurians should they prove bellig-
erent.

At the point where | |anded the shore was quite

low. A forest of pale, scrubby ferns ran down al nbst to
the beach. Here | dragged up the dugout, hiding it well
within the vegetation, and with sone | oose rocks built a
cairn upon the beach to mark nmy cache. Then | turned

my steps toward the Thurian village.

As | proceeded | began to specul ate upon the possible
actions of Raja when we should enter the presence of
other nen than nyself. The brute was paddi ng softly at
my side, his sensitive nose constantly atwitch and his
fierce eyes noving restlessly fromside to side--nothing
woul d ever take Raja unawares!

The nore | thought upon the matter the greater be-
came ny perturbation. | did not want Raja to attack
any of the peopl e upon whose friendship | so greatly
depended, nor did | want himinjured or slain by them

I wondered if Raja would stand for a | eash. H's head
as he paced beside ne was level with nmy hip. 1 laid

my hand upon it caressingly. As | did so he turned and
| ooked up into ny face, his jaws parting and his red
tongue lolling as you have seen your own dog' s beneath
a | ove pat.

"Just been waiting all your life to be taned and | oved,
haven't you, old man?" | asked. "You're nothing but a
good pup, and the man who put the hyaeno in your
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nane ought to be sued for |ibel."

Raj a bared his mghty fangs with upcurled, snarling
lips and licked my hand.

"You're grinning, you old fraud, you!" | cried. "If

you're not, I'Il eat you. 1'll bet a doughnut you're nothing
but some kid's poor old Fido, masqueradi ng around as

areal, live man-eater."

Raj a whined. And so we wal ked on together toward
Thuria--1 talking to the beast at ny side, and he seem
ing to enjoy my conpany no less than | enjoyed his. |If
you don't think it's |onesome wandering all by yourself
t hrough savage, unknown Pel lucidar, why, just try it,
and you will not wonder that | was glad of the conpany
of this first dog--this living replica of the fierce and now
extinct hyaenodon of the outer crust that hunted in
savage packs the great el k across the snows of southern
France, in the days when the nmastodon roaned at wll

over the broad continent of which the British Isles were
then a part, and perchance left his footprints and his
bones in the sands of Atlantis as well.

Thus | dreamed as we noved on toward Thuri a.

My dream ng was rudely shattered by a savage grow
fromRaja. | |ooked down at him He had stopped in his
tracks as one turned to stone. A thin ridge of stiff hair
bristled along the entire Il ength of his spine. His yel-

| ow green eyes were fastened upon the scrubby jungle

at our right.

| fastened nmy fingers in the bristles at his neck and
turned nmy eyes in the direction that his pointed. At first
I saw nothing. Then a slight novenent of the bushes
riveted nmy attention. | thought it nust be sone wld
beast, and was glad of the primtive weapons | had

taken fromthe bodies of the warriors who had attacked

ne.

Presently | distinguished two eyes peering at us from
the vegetation. | took a step in their direction, and as
| did so a youth arose and fled precipitately in the
direction we had been going. Raja struggled to be after
him but | held tightly to his neck, an act which he did
not seemto relish, for he turned on me with bared

fangs.

| determ ned that now was as good a tinme as any to
di scover just how deep was Raja's affection for ne. One
of us could be master, and logically | was the one. He

growed at ne. | cuffed himsharply across the nose. He
| ooked it nme for a nmoment in surprised bew | dernent,
and then he growl ed again. | nade another feint at him

expecting that it would bring himat ny throat; but in-
stead he wi nced and crouched down.

Raj a was subdued!

| stooped and patted him Then | took a piece of
the rope that constituted a part of ny equi prent and
made a | eash for him
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Thus we resuned our journey toward Thuria. The

yout h who had seen us was evidently of the Thurians.

That he had lost no tine in racing honeward and

spreading the word of ny com ng was evi denced when

we had come within sight of the clearing, and the vill age
--the first real village, by the way, that | had ever seen
constructed by human Pel | uci dari ans. There was a rude
rectangle walled with | ogs and boul ders, in which

were a hundred or nore thatched huts of sinmilar con-
struction. There was no gate. Ladders that could be re-
moved by night |ed over the palisade.

Before the village were assenbl ed a great concourse

of warriors. |Inside | could see the heads of wonen and
children peering over the top of the wall; and al so,
farther back, the long necks of lidi, topped by their tiny
heads. Lidi, by the way, is both the singular and plura
formof the noun that describes the huge beasts of bur-
den of the Thurians. They are enornobus quadrupeds,

eighty or a hundred feet long, with very small heads
perched at the top of very long, slender necks. Their
heads are quite forty feet fromthe ground. Their gait is
sl ow and deliberate, but so enornopus are their strides
that, as a matter of fact, they cover the ground quite
rapidly.

Perry has told ne that they are alnpbst identical with
the fossilized remai ns of the di pl odocus of the outer

crust's Jurassic age. | have to take his word for it--and
guess you will, unless you know nore of such nmatters
than |.

As we cane in sight of the warriors the nen set up a
great jabbering. Their eyes were wi de in astoni shnent
--only, | presume, because of ny strange garmenture,

but as well fromthe fact that | came in conpany with a
jal ok, which is the Pellucidarian nane of the hyaenodon

Raja tugged at his |l eash, growing and showing his

Il ong white fangs. He would have |iked nothing better
than to be at the throats of the whol e aggregation; but |
held himin with the | eash, though it took all ny
strength to do it. M free hand | held above ny

head, pal mout, in token of the peaceful ness of ny

m ssi on.

In the foreground | saw the youth who had di scov-

ered us, and | could tell fromthe way he carried him

self that he was quite overcone by his own inportance

The warriors about himwere all fine |ooking fell ows,

t hough shorter and squatter than the Sarians or the
Anozites. Their color, too, was a bit lighter, ow ng, no
doubt, to the fact that nuch of their lives is spent within
the shadow of the world that hangs forever above their
country.

Alittle in advance of the others was a bearded fel -
low tricked out in many ornanents. | didn't need to
ask to know that he was the chieftain--doubtl|ess Goork,
father of Kolk. Nowto himl addressed nyself.
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"I amDavid," | said, "Enperor of the Federated
Ki ngdons of Pellucidar. Doubtless you have heard of
me?"

He nodded his head affirmatively.

"I cone fromSari," | continued, '"where | just net
Kol k, the son of Goork. | bear a token fromKolk to his
father, which will prove that | ama friend."

Again the warrior nodded. "I am Goork," he said.
"Where is the token?"

"Here," | replied, and fished into the game-bag
where | had placed it.

Goork and his people waited in silence. MW hand
searched the inside of the bag.

It was enpty!

The token had been stolen with my arns!

CHAPTER VI | |
CAPTI VE

When Goork and his people saw that | had no token
they commenced to taunt ne.

"You do not cone from Kolk, but fromthe Sly One!"
they cried. "He has sent you fromthe island to spy upon
us. Go away, or we will set upon you and kill you."

I explained that all ny bel ongi ngs had been stol en
fromne, and that the robber nust have taken the token
too; but they didn't believe ne. As proof that | was
one of Hooja's people, they pointed to ny weapons,
which they said were ornanented |ike those of the is-
land clan. Further, they said that no good man went in
conpany with a jalok--and that by this |line of reason-
ing | certainly was a bad man.

| saw that they were not naturally a war-like tribe,

for they preferred that | |eave in peace rather than
force themto attack ne, whereas the Sarians woul d

have killed a suspicious stranger first and inquired into
hi s purposes | ater

I think Raja sensed their antagonism for he kept tug-
ging at his leash and growing om nously. They were a
bit in ame of him and kept at a safe distance. It was
evi dent that they could not conprehend why it was

that this savage brute did not turn upon ne and rend
ne.

| wasted a long tine there trying to persuade Goork

to accept nme at ny own val uation, but he was too

canny. The best he would do was to give us food, which
he did, and direct me as to the safest portion of the is-
| and upon which to attenpt a | anding, though even as
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he told ne | amsure that he thought ny request for
information but a blind to deceive himas to ny true
know edge of the insular stronghol d.

At last | turned away fromthem-rather disheart-

ened, for | had hoped to be able to enlist a considerable
force of themin an attenpt to rush Hooja's horde and
rescue Dian. Back along the beach toward the hidden
canoe we nmade our way.

By the tine we cane to the cairn | was dog-tired
Throwi ng nyself upon the sand | soon slept, and

with Raja stretched out beside ne | felt a far greater
security than | had enjoyed for a long tine.

I awoke nmuch refreshed to find Raja's eyes gl ued

upon nme. The nmonment | opened m ne he rose, stretched

hi nsel f, and wi thout a backward gl ance plunged into

the jungle. For several mnutes | could hear himcrash-
ing through the brush. Then all was silent.

I wondered if he had left me to return to his fierce
pack. A feeling of |oneliness overwhelnmed ne. Wth a
sigh | turned to the work of dragging the canoe down to
the sea. As | entered the jungle where the dugout lay a
hare darted from beneath the boat's side, and a well -

ai med cast of ny javelin brought it down. | was hungry
--1 had not realized it before--so | sat upon the edge
of the canoe and devoured ny repast. The last remants
gone, | again busied nyself with preparations for ny
expedition to the island.

I did not know for certain that D an was there; but

I surmsed as nuch. Nor could | guess what obstacles

m ght confront ne in an effort to rescue her. For a tine
| loitered about after | had the canoe at the water's
edge, hopi ng agai nst hope that Raja would return; but

be did not, so | shoved the awkward craft through the
surf and | eaped into it.

I was still a little downcast by the desertion of ny
new found friend, though | tried to assure nyself that it
was not hing but what | m ght have expected.

The savage brute had served me well in the short

time that we had been together, and had repaid his debt
of gratitude to nme, since he had saved ny life, or at
least nmy liberty, no less certainly than | had saved his
Iife when he was injured and drowni ng.

The trip across the water to the island was unevent -
ful. 1 was mighty glad to be in the sunshine agai n when
| passed out of the shadow of the dead world about

hal f-way between the nmainland and the island. The hot
rays of the noonday sun did a great deal toward raising
my spirits, and dispelling the mental gl oomin which I
had been shrouded al nost continually since entering

the Land of Awful Shadow. There is nothing nore dis-
piriting to ne than absence of sunshi ne.

| had paddl ed to the sout hwestern point, which
Goork said he believed to be the |east frequented por-
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tion of the island, as he had never seen boats put off

fromthere. | found a shallow reef running far out into
the sea and rather precipitous cliffs running al nost to
the surf. It was a nasty place to land, and | realized now

why it was not used by the natives; but at last | man-
aged, after a good wetting, to beach ny canoe and
scale the cliffs.

The country beyond t hem appeared nore open and
park-like than | had anticipated, since fromthe main-
land the entire coast that is visible seens densely
clothed with tropical jungle. This jungle, as | could
see fromthe vantage-point of the cliff-top, forned

but a relatively narrow strip between the sea and the
more open forest and meadow of the interior. Farther
back there was a range of | ow but apparently very rocky
hills, and here and there all about were visible flat-
topped masses of rock--small nountains, in fact--which
rem nded me of pictures | had seen of |andscapes in
New Mexi co. Altogether, the country was very much
broken and very beautiful. Fromwhere | stood | counted
no |l ess than a dozen streams w ndi ng down from anong
the table-buttes and enptying into a pretty river which
flowed away in a northeasterly direction toward the op-
posite end of the island.

As | let nmy eyes roamover the scene | suddenly be-

came aware of figures noving upon the flat top of a
far-distant butte. Wether they were beast or human,
though, | could not nmake out; but at |east they were
alive, so | deternmined to prosecute ny search for Hooja's
stronghold in the general direction of this butte.

To descend to the valley required no great effort. As
I swung along through the |ush grass and the fragrant
flowers, ny cudgel swinging in ny hand and ny javelin

| ooped across ny shoulders with its aurochs-hide strap,
felt equal to any energency, ready for any danger

I had covered quite a little distance, and | was pass-
ing through a strip of wood which lay at the foot of one
of the flat-topped hills, when | becane conscious of the
sensation of being watched. M life within Pellucidar
has rather quickened ny senses of sight, hearing, and

snell, and, too, certain primtive intuitive or instinctive
qualities that seemblunted in civilized man. But, though
I was positive that eyes were upon nme, | could see no

sign of any living thing within the wood other than the
many, gay-plumaged birds and littl e nonkeys which
filled the trees with life, color, and action

To you it may seemthat ny conviction was the re-

sult of an overwought imagination, or to the actua
reality of the prying eyes of the little nonkeys or the
curious ones of the birds; but there is a difference
whi ch | cannot explain between the sensation of casua
observation and studi ed espionage. A sheep m ght gaze
at you without transmtting a warning through your sub-
jective mnd, because you are in no danger froma
sheep. But let a tiger gaze fixedly at you from anbush
and unl ess your primtive instincts are conpletely cal -
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| oused you will presently conmence to gl ance furtively
about and be filled with vague, unreasoning terror.

Thus was it with ne then. | grasped ny cudgel nore
firmy and unslung ny javelin, carrying it in my left
hand. | peered to left and right, but |I saw not hing.

Then, all quite suddenly, there fell about ny neck and
shoul ders, around ny arnms and body, a nunber of
pliant fiber ropes.

Inajiffy | was trussed up as neatly as you m ght

wi sh. One of the nooses dropped to ny ankles and was
jerked up with a suddenness that brought nme to ny
face upon the ground. Then sonething heavy and hairy
sprang upon ny back. | fought to draw ny knife, but
hairy hands grasped ny wists and, draggi ng them be-
hi nd ny back, bound them securely.

Next ny feet were bound. Then | was turned over
upon my back to look up into the faces of ny captors.

And what faces! Imagine if you can a cross between

a sheep and a gorilla, and you will have sone concep-

tion of the physiognony of the creature that bent

cl ose above nme, and of those of the half-dozen others

that clustered about. There was the facial |ength and
great eyes of the sheep, and the bull-neck and hi deous
fangs of the gorilla. The bodies and |inbs were both

man and gorilla-1like.

As they bent over ne they conversed in a nono-

syl l abic tongue that was perfectly intelligible to ne. It
was sonething of a sinplified | anguage that had no

need for aught but nouns and verbs, but such words as

it included were the sane as those of the human bei ngs

of Pellucidar. It was anplified by many gestures which
filled in the speech-gaps.

| asked them what they intended doing with nme; but,

i ke our own North Anerican |Indians when questi oned

by a white man, they pretended not to understand ne.

One of themswing me to his shoulder as lightly as if |
had been a shoat. He was a huge creature, as were his
fellows, standing fully seven feet upon his short |egs and
wei ghi ng considerably nore than a quarter of a ton

Two went ahead of ny bearer and three behind. In

this order we cut to the right through the forest to the
foot of the hill where precipitous cliffs appeared to bar
our farther progress in this direction. But ny escort
never paused. Like ants upon a wall, they scal ed that
seem ngly unscal abl e barrier, clinging, Heaven knows

how, to its ragged perpendicul ar face. During nost of
the short journey to the sunmit | nust adnmit that ny

hair stood on end. Presently, however, we topped the
thing and stood upon the | evel mesa which crowned it.

I medi ately fromall about, out of burrows and

rough, rocky lairs, poured a perfect torrent of beasts
simlar to ny captors. They clustered about, jabber-
ing at ny guards and attenpting to get their hands
upon me, whether fromcuriosity or a desire to do ne
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bodily harm 1 did not know, since ny escort with
bared fangs and heavy bl ows kept them off.

Across the nesa we went, to stop at |ast before a | arge
pil e of rocks in which an opening appeared. Here ny
guards set ne upon ny feet and called out a word

whi ch sounded like "Gr-gr-gr!" and which | later

| earned was the name of their Kking.

Presently there energed fromthe cavernous depths

of the lair a nonstrous creature, scarred froma hundred
battles, alnost hairless and with an enpty socket where
one eye had been. The other eye, sheeplike inits

m | dness, gave the nost startling appearance to the
beast, which but for that single timd orb was the nost
fearsone thing that one could i magine.

I had encountered the black, hairless, long-tailed ape--
things of the mainland--the creatures which Perry

t hought m ght constitute the |ink between the higher
orders of apes and nman--but these brute-nen of G-gr-

gr seened to set that theory back to zero, for there was
less simlarity between the bl ack ape-nen and these
creatures than there was between the latter and nan,
whi |l e both had many human attri butes, sone of which

were better devel oped in one species and sone in the

ot her.

The bl ack apes were hairless and built thatched

huts in their arboreal retreats; they kept domesticated
dogs and rum nants, in which respect they were farther

advanced than the human bei ngs of Pellucidar; but they

appeared to have only a nmeager |anguage, and sported

| ong, apelike tails.

On the other hand, G-gr-gr's people were, for the

nost part, quite hairy, but they were tailless and had a
| anguage simlar to that of the human race of Pell ucidar;
nor were they arboreal. Their skins, where skin showed,
were white.

Fromthe foregoing facts and others that | have

noted during my long life within Pellucidar, which is

now passi ng through an age anal ogous to sone pre-

gl acial age of the outer crust, | amconstrained to the
belief that evolution is not so much a gradual transition
fromone formto another as it is an accident of breeding,
either by crossing or the hazards of birth. In other
words, it is ny belief that the first man was a freak of
nat ure--nor would one have to draw over-strongly

upon his credulity to be convinced that G-gr-gr and his
tribe were al so freaks.

The great man-brute seated hinmsel f upon a flat rock--
his throne, | imagine--just before the entrance to his
lair. Wth el bows on knees and chin in palms he re-
garded me intently through his | one sheep-eye while
one of my captors told of ny taking.

When all had been related G -gr-gr questioned ne. |
shall not attenpt to quote these people in their own ab-
brevi ated tongue--you woul d have even greater diffi-
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culty in interpreting themthan did |I. Instead, | shal
put the words into their nouths which will carry to you
the ideas which they intended to convey.

"You are an enemny," was G-gr-gr's initial declaration
"You belong to the tribe of Hooja."

Ah!  So they knew Hooja and he was their eneny!
Good!

"I am an eneny of Hooja," | replied. "He has stolen
my mate and | have cone here to take her away from
hi m and puni sh Hooj a. "

"How coul d you do that al one?"

"I do not know," | answered, "but | should have tried
had you not captured ne. Wat do you intend to do
with me?"

"You shall work for us."

"You will not kill me?" | asked.

"We do not kill except in self-defense,"” he replied;

"sel f-def ense and puni shnent. Those who would kill us
and those who do wong we kill. If we knew you were

one of Hooja's people we might kill you, for all Hooja's

peopl e are bad people; but you say you are an eneny of
Hooja. You may not speak the truth, but until we learn
that you have lied we shall not kill you. You shall work."

"If you hate Hooja," | suggested, "why not |et ne,
who hate him too, go and punish hin?"

For some time Gr-gr-gr sat in thought. Then he raised
hi s head and addressed ny guard.

"Take himto his work,"” he ordered.

H's tone was final. As if to enphasize it he turned
and entered his burrow. M guard conducted nme far-
ther into the mesa, where we cane presently to a tiny
depression or valley, at one end of which gushed a
war m spri ng.

The view that opened before me was the nost sur-

prising that | have ever seen. |In the hollow, which nust
have covered several hundred acres, were numerous

fields of growing things, and working all about wth
crude inmplenents or with no inplements at all other

than their bare hands were many of the brute-nen en-
gaged in the first agriculture that I had seen within

Pel | uci dar.

They put ne to work cultivating in a patch of nelons.

I never was a farnmer nor particularly keen for this sort
of work, and | amfree to confess that tine never had
dragged so heavily as it did during the hour or the year
| spent there at that work. How long it really was | do
not know, of course; but it was all too |ong.
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The creatures that worked about ne were quite sim

ple and friendly. One of themproved to be a son of
G-gr-gr. He had broken sone minor tribal |aw, and was
wor ki ng out his sentence in the fields. He told ne that
his tribe had lived upon this hilltop always, and that
there were other tribes |ike themdwelling upon other
hilltops. They had no wars and had always lived in
peace and harnony, nenaced only by the | arger carniv-
ora of the island, until my kind had cone under a crea-
ture called Hooja, and attacked and killed them when
they chanced to descend fromtheir natural fortresses
to visit their fellows upon other |ofty nesas.

Now t hey were afraid; but sone day they would go
in a body and fall upon Hooja and his people and sl ay

themall. | explained to himthat | was Hooja's eneny,
and asked, when they were ready to go, that | be al-
lowed to go with them or, better still, that they |et

me go ahead and learn all that | could about the village
where Hooja dwelt so that they might attack it with
t he best chance of success.

G-gr-gr's son seenmed nuch i npressed by ny sug-
gestion. He said that when he was through in the
fields he would speak to his father about the matter

Sone tine after this G-gr-gr canme through the fields
where we were, and his son spoke to himupon the sub-
ject, but the old gentleman was evidently in anything

but a good hunor, for he cuffed the youngster and,

turning upon ne, informed ne that he was convinced

that | had lied to him and that | was one of Hooja's peo-
pl e.

"VWerefore," he concluded, "we shall slay you as soon
as the melons are cultivated. Hasten, therefore.”

And hasten | did. | hastened to cultivate the weeds
whi ch grew anong the nelon-vines. Were there had
been one sickly weed before, | nourished two healthy

ones. Wen | found a particularly promsing variety of
weed grow ng el sewhere than anbng ny nel ons,

I forthwith dug it up and transplanted it anong ny

char ges

My masters did not seemto realize ny perfidy. They
saw nme always laboring diligently in the mel on-patch,
and as tinme enters not into the reckoning of Pellucidar-
i ans--even of human bei ngs and nuch | ess of brutes

and half brutes--1 might have lived on indefinitely
through this subterfuge had not that occurred which
took ne out of the nelon-patch for good and all

CHAPTER | X
HOOJA' S CUTTHRCATS APPEAR

I had built alittle shelter of rocks and brush where
m ght crawl in and sl eep out of the perpetual |ight and
heat of the noonday sun. Wen | was tired or hungry |
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retired to nmy hunble cot.

My masters never interposed the slightest objection.

As a matter of fact, they were very good to nme, nor did

I see aught while | was anmong themto indicate that

they are ever else than a sinple, kindly folk when left to
thenselves. Their awe-inspiring size, terrific strength,
m ghty fighting-fangs, and hi deous appearance are but

the attributes necessary to the successful waging of their
constant battle for survival, and well do they enpl oy
them when the need arises. The only flesh they eat is
that of herbivorous animals and birds. Wen they hunt

the m ghty thag, the prehistoric bos of the outer crust, a
single male, with his fiber rope, will catch and kill the
greatest of the bulls.

Well, as | was about to say, | had this little shelter at
the edge of ny nelon-patch. Here | was resting from

my |labors on a certain occasion when | heard a great
hub-bub in the village, which lay about a quarter of a
mle awnay.

Presently a nale cane racing toward the field, shout-
ing excitedly. As he approached | cane fromny shelter
to learn what all the conmmmotion nmight be about, for the
nmonot ony of mny existence in the nelon-patch nust have
fostered that trait of nmy curiosity fromwhich it had
al ways been ny secret boast | ampeculiarly free.

The other workers also ran forward to neet the mes-
senger, who qui ckly unburdened hinself of his infornma-
tion, and as quickly turned and scanpered back toward
the village. Wen running these beast-nen often go
upon all fours. Thus they |eap over obstacles that
woul d sl ow up a human being, and upon the |level attain
a speed that woul d make a thoroughbred | ook to his
laurels. The result in this instance was that before
had nore than assimlated the gist of the word which
had been brought to the fields, | was al one, watching
my co-workers speeding vill ageward.

I was alone! It was the first time since ny capture

that no beast-nman had been within sight of me. 1 was

al one! And all my captors were in the village at the op-
posite edge of the nesa repelling an attack of Hooja's
hor de!

It seemed fromthe nmessenger's tale that two of
G-gr-gr's great nal es had been set upon by a hal f-dozen
of Hooja's cutthroats while the forner were peaceably
returning fromthe thag hunt. The two had returned to
the village unscratched, while but a single one of

Hooj a's hal f-dozen had escaped to report the outcone

of the battle to their | eader. Now Hooja was conming to
punish G-gr-gr's people. Wth his large force, arned
with the bows and arrows that Hooja had | earned from
me to make, with long | ances and sharp knives, |

feared that even the mghty strength of the beastnen
could avail thembut little.

At | ast had conme the opportunity for which | waited!
I was free to make for the far end of the nesa, find ny
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way to the valley below, and while the two forces were
engaged in their struggle, continue my search for
Hooja's village, which | had | earned fromthe beast-nen
lay farther on down the river that | had been follow ng
when taken prisoner.

As | turned to nmake for the nesa's rimthe sounds of
battle cane plainly to ny ears--the hoarse shouts of
men mngled with the half-beastly roars and grow s of
the brute-folk.

Did | take advantage of my opportunity?

I did not. Instead, lured by the din of strife and by the
desire to deliver a stroke, however feeble, against hated
Hooja, | wheeled and ran directly toward the village.

When | reached the edge of the plateau such a scene

met ny astoni shed gaze as never before had startled it,
for the unique battle-methods of the hal f-brutes were

rat her the nost remarkable | had ever witnessed. Al ong
the very edge of the cliff-top stood a thin line of mghty
mal es--the best rope-throwers of the tribe. A few feet
behind these the rest of the males, with the exception

of about twenty, formed a second line. Still farther in
the rear all the wonen and young children were cl us-
tered into a single group under the protection of the re-
mai ning twenty fighting males and all the old nales.

But it was the work of the first two lines that in-
terested me. The forces of Hooja--a great horde of
savage Sagot hs and prineval cave nmen--were work-

ing their way up the steep cliff-face, their agility but
slightly less than that of ny captors who had cl anbered
so ninbly al oft--even he who was burdened by ny

wei ght .

As the attackers cane on they paused occasionally

wher ever a projection gave them sufficient foothold and
| aunched arrows and spears at the defenders above

them During the entire battle both sides hurled taunts
and insults at one another--the human beings naturally
excelling the brutes in the coarseness and vil eness of
their vilification and invective.

The "firing-line" of the brute-men w el ded no weapon

other than their long fiber nooses. Wen a foeman cane
within range of them a noose would settle unerringly

about hi mand be woul d be dragged, fighting and yell -

ing, tothe cliff-top, unless, as occasionally occurred, he
was qui ck enough to draw his knife and cut the rope

above him in which event he usually plunged down-

ward to a no less certain death than that which awaited

hi m above.

Those who were haul ed up within reach of the power-
ful clutches of the defenders had the nooses snatched
fromthem and were catapulted back through the first
line to the second, where they were seized and killed
by the sinple expedient of a single powerful closing
of mighty fangs upon the backs of their necks.
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But the arrows of the invaders were taking a much

heavier toll than the nooses of the defenders and | fore-
saw that it was but a matter of tinme before Hooja's
forces nmust conquer unless the brute-nen changed

their tactics, or the cave nen tired of the battle.

G -gr-gr was standing in the center of the first I|ine.
Al'l about himwere boul ders and | arge fragnents of

broken rock. | approached himand wi thout a word
toppl ed a | arge nmass of rock over the edge of the
cliff. It fell directly upon the head of an archer, crush-

ing himto instant death and carrying his mangl ed

corpse with it to the bottomof the declivity, and on its
way brushing three nore of the attackers into the here-
after.

G-gr-gr turned toward ne in surprise. For an in-

stant he appeared to doubt the sincerity of ny notives.

| felt that perhaps ny tinme had cone when he reached

for me with one of his giant paws; but | dodged him

and running a few paces to the right hurled down

another missile. It, too, didits allotted work of destruc-
tion. Then | picked up smaller fragnents and with al

the control and accuracy for which | had earned justly
deserved fane in ny collegiate days | rained down a hai

of death upon those beneath ne.

G-gr-gr was coning toward me again. | pointed to
the litter of rubble upon the cliff-top

"Hurl these down upon the eneny!" | cried to him
"Tell your warriors to throw rocks down upon them "

At ny words the others of the first line, who had been
i nterested spectators of ny tactics, seized upon great
boul ders or bits of rock, whichever cane first to their
hands, and, without, waiting for a conmand from G -
gr-gr, deluged the terrified cave nen with a perfect

aval anche of stone. In less than no tinme the cliff-face
was stripped of enemes and the village of G-gr-gr was
saved.

G -gr-gr was standi ng beside nme when the |ast of the
cave nmen di sappeared in rapid flight down the vall ey.
He was | ooking at nme intently.

"Those were your people,’
t henP"

' he said. "Wy did you kil

"They were not ny people,” | returned. "I have told

you that before, but you would not believe ne. WII you
believe me now when | tell you that | hate Hooja and his
tribe as much as you do? WIIl you believe ne when

tell you that | wish to be the friend of G-gr-gr?"

For sone tinme he stood there beside ne, scratching

his head. Evidently it was no less difficult for himto
readj ust his preconceived conclusions than it is for nost
human bei ngs; but finally the idea percol ated--which it
nm ght never have done had he been a man, or | m ght
qualify that statenent by saying had he been sone

men. Finally he spoke.
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"G lak," he said, "you have made G -gr-gr ashaned.
He woul d have killed you. How can he reward you?"

"Set nme free," | replied quickly.
"You are free," he said. "You may go down when you
wi sh, or you may stay with us. |If you go you nmay al ways

return. W are your friends."

Naturally, | elected to go. | explained all over again
to G-gr-gr the nature of ny mssion. He |listened atten-
tively; after I had done he offered to send sonme of his
people with ne to guide nme to Hooja's village. | was not
slow in accepting his offer.

First, however, we nmust eat. The hunters upon whom
Hooja's nen had fall en had brought back the neat of a
great thag. There would be a feast to commenorate the
victory--a feast and danci ng.

I had never witnessed a tribal function of the brute-
fol k, though | had often heard strange sounds comni ng
fromthe village, where | had not been allowed since
my capture. Now | took part in one of their orgies.

It will live forever in my menory. The conbination

of bestiality and humanity was oftentinmes pathetic,

and agai n grotesque or horrible. Beneath the glaring
noonday sun, in the sweltering heat of the mesa-top,

the huge, hairy creatures |leaped in a great circle.

They coiled and threw their fiber-ropes; they hurled

taunts and insults at an imginary foe; they fell upon

the carcass of the thag and literally tore it to pieces; and
they ceased only when, gorged, they could no | onger

nove.

I had to wait until the processes of digestion had re-

| eased ny escort fromits torpor. Sone had eaten unti
their abdormens were so distended that | thought they

nmust burst, for beside the thag there had been fully a
hundred antel opes of various sizes and varied degrees

of deconposition, which they had unearthed from bur-

ial beneath the floors of their lairs to grace the banquet-
board

But at last we were started--six great nales and
nmyself. G-gr-gr had returned ny weapons to nme, and
at last | was once nore upon ny oft-interrupted way
toward nmy goal. Wether | should find Dian at the end
of nmy journey or no | could not even surmse; but |
was none the less inpatient to be off, for if only the
worst lay in store for me | wi shed to know even the
wor st at once.

I could scarce believe that ny proud mate woul d stil

be alive in the power of Hooja; but tine upon Pellucidar

is so strange a thing that | realized that to her or to him
only a few mnutes m ght have el apsed since his subtle
trickery had enabled himto steal her away from Phutra

O she m ght have found the neans either to repel his
advances or escape him
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As we descended the cliff we disturbed a great pack

of large hyena-like beasts--hyaena spel aeus, Perry calls
them -who were busy anong the corpses of the cave

men fallen in battle. The ugly creatures were far from
the cowardly things that our own hyenas are reputed

to be; they stood their ground with bared fangs as we
approached them But, as | was later to learn, so for-
m dabl e are the brute-folk that there are few even of
the larger carnivora that will not make way for them
when they go abroad. So the hyenas noved a little
fromour line of march, closing in again upon their feasts
when we had passed.

We nade our way steadily down the rimof the beau-

tiful river which flows the length of the island, com ng
at last to a wood rather denser than any that | had be-
fore encountered in this country. Well within this forest
my escort halted.

"There!" they said, and pointed ahead. "W are to go
no farther."

Thus having guided ne to ny destination they |eft

me. Ahead of me, through the trees, | could see what
appeared to be the foot of a steep hill. Toward this
made nmy way. The forest ran to the very base of a cliff,
in the face of which were the mouths of many caves.

They appeared untenanted; but | decided to watch for a
whil e before venturing farther. A large tree, densely
foliaged, offered a splendid vantage-point fromwhich to
spy upon the cliff, so | clambered anong its branches
where, securely hidden, | could watch what transpired
about the caves.

It seened that | had scarcely settled nyself in a
confortable position before a party of cave nen

energed fromone of the smaller apertures in the cliff-
face, about fifty feet fromthe base. They descended
into the forest and di sappeared. Soon after cane sev-
eral others fromthe same cave, and after them at a
short interval, a score of wonen and children, who cane
into the wood to gather fruit. There were several war-
riors with them-a guard, | presune.

After this cane other parties, and two or three

groups who passed out of the forest and up the cliff-face
to enter the sanme cave. | could not understand it. All
who cane out had energed fromthe sanme cave. Al

who returned reentered it. No other cave gave evidence
of habitation, and no cave but one of extraordinary

size coul d have accommopdated all the people whom I

had seen pass in and out of its nouth.

For a long tine | sat and watched the com ng and

goi ng of great nunbers of the cave-folk. Not once did
one leave the cliff by any other opening save that from
which | had seen the first party come, nor did any
re-enter the cliff through another aperture.

What a cave it nust be, | thought, that houses an en-
tire tribe! But dissatisfied of the truth of ny surm se, |
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climbed higher anmong the branches of the tree that |
m ght get a better view of other portions of the cliff.
H gh above the ground | reached a point whence

could see the sutmit of the hill. Evidently it was a flat-
topped butte simlar to that on which dwelt the tribe

of G-gr-gr.

As | sat gazing at it a figure appeared at the very

edge. It was that of a young girl in whose hair was a

gor geous bl oom pl ucked from sone flowering tree of

the forest. | had seen her pass beneath nme but a short

whil e before and enter the snall cave that had
swal  owed all of the returning tribesnen.

The nystery was solved. The cave was but the nouth

of a passage that |led upward through the cliff to the
sunmit of the hill. It served nerely as an avenue from
their lofty citadel to the valley bel ow.

No sooner had the truth flashed upon nme than the
realization came that | must seek some other neans of
reaching the village, for to pass unobserved through this
wel | -travel ed t horoughfare woul d be inpossible. At the
monent there was no one in sight belownme, so | slid

qui ckly fromny arboreal watch-tower to the ground

and noved rapidly away to the right with the intention

of circling the hill if necessary until | had found an un-
wat ched spot where | m ght have sone slight chance of
scaling the heights and reaching the top unseen

I kept close to the edge of the forest, in the very nidst

of which the hill seemed to rise. Though | carefully
scanned the cliff as | traversed its base, | saw no sign of
any other entrance than that to which ny guides had

| ed ne.

After sone little tinme the roar of the sea broke upon
my ears. Shortly after | cane upon the broad ocean

whi ch breaks at this point at the very foot of the great
hill where Hooja had found safe refuge for hinself and
his villains.

I was just about to clanber along the jagged rocks
which lie at the base of the cliff next to the sea, in
search of sone foothold to the top, when | chanced to
see a canoe rounding the end of the island. | threw ny-
sel f down behind a | arge boul der where | coul d watch
the dugout and its occupants wi thout nyself being seen

They paddl ed toward nme for a while and then, about

a hundred yards fromme, they turned straight in
toward the foot of the frowning cliffs. Fromwhere | was
it seemed that they were bent upon self-destruction,
since the roar of the breakers beating upon the perpen-

di cul ar rock-face appeared to offer only death to any one
who m ght venture within their relentless clutch.

A mass of rock woul d soon hide themfromny view,

but so keen was the excitenment of the instant that |
could not refrain fromcrawing forward to a point
whence | could watch the dashing of the small craft to
pi eces on the jagged rocks that | ooned before her, al-
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though | risked discovery from above to acconplish ny
desi gn.

When | had reached a point where | could again

see the dugout, | was just intime to see it glide un-
har med between two needl e-poi nted sentinels of granite
and float quietly upon the unruffled bosomof a tiny
cove.

Again | crouched behind a boul der to observe what

woul d next transpire; nor did | have long to wait.

The dugout, which contained but two nmen, was drawn

close to the rocky wall. A fiber rope, one end of which
was tied to the boat, was nmade fast about a projection of
the cliff face.

Then the two men commenced the ascent of the

al nost perpendicular wall toward the sunmit severa
hundred feet above. | |ooked on in amazenent, for,
splendid clinbers though the cave nen of Pell ucidar
are, | never before had seen so renarkable a feat per-
fornmed. Upwardly they noved without a pause, to dis-
appear at |ast over the summit.

VWen | felt reasonably sure that they had gone for

a while at least | crawl ed fromny hiding-place and

at the risk of a broken neck | eaped and scranbled to the
spot where their canoe was noored.

If they had scaled that cliff | could, and if | couldn't
I should die in the attenpt.

But when | turned to the acconplishnment of the task

I found it easier than | had inmagined it would be, since
I imediately discovered that shallow hand and f oot -

hol ds had been scooped in the cliff's rocky face, formng
a crude | adder fromthe base to the sunmit.

At last |I reached the top, and very glad | was, too.
Cautiously | raised ny head until my eyes were above

the cliff-crest. Before me spread a rough mesa, liberally
sprinkled with | arge boul ders. There was no village in
sight nor any living creature.

I drew nyself to level ground and stood erect. A few
trees grew anong the boulders. Very carefully | ad-
vanced fromtree to tree and boul der to boul der toward
the inland end of the mesa. | stopped often to listen
and | ook cautiously about nme in every direction

How | wi shed that | had ny revolvers and rifl el

woul d not have to wormny way |ike a scared cat

toward Hooja's village, nor did | relish doing so now, but
Dian's |life mght hinge upon the success of ny venture,
and so | could not afford to take chances. To have net
suddenly with di scovery and had a score or nore of

armed warriors upon me might have been very grand

and heroic; but it would have i mediately put an end

to all nmy earthly activities, nor have acconplished

aught in the service of Dian.

Well, | nust have traveled nearly a mle across that
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mesa Wt hout seeing a sign of anyone, when all of a sud-
den, as | crept around the edge of a boulder, | ran
plunmp into a man, down on all fours like nyself, craw -
ing toward rme.

CHAPTER X
THE RAI D ON THE CAVE- PRI SON

H s head was turned over his shoulder as | first saw
hi m -he was | ooki ng back toward the village. As I

| eaped for himhis eyes fell upon ne. Never inny life
have | seen a nore surprised nortal than this poor cave
man. Before he could utter a single scream of warning or
alarm| had ny fingers on his throat and had dragged

hi m behi nd the boul der, where | proceeded to sit upon
him while | figured out what | had best do with him

He struggled a little at first, but finally lay still, and
so | released the pressure of ny fingers at his w ndpi pe,
for which | inmagine he was quite thankful--1 know

that | shoul d have been.

| hated to kill himin cold blood; but what else | was

to do with himl could not see, for to turn himloose
woul d have been nerely to have the entire vill age

aroused and down upon ne in a nonent. The fellow

lay looking up at me with the surprise still deeply wit-
ten on his countenance. At last, all of a sudden, a |ook
of recognition entered his eyes.

"l have seen you before," he said. "I saw you in the
arena at the Mahars' city of Phutra when the thipdars
dragged the tarag fromyou and your nmate. | never
understood that. Afterward they put ne in the arena
with two warriors from Gonbul . "

He smled in recollection

"It would have been the sane had there been ten
warriors from Gonbul. | slew them w nning ny free-
dom Look!"

He half turned his |l eft shoul der toward nme, exhibiting
the newly heal ed scar of the Mahars' branded nark.

"Then," he continued, "as | was returning to ny peo-

ple I nmet sone of themfleeing. They told nme that

one called Hooja the Sly One had cone and sei zed our
village, putting our people into slavery. So | hurried
hither to learn the truth, and, sure enough, here | found
Hooj a and his wicked men living in ny village, and ny
father's people but slaves anong them

"l was di scovered and captured, but Hooja did not

kill me. | amthe chief's son, and through nme he hoped
towin ny father's warriors back to the village to help
himin a great war he says that he will soon conmence.

"Among his prisoners is Dian the Beautiful One,
whose brother, Dacor the Strong One, chief of Anpz,
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once saved ny life when he cane to Thuria to steal a

mate. | hel ped himcapture her, and we are good
friends. So when | learned that Dian the Beautiful One
was Hooja's prisoner, | told himthat | would not aid him

if he harned her.

"Recently one of Hooja's warriors overheard me tal k-

ing with another prisoner. W were planning to conbine
all the prisoners, seize weapons, and when nost of
Hooja's warriors were away, slay the rest and retake our
hilltop. Had we done so we could have held it, for there
are only two entrances--the narrow tunnel at one end

and the steep path up the cliffs at the other.

"But when Hooja heard what we had pl anned he was

very angry, and ordered that | die. They bound ne
hand and foot and placed nme in a cave until all the
warriors should return to witness ny death; but while
they were away | heard sonmeone calling nme in a
muf f| ed voi ce which seened to come fromthe wall of
the cave. Wen | replied the voice, which was

a woman's, told nme that she had overheard all that
had passed between nme and those who had brought ne
thither, and that she was Dacor's sister and would find
a way to help ne.

"Presently a little hole appeared in the wall at the
poi nt fromwhich the voice had cone. After a time |
saw a worman's hand digging with a bit of stone. Dacor's
sister made a hole in the wall between the cave where

I lay bound and that in which she had been confi ned,

and soon she was by mny side and had cut ny bonds.

"W tal ked then, and | offered to make the attenpt to
take her away and back to the |l and of Sari, where she
told ne she would be able to | earn the whereabouts of
her mate. Just now | was going to the other end of the
island to see if a boat lay there, and if the way was
clear for our escape. Modst of the boats are al ways away
now, for a great many of Hooja's nen and nearly all the
sl aves are upon the Island of Trees, where Hooja is hav-
ing many boats built to carry his warriors across the
water to the mouth of a great river which he discovered
whil e he was returning fromPhutra--a vast river that
enpties into the sea there."

The speaker pointed toward the northeast.
"It is wide and snooth and slowrunning alnost to the
| and of Sari," he added.

"And where is Dian the Beautiful One now?" | asked.

I had released ny prisoner as soon as | found that he
was Hooj a's eneny, and now the pair of us were squat-
ting beside the boulder while he told his story.

"She returned to the cave where she had been im
prisoned,"” he replied, "and is awaiting nme there."

"There is no danger that Hooja will cone while you
are away?"
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"Hooja is upon the Island of Trees," he replied.

"Can you direct me to the cave so that | can find it
al one?" | asked.

He said he could, and in the strange yet explicit fash-
ion of the Pellucidarians he explained mnutely how

m ght reach the cave where he had been i nprisoned,

and through the hole inits wall reach D an.

| thought it best for but one of us to return, since two
could acconplish but little nore than one and woul d
doubl e the risk of discovery. |In the neantine he could
make his way to the sea and guard the boat, which

told himlay there at the foot of the cliff.

I told himto await us at the cliff-top, and if Dian

came alone to do his best to get away with her and take

her to Sari, as | thought it quite possible that, in case of
detection and pursuit, it mght be necessary for me to

hol d off Hooja's people while Dian made her way al one

to where nmy new friend was to await her. | inpressed

upon himthe fact that he m ght have to resort to trick-

ery or even to force to get Dian to | eave nme; but | made

hi m prom se that he would sacrifice everything, even his
life, in an attenpt to rescue Dacor's sister.

Then we parted--he to take up his position where he
could watch the boat and await Dian, | to crawl cau-
tiously on toward the caves. | had no difficulty in fol-
|l owing the directions given ne by Juag, the nane by

whi ch Dacor's friend said he was called. There was the

| eaning tree, ny first point he told ne to |l ook for after
roundi ng the boul der where we had net. After that |
crawl ed to the bal anced rock, a huge boul der resting
upon a tiny base no |arger than the pal mof your hand.

Fromhere | had ny first view of the village of caves.

A low bluff ran diagonally across one end of the nesa,
and in the face of this bluff were the nouths of many
caves. Zig-zag trails led up to them and narrow | edges
scooped fromthe face of the soft rock connected those
upon the sane | evel

The cave in which Juag had been confined was at the

extreme end of the cliff nearest ne. By taking advan-

tage of the bluff itself, | could approach within a few
feet of the aperture wi thout being visible from any

other cave. There were few people about at the tineg;

most of these were congregated at the foot of the far

end of the bluff, where they were so engrossed in ex-

cited conversation that | felt but little fear of detection
However | exercised the greatest care in approaching

the cliff. After watching for a while until | caught an in-
stant when every head was turned away from ne, |

darted, rabbitlike, into the cave.

Li ke many of the man-nade caves of Pellucidar, this

one consisted of three chanbers, one behind anot her,

and all unlit except for what sunlight filtered in through
the external opening. The result was gradually increas-

i ng darkness as one passed into each succeedi ng cham
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ber.

In the last of the three | could just distinguish objects,

and that was all. As | was groping around the walls
for the hole that should lead into the cave where Dian
was inprisoned, | heard a man's voice quite close to ne.

The speaker had evidently but just entered, for he
spoke in a loud tone, demandi ng the whereabouts of
one whom he had cone in search of.

"Where are you, worman?" he cried. "Hooja has sent
for you."

And then a woman's voi ce answered him
"And what does Hooja want of nme?"

The voice was Dian's. | groped in the direction of the
sounds, feeling for the hole.

"He wi shes you brought to the Island of Trees,"
replied the man; "for he is ready to take you as his
mat e. "

"I will not go," said Dian. "I will die first."
"I amsent to bring you, and bring you |l shall."
I could hear himcrossing the cave toward her.

Frantically | clawed the wall of the cave in which
was in an effort to find the elusive aperture that would
lead me to Dian's side.

| heard the sound of a scuffle in the next cave. Then
nmy fingers sank into |oose rock and earth in the side
of the cave. In an instant | realized why | had been
unable to find the opening while | had been lightly
feeling the surface of the walls--Di an had bl ocked up
the hol e she had nade lest it arouse suspicion and
lead to an early discovery of Juag's escape.

Pl ungi ng ny wei ght agai nst the crunbling nass,
sent it crashing into the adjoining cavern. Wth it came

|, David, Emperor of Pellucidar. | doubt if any other
potentate in a world' s history ever nade a nore un-
dignified entrance. | landed head first on all fours, but

I came quickly and was on ny feet before the man
in the dark guessed what had happened.

He saw ne, though, when | arose and, sensing that

no friend cane thus precipitately, turned to neet ne
even as | charged him | had ny stone knife in ny
hand, and he had his. In the darkness of the cave
there was little opportunity for a display of science,
though even at that | venture to say that we fought

a very pretty duel

Before | canme to Pellucidar | do not recall that

ever had seen a stone knife, and | amsure that | never
fought with a knife of any description; but now | do
not have to take ny hat off to any of them when it
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comes to wielding that prinmitive yet wi cked weapon.

I could just see Dian in the darkness, but | knew

that she could not see ny features or recogni ze mne;

and | enjoyed in anticipation, even while | was fighting
for her life and m ne, her dear joy when she shoul d

di scover that it was | who was her deliverer.

My opponent was | arge, but he also was active and

no nean knife-man. He caught ne once fairly in the
shoul der--1 carry the scar yet, and shall carry it to
the grave. And then he did a foolish thing, for as
| eaped back to gain a second in which to calmthe
shock of the wound he rushed after me and tried to
clinch. He rather neglected his knife for the nonent
in his greater desire to get his hands on ne. Seeing
the opening, | swung ny left fist fairly to the point
of his jaw

Down he went. Before ever he could scranble up
again | was on himand had buried ny knife in his
heart. Then | stood up--and there was Di an facing
me and peering at nme through the dense gl oom

"You are not Juag!" she exclained. "Wo are you?"
| took a step toward her, ny arns outstretched.
"It isl, Dian," | said. "It is David."

At the sound of ny voice she gave a little cry in

which tears were mngled--a pathetic little cry that
told me all w thout words how far hope had gone from
her--and then she ran forward and threw herself in

my arnms. | covered her perfect |lips and her beautifu
face with kisses, and stroked her thick black hair, and
told her again and agai n what she al ready knew -what
she had known for years--that | |oved her better

than all else which two worlds had to offer. W couldn't
devote much tine, though, to the happi ness of I|ove-

maki ng, for we were in the mdst of enem es who

m ght discover us at any nonent.

| drew her into the adjoining cave. Thence we nade

our way to the nmouth of the cave that had given ne
entrance to the cliff. Here | reconnoitered for a no-
ment, and seeing the coast clear, ran swiftly forth with
Dian at ny side. W dodged around the cliff-end,

then paused for an instant, listening. No sound reached
our ears to indicate that any had seen us, and we

nmoved cautiously onward al ong the way by which |

had cone.

As we went Dian told ne that her captors had in-
fornmed her how close | had cone in search of her--
even to the Land of Awful Shadow -and how one of
Hooj a' s nen who knew me had di scovered ne asl eep

and robbed ne of all ny possessions. And then how
Hooja had sent four others to find ne and take ne
prisoner. But these nen, she said, had not yet re-
turned, or at |east she had not heard of their return
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"Nor will you ever," | responded, "for they have gone
to that place whence none ever returns." | then rel ated
my adventure with these four.

We had come alnpst to the cliff-edge where Juag

shoul d be awaiting us when we saw two nen wal ki ng
rapidly toward the same spot from another direction.
They did not see us, nor did they see Juag, whom I

now di scovered hiding behind a | ow bush close to the
verge of the precipice which drops into the sea at this
point. As quickly as possible, wthout exposing our-
selves too nuch to the eneny, we hastened forward

that we m ght reach Juag as quickly as they.

But they noticed himfirst and i mredi ately charged

him for one of them had been his guard, and they

had both been sent to search for him his escape having
been di scovered between the time he left the cave

and the tinme when | reached it. Evidently they had
wast ed precious nonents |ooking for himin other
portions of the nesa.

When | saw that the two of them were rushing him

| called out to attract their attention to the fact that
they had nore than a single nan to cope with. They
paused at the sound of ny voice and | ooked about.

When they discovered Dian and nme they exchanged

a few words, and one of them continued toward Juag

whil e the other turned upon us. As he came nearer

| saw that he carried in his hand one of ny six-shooters,
but he was holding it by the barrel, evidently m staking
it for some sort of warclub or tomahawk.

I could scarce refrain a grin when | thought of the

wast ed possibilities of that deadly revolver in the hands
of an untutored warrior of the stone age. Had he but
reversed it and pulled the trigger he mght still be
alive; maybe he is for all |I know, since | did not kil

hi mthen. Wen he was about twenty feet fromne

I flung ny javelin with a quick novenent that | had

| earned from Ghak. He ducked to avoid it, and instead

of receiving it in his heart, for which it was intended,
he got it on the side of the head.

Down he went all in a heap. Then |I glanced toward

Juag. He was having a nost exciting tine. The fellow
pitted agai nst Juag was a veritable giant; he was hack-
ing and hewi ng away at the poor slave with a villai nous-
| ooki ng knife that m ght have been designed for butch-
ering nmastodons. Step by step, he was forcing Juag
back toward the edge of the cliff with a fiendish cunning
that permtted his adversary no chance to side-step

the terrible consequences of retreat in this direction

| saw quickly that in another nmonent Juag nust de-
liberately hurl hinself to death over the precipice or
be pushed over by his foenan.

And as | saw Juag's predicament | saw, too, in the

same instant, a way to relieve him Leaping quickly

to the side of the fellow | had just felled, |I snatched
up nmy fallen revolver. It was a desperate chance to
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take, and | realized it in the instant that | threw the
gun up fromny hip and pulled the trigger. There was
no time to aim Juag was upon the very brink of the
chasm His relentless foe was pushing himhard, beat-
ing at himfuriously with the heavy knife.

And then the revol ver spoke--loud and sharp. The
gi ant threw his hands above his head, whirled about
Ii ke a huge top, and lunged forward over the precipice.

And Juag?

He cast a single affrighted glance in ny direction--
never before, of course, had he heard the report of a
firearm-and with a how of dismy he, too, turned

and pl unged headforenost from sight. Horror-struck,

I hastened to the brink of the abyss just in tine to see
two splashes upon the surface of the little cove bel ow

For an instant | stood there watching with Di an at
my side. Then, to ny utter amazenent, | saw Juag rise
to the surface and swmstrongly toward the boat.

The fell ow had di ved that incredible distance and
come up unhar ned!

| called to himto await us bel ow, assuring himthat
he need have no fear of nmy weapon, since it would
harmonly ny enem es. He shook his head and mnut-
tered sonething which | could not hear at so great a
di stance; but when | pushed him he prom sed to wait
for us. At the sane instant D an caught nmy arm and
poi nted toward the village. M shot had brought a
crowd of natives on the run toward us.

The fell ow whom | had stunned with ny javelin had
regai ned consci ousness and scranbled to his feet. He
was now racing as fast as he could go back toward his
people. It |ooked mghty dark for Dian and ne with
that ghastly descent between us and even the begin-
nings of liberty, and a horde of savage enem es ad-
vancing at a rapid run.

There was but one hope. That was to get Dian

started for the bottomw thout delay. | took her in ny

arns just for an instant--1 felt, sonehow, that it m ght
be for the last tine. For the life of nme | couldn't see
how both of us coul d escape.

| asked her if she could nmake the descent al one--

if she were not afraid. She smiled up at ne bravely

and shrugged her shoul ders. She afraid! So beautiful

is she that | am always having difficulty in renenbering
that she is a prinmtive, half-savage cave girl of the stone
age, and often find nyself nentally liniting her ca-
pacities to those of the effete and overcivilized beauties
of the outer crust.

"And you?" she asked as she swung over the edge of
the cliff.

"I shall follow you after | take a shot or two at our
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friends," | replied. "I just want to give thema taste of
this new medi ci ne which is going to cure Pell ucidar
of all its ills. That will stop themlong enough for ne

to join you. Now hurry, and tell Juag to be ready to
shove off the nonent | reach the boat, or the instant
that it beconmes apparent that | cannot reach it.

"You, Dian, nust return to Sari if anything happens

to ne, that you nmay devote your life to carrying out
with Perry the hopes and plans for Pellucidar that are
so dear to ny heart. Pronise ne, dear."

She hated to promise to desert nme, nor woul d she;

only shaking her head and neki ng no nove to descend.

The tribesnmen were nearing us. Juag was shouting up

to us frombelow. It was evident that he realized from
my actions that | was attenpting to persuade Dian to
descend, and that grave danger threatened us from
above.

"Divel" he cried. "Dive!"

I 1 ooked at Dian and then down at the abyss bel ow
us. The cove appeared no | arger than a saucer. How
Juag ever had hit it | could not guess.

"Dive!" cried Juag. "It is the only way--there is no
time to clinb down."

CHAPTER XI

ESCAPE

D an gl anced downward and shuddered. Her tribe
were hill people--they were not accustoned to swim
m ng other than in quiet rivers and placid | akel ets.
It was not the steep that appalled her. It was the

ocean--vast, nysterious, terrible.

To dive into it fromthis great height was beyond

her. | couldn't wonder, either. To have attenpted it
nmysel f seenmed too preposterous even for thought. Only
one consideration could have pronpted ne to | eap

headf orenbst fromthat giddy hei ght--suicide; or at

| east so | thought at the nonent.

"Quick!" | urged Dian. "You cannot dive; but | can
hold themuntil you reach safety."

"And you?" she asked once nore. "Can you dive
when they come too close? Ot herw se you coul d not
escape if you waited here until | reached the bottom"”

| saw that she would not |eave ne unl ess she thought
that | could nmake that frightful dive as we had seen
Juag neke it. | glanced once downward; then with a
mental shrug | assured her that | would dive the no-

ment that she reached the boat. Satisfied, she began
the descent carefully, yet swiftly. | watched her for a
monent, my heart in ny nouth | est sone slight ms-

step or the slipping of a finger-hold should pitch her
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to a frightful death upon the rocks bel ow

Then | turned toward the advanci ng Hooj ans- -
"Hoosiers," Perry dubbed them-even going so far as

to christen this island where Hooja held sway | ndi ana;
it is so marked now upon our maps. They were com ng
on at a great rate. | raised ny revolver, took deliberate
aimat the forenmost warrior, and pulled the trigger.
Wth the bark of the gun the fellow | unged forward.

H s head doubl ed beneath him He rolled over and

over two or three times before he came to a stop, to
lie very quietly in the thick grass anong the brilliant
wild flowers.

Those behind himhalted. One of themhurled a

javelin toward ne, but it fell short--they were just
beyond javelin-range. There were two arnmed with bows

and arrows; these | kept ny eyes on. Al of them
appeared awe-struck and frightened by the sound and
effect of the firearm They kept |ooking fromthe corpse
to ne and jabbering anong thensel ves.

| took advantage of the lull in hostilities to throw
a quick glance over the edge toward Dian. She was
hal f-way down the cliff and progressing finely. Then
I turned back toward the eneny. One of the bownen

was fitting an arrow to his bow. | raised ny hand.
"Stop!" | cried. "Whoever shoots at me or advances
toward me | shall kill as | killed him"

| pointed at the dead man. The fellow lowered his

bow. Again there was ani mated di scussion. | could see
that those who were not arned with bows were urging
sonet hi ng upon the two who were.

At last the majority appeared to prevail, for simul-
taneously the two archers raised their weapons. At the
sane instant | fired at one of them dropping himin
his tracks. The other, however, l|aunched his mssile,
but the report of ny gun had given himsuch a start
that the arrow flew wi |l d above ny head. A second after
and he, too, was spraw ed upon the sward with a round
hol e between his eyes. It had been a rather good shot.

I glanced over the edge again. Dian was al nost at
the bottom | could see Juag standing just beneath her
with his hands upstretched to assist her.

A sullen roar fromthe warriors recalled ny attention
toward them They stood shaking their fists at ne and
yelling insults. Fromthe direction of the village | saw
a single warrior comng to join them He was a huge
fellow, and when he strode anong them | could tel

by his bearing and their deference toward himthat he
was a chieftain. He listened to all they had to tell of
the happenings of the last few minutes; then with a
command and a roar he started for ne with the whole
pack at his heels. Al they had needed had arrived--
nanely, a brave | eader.

I had two unfired cartridges in the chanbers of ny
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gun. | let the big warrior have one of them thinking
that his death would stop themall. But | guess they
were worked up to such a frenzy of rage by this time
that nothing woul d have stopped them At any rate,
they only yelled the |ouder as he fell and increased
their speed toward ne. | dropped another with ny
remai ning cartridge.

Then they were upon me--or alnmost. | thought of

my prom se to Dian--the awful abyss was behind me
--a big devil with a huge bludgeon in front of rme.

| grasped ny six-shooter by the barrel and hurled it
squarely in his face with all ny strength.

Then, without waiting to learn the effect of ny throw,

I wheeled, ran the few steps to the edge, and | eaped

as far out over that frightful chasmas |I could. | know
sonet hing of diving, and all that | know | put into

that dive, which | was positive would be ny |ast.

For a couple of hundred feet | fell in horizonta
position. The nmonmentum | gained was terrific. | could
feel the air alnost as a solid body, so swiftly | hurtled
through it. Then ny position gradually changed to the
vertical, and with hands outstretched | slipped through
the air, cleaving it like a flying arrow. Just before
struck the water a perfect shower of javelins fell all
about. M enem es bad rushed to the brink and hurled
their weapons after nme. By a miracle | was untouched.

In the final instant | saw that | had cleared the
rocks and was going to strike the water fairly. Then
I was in and plunbing the depths. | suppose | didn't
really go very far down, but it seemed to me that |
shoul d never stop. Wen at |last | dared curve ny
hands upward and divert ny progress toward the sur-
face, | thought that |I should explode for air before
I ever saw the sun again except through a swirl of
water. But at |last ny bead popped above the waves,
and | filled nmy lungs with air.

Before nme was the boat, from which Juag and Di an

were clanbering. | couldn't understand why they were
deserting it now, when we were about to set out for

the mainland in it; but when | reached its side | under-
stood. Two heavy javelins, mssing D an and Juag by

but a hair's breadth, had sunk deep into the bottom of
the dugout in a straight line with the grain of the
wood, and split her alnpbst in two fromstemto stern
She was usel ess.

Juag was | eani ng over a near-by rock, his hand out-
stretched to aid ne in clanbering to his side; nor did
I lose any time in availing nyself of his proffered as-
si stance. An occasional javelin was still dropping
perilously close to us, so we hastened to draw as cl ose
as possible to the cliffside, where we were conpara-
tively safe fromthe mssiles

Here we held a brief conference, in which it was
deci ded that our only hope now lay in making for the
opposite end of the island as quickly as we coul d,
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and utilizing the boat that | had hidden there, to con-
tinue our journey to the mainland.

Gathering up three of the | east damaged javelins

that had fallen about us, we set out upon our journey,
keeping well toward the south side of the island, which
Juag said was | ess frequented by the Hoojans than

the central portion where the river ran. | think that
this ruse nmust have thrown our pursuers off our track
since we saw not hing of them nor heard any sound

of pursuit during the greater portion of our march the
I ength of the island.

But the way Juag had chosen was rough and round-
about, so that we consunmed one or two nore marches
in covering the distance than if we had followed the
river. This it was which proved our undoi ng.

Those who sought us must have sent a party up the

river inmmediately after we escaped; for when we cane

at last onto the river-trail not far from our destination,
there can be no doubt but that we were seen by

Hooj ans who were just ahead of us on the stream

The result was that as we were passing through a

clunmp of bush a score of warriors |eaped out upon us,

and before we could scarce strike a blow in defense,

had di sarnmed and bound us.

For a tinme thereafter | seemed to be entirely bereft

of hope. | could see no ray of pronmise in the future--
only imredi ate death for Juag and me, which didn't
concern me nuch in the face of what lay in store for

D an.

Poor child! What an awful life she had | ed! From

the moment that | had first seen her chained in the

sl ave caravan of the Mahars until now, a prisoner of

a no less cruel creature, | could recall but a few brief
intervals of peace and quiet in her tenpestuous ex-

i stence. Before | had known her, Jubal the Ugly One
had pursued her across a savage world to make her his
mate. She had eluded him and finally I had slain him
but terror and privations, and exposure to fierce beasts
had haunted her footsteps during all her lonely flight
fromhim And when | had returned to the outer

world the old trials had recommenced with Hooja in
Jubal's role. | could al nost have w shed for death to
vouchsafe her that peace which fate seened to deny

her in this life.

| spoke to her on the subject, suggesting that we
expire together.

"Do not fear, David," she replied. "I shall end mny
life before ever Hooja can harmme; but first | shal
see that Hooja dies."

She drew fromher breast a little | eathern thong,
to the end of which was fastened a tiny pouch

"What have you there?" | asked.
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"Do you recall that tine you stepped upon the thing
you call viper in your world?" she asked.

| nodded.

"The accident gave you the idea for the poi soned
arrows with which we fitted the warriors of the em
pire," she continued. "And, too, it gave ne an idea.
For a long tine | have carried a viper's fang in ny
bosom It has given nme strength to endure many dan-
gers, for it has always assured ne inmmunity fromthe
ultimate insult. | amnot ready to die yet. First let
Hooj a enbrace the viper's fang."

So we did not die together, and I am gl ad now

that we did not. It is always a foolish thing to con-
tenpl ate suicide; for no matter how dark the future

may appear today, tonorrow may hold for us that

which will alter our whole Iife in an instant, revealing
to us nothing but sunshine and happi ness. So, for ny
part, | shall always wait for tonorrow.

In Pellucidar, where it is always today, the wait

may not be so long, and so it proved for us. As we

were passing a lofty, flat-topped hill through a park-

i ke wood a perfect network of fiber ropes fell suddenly
about our guard, enneshing them A nmonent |ater

a horde of our friends, the hairy gorilla-men, with the
mld eyes and | ong faces of sheep | eaped ampong t hem

It was a very interesting fight. | was sorry that ny
bonds prevented ne fromtaking part in it, but | urged
on the brutenmen with ny voice, and cheered ol d
G-gr-gr, their chief, each tine that his mghty jaws
crunched out the Iife of a Hoojan. Wen the battle
was over we found that a few of our captors had
escaped, but the npjority of themlay dead about us.
The gorilla-men paid no further attention to them
G-gr-gr turned to ne.

"Gr-gr-gr and all his people are your friends," he
said. "One saw the warriors of the Sly One and fol -

| owned them He saw them capture you, and then he
flewto the village as fast as he could go and told ne
all that he had seen. The rest you know. You did nuch
for Gr-gr-gr and G-gr-gr's people. W shall always do
much for you."

I thanked hinm and when | had told himof our
escape and our destination, he insisted on accom
panying us to the sea with a great number of his

fierce males. Nor were we at all loath to accept his
escort. W found the canoe where | had hidden it,
and bidding G-gr-gr and his warriors farewell, the

three of us enbarked for the mainl and.

I questioned Juag upon the feasibility of attenpting

to cross to the nouth of the great river of which he
had told nme, and up which he said we m ght paddle

al nrost to Sari; but he urged nme not to attenpt it,
since we had but a single paddle and no water or

food. | had to admt the wi sdom of his advice, but the
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desire to explore this great waterway was strong upon

me, arousing in nme at last a determination to nake

the attenpt after first gaining the mainland and rectify-
i ng our deficiencies.

W | anded several miles north of Thuria in alittle
cove that seened to offer protection fromthe heavier
seas whi ch sometines run, even upon these usually
pacific oceans of Pellucidar. Here | outlined to Dian
and Juag the plans | had in mnd. They were to fit
the canoe with a small sail, the purposes of which

I had to explain to them both--since neither had ever
seen or heard of such a contrivance before. Then they
were to hunt for food which we could transport with
us, and prepare a receptacle for water.

These two latter itens were nore in Juag's |ine, but
he kept nuttering about the sail and the wind for
along tine. | could see that he was not even half
convi nced that any such ridicul ous contraption could
make a canoe nove through the water.

We hunted near the coast for a while, but were pot
rewarded with any particular luck. Finally we decided
to hide the canoe and strike inland in search of gane.

At Juag's suggestion we dug a hole in the sand at the
upper edge of the beach and buried the craft, snooth-

ing the surface over nicely and throwi ng asi de the excess
mat eri al we had excavated. Then we set out away
fromthe sea. Traveling in Thuria is | ess arduous than
under the nidday sun which perpetually glares down

on the rest of Pellucidar's surface; but it has its draw
backs, one of which is the depressing influence exerted
by the everlasting shade of the Land of Awful Shadow.

The farther inland we went the darker it becane,

until we were nmoving at |last through an endl ess tw -
light. The vegetation here was sparse and of a weird,
col orl ess nature, though what did grow was wondrous

in shape and form COten we saw huge lidi, or beasts
of burden, striding across the di mlandscape, browsing
upon the grotesque vegetation or drinking fromthe
slow and sullen rivers that run down fromthe Lidi
Plains to enpty into the sea in Thuri a.

What we sought was either a thag--a sort of gigantic

el k--or one of the larger species of antel ope, the flesh
of either of which dries nicely in the sun. The bl adder
of the thag would nmake a fine water-bottle, and its
skin, | figured, would be a good sail. W traveled a
consi derabl e di stance inland, entirely crossing the Land
of Awful Shadow and energing at |ast upon that portion
of the Lidi Plains which lies in the pleasant sunlight.
Above us the pendent world revol ved upon its axis,
filling me especially--and Dian to an al nbst equal state
--with wonder and insatiable curiosity as to what
strange forns of |ife existed anong the hills and valleys
and al ong the seas and rivers, which we could plainly
see.

Before us stretched the horizonl ess expanses of vast
Pellucidar, the Lidi Plains rolling up about us, while
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hangi ng high in the heavens to the northwest of us
I thought | discerned the many towers whi ch marked
the entrances to the distant Mahar city, whose in-
habi tants preyed upon the Thuri ans.

Juag suggested that we travel to the northeast, where,
he said, upon the verge of the plain we would find

a wooded country in which game shoul d be plentiful
Acting upon his advice, we cane at last to a forest-
jungl e, through which wound innunerabl e gane- pat hs.

In the depths of this forbidding wood we canme upon
the fresh spoor of thag.

Shortly after, by careful stalking, we cane within
javelin-range of a small herd. Selecting a great bull,
Juag and | hurled our weapons sinultaneously, Dian
reserving hers for an energency. The beast staggered

to his feet, bellowing. The rest of the herd was up and
away in an instant, only the wounded bull remaining,
with | owered head and roving eyes searching for the

f oe.

Then Juag exposed hinself to the view of the bull--

it is a part of the tactics of the hunt--while | stepped
to one side behind a bush. The nonent that the savage
beast saw Juag he charged him Juag ran strai ght away,
that the bull mght be lured past ny hiding-place. On
he cane--tons of mghty bestial strength and rage.

Di an had slipped behind ne. She, too, could fight a
thag shoul d energency require. Ah, such a girl! A
rightful enpress of a stone age by every standard which
two worlds mght bring to nmeasure her

Crashi ng down toward us came the bull thag, bel-

|l owi ng and snorting, with the power of a hundred
outer-earthly bulls. Wen he was opposite ne | sprang
for the heavy mane that covered his huge neck. To
tangle ny fingers in it was the work of but an instant.
Then | was running along at the beast's shoul der.

Now, the theory upon which this hunting customis
based is one | ong ago discovered by experience, and
that is that a thag cannot be turned from his charge
once he has started toward the object of his wath,

so long as he can still see the thing he charges. He
evidently believes that the man clinging to his nmane
is attenpting to restrain himfromovertaking his prey,
and so he pays no attention to this eneny, who, of
course, does not retard the mghty charge in the |east.

Once in the gait of the plunging bull, it was but

a slight matter to vault to his back, as caval rynmen
mount their chargers upon the run. Juag was still run-
ning in plain sight ahead of the bull. H's speed was

but a trifle less than that of the nonster that pursued
him These Pellucidarians are alnost as fleet as deer;
because | amnot is one reason that | am al ways chosen

for the close-in work of the thag-hunt. | could not keep
in front of a charging thag | ong enough to give the
killer tinme to do his work. | learned that the first--

and last--tine | tried it.
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Once astride the bull's neck, | drew ny |ong stone
knife and, setting the point carefully over the brute's
spine, drove it home with both hands. At the sane in-
stant | |eaped clear of the stumbling aninmal. Now, no
vertebrate can progress far with a knife through his
spine, and the thag is no exception to the rule.

The fell ow was down instantly. As he wal |l owed

Juag returned, and the two of us |eaped in when an
openi ng afforded the opportunity and snatched our
javelins fromhis side. Then we danced about him
more |ike two savages than anything else, until we

got the opening we were | ooking for, when simulta-
neously, our javelins pierced his wild heart, stilling
it forever.

The thag had covered considerable ground fromthe
point at which | had | eaped upon him Wen, after

despatching him 1 |ooked back for Dian, | could see
not hing of her. | called aloud, but receiving no reply,
set out at a brisk trot to where | had left her. 1 had

no difficulty in finding the self-sane bush behi nd which
we had hidden, but Dian was not there. Again and

again | called, to be rewarded only by silence. Were
coul d she be? What coul d have becone of her in

the brief interval since | had seen her standing just
behi nd ne?

CHAPTER Xl |
KI DNAPED!

| searched about the spot carefully. At last | was re-
war ded by the discovery of her javelin, a few yards
fromthe bush that had conceal ed us fromthe charging
thag--her javelin and the indications of a struggle
reveal ed by the tranpl ed vegetati on and the overl ap-
ping footprints of a wonan and a man. Filled with
consternation and dismay, | followed these latter to
where they suddenly di sappeared a hundred yards
fromwhere the struggle had occurred. There | saw

the huge inprints of alidi's feet.

The story of the tragedy was all too plain. A Thurian
had either been follow ng us, or had accidentally espied
D an and taken a fancy to her. Wile Juag and

had been engaged with the thag, he had abducted

her. | ran swiftly back to where Juag was wor ki ng
over the kill. As | approached him| saw that some-
thing was wong in this quarter as well, for the islander

was standi ng upon the carcass of the thag, his javelin
poi sed for a throw.

When | had cone nearer | saw the cause of his

bel ligerent attitude. Just beyond him stood two | arge
j al oks, or wolf-dogs, regarding himintently--a nale
and a fermale. Their behavior was rather peculiar, for
they did not seempreparing to charge him Rather

they were contenplating himin an attitude of question-
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i ng.

Juag heard ne comng and turned toward me with

a grin. These fellows |ove excitement. | could see by
hi s expression that he was enjoying in anticipation the
battl e that seened imminent. But he never hurled his
javelin. A shout of warning fromme stopped him for

I had seen the remmants of a rope dangling fromthe
neck of the male jalok

Juag again turned toward nme, but this tine in sur-
prise. | was abreast himin a nonent and, passing
him wal ked straight toward the two beasts. As | did
so the fenale crouched with bared fangs. The male,
however, |eaped forward to neet nme, not in deadly
charge, but with every expression of delight and joy
whi ch the poor animal could exhibit.

It was Raja--the jalok whose life | had saved, and
whom | then had tamed! There was no doubt that he

was glad to see me. | now think that his seem ng
desertion of me had been but due to a desire to search
out his ferocious mate and bring her, too, to live with
ne.

When Juag saw nme fondling the great beast he was

filled with consternation, but | did not have much

time to spare to Raja while ny mind was filled with

the grief of ny newloss. | was glad to see the brute,
and | lost no time in taking himto Juag and maki ng

hi m understand that Juag, too, was to be Raja's friend.
Wth the female the matter was nore difficult, but Raja
hel ped us out by grow i ng savagely at her whenever

she bared her fangs agai nst us.

I told Juag of the disappearance of Dian, and of

my suspicions as to the explanation of the catastrophe.
He wanted to start right out after her, but | suggested
that with Raja to help ne it mght be as well were

he to remain and skin the thag, renove its bl adder, and
then return to where we had hidden the canoe on the
beach. And so it was arranged that he was to do this
and await nme there for a reasonable tine. | pointed

to a great |ake upon the surface of the pendent world
above us, telling himthat if after this | ake had ap-
peared four tinmes | had not returned to go either by
water or land to Sari and fetch Ghak with an arny.

Then, calling Raja after ne, | set out after Dian and
her abductor. First | took the wolf dog to the spot
where the man had fought with Dian. A few paces

behind us followed Raja's fierce mate. | pointed to
the ground where the evidences of the struggle were

pl ai nest and where the scent nust have been strong

to Raja's nostrils.

Then | grasped the remant of |eash that hung about

hi s neck and urged himforward upon the trail. He

seenmed to understand. Wth nose to ground he set out

upon his task. Dragging ne after him he trotted straight
out upon the Lidi Plains, turning his steps in the direc-
tion of the Thurian village. | could have guessed as
nmuch!
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Behind us trailed the female. After a while she

cl osed upon us, until she ran quite close to ne and
at Raja's side. 1t was not |ong before she seened as
easy in ny conpany as did her lord and nmaster.

W nust have covered considerabl e distance at a

very rapid pace, for we had re-entered the great

shadow, when we saw a huge |idi ahead of us, noving

| eisurely across the level plain. Upon its back were two
human figures. |If | could have known that the jal oks
woul d not harm Dian | mght have turned them | oose

upon the lidi and its master; but | could not know,

and so dared take no chances.

However, the natter was taken out of ny hands

presently when Raja raised his head and caught sight

of his quarry. Wth a lunge that hurled nme flat and
jerked the | eash fromny hand, he was gone with the
speed of the wind after the giant lidi and its riders.
At his side raced his shaggy mate, only a trifle smaller
than he and no whit | ess savage.

They did not give tongue until the lidi itself dis-
covered them and broke into a |unbering, awkward,

but none the less rapid gallop. Then the two hound-
beasts comenced to bay, starting with a |ow, plaintive
note that rose, weird and hideous, to ternminate in a
series of short, sharp yelps. | feared that it night be
the hunting-call of the pack; and if this were true, there
woul d be slight chance for either Dian or her abductor
--or nyself, either, as far as that was concerned. So

I redoubled ny efforts to keep pace with the hunt;

but I might as well have attenpted to distance the

bird upon the wing; as | have often reninded you,

I amno runner. |n that instance it was just as well
that | amnot, for ny very slowness of foot played
into ny hands; while had | been fleeter, | m ght have

lost Dian that tinme forever

The lidi, with the hounds running cl ose on either

side, had al nbst di sappeared in the darkness that en-

vel oped the surroundi ng | andscape, when | noted that

it was bearing toward the right. This was accounted

for by the fact that Raja ran upon his left side, and
unlike his mate, kept |leaping for the great beast's shoul -
der. The man on the lidi's back was prodding at the
hyaenodon with his |ong spear, but still Raja kept
springi ng up and snappi ng.

The effect of this was to turn the lidi toward the
right, and the longer | watched the procedure the nore
convinced | becane that Raja and his mate were work-
ing together with sone end in view, for the she-dog
nmerely gall oped steadily at the lidi's right about op-
posite his runp.

I had seen jaloks hunting in packs, and | recalled
now what for the time | had not thought of--the
several that ran ahead and turned the quarry back
toward the nain body. This was precisely what Raja
and his mate were doing--they were turning the lidi
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back toward ne, or at least Raja was. Just why the
femal e was keeping out of it |I did not understand,
unless it was that she was not entirely clear in her
own nind as to precisely what her mate was attenpt-

i ng.

At any rate, | was sufficiently convinced to stop
where | was and await devel opnents, for | could
readily realize two things. One was that | could never
over haul them before the danage was done if they
should pull the lidi down now. The other thing was
that if they did not pull it down for a few minutes

it would have conpleted its circle and returned cl ose
to where | stood.

And this is just what happened. The |ot of them

were al nost, swallowed up in the twilight for a no-
ment. Then they reappeared again, but this tine far
to the right and circling back in ny general direction

I waited until | could get sone clear idea of the right
spot to gain that | mght intercept the lidi; but even
as | waited | saw the beast attenpt to turn still nore

to the right--a nove that would have carried him
far to nmy left in a much nore circumnscribed circle
than t he hyaenodons had mapped out for him Then
saw the female | eap forward and head him and when
he woul d have gone too far to the left, Raja sprang,
snappi ng at his shoul der and held him straight.

Straight for me the two savage beasts were driving
their quarry! It was wonderful

It was sonething else, too, as | realized while the
nmonstrous beast neared ne. It was |like standing in

the middle of the tracks in front of an approaching
express-train. But | didn't dare waver; too nuch de-
pended upon ny neeting that hurtling nmass of terrified
flesh with a well-placed javelin. So | stood there, wait-
ing to be run down and crushed by those gigantic

feet, but deternmined to drive hone ny weapon in

the broad breast before | fell

The lidi was only about a hundred yards from e

when Raja gave a few barks in a tone that differed
materially fromhis hunting-cry. Instantly both he and
his mate | eaped for the I ong neck of the rum nant.

Neither missed. Swinging in md-air, they hung te-
naci ously, their weight dragging down the creature's
head and so retarding its speed that before it had
reached ne it was al nbst stopped and devoting al

its energies to attenpting to scrape off its attackers
with its forefeet.

D an had seen and recogni zed ne, and was trying

to extricate herself fromthe grasp of her captor, who,
handi capped by his strong and agile prisoner, was un-
able to wield his lance effectively upon the two jal oks.
At the same time | was running swiftly toward them

When the man di scovered ne he rel eased his hold
upon Dian and sprang to the ground, ready with his
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lance to neet me. My javelin was no match for his

| onger weapon, which was used nore for stabbing than

as a missile. Should | miss himat my first cast, as was
qui te probable, since he was prepared for nme, | would
have to face his form dable lance with nothing nore

than a stone knife. The outl ook was scarcely entrancing.
Evidently | was soon to be absolutely at his nercy.

Seeing ny predicanent, he ran toward nme to get

rid of one antagonist before he had to deal with the
other two. He could not guess, of course, that the two
jal oks were hunting with me; but he doubtl ess thought
that after they had finished the lidi they would rmake
after the human prey--the beasts are notorious killers,
often sl ayi ng wantonly.

But as the Thurian cane Raja | oosened his hold

upon the lidi and dashed for him wth the fermale
close after. Wen the man saw them he yelled to ne
to help him protesting that we should both be kill ed
if we did not fight together. But | only |laughed at
hi mand ran toward Di an.

Both the fierce beasts were upon the Thurian sinul-
t aneousl y--he must have died al nost before his body
tunbl ed to the ground. Then the femal e wheel ed to-
ward Dian. | was standing by her side as the thing
charged her, ny javelin ready to receive her

But again Raja was too quick for me. | imagined he

t hought she was naking for me, for he couldn't have
known anything of ny relations toward Dian. At any

rate he | eaped full upon her back and dragged her

down. There ensued forthwith as terrible a battle as
one would wish to see if battles were gaged by vol une

of noise and riotousness of action. | thought that both
the beasts would be torn to shreds.

When finally the fenale ceased to struggle and rolled
over on her back, her forepaws linply folded, | was
sure that she was dead. Raja stood over her, growing,
his jaws close to her throat. Then | saw that neither
of them bore a scratch. The male had sinply adm n-
istered a severe drubbing to his mate. It was his way
of teaching her that I was sacred

After a nonment he noved away and let her rise,

when she set about snoot hi ng down her runpl ed coat,
whil e he cane stalking toward Dian and ne. | had

an arm about Dian now. As Raja canme close | caught
hi m by the neck and pulled himup to me. There

| stroked himand talked to him bidding Dian do the
same, until | think he pretty well understood that if
I was his friend, so was Dian.

For a long tine he was inclined to be shy of her,
often baring his teeth at her approach, and it was a
much | onger time before the female nmade friends with
us. But by careful kindness, by never eating wthout
sharing our neat with them and by feeding them
fromour hands, we finally won the confidence of both
animls. However, that was a long tine after
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Wth the two beasts trotting after us, we returned

to where we had left Juag. Here | had the dickens
own tine keeping the female fromJuag's throat. O
all the venonous, w cked, cruel-hearted beasts on two
worlds, |I think a fermal e hyaenodon takes the palm

But eventually she tolerated Juag as she had D an

and me, and the five of us set out toward the coast, for
Juag had just conpleted his | abors on the thag when

we arrived. W ate sonme of the neat before starting,
and gave the hounds sone. Al that we could we car-

ri ed upon our backs.

On the way to the canoe we net with no m shaps.

Dian told nme that the fell ow who had stol en her had
cone upon her from behind while the roaring of the
thag had drowned all other noises, and that the first
she had known he had di sarned her and thrown her

to the back of his lidi, which had been |ying down
close by waiting for him By the tinme the thag had
ceased bellowing the fellow had got well away upon
his swift nount. By hol ding one pal mover her nouth
he had prevented her calling for help.

"1 thought," she concluded, "that | should have to
use the viper's tooth, after all."

W reached the beach at |ast and unearthed the

canoe. Then we busi ed oursel ves stepping a mast and

rigging a small sail--Juag and |, that is--while D an
cut the thag neat into long strips for drying when we
shoul d be out in the sunlight once nore.

At last all was done. W were ready to enbark.

had no difficulty in getting Raja aboard the dugout;
but Ranee--as we christened her after | had ex-

pl ained to Dian the neaning of Raja and its fem nine
equi val ent--positively refused for a tinme to follow her
mat e aboard. In fact, we had to shove off without her.
After a nonment, however, she plunged into the water

and swam after us.

I let her come al ongside, and then Juag and | pulled

her in, she snapping and snarling at us as we did so;

but, strange to relate, she didn't offer to attack us after
we had ensconced her safely in the bottom al ongsi de

Raj a.

The canoe behaved nuch better under sail than

had hoped--infinitely better than the battle-ship Sari
had--and we made good progress al nost due west

across the gulf, upon the opposite side of which
hoped to find the nouth of the river of which Juag
had told ne.

The islander was nuch interested and i npressed by

the sail and its results. He had not been able to under-
stand exactly what | hoped to acconplish with it while
we were fitting up the boat; but when he saw the

clumsy dugout nove steadily through the water with-

out paddles, he was as delighted as a child. W nade
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spl endi d headway on the trip, comng into sight of
|l and at |ast.

Juag had been terror-stricken when he had | earned

that | intended crossing the ocean, and when we passed
out of sight of land be was in a blue funk. He said that
he had never heard of such a thing before in his life,
and that always he had understood that those who
ventured far fromland never returned; for how could
they find their way when they could see no land to

steer for?

| tried to explain the conpass to him and though

he never really grasped the scientific explanation of it,
yet he did learn to steer by it quite as well as |. W
passed several islands on the journey--islands which
Juag told nme were entirely unknown to his own island
folk. |Indeed, our eyes nay have been the first ever to
rest upon them | should have liked to stop off and

expl ore them but the business of enpire woul d brook

no unnecessary del ays.

| asked Juag how Hooj a expected to reach the nouth

of the river which we were in search of if he didn't
cross the gulf, and the islander explained that Hooja
woul d undoubtedly follow the coast around. For sone
time we sailed up the coast searching for the river
and at last we found it. So great was it that | thought
it must be a mighty gulf until the mass of driftwood
that canme out upon the first ebb tide convinced ne
that it was the nouth of a river. There were the
trunks of trees uprooted by the undernining of the
river banks, giant creepers, flowers, grasses, and now
and then the body of some |and aninmal or bird.

I was all excitenment to conmence our upward jour-

ney when there occurred that which | had never before
seen within Pellucidar--a really terrific wind-storm It
bl ew down the river upon us with a ferocity and sud-
denness that took our breaths away, and before we

could get a chance to nake the shore it becane too

|ate. The best that we could do was to hold the scud-
ding craft before the wind and race along in a snother
of white spune. Juag was terrified. |If D an was, she
hid it; for was she not the daughter of a once great
chief, the sister of a king, and the mate of an enperor?

Raja and Ranee were frightened. The forner craw ed

close to ny side and buried his nose against ne. Finally
even fierce Ranee was noved to seek synpathy from

a human being. She slunk to Dian, pressing close against
her and whi npering, while D an stroked her shaggy

neck and talked to her as | talked to Raja.

There was nothing for us to do but try to keep the
canoe right side up and straight before the wind. For
what seened an eternity the tenpest neither increased
nor abated. | judged that we nust have bl own a hun-
dred miles before the wind and straight out into an
unknown seal!

As suddenly as the wind rose it died again, and
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when it died it veered to blow at right angles to its
fornmer course in a gentle breeze. | asked Juag then
what our course was, for he had had the conpass | ast.
It had been on a | eather thong about his neck. Wen
he felt for it, the expression that canme into his eyes
told me as plainly as words what had happened- -

the conpass was | ost! The conpass was | ost!

And we were out of sight of land without a single
cel estial body to guide us! Even the pendent world
was not visible fromour position

Qur plight seenmed hopeless to ne, but | dared not

|l et Dian and Juag guess how utterly di smayed | was;

t hough, as | soon discovered, there was nothing to be
gained by trying to keep the worst from Juag--he knew
it quite as well as |I. He had al ways known, fromthe

| egends of his people, the dangers of the open sea
beyond the sight of land. The conpass, since he had

| earned its uses fromnme, had been all that he had to
buoy his hope of eventual salvation fromthe watery
deep. He had seen how it had guided ne across the
water to the very coast that | desired to reach, and so
he had inplicit confidence init. Nowthat it was gone,
hi s confidence had departed, also.

There seened but one thing to do; that was to keep

on sailing straight before the w nd--since we could
travel nost rapidly along that course--until we sighted

| and of sone description. |If it chanced to be the
mai nl and, well and good; if an island--well, we m ght
live upon an island. W certainly could not live |ong
inthis little boat, with only a few strips of dried thag
and a few quarts of water left.

Quite suddenly a thought occurred to nme. | was
surprised that it had not come before as a sol ution
to our problem | turned toward Juag.

"You Pel |l uci dari ans are endowed with a wonderful
instinct," | reminded him "an instinct that points the
way straight to your honmes, no matter in what strange

|l and you may find yourself. Now all we have to do

is let Dan guide us toward Anbz, and we shall cone

in a short time to the sane coast whence we just were
bl own. "

As | spoke | |looked at themwith a smile of re-
newed hope; but there was no answering smile in their
eyes. It was Dian who enlightened ne.

"W could do all this upon |and," she said. "But upon
the water that power is denied us. | do not know why;
but | have always heard that this is true--that only
upon the water nay a Pellucidarian be lost. This is,

I think, why we all fear the great ocean so--even
those who go upon its surface in canoes. Juag has
told us that they never go beyond the sight of land.”

W had lowered the sail after the blow while we
wer e discussing the best course to pursue. CQur little
craft had been drifting idly, rising and falling with the
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great waves that were now dimnishing. Sonetines we
were upon the crest--again in the hollow. As Dian
ceased speaking she | et her eyes range across the
limtless expanse of billowing waters. W rose to a
great height upon the crest of a mghty wave. As we
topped it Dian gave an excl amation and pointed astern

"Boats!" she cried. "Boats! Many, nany boats!"

Juag and | leaped to our feet; but our little craft
had now dropped to the trough, and we could see

not hing but walls of water close upon either hand.

W waited for the next wave to lift us, and when it did
we strained our eyes in the direction that D an had
indicated. Sure enough, scarce half a nmle away were
several boats, and scattered far and wi de behind us
as far as we could see were many ot hers! W could

not make themout in the distance or in the brief
glinpse that we caught of them before we were plunged
again into the next wave canon; but they were boats.

And in them nust be human beings |ike oursel ves.

CHAPTER X |
RACI NG FOR LI FE

At | ast the sea subsided, and we were able to get

a better view of the armada of small boats in our
wake. There nust have been two hundred of them

Juag said that he had never seen so many boats before
inall his life. Were had they cone fron? Juag was
first to hazard a guess.

"Hooja," he said, "was building many boats to carry
his warriors to the great river and up it toward Sari .
He was building themw th alnost all his warriors and
many sl aves upon the Island of Trees. No one else in
all the history of Pellucidar has ever built so many
boats as they told nme Hooja was building. These nust
be Hooja's boats."

"And they were blown out to sea by the great storm
just as we were," suggested Di an.

"There can be no better explanation of them"
agr eed.

"What shall we do?" asked Juag.

"Suppose we make sure that they are really Hooja's
peopl e," suggested Dian. "It may be that they are not,
and that if we run away fromthem before we |earn
definitely who they are, we shall be running away from
a chance to live and find the mainland. They may be

a peopl e of whom we have never even heard, and if so
we can ask themto help us--if they know the way

to the mainland.”

"Which they will not,' interposed Juag.
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"Well," | said, "it can't make our predicanment any
more trying to wait until we find out who they are.
They are heading for us now Evidently they have
spi ed our sail, and guess that we do not belong to
their fleet."

"They probably want to ask the way to the mainland
thensel ves," said Juag, who was nothing if not a pes-
simst.

"If they want to catch us, they can do it if they

can paddle faster than we can sail," | said. "If we

| et them conme cl ose enough to discover their identity,
and can then sail faster than they can paddle, we can
get away fromthem anyway, so we m ght as well

wait."

And wait we did.

The sea calnmed rapidly, so that by the tinme the
forempst canoe had cone within five hundred yards

of us we could see themall plainly. Every one was
headed for us. The dugouts, which were of unusua

I ength, were manned by twenty paddlers, ten to a side.
Besi des the paddlers there were twenty-five or nore
warriors in each boat.

When the | eader was a hundred yards fromus Di an

called our attention to the fact that several of her
crew were Sagoths. That convinced us that the flotilla
was i ndeed Hooja's. | told Juag to hail them and get
what information he could, while | remained in the
bottom of our canoe as nmuch out of sight as possible.
Dian lay down at full length in the bottom | did not
want themto see and recogni ze her if they were in
truth Hooja's people.

"Who are you?" shouted Juag, standing up in the
boat and neki ng a negaphone of his pal ns.

A figure arose in the bow of the |eading canoe--
a figure that | was sure | recogni zed even before he
spoke.

"I am Hoojal" cried the man, in answer to Juag.

For some reason he did not recognize his forner
prisoner and sl ave--possibly because he had so nmany
of them

"I come fromthe Island of Trees," he continued. "A
hundred of my boats were lost in the great storm and

all their crews drowned. Were is the |and? What are
you, and what strange thing is that which flutters from
the little tree in the front of your canoe?"

He referred to our sail, flapping idly in the wi nd.

"W, too, are lost," replied Juag. "W know not where
the land is. W are going back to |l ook for it now "

So saying he conmenced to scull the canoe's nose
before the wind, while | nade fast the primtive sheets
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that held our crude sail. W thought it tinme to be
goi ng.

There wasn't rmuch wind at the tine, and the heavy,

| unbering dugout was slow in getting under way. |
thought it never would gain any nonentum And al
the while Hooja' s canoe was draw ng rapidly nearer,
propelled by the strong arnms of his twenty paddlers.
O course, their dugout was nuch | arger than ours,
and, consequently, infinitely heavier and nore cum
bersome; nevertheless, it was comng along at quite
a clip, and ours was yet but barely moving. Dian and
I remai ned out of sight as nmuch as possible, for the
two craft were now well within bow shot of one an-
other, and | knew that Hooja had archers.

Hooja called to Juag to stop when he saw that our
craft was noving. He was much interested in the sail
and not a little awed, as | could tell by his shouted
remarks and questions. Raising ny head, | saw him
plainly. He would have nade an excellent target for
one of my guns, and | had never been sorrier that

I had | ost them

We were now picking up speed a trifle, and he was

not gai ning upon us so fast as at first. In consequence,
his requests that we stop suddenly changed to com

mands as he becane aware that we were trying to

escape him

"Conme back!" he shouted. "Cone back, or I'll fire!l"

I use the word fire because it nore nearly translates
into English the Pellucidarian word trag, which covers
the launching of any deadly mssile.

But Juag only seized his paddle nore tightly--the

paddl e that answered the purpose of rudder, and com
menced to assist the wind by vigorous strokes. Then
Hooj a gave the command to sone of his archers to

fire upon us. | couldn't lie hidden in the bottom of the
boat, |eaving Juag al one exposed to the deadly shafts,

so | arose and, seizing another paddle, set to work to
help him Dian joined me, though | did ny best to
persuade her to remain sheltered; but being a woman,

she nust have her own way.

The instant that Hooja saw us he recogni zed us. The
whoop of triunph he raised indicated how certain he

was that we were about to fall into his hands. A shower
of arrows fell about us. Then Hooja caused his nen

to cease firing--he wanted us alive. None of the m s-
siles struck us, for Hooja's archers were not nearly the
mar ksmen that are nmy Sarians and Anpzites.

We had now gai ned sufficient headway to hold our

own on about even terms with Hooja's paddlers. W
did not seemto be gaining, though; and neither did
they. How long this nerve-racking experience |asted
I cannot guess, though we had pretty nearly finished
our neager supply of provisions when the wi nd picked
up a bit and we comrenced to draw away.
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Not once yet had we sighted | and, nor could

understand it, since so many of the seas | had seen
before were thickly dotted with islands. Qur plight was
anyt hi ng but pleasant, yet | think that Hooja and his
forces were even worse off than we, for they had no

food nor water at all.

Far out behind us in a long line that curved upward
in the distance, to be lost in the haze, strung Hooja's
two hundred boats. But one woul d have been enough

to have taken us could it have cone al ongside. W
had drawn sone fifty yards ahead of Hooja--there

had been times when we were scarce ten yards in
advance-and were feeling considerably safer from
capture. Hooja's nen, working in relays, were com
mencing to show the effects of the strain under which
they had been forced to work without food or water,
and | think their weakeni ng ai ded us al nost as much
as the slight freshening of the wi nd.

Hooj a must have commenced to realize that he was

going to lose us, for he again gave orders that we be
fired upon. Volley after volley of arrows struck about
us. The distance was so great by this tinme that nost

of the arrows fell short, while those that reached us
were sufficiently spent to allow us to ward them of f
with our paddles. However, it was a nost exciting
ordeal .

Hooja stood in the bow of his boat, alternately urging
his men to greater speed and shouting epithets at ne.
But we continued to draw away fromhim At | ast

the wind rose to a fair gale, and we sinply raced away
fromour pursuers as if they were standing still. Juag
was so tickled that he forgot all about his hunger and
thirst. | think that he had never been entirely recon-
ciled to the heathenish invention which | called a
sail, and that down in the bottom of his heart he
bel i eved that the paddl ers would eventual |y overhau

us; but now he couldn't praise it enough.

We had a strong gale for a considerable tine, and
eventual |y dropped Hooja's fleet so far astern that we
could no | onger discern them And then--ah, | shal
never forget that nonent--Dian sprang to her feet

with a cry of "Land!"

Sure enough, dead ahead, a long, |ow coast stretched

across our bow It was still a long way of f, and we
couldn't make out whether it was island or mainland;
but at least it was land. [|f ever shi pwecked mariners

were grateful, we were then. Raja and Ranee were
commencing to suffer for lack of food, and | could

swear that the latter often cast hungry gl ances upon

us, though | amequally sure that no such hi deous

t houghts ever entered the head of her mate. W

wat ched them both nost closely, however. Once while
stroking Ranee | nanaged to get a rope around her

neck and make her fast to the side of the boat. Then

I felt a bit safer for Dian. |t was pretty close quarters
inthat little dugout for three human beings and two
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practically wild, man-eating dogs; but we had to nake
the best of it, since | would not listen to Juag's sug-
gestion that we kill and eat Raja and Ranee.

We nade good tinme to within a few mles of the

shore. Then the wind died suddenly out. W were al

of us keyed up to such a pitch of anticipation that the
bl ow was doubly hard to bear. And it was a blow, too,
since we could not tell in what quarter the w nd night
rise again; but Juag and | set to work to paddle the
remai ni ng di stance.

Al nost imredi ately the wind rose again from pre-

cisely the opposite direction fromwhich it had fornerly
bl own, so that it was mighty hard work maki ng progress
against it. Next it veered again so that we had to turn
and run with it parallel to the coast to keep from
bei ng swanped in the trough of the seas.

And while we were suffering all these di sappoint-
ments Hooja's fleet appeared in the distance!

They evidently had gone far to the left of our course,
for they were now al nost behind us as we ran parall el
to the coast; but we were not much afraid of being
overtaken in the wind that was bl owi ng. The gale kept
on increasing, but it was fitful, swoopi ng down upon
us in great gusts and then going alnost calmfor an
instant. It was after one of these nonentary cal ns
that the catastrophe occurred. CQur sail hung linp and
our nonentum decreased when of a sudden a par-
ticularly vicious squall caught us. Before | could cut
the sheets the mast had snapped at the thwart in which
it was stepped.

The worst had happened; Juag and | seized paddl es

and kept the canoe with the wind; but that squall was
the parting shot of the gale, which died out imediately
after, leaving us free to make for the shore, which we
lost no tinme in attenpting. But Hooja had drawn cl oser
in toward shore than we, so it | ooked as if he m ght
head us off before we could |and. However, we did our
best to distance him Dian taking a paddle with us.

W were in a fair way to succeed when there ap-

peared, pouring fromanong the trees beyond the beach,
a horde of yelling, painted savages, brandi shing all
sorts of devilish-looking primtive weapons. So nenac-
ing was their attitude that we realized at once the
folly of attenpting to |and anbng t hem

Hooja was drawi ng cl oser to us. There was no wi nd.

We coul d not hope to outpaddle him And with our

sail gone, no wind would help us, though, as if in
derision at our plight, a steady breeze was now bl ow ng.
But we had no intention of sitting idle while our fate
overtook us, so we bent to our paddl es and, keeping
parallel with the coast, did our best to pull away from
our pursuers.

It was a grueling experience. W were weakened
by lack of food. W were suffering the pangs of thirst.
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Capture and death were close at hand. Yet | think that

we gave a good account of ourselves in our final effort

to escape. Qur boat was so rmuch snaller and |ighter

than any of Hooja's that the three of us forced it ahead
al nost as rapidly as his larger craft could go under their
twenty paddl es.

As we raced al ong the coast for one of those seem
ingly interm nable periods that may draw hours into
eternities where the labor is soul-searing and there is

no way to neasure tine, | saw what | took for the
opening to a bay or the nouth of a great river a short
di stance ahead of us. | wi shed that we m ght make

for it; but with the nenace of Hooja cl ose behind and
the scream ng natives who raced al ong the shore paral -
lel to us, | dared not attenpt it.

We were not far fromshore in that mad flight from
death. Even as | paddled | found opportunity to glance
occasionally toward the natives. They were white, but
hi deously painted. Fromtheir gestures and weapons

| took themto be a npbst ferocious race. | was rather
gl ad that we had not succeeded in |andi ng anong
t hem

Hooja's fleet had been in nuch nore conpact forna-

tion when we sighted themthis tine than on the

occasion followi ng the tempest. Now they were noving
rapidly in pursuit of us, all well within the radius

of a mle. Five of themwere |eading, all abreast, and
were scarce two hundred yards fromus. Wen | glanced
over ny shoulder | could see that the archers had
already fitted arrows to their bows in readiness to fire
upon us the nonment that they should draw within

range.

Hope was lowin nmy breast. | could not see the

sli ghtest chance of escaping them for they were over-
haul ing us rapidly now, since they were able to work
their paddles in relays, while we three were rapidly
wearyi ng beneath the constant strain that had been

put upon us.

It was then that Juag called ny attention to the rift
in the shore-line which | had thought either a bay or
the nmouth of a great river. There | saw noving slowy
out into the sea that which filled ny soul w th wonder.

CHAPTER XI'V
GORE AND DREAMS

It was a two-masted felucca with [ateen sails! The
craft was long and low. In it were nore than fifty men,
twenty or thirty of whomwere at oars with which the
craft was being propelled fromthe | ee of the |and.

| was dunbf ounded

Could it be that the savage, painted natives | had
seen on shore had so perfected the art of navigation
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that they were masters of such advanced buil ding and
rigging as this craft proclainmed? It seened inpossibl e!
And as | |ooked | saw another of the same type sw ng
into view and follow its sister through the narrow strait
out into the ocean

Nor were these all. One after another, follow ng

cl osely upon one another's heels, came fifty of the trim
graceful vessels. They were cutting in between Hooja's
fleet and our little dugout,

When they cane a bit closer ny eyes fairly popped

fromny head at what | saw, for in the eye of the |eading
felucca stood a man with a sea-gl ass | evel ed upon us.

Who could they be? Was there a civilization within

Pel | uci dar of such wondrous advancenent as this? Wre
there far-distant |ands of which none of ny people

had ever heard, where a race had so greatly outstripped
all other races of this inner world?

The man with the glass had lowered it and was

shouting to us. | could not nmake out his words, but
presently | saw that he was pointing aloft. When

| ooked | saw a pennant fluttering fromthe peak of

the forward | ateen yard--a red, white, and bl ue pen-
nant, with a single great white star in a field of blue.

Then | knew. M eyes went even wi der than they

had before. 1t was the navy! It was the navy of the
enpire of Pellucidar which | had instructed Perry to
build in nmy absence. It was MY navy!

| dropped ny paddl e and stood up and shouted and
waved ny hand. Juag and Dian | ooked at nme as if

I had gone suddenly mad. Wen | could stop shouting
| told them and they shared nmy joy and shouted with
ne.

But still Hooja was coming nearer, nor could the
| eadi ng felucca overhaul him before he would be al ong-
side or at |east within bow shot.

Hooj a must have been as much nystified as we were

as to the identity of the strange fleet; but when he

saw ne waving to them he evidently guessed that they
were friendly to us, so he urged his nen to redoubl e
their efforts to reach us before the felucca cut himoff.

He shouted word back to others of his fleet--word

that was passed back until it had reached themall --
directing themto run al ongsi de the strangers and board
them for with his two hundred craft and his eight or
ten thousand warriors he evidently felt equal to over-
comng the fifty vessels of the eneny, which did not
seemto carry over three thousand nen all told.

Hi s own personal energies he bent to reaching D an

and nme first, leaving the rest of the work to his other
boats. | thought that there could be little doubt that
he woul d be successful in so far as we were concerned,
and | feared for the revenge that he m ght take upon

us should the battle go against his force, as | was sure
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it would; for | knew that Perry and his Mezops nust
have brought with themall the arnms and amunition
that had been contained in the prospector. But | was
not prepared for what happened next.

As Hooja's canoe reached a point some twenty yards
fromus a great puff of smoke broke fromthe bow of
the | eading felucca, followed al nbst sinmultaneously by
aterrific explosion, and a solid shot screamed cl ose
over the heads of the nen in Hooja's craft, raising

a great splash where it clove the water just beyond

t hem

Perry had perfected gunpowder and built cannon!

It was marvel ous! Dian and Juag, as nuch surprised

as Hooja, turned wondering eyes toward ne. Again

the cannon spoke. | suppose that by conparison with

the great guns of nodern naval vessels of the outer

world it was a pitifully small and i nadequate thing;

but here in Pellucidar, where it was the first of its kind,
it was about as awe-inspiring as anything you m ght

i magi ne.

Wth the report an iron cannonball about five inches

in dianmeter struck Hooja's dugout just above the water-
line, tore a great splintering hole in its side, turned
it over, and dunped its occupants into the sea.

The four dugouts that had been abreast of Hooja

had turned to intercept the | eading felucca. Even
now, in the face of what nust have been a withering
catastrophe to them they kept bravely on toward the
strange and terrible craft.

In themwere fully two hundred nen, while but

fifty lined the gunwal e of the felucca to repel them
The commander of the felucca, who proved to be Ja,

|l et them conme quite close and then turned | oose upon
thema volley of shots fromsnall-arns.

The cave nen and Sagoths in the dugouts seened

to wither before that blast of death |ike dry grass
before a prairie fire. Those who were not hit dropped
their bows and javelins and, seizing upon paddles,
attenpted to escape. But the felucca pursued them
relentlessly, her crew firing at will.

At last | heard Ja shouting to the survivors in the
dugouts--they were all quite close to us now -offer-
ing themtheir lives if they would surrender. Perry
was standi ng cl ose behind Ja, and | knew that this
merci ful action was pronpted, perhaps commanded,

by the old man; for no Pellucidarian woul d have thought
of showi ng |l eniency to a defeated foe.

As there was no alternative save death, the survivors
surrendered and a nonment | ater were taken aboard

the Anpz, the nane that | could now see printed in
|large letters upon the felucca's bow, and which no
one in that whole world could read except Perry and |

When the prisoners were aboard, Ja brought the
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felucca al ongsi de our dugout. Many were the willing
hands that reached down to lift us to her decks. The
bronze faces of the Mezops were broad with sniles,
and Perry was fairly beside hinself with joy.

D an went aboard first and then Juag, as | w shed
to hel p Raja and Ranee aboard myself, well know ng
that it would fare ill with any Mezop who touched
them W got them aboard at |ast, and a great com
motion they caused anbng the crew, who had never
seen a wild beast thus handl ed by man before.

Perry and Dian and | were so full of questions that

we fairly burst, but we had to contain ourselves for

a while, since the battle with the rest of Hooja's fleet
had scarce commenced. Fromthe small forward decks

of the feluccas Perry's crude cannon were bel ching
smoke, flane, thunder, and death. The air trenbled

to the roar of them Hooja's horde, intrepid, savage
fighters that they were, were closing in to grapple

in alast death-struggle with the Mezops who nmanned

our vessels.

The handling of our fleet by the red island warriors

of Ja's clan was far fromperfect. | could see that Perry
had lost no tinme after the conpletion of the boats in
setting out upon this cruise. Wat little the captains
and crews had | earned of handling feluccas they nust
have | earned principally since they enbarked upon

thi s voyage, and while experience is an excellent
teacher and had done nuch for them they still had

a great deal to learn. |In maneuvering for position
they were continually fouling one another, and on

two occasions shots fromour batteries cane near to
stri king our own ships.

No sooner, however, was | aboard the flagship than

| attenmpted to rectify this trouble to some extent. By
passi ng comrands by word of nouth from one ship

to another | managed to get the fifty feluccas into
some sort of line, with the flag-ship in the lead. In
this formati on we commenced slowy to circle the
position of the eneny. The dugouts cane for us right
along in an attenpt to board us, but by keeping on

the move in one direction and circling, we managed

to avoid getting in each other's way, and were enabl ed
to fire our cannon and our small arnms with | ess danger
to our own conrades.

Wien | had a nonment to | ook about me, | took in

the felucca on which | was. | amfree to confess that
I marvel ed at the excellent construction and stanch
yet speedy lines of the little craft. That Perry had
chosen this type of vessel seened rather renarkabl e,
for though | had warned himagainst turreted battle-
ships, arnor, and like useless show, | had fully ex-
pected that when |I beheld his navy |I should find
considerable attenpt at grimand terrible magnifi-
cence, for it was always Perry's idea to overawe these
i gnorant cave men when we had to contend with

themin battle. But | had soon | earned that while
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one night easily astonish themw th sone new engi ne
of war, it was an utter inpossibility to frighten them
into surrender.

| learned | ater that Ja had gone carefully over the

pl ans of various craft with Perry. The old nman had
explained in detail all that the text told himof them
The two had neasured out di nensions upon the ground,
that Ja m ght see the sizes of different boats. Perry
had built nodels, and Ja had had himread carefully
and explain all that they could find relative to the
handl i ng of sailing vessels. The result of this was
that Ja was the one who had chosen the felucca. It
was well that Perry had had so excellent a bal ance
wheel , for he had been wild to build a huge frigate

of the Nel sonian era--he told ne so hinself.

One thing that had inclined Ja particularly to the
felucca was the fact that it included oars in its equip-
ment. He realized the Iimtations of his people in the
matter of sails, and while they had never used oars,
the inplement was so simlar to a paddl e that he

was sure they quickly could nmaster the art--and they
did. As soon as one hull was conpleted Ja kept it

on the water constantly, first with one crew and then
with another, until two thousand red warriors had

| earned to row. Then they stepped their nmasts and

a crew was told off for the first ship.

Wi le the others were building they learned to
handl e theirs. As each succeedi ng boat was | aunched
its crewtook it out and practiced with it under the
tut orage of those who had graduated fromthe first
ship, and so on until a full conpl ement of men had
been trai ned for every boat.

Well, to get back to the battle: The Hoojans kept

on comng at us, and as fast as they canme we nowed
themdown. It was little else than slaughter. Tine
and tine again | cried to themto surrender, pronising
themtheir lives if they would do so. At last there
were but ten boatloads left. These turned in flight.
They t hought they could paddl e away from us--

it was pitiful! | passed the word from boat to boat

to cease firing--not to kill another Hoojan unl ess they
fired on us. Then we set out after them There was
anicelittle breeze blowi ng and we bow ed al ong after
our quarry as gracefully and as lightly as swans upon

a park | agoon. As we approached them | could see not
only wonder but admiration in their eyes. | hailed the
near est dugout.

"Throw down your arns and conme aboard us," |

cried, "and you shall not be harned. We will feed you
and return you to the nmainland. Then you shall go
free upon your prom se never to bear arns against the
Enperor of Pellucidar again!"

I think it was the pronise of food that interested
them nost. They could scarce believe that we woul d
not kill them But when | exhibited the prisoners we
al ready had taken, and showed themthat they were
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alive and unharnmed, a great Sagoth in one of the boats
asked ne what guarantee | could give that | would
keep nmy word.

"None other than nmy word," | replied. "That | do
not break."

The Pel | uci dari ans thensel ves are rather punctilious
about this same matter, so the Sagoth coul d understand
that | mght possibly be speaking the truth. But he
coul d not understand why we should not kill them

unl ess we nmeant to enslave them which | had as

much as deni ed al ready when | had prom sed to set
themfree. Ja couldn't exactly see the wi sdom of ny
pl an, either. He thought that we ought to follow up
the ten remai ni ng dugouts and sink themall; but I
insisted that we nust free as many as possible of our
enem es upon the nainl and.

"You see," | explained, "these nen will return at

once to Hooja's Island, to the Mahar cities from which
they cone, or to the countries fromwhich they were
stolen by the Mahars. They are nen of two races

and of many countries. They will spread the story of
our victory far and wide, and while they are with us,

we will let themsee and hear nmany ot her wonderfu

things which they may carry back to their friends and
their chiefs. [It's the finest chance for free publicity,
Perry," | added to the old man, "that you or | have

seen in many a day."

Perry agreed with ne. As a matter of fact, he would
have agreed to anything that would have restrained

us fromkilling the poor devils who fell into our hands.
He was a great fellow to invent gunpowder and fire-

arnms and cannon; but when it came to using these

things to kill people, he was as tender-hearted as a

chi cken.

The Sagoth who had spoken was tal king to other
Sagoths in his boat. Evidently they were holding a
council over the question of the wi sdom of surrender-

i ng.

"What will beconme of you if you don't surrender to

us?" | asked. "If we do not open up our batteries on
you again and kill you all, you will sinply drift about

the sea helplessly until you die of thirst and starvation
You cannot return to the islands, for you have seen

as well as we that the natives there are very nunerous
and warlike. They would kill you the nonent you

| anded. "

The upshot of it was that the boat of which the

Sagot h speaker was in charge surrendered. The Sagot hs
threw down their weapons, and we took them aboard

the ship next in line behind the Anbz. First Ja had
to inpress upon the captain and crew of the ship

that the prisoners were not to be abused or killed.
After that the remining dugouts paddl ed up and sur-
rendered. W distributed themanong the entire fleet

| est there be too many upon any one vessel. Thus
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ended the first real naval engagenent that the Pel -

| uci dari an seas had ever wi tnessed--though Perry stil
insists that the action in which the Sari took part was
a battle of the first nagnitude

The battle over and the prisoners disposed of and
fed--and do not imagine that Dian, Juag, and |, as
well as the two hounds were not fed also--1 turned
my attention to the fleet. W had the feluccas cl ose
in about the flag-ship, and with all the cerenony of
a nmedi eval potentate on parade | received the com
manders of the forty-nine feluccas that acconpanied
the flag-ship--Dian and | together--the enpress and
the enperor of Pell ucidar.

It was a great occasion. The savage, bronze warriors
entered into the spirit of it, for as | learned | ater
dear old Perry had | eft no opportunity neglected for

i mpressing upon themthat David was enperor of

Pel I uci dar, and that all that they were acconplishing
and all that he was acconplishing was due to the
power, and redounded to the glory of David. The old
man nust have rubbed it in pretty strong, for those
fierce warriors nearly came to blows in their efforts
to be anong the first of those to kneel before ne

and kiss ny hand. When it came to kissing Dian's
think they enjoyed it more; | know | should have.

A happy thought occurred to nme as | stood upon the

little deck of the Anbz with the first of Perry's prim -
tive cannon behind ne. Wen Ja kneeled at ny feet,

and first to do ne homage, | drew fromits scabbard

at his side the sword of hamrered iron that Perry

had taught himto fashion. Striking himlightly on the
shoul der | created himking of Anoroc. Each captain of the
forty-nine other feluccas | made a duke. | left

it to Perry to enlighten themas to the value of the

honors | had bestowed upon them

During these cerenoni es Raja and Ranee had stood

beside Dian and me. Their bellies had been well filled,
but still they had difficulty in permitting so nuch
edi bl e hunmanity to pass unchal |l enged. It was a good
education for themthough, and never after did they
find it difficult to associate with the human race wth-
out arousing their appetites.

After the cerenmonies were over we had a chance

to talk with Perry and Ja. The former told me that
Gnak, king of Sari, had sent ny letter and map to him
by a runner, and that he and Ja had at once deci ded

to set out on the conpletion of the fleet to ascertain
the correctness of ny theory that the Lural Az, in

whi ch the Anoroc Islands lay, was in reality the same
ocean as that which | apped the shores of Thuria under
the nanme of Sojar Az, or Great Sea.

Their destination had been the island retreat of

Hooja, and they had sent word to Ghak of their plans
that we mght work in harnony with them The tenpest
that had blown us off the coast of the continent had
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blown themfar to the south also. Shortly before dis-
covering us they had conme into a great group of islands,
frombetween the | argest two of which they were sail -

i ng when they saw Hooja's fleet pursuing our dugout.

| asked Perry if he had any idea as to where we

were, or in what direction lay Hooja's island or the
continent. He replied by producing his map, on which
he had carefully marked the new y di scovered i sl ands
--there described as the Unfriendly Isles--which
showed Hooj a's island northwest of us about two points
West .

He then expl ained that with conpass, chrononeter,

|l og and reel, they had kept a fairly accurate record
of their course fromthe tine they had set out. Four
of the feluccas were equi pped with these instrunents,
and all of the captains had been instructed in their
use.

| was very greatly surprised at the ease with which
these savages had mastered the rather intricate detai

of this unusual work, but Perry assured ne that they
were a wonderfully intelligent race, and had been quick
to grasp all that he had tried to teach them

Anot her thing that surprised ne was the fact that

so much had been acconplished in so short a tinme,

for I could not believe that | had been gone from
Anoroc for a sufficient period to permt of building

a fleet of fifty feluccas and mning iron ore for the
cannon and balls, to say nothing of manufacturing these
guns and the crude nuzzle-loading rifles w th which
every Mezop was armed, as well as the gunpowder

and amunition they had in such anple quantities.

"Time!" exclainmed Perry. "Well, how long were you
gone from Anoroc before we picked you up in the
Soj ar Az?"

That was a puzzler, and | had to admt it. | didn't

know how nuch tinme had el apsed and neither did
Perry, for tine is nonexistent in Pellucidar.

"Then, you see, David," he continued, "I had al nost
unbel i evabl e resources at my disposal. The Mezops in-
habi ting the Anoroc |slands, which stretch far out to sea
beyond the three principal isles with which you are

fam liar, number well into the mllions, and by far the
greater part of themare friendly to Ja. Men, wonen

and children turned to and worked the nonent Ja ex-

pl ai ned the nature of our enterprise.

"And not only were they anxious to do all in their

power to hasten the day when the Mahars shoul d be
overthrown, but--and this counted for nobst of all--they
are sinply ravenous for greater know edge and for better
ways of doing things.

"The contents of the prospector set their inagina-
tions to working overtinme, so that they craved to own,
t hensel ves, the know edge which had made it possible
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for other men to create and build the things which you
brought back fromthe outer world.

"And then," continued the old man, "the el enent of

time, or, rather, lack of time, operated to ny advantage.
There being no nights, there was no laying off from
wor k- -t hey | abored incessantly stopping only to eat and,
on rare occasions, to sleep. Once we had discovered iron
ore we had enough mined in an incredibly short time to
build a thousand cannon. | had only to show t hem once
how a thing should be done, and they would fall to work
by thousands to do it.

"Why, no sooner had we fashioned the first nuzzle-

| oader and they had seen it work successfully, than fully
three thousand Mezops fell to work to make rifles. O
course there was much confusion and | ost nmotion at first,
but eventually Ja got themin hand, detailing squads of
them under conpetent chiefs to certain work

"W now have a hundred expert gun-makers. On a

little isolated isle we have a great powder-factory. Near
the iron-mne, which is on the mainland, is a snelter, and
on the eastern shore of Anoroc, a well equipped ship-
yard. Al these industries are guarded by forts in which
several cannon are nounted and where warriors are

al ways on guard.

"You woul d be surprised now, David, at the aspect of
Anoroc. | amsurprised nyself; it seems always to me as
I conmpare it with the day that | first set foot upon it
fromthe deck of the Sari that only a mracle could have
wor ked the change that has taken place.”

"It is amracle," | said; it is nothing short of a mracle
to transplant all the wondrous possibilities of the twen-
tieth century back to the Stone Age. It is a mracle to

think that only five hundred mles of earth separate two
epochs that are really ages and ages apart.

"I't is stupendous, Perry! But still nore stupendous

is the power that you and | wield in this great world.
These peopl e | ook upon us as little |l ess than supernen.
We nust show themthat we are all of that.

"W nust give themthe best that we have, Perry."

"Yes," he agreed; "we nust. | have been thinking a

great deal lately that some kind of shrapnel shell or ex-
pl osi ve bonb woul d be a nost splendid innovation in

their warfare. Then there are breech-loading rifles and
those with nagazines that | nust hasten to study out

and learn to reproduce as soon as we get settled down
agai n; and--"

"Hold on, Perry!" | cried. "I didn't nean these sorts of
things at all. | said that we nust give themthe best we
have. What we have given them so far has been the

worst. W have given themwar and the nunitions of

war. In a single day we have nmade their wars infinitely

nmore terrible and bloody than in all their past ages

t hey have been able to make themwi th their crude,
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primtive weapons.

"In a period that could scarcely have exceeded two

outer earthly hours, our fleet practically annihilated the
| argest armada of native canoes that the Pell ucidarians
ever before had gathered together. W butchered sone

ei ght thousand warriors with the twentieth-century gifts
we brought. Wy, they wouldn't have killed that many
warriors in the entire duration of a dozen of their wars
with their own weapons! No, Perry; we've got to give
them sonet hing better than scientific methods of killing
one anot her."

The old man | ooked at nme in anmazenent. There was
reproach in his eyes, too.

"Wy, David!" he said sorrowfully. "I thought that you
woul d be pleased with what | had done. W pl anned
these things together, and | amsure that it was you
who suggested practically all of it. | have done only
what | thought you wi shed done and | have done it the
best that | know how. "

I laid my hand on the old nman's shoul der.

"Bl ess your heart, Perry!"™ | cried. "You' ve accom
plished mracles. You have done precisely what | should
have done, only you've done it better. |'mnot finding

fault; but | don't wish to | ose sight nyself, or let you
| ose sight, of the greater work which nust grow out of
this prelimnary and necessary carnage. First we nust

pl ace the enpire upon a secure footing, and we can do

so only by putting the fear of us in the hearts of our
enem es; but after that--

"Ah, Perry! That is the day | l|ook forward to! Wen

you and | can build sew ng-nmachi nes instead of battle-
shi ps, harvesters of crops instead of harvesters of men,
pl ow shares and tel ephones, schools and coll eges,
printing-presses and paper! \Wen our nerchant narine
shall ply the great Pellucidarian seas, and cargoes of
silks and typewiters and books shall forge their ways
where only hideous saurians have held sway since tine
began!"

"Amen!" said Perry.

And Di an, who was standing at ny side, pressed ny
hand.

CHAPTER XV
CONQUEST AND PEACE

The fleet sailed directly for Hooja's island, comng to
anchor at its north-eastern extrenmity before the flat-
topped hill that had been Hooja's stronghold. | sent one
of the prisoners ashore to demand an i nmedi ate sur-
render; but as he told nme afterward they woul dn't be-
lieve all that he told them so they congregated on the
cliff-top and shot futile arrows at us.
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Inreply | had five of the feluccas cannonade them

When they scanpered away at the sound of the terrific
expl osi ons, and at sight of the snoke and the iron balls

I landed a couple of hundred red warriors and |ed

themto the opposite end of the hill into the tunnel that
ran to its summit. Here we met a little resistance; but a
voll ey fromthe nuzzl e-1oaders turned back those who

di sputed our right of way, and presently we gained the
mesa. Here again we met resistance, but at last the
remmant of Hooja's horde surrendered.

Juag was with ne, and | lost no tinme in returning to
himand his tribe the hilltop that had been their an-
cestral honme for ages until they were robbed of it by
Hooja. | created a kingdom of the island, making Juag
king there. Before we sailed | went to G-gr-gr, chief of
the beast-nmen, taking Juag with me. There the three of
us arranged a code of laws that would pernit the brute-
folk and the human beings of the island to Iive in peace
and harnmony. G -gr-gr sent his son with me back to
Sari, capital of ny enpire, that he nmght |learn the
ways of the human beings. | have hopes of turning this
race into the greatest agriculturists of Pellucidar.

Wien | returned to the fleet | found that one of the
i slanders of Juag's tribe, who had been absent when we
arrived, had just returned fromthe mainland with the
news that a great arny was encanped in the Land of
Awf ul Shadow, and that they were threatening Thuria.
I lost no time in weighing anchors and setting out for the
continent, which we reached after a short and easy
voyage.

Fromthe deck of the Anpbz | scanned the shore

through the gl asses that Perry had brought with him

When we were cl ose enough for the gl asses to be of

value | saw that there was indeed a vast concourse of
warriors entirely encircling the walled-village of Goork,
chief of the Thurians. As we approached snall er objects
became di stinguishable. It was then that | discovered
nunerous flags and pennants fl oating above the arny

of the besiegers.

| called Perry and passed the glasses to him
"Gnhak of Sari," | said.

Perry | ooked t hrough the | enses of a nonent, and then
turned to me with a smile.

"The red, white, and blue of the enpire," he said. "It
is indeed your nmjesty's army."

It soon becane apparent that we had been sighted

by those on shore, for a great nultitude of warriors had
congregated al ong the beach watching us. W cane to
anchor as close in as we dared, which with our Iight
feluccas was within easy speaki ng-di stance of the shore.
Ghak was there and his eyes were m ghty wi de, too;

for, as he told us later, though he knew this nust be
Perry's fleet it was so wonderful to himthat he could
not believe the testinony of his own eyes even while
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he was watching it approach

To give the proper effect to our neeting I com

manded t hat each felucca fire twenty-one guns as a

salute to H's Majesty Ghak, King of Sari. Some of the
gunners, in the exuberance of their enthusiasm fired
solid shot; but fortunately they had sufficient good judg-
ment to train their pieces on the open sea, so no harm
was done. After this we |anded--an arduous task since
each felucca carried but a single |light dugout.

| learned from Ghak that the Thurian chieftain,

Goork, had been inclined to haughtiness, and had told
Ghak, the Hairy One, that he knew nothing of ne and

cared less; but | imagine that the sight of the fleet and
the sound of the guns brought himto his senses, for it
was not | ong before he sent a deputation to ne, inviting
me to visit himin his village. Here he apol ogi zed for
the treatnment he had accorded ne, very gladly swore

all egiance to the enpire, and received in return the title
of ki ng.

We remained in Thuria only | ong enough to arrange

the treaty with Goork, anobng the other details of which

was his pronmise to furnish the inperial arny with a
thousand lidi, or Thurian beasts of burden, and drivers

for them These were to acconpany Ghak's arny back

to Sari by land, while the fleet sailed to the nouth of the
great river fromwhich Dian, Juag, and | had been

bl own.

The voyage was uneventful. We found the river

easily, and sailed up it for many mles through as rich
and wonderful a plain as | have ever seen. At the head
of navigation we di senbarked, |eaving a sufficient guard
for the feluccas, and marched the renaining distance to
Sari .

Ghak's arny, which was conposed of warriors of all

the original tribes of the federation, showi ng how suc-
cessful had been his efforts to rehabilitate the enpire,
marched into Sari some tinme after we arrived. Wth
them were the thousand lidi from Thuri a.

At a council of the kings it was decided that we should

at once commence the great war agai nst the Mhars,

for these haughty reptiles presented the greatest obstacle
to human progress within Pellucidar. | laid out a plan

of canpai gn which net with the enthusiastic indorse-

ment of the kings. Pursuant to it, | at once despatched
fifty lidi tothe fleet with orders to fetch fifty cannon to
Sari. | also ordered the fleet to proceed at once to
Anoroc, where they were to take aboard all the rifles

and amunition that had been conpl eted since their
departure, and with a full conpl enent of nen to sai

along the coast in an attenpt to find a passage to the
inland sea near which lay the Mahars' buried city of
Phut r a.

Ja was sure that a | arge and navi gable river connected
the sea of Phutra with the Lural Az, and that, barring
accident, the fleet woul d be before Phutra as soon as the
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| and forces were.

At last the great arny started upon its march. There
were warriors fromevery one of the federated kingdons.
Al were arnmed either with bow and arrows or nuzzl e-

| oaders, for nearly the entire Mezop contingent had been
enlisted for this march, only sufficient having been | eft
aboard the feluccas to man them properly. | divided the
forces into divisions, reginents, battalions, conpanies,
and even to pl atoons and sections, appointing the ful
compl enent of officers and nonconm ssioned officers. On
the long march | schooled themin their duties, and as
fast as one learned | sent himanong the others as a

t eacher.

Each regi nent was nade up of about a thousand

bownen, and to each was tenporarily attached a com
pany of Mezop nusketeers and a battery of artillery--
the latter, our naval guns, nounted upon the broad
backs of the mghty lidi. There was also one full regi-
ment of Mezop nusketeers and a reginment of primtive
spearnen. The rest of the lidi that we brought with us
were used for baggage aninmals and to transport our
worren and children, for we had brought themw th us,

as it was our intention to march fromone Mahar city to
anot her until we had subdued every Mahar nation that
menaced the safety of any ki ngdom of the enpire

Bef ore we reached the plain of Phutra we were dis-
covered by a conmpany of Sagoths, who at first stood to
give battle; but upon seeing the vast nunbers of our
arny they turned and fled toward Phutra. The result
of this was that when we cane in sight of the hundred
towers which mark the entrances to the buried city we
found a great arny of Sagoths and Mahars lined up to
give us battle.

At a thousand yards we halted, and, placing our

artillery upon a slight eninence at either flank, we com
menced to drop solid shot anong them Ja, who was

chief artillery officer, was in command of this branch of
the service, and he did some excellent work, for his
Mezop gunners had becomne rather proficient by this

time. The Sagoths couldn't stand nmuch of this sort of
warfare, so they charged us, yelling like fiends. W let
them come quite close, and then the nusketeers who
fornmed the first |ine opened up on them

The sl aughter was sonmething frightful, but still the
remmants of them kept on coming until it was a matter
of hand-to-hand fighting. Here our spearnen were of

val ue, as were also the crude iron swords w th which
nost of the inperial warriors were arned.

We lost heavily in the encounter after the Sagoths
reached us; but they were absol utely extermn nated--

not one remmi ned even as a prisoner. The Mihars, seeing
how the battle was goi ng, had hastened to the safety of
their buried city. Wen we had overcome their gorilla-
men we followed after them

But here we were doonmed to defeat, at |east tenpo-
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rarily; for no sooner had the first of our troops descended
into the subterranean avenues than many of them cane
stunbling and fighting their way back to the surface,

hal f-choked by the funmes of sone deadly gas that the
reptiles had |iberated upon them W |ost a nunber of

men here. Then | sent for Perry, who had renai ned
discreetly in the rear, and had himconstruct a little
affair that | had had in ny mnd agai nst the possibility

of our meeting with a check at the entrances to the
underground city.

Under my direction he stuffed one of his cannon ful

of powder, small bullets, and pieces of stone, alnost to
the muzzle. Then he plugged the nmuzzle tight with a
cone-shaped bl ock of wood, hamered and jamed in

as tight as it could be. Next he inserted a |long fuse. A
dozen nen rolled the cannon to the top of the stairs

| eading down into the city, first renoving it fromits
carriage. One of themthen Iit the fuse and the whol e
thing was given a shove down the stairway, while the

det achnent turned and scanpered to a safe distance

For what seenmed a very long tine nothing happened.

We had commenced to think that the fuse had been

put out while the piece was rolling down the stairway,

or that the Mahars had guessed its purpose and ex-
tinguished it thensel ves, when the ground about the
entrance rose suddenly into the air, to be followed by a
terrific explosion and a burst of snoke and fl anme that
shot high in conmpany with dirt, stone, and fragments of
cannon.

Perry had been working on two nore of these giant

bonbs as soon as the first was conpleted. Presently we

| aunched these into two of the other entrances. They
were all that were required, for alnobst imediately after
the third explosion a stream of Mahars broke fromthe
exits furthest fromus, rose upon their w ngs, and soared
northward. A hundred nmen on lidi were despatched in
pursuit, each lidi carrying two riflenmen in addition to its
driver. Cuessing that the inland sea, which lay not far
north of Phutra, was their destination, | took a couple
of reginments and foll owed.

A low ridge intervenes between the Phutra plain

where the city lies, and the inland sea where the M-
hars were wont to disport thenselves in the cool waters
Not until we had topped this ridge did we get a view of
t he sea.

Then we beheld a scene that | shall never forget so
long as | may live.

Al ong the beach were lined up the troop of lidi, while

a hundred yards fromshore the surface of the water was
black with the long snouts and cold, reptilian eyes of the
Mahars. Qur savage Mezop riflenen, and the shorter,
squatter, white-skinned Thurian drivers, shading their
eyes with their hands, were gazing seaward beyond the
Mahars, whose eyes were fastened upon the sane spot.

My heart | eaped when | discovered that which was

chaining the attention of themall. Twenty gracefu
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feluccas were noving snoothly across the waters of the
sea toward the reptilian horde

The sight nust have filled the Mahars with awe and
consternation, for never had they seen the Iike of these
craft before. For a time they seened unable to do aught
but gaze at the approaching fleet; but when the Mezops
opened on themw th their nuskets the reptiles swam
rapidly in the direction of the feluccas, evidently think-
ing that these would prove the easier to overcone. The
commander of the fleet permitted themto approach

within a hundred yards. Then he opened on themwth

all the cannon that could be brought to bear, as well as
with the small arns of the sail ors.

A great many of the reptiles were killed at the first
vol l ey. They wavered for a nonment, then dived; nor did
we see themagain for a long tinme.

But finally they rose far out beyond the fleet, and
when the feluccas cane about and pursued themthey
|l eft the water and flew away toward the north.

Following the fall of Phutra | visited Anoroc, where
found the people busy in the shipyards and the factories
that Perry had established. | discovered sonething, too,
that he had not told ne of--sonething that seened
infinitely nore promsing than the powder-factory or the
arsenal. It was a young nan poring over one of the books
I had brought back fromthe outer world! He was sitting
in the log cabin that Perry had had built to serve as his
sl eeping quarters and office. So absorbed was he that he
did not notice our entrance. Perry saw the | ook of as-
toni shnent in ny eyes and snil ed.

"I started teaching himthe al phabet when we first
reached the prospector, and were taking out its con-
tents," be explained. "He was much nystified by the
books and anxi ous to know of what use they were. When
I explained he asked ne to teach himto read, and so
wor ked with hi mwhenever | could. He is very in-

telligent and learns quickly. Before |I left he had rmade
great progress, and as soon as he is qualified he is going
to teach others to read. It was mighty hard work getting

started, though, for everything had to be translated into
Pel | uci dari an.

"I't will take a long tinme to solve this problem but
think that by teaching a nunber of themto read and
wite English we shall then be able nore quickly to give
thema witten | anguage of their own."

And this was the nucl eus about which we were to

build our great system of schools and coll eges--this

al nost naked red warrior, sitting in Perry's little cabin
upon the island of Anoroc, picking out words letter by
letter froma work on intensive farm ng. Now we have--

But I'Il get to all that before I finish.

While we were at Anoroc | acconpanied Ja in an
expedition to South Island, the southernnpbst of the three
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| argest which formthe Anoroc group--Perry had given

it its nanme--where we made peace with the tribe there

that had for long been hostile toward Ja. They were now
gl ad enough to make friends with himand cone into the
federation. Fromthere we sailed with sixty-five feluccas
for distant Luana, the main island of the group where
dwel | the hereditary enem es of Anoroc.

Twenty-five of the feluccas were of a new and | arger
type than those with which Ja and Perry had sail ed on
the occasi on when they chanced to find and rescue
Dian and nme. They were |onger, carried much | arger
sails, and were considerably swifter. Each carried four
guns instead of twd, and these were so arranged that
one or nmore of them could be brought into action no
matter where the eneny |ay.

The Luana group lies just beyond the range of vision
fromthe mainland. The largest island of it alone is
visible from Anoroc; but when we neared it we found

that it conprised many beautiful islands, and that they
were thickly popul ated. The Luani ans had not, of course,
been ignorant of all that had been going on in the
dommi ns of their nearest and dearest enem es. They
knew of our feluccas and our guns, for several of their
riding-parties had had a taste of both. But their principa
chief, an old man, had never seen either. So, when he
sighted us, he put out to overwhelmus, bringing with
hima fleet of about a hundred | arge war-canoes,

| oaded to capacity with javelin-armed warriors. It was
pitiful, and | told Ja as nmuch. It seened a shane to
massacre these poor fellows if there was any way out of
it.

To ny surprise Ja felt much as | did. He said he had
al ways hated to war with other Mezops when there were
so many alien races to fight against. | suggested that
we hail the chief and request a parley; but when Ja
did so the old fool thought that we were afraid, and
with loud cries of exultation urged his warriors upon
us.

So we opened up on them but at my suggestion

centered our fire upon the chief's canoe. The result was
that in about thirty seconds there was nothing |l eft of

that war dugout but a handful of splinters, while its crew
--those who were not killed--were struggling in the

water, battling with the nyriad terrible creatures that
had risen to devour them

We saved sone of them but the majority died just as
had Hooja and the crew of his canoe that tinme our
second shot capsized them

Again we called to the remaining warriors to enter

into a parley with us; but the chief's son was there and
he woul d not, now that he had seen his father killed. He
was all for revenge. So we had to open up on the brave
fellows with all our guns; but it didn't last |long at that,
for there chanced to be w ser heads anobng the Luani ans
than their chief or his son had possessed. Presently, an
old warrior who commanded one of the dugouts sur-
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rendered. After that they came in one by one unti
all had laid their weapons upon our decks.

Then we cal |l ed together upon the flag-ship all our
captains, to give the affair greater weight and dignity,
and all the principal nen of Luana. W had conquered
them and they expected either death or slavery; but
they deserved neither, and | told themso. It is always
my habit here in Pellucidar to inpress upon these savage
people that nercy is as noble a quality as physica
bravery, and that next to the nen who fight shoul der

to shoul der with one, we should honor the brave nen

who fight against us, and if we are victorious, award
them both the nmercy and honor that are their due.

By adhering to this policy | have won to the federa-
tion many great and nobl e peopl es, who under the

ancient traditions of the inner world would have been
massacred or enslaved after we had conquered them

and thus | won the Luanians. | gave themtheir freedom
and returned their weapons to them after they had

sworn loyalty to ne and friendship and peace with Ja,
and | nmade the old fell ow, who had had the good sense
to surrender, king of Luana, for both the old chief and
his only son had died in the battle.

When | sailed away from Luana she was i ncl uded
anong the ki ngdons of the enpire, whose boundaries
were thus pushed eastward several hundred mles.

W now returned to Anoroc and thence to the main-

| and, where | again took up the canpai gn agai nst the
Mahars, marching fromone great buried city to another
until we had passed far north of Anpz into a country
where | had never been. At each city we were vic-
torious, killing or capturing the Sagoths and driving the
Mahars further away.

I noticed that they always fled toward the north. The
Sagoth prisoners we usually found quite ready to trans-
fer their allegiance to us, for they are little nore than
brutes, and when they found that we could fill their
stomachs and give them plenty of fighting, they were
nothing loath to march with us agai nst the next Mhar
city and battle with men of their own race

Thus we proceeded, swinging in a great half-circle
north and west and south again until we had cone back
to the edge of the Lidi Plains north of Thuria. Here
we overcanme the Mahar city that had ravaged the Land
of Awful Shadow for so nmany ages. Wen we narched

on to Thuria, Goork and his people went mad with joy
at the tidings we brought them

During this long march of conquest we had passed

t hrough seven countries, peopled by primtive human

tri bes who had not yet heard of the federation, and
succeeded in joining themall to the enpire. It was
noti ceabl e that each of these peoples had a Mahar city
situated near by, which had drawn upon themfor slaves
and human food for so nany ages that not even in

| egend had the popul ation any folk-tale which did not in
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sonme degree reflect an inherent terror of the reptilians.

In each of these countries | left an officer and warriors
to train themin mlitary discipline, and prepare them
to receive the arns that | intended furnishing them as

rapidly as Perry's arsenal could turn themout, for we
felt that it would be a long, long tine before we should
see the last of the Mahars. That they had flown north
but tenporarily until we should be gone with our great
army and terrifying guns | was positive, and equally sure
was | that they would presently return.

The task of ridding Pellucidar of these hideous crea-

tures is one which in all probability will never be entirely
completed, for their great cities nmust abound by the
hundreds and thousands of the far-distant |ands that no

subj ect of the enpire has ever laid eyes upon

But within the present boundaries of my domain

there are now none left that | know of, for |I am sure

we should have heard indirectly of any great Mbhar

city that had escaped us, although of course the inperial
arnmy has by no neans covered the vast area which

now rul e.

After leaving Thuria we returned to Sari, where the

seat of governnent is |ocated. Here, upon a vast, fertile
pl at eau, overl ooking the great gulf that runs into the
continent fromthe Lural Az, we are building the great

city of Sari. Here we are erecting nmlls and factories.
Here we are teaching nen and wonen the rudi nents of
agriculture. Here Perry has built the first printing-press,
and a dozen young Sarians are teaching their fellows to
read and wite the | anguage of Pell ucidar

We have just laws and only a few of them Qur people

are happy because they are al ways working at some-

thing which they enjoy. There is no noney, nor is any
money val ue pl aced upon any comodity. Perry and

were as one in resolving that the root of all evil should
not be introduced into Pellucidar while we |ived.

A man may exchange that which he produces for

sonet hi ng whi ch he desires that another has produced;

but he cannot dispose of the thing he thus acquires. 1In
other words, a commodity ceases to have pecuniary

value the instant that it passes out of the hands of its
producer. All excess reverts to governnent; and, as this
represents the production of the people as a governnent,
governnent may di spose of it to other peoples in ex-
change for that which they produce. Thus we are es-
tablishing a trade between ki ngdons, the profits from
which go to the betternment of the people--to building
factories for the manufacture of agricultural inplenents,
and nachinery for the various trades we are gradually
teachi ng the peopl e.

Al ready Anoroc and Luana are vying with one

another in the excellence of the ships they build. Each
has several |arge ship-yards. Anoroc makes gunpowder
and nmines iron ore, and by means of their ships they
carry on a very lucrative trade with Thuria, Sari, and
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Anmoz. The Thurians breed lidi, which, having the
strength and intelligence of an el ephant, make excell ent
draft animal s.

Around Sari and Anpz the nen are donesticating the

great striped antel ope, the nmeat of which is nost de-
licious. | amsure that it will not be long before they
wi Il have them broken to harness and saddle. The horses
of Pellucidar are far too diminutive for such uses, sone
species of thembeing little larger than fox-terriers.

Dian and | live in a great pal ace overl ooking the gulf.
There is no glass in our wi ndows, for we have no w n-

dows, the walls rising but a few feet above the floor-Iine,
the rest of the space being open to the ceilings; but we
have a roof to shade us fromthe perpetual noon-day

sun. Perry and | decided to set a style in architecture
that would not curse future generations with the white

pl ague, so we have plenty of ventilation. Those of the
peopl e who prefer, still inhabit their caves, but many

are buil ding houses sinmlar to ours.

At Greenwich we have located a town and an ob-
servatory--though there is nothing to observe but the
stationary sun directly overhead. Upon the edge of the
Land of AwWful Shadow i s another observatory, from

which the tine is flashed by wireless to every corner of
the enpire twenty-four tines a day. In addition to the
wirel ess, we have a snall tel ephone systemin Sari.
Everything is yet in the early stages of devel opnent;

but with the science of the outer-world twentieth

century to draw upon we are nmking rapid progress, and
with all the faults and errors of the outer world to guide
us clear of dangers, | think that it will not be |ong before
Pel | uci dar will becone as nearly a Utopia as one nmay
expect to find this side of heaven

Perry is away just now, laying out a railway-line from

Sari to Anbz. There are imense anthracite coal -fields

at the head of the gulf not far from Sari, and the railway
will tap these. Sonme of his students are working on a

| ocomptive now. It will be a strange sight to see an iron
horse puffing through the primeval jungles of the stone
age, while cave bears, saber-toothed tigers, nastodons

and the countless other terrible creatures of the past | ook
on fromtheir tangled lairs in w de-eyed astoni shrent.

We are very happy, Dian and I, and | would not return

to the outer world for all the riches of all its princes.
am content here. Even without my inperial powers and
honors | should be content, for have |I not that greatest of
all treasures, the |ove of a good woman--my wondrous
enpress, Dian the Beautiful?
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